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1 Executive Summary 
 
In this document we firstly declare the definition of a success story, as a result of the OASIS project 
activity. The list and the description of the 21 success stories pointed out in the framework of OASIS is 
then reported. 
In this second version of the deliverable, we added some “stories” of collaborations that are starting after the last 

workshop held in Uppsala in May 2016. This can’t be the demonstration of a project or finished product, but can 

evidence the interest in networking and international or regional collaborations that can bring to a future project or 

innovative product. 

  



4 
 

2 Introduction 
 
The success stories are the evidence of the OASIS activities in improving the collaboration between a 
SME and a facility, or between SMES, or end-users, in order to develop new Biophotonics-based 
products and technology, initiatives or methodologies. 
 
The definition of a success story was pointed out at the beginning of the project (during the consortium 
meeting held in Berlin on 19th March 2014). All the partners agreed that a success story had to be 
linked to a successful “product”. Here in the followings is reported the definition. 
 
A success story is the fruitful collaboration of a SME with a Research Center/ University/ Facility (as 
defined in WP2) and/or Hospitals using photonics technologies to solve unmet problems or leading to: 
 

 The design of a new tool/instrument as an innovation transfer activity; 

 The funding of join activities through a successful EU/National/Regional Project;  

 Awards recognizing the collaboration and the innovation activities; 

 Patent authored by researchers and enterprises; 

 Successful preclinical/clinical tests of an instruments/procedures 

 A new product developed within the collaboration of a facility/Hospital and a SME 

 The commercialization and the diffusion in the market of a new photonic technology 
 
This definition is not strictly limited to the previous points, but can be adapted to all the successful 
collaborations and internationalization activities related to OASIS initiatives. 
We considered an OASIS success not only the transregional success stories, but also the 
intraregional ones, when related to an evident OASIS activity. 

3 Success Stories: list and description 
During the project activities, we collected 21 success stories. Most of them are the result of the networking events 

organized in the framework of the OASIS workshops. Considering the short period of the project, respect to the 

time of producing a product, some of this stories are only the beginning of a collaboration that can hopefully bring 

to a new product. 

We grouped the success stories in topics: 

 Internationalization: an international collaboration between the organizing committees of initiatives in the 
field of Biophotonics in different countries or between regional governments. 

 Partner search: Through the OASIS contacts and database, the right partners for writing two project 
proposal for the ICT Biophotonics call were found. 

 SMEs networking: new contacts between SMEs, following workshops and webinars. 

 End-user networking: new collaborations with end-users. 

 New devices development: a fruitful collaboration between SMEs and a facility/research center. 

The success stories are covering different kind of collaboration: from the SMEs-SMEs collaboration, to the 

regional policies ideas exchange, to academia international collaborations. These demonstrate a broad interest in 

Biophotonics and in the effects that this technology can bring in education and market sectors. 

3.1 Internationalization 

3.1.1 OPTECBB: link with other Biophotonics initiatives 
1) At the OASIS workshop which was held alongside the 3rd International Conference on BioPhotonics in 

Florence from 20th-22nd of May 2015 Mrs. Kerstin Kube-Erkens from Messe Berlin GmbH was able to utilize the 

OASIS network to her and her company’s advantage. Messe Berlin GmbH organizes the new international 

congress expo micro photonics (http://www.micro-photonics.de/en/) which will take place in Berlin from 11th-13th 

of October 2016. During the joint network evening of the OASIS workshop / 3rd International Conference on 

BioPhotonics and the International Congress on Biophotonics 2015 (ICOB 2015) on the 20th of May, she could 

win Mr. Jürgen Popp (Leibniz Institute of Photonic Technology e.V., Photonics4Life (P4L), Jena, Germany) and 

Roberta Ramponi (Institute for photonics and nanotechnologies, Milan, Italy) to become members of the 

committee board of the micro photonics congress. This not only strongly affiliates OASIS to a new photonic 

congress in the German capital region, but also strengthens OASIS’s connection to P4L.  
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2) During the OASIS workshop in Florence, Mrs. Kube-Erkens was also able to get in contact with the French 

company Alpao SAS (http://www.alpao.com). Resulting from subsequent discussions it is most likely that Alpao 

SAS will become an exhibitor at the micro photonics 2016. 

3.1.2 Photonics Bretagne and OPTOSCANA: link with regional and EU policies  
Smart Specialization Strategies of Bretagne and Tuscany were presented by representatives of the 2 regions 

during the OASIS WS in Rennes (January 20th 2015). A discussion between both representatives (Hélène 

MORIN from Bretagne Development Innovation and Emanuele FABBRI from Tuscany Region) took place 

afterwards. 

Further constructive exchanges between the 2 regions resulted in the acceptance of the Region Bretagne into the 

consortium of PhotonicSensing (an ERA-NET Cofund Network of 11 partners with join calls planned in the 2016 – 

2021 period). 

3.1.3 PNL: collaboration and student exchange programs with SLU (Sweden) 
It took PhotonicsNL a very long time to get the University of Wageningen on board the Oasis-project. Wageningen 

University is unique in the Netherlands for Agricuture & Food and Horticulture. Recently they were nominated as 

the best university in the Netherlands. Thanks to the Amsterdam workshop with Spectral Imaging for Agriculture & 

Food as a main subject, they decided to join the Oasis-program and gave a presentation on this subject. Because 

of this success they also decided to join the Sweden workshop on May 19th and 20th and gave there a 

presentation as well. The result is that they probably will start a collaboration with the Swedish Agricultural 

University (SLU) on exchange of students and collaboration with a partner of SLU for the Horizon2020 SFS-call 

2017. 

3.1.4 Finding new photonics applications in forestry: contacts with photonics 
clusters out of OASIS consortium 

During the roundtable session at the workshop in Sweden Mr. Marten Hetta from SLU (the roundtable and 

discussion leader) expressed his interest in photonics applications in forestry. After this discussion, SECPhO put 

him in contact with Mr. Juha Purmonen, the manager of Finland´s national technology platform of photonics 

(Photonics Finland), who is organising an event addressing this topic - ¨Forest & Photonics 2016¨ that will take 

place on 26th-27th of October, 2016. 

3.1.5 Swansea: SMEs products validation and dissemination 
One of the key issue for SMEs in the medical field is to gain customer confidence that their products are suitable 

for the purpose, eventually to demonstrate they are equivalent to more expensive existing tools, yet with some 

minor difference in the data sheet values that does not affect performance. However, in the medical field, end 

users are not expert and rarely trust new products without significant peer reviewed evidence. So far, a common 

evidence is a peer-reviewed publication in the sector: this may take a long time and yet, peer review is made by 

two or at most three unknown referees.  

This problem was discussed by Keopsys (France) during the OASIS workshop in Cardiff: the possibility of fast 

validation with a new procedure was discussed and then approved. The proposed method will be implemented in 

the H2020 Network COST MP1401 on fiber lasers (aflaser.eu) and Keopsys will provide one of their new 2 micron 

sources for testing. Keopsys will also be invited to present their activity and results at the next Consortium 

Meeting. 

3.2 Partner search for EU projects calls 

3.2.1 OPTOSCANA and OPTITEC 
Researchers from the CNR-IFAC are preparing an ICT-29-2016 Biophotonics call project on an eye imaging 

device. In order to build up a new consortium, they asked to OPTOSCANA to find a clinical partner, through the 

OASIS clusters contacts. Optitec found the right partner, Louis Hoffart from the Marseille Hospital, and now he is 

part of the project consortium. 

3.2.2 OPTOSCANA, PNL, Photonics Bretagne and SecPho 
Researchers from the CNR-IFAC are preparing an ICT-29-2016 Biophotonics call project on photoacoustics 

detection of skin cancer. They asked to OPTOSCANA to find the right partners for this project: contacts were 

found in the PNL, Photonics Bretagne and SecPho clusters. From PNL Wiendelt Steenbergen (Twente University) 

was involved in the project proposal, Guillaume Huss from Leukos (Photonics Bretagne, Optitec) and Gabriel 

Buendia form Teknon (SecPho) are the other two partners. The Amsterdam workshop was a key event in which 
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the first direct contacts were set up, and then finalized during Photonics West conference and exhibition 

(February 2016). 

3.2.3 SECPhO, OPTECBB, Swansea 
SECPhO´s member IREC asked for help in finding an international partner for their proposal ¨ELPHOS: Efficient 

LED skin care phototherapy system¨. SECPhO contacted the OASIS consortium and found two possible partners 

that were introduced to IREC: Fraunhofer IZM (Germany) and Cyden (Wales). 

3.2.4 Swansea and Photonics Bretagne  
New Devices for Healthcare 

Swansea University, University of Rennes, and CNR Trento developed a partnership to demonstrate first ever Mid 

Infrared Fiber Lasers with large applications to Healthcare and in particular in-vivo cancer diagnostic. An Anglo-

French proposal has been submitted by Swansea and Rennes on the topic and potential industrial applications 

can be quickly moved to Rennes spin-off DIAFIR specialized in IR spectroscopy. CSC Cardiff will also be 

involved. 

 

3.3 SMEs Networking 

3.3.1 OPTECBB 
Dr. Lars Anklamm from the Institute for Applied Photonics (IAP) e.V. traveled to the OASIS workshop Beyond 

Vision which was held in Amsterdam at the 20th and 21st of January 2016. After his pitch-talk on the first day of 

the workshop he was contacted by several workshop participants resulting in lively discussions on potential joint 

projects. On the second day of the workshop contacts of these SMEs and institutes were gathered by OASIS and 

will be disseminated within the next few weeks. 

3.3.2 Photonics Bretagne and Optoscana 
A first exchange was engaged between PERFOS and OptogeniX exhibitors at the OASIS WS in Florence (20-22 

May 2015). 

OptogeniX develops, produces and sells new devices to deliver light into the brain with revolutionary versatility 

and minimized invasiveness, overcoming the limitation of devices currently available on the market. 

PERFOS is the CRO (Contract Research Organization) of the Photonics Bretagne cluster expert in the 

development and commercialization of microstructured optical fibers for various applications in Biophotonics. A 

close collaboration has been engaged between the 2 partners after signature of a Non-Disclosure Agreement. 

3.3.3 SecPho 
During the Barcelona and Rennes workshops, some new contacts between SMEs were build up, leading to new 

commercial contacts and possible future collaborations. 

1. Ernesto Barrera (SME Photon Export): had 4 new contacts with the OASIS project partners and affiliated 
companies. He contacted and visited them after the workshop. The collaboration with Tematys, 
Photonics Sweeden and PNL is still on going. 

2. Alain Fautrel (H2P2 platform) had commercial contacts with Hamamatsu, and he could test new 
equipment in RAMAN spectrometry 

3. Laurence Dubreuil (APEX platform) went in contact with 3 new organisations: EvoSens, Diafir, Oxxius. 
After the workshop they received the visit of Oxxius. For the moment no equipment testing but it could be 
a possibility for the future. He also hopes that the contact they had with Evosens can give interesting 
collaborations with biphotonic endoscopy applications. 

4. Frédéric Berier (EvoSens SME) had the possibility to meet 3 new organizations: Bio Platforms, Amarok, 
PRISM and APEX. After the workshop they had an exchange via the cluster Photonics Bretagne with 
Amarok and PRISM.  

3.3.4 OPTOSCANA and OPTITEC 
During the second OASIS webinar, a contact between Domenico Alfieri from Light4Tech (OPTOSCANA) and F. 

Debarbieux from the Aix-Marseilles Université was organized. After the first meeting via web, possible future 

collaborations will be set up. 
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3.3.5 Swansea as chair of an EU Network involving companies 
One of the key issue for SMEs is to understand present and future market needs. This can be done by the use of 

a survey matching the SMEs expectation and with a significant amount of answers. Fyla (Valencia, Spain) is a 

laser company specialized in supercontinuum sources and pulsed laser sources. They asked the support of 

Swansea University as chair of the Fibre Laser Network: Swansea Uni prepared a dedicated survey, leaded by 

Fyle. The survey will be firstly tested using a potential customers list that includes over 140 Institutions across 

Europe. Once refined will be spread by local network and be available online. This allows laser SMEs, Fyla in 

primis, to tailor activities and focus on specific market needs. 

3.4 Opening up for close collaborations with an end-user 

3.4.1 Photonics Sweden 
This success story is a direct result of OASIS. The most important agent outside Photonics Sweden consortium 

has been the research coordinator of the National Veterinary Institute, Karin Artursson. The first contact was 

taken in connection with the phase of inventory of the biophotonics companies, life science infrastructures and 

end-user needs. At that time the communication happened only by phone. A further and more intensive 

interaction happened when the brochure of the Swedish biophotonics was being prepared in early 2015. In May 

2015, Karin Artursson invited PhotonicSweden to a visit and a meeting at SVA (National Veterinary Institute; Ulls 

väg 2B, Uppsala, Sweden) to discuss their needs of new technologies. The meeting occurred on May 25 together 

with the work group leader 3 of PhotonicSweden, I. Petermann from the institute Acreo. Here are some of the 

main needs discussed: 

• Detection of cleanliness. 
• Tomographic imaging or detection of biochemical substances/mycotoxin etc. in the field. 
• Quick measurements of tuberculose (w/o the needs for making cultures). 
• First screening of viruses in living insects. 

PhotonicSweden and Acreo have been then invited in the yearly Research Day of SVA and had further possibility 

to present photonic solutions in life science and discuss further needs for veterinary. 

Following this, PhotonicSweden decided to organize the last OASIS workshop in Uppsala in the campus of the 

Swedish agricultural university (SLU- Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden) and just a 

few hundred meters from SVA. Being close to these two organizations will allow for an efficient interaction 

between photonic solution providers and researchers and innovators in the fields of agriculture (e.g. the so-called 

precision farming), veterinary, and even in ecology (environment surveillance). 

This story shows that a close contact with end-users is a key to create new products and it is also a process 

which takes time and requires a lot of patience. The first concrete results are expected soon. 

3.4.2 OPTOSCANA 
In order to contact new end users in the field of Agrifood, OPTOSCANA contacted the small organic farm «La 

Valle del Sasso », who are producing meat from cows, porks and chicken. They expressed the need to have a 

device for traceability of their products and for an objective demonstration of the differences between their product 

and the ones that can be found in the large stores. From these need, a first contact between CNR IFAC and the 

DISPAA of the University of Florence (Department of agrofood production and environmental science) was 

organized. After the meeting, the two parts decided to start a preliminary study on this topic with the aim to find 

SMEs interested in these topics, supported by the OASIS network. 

New devices development 

3.4.3 Swansea 

3.4.3.1 The design of a new tool/instrument as an innovation transfer activity; 

The company involved in this story is Cymtec Ltd (Tredomen Business & Technology Centre, Tredomen 

Business Park,  Hengoed,  Caerphilly CF82 7FN,  UK), that has been contacted during the OASIS activities 

related to WP3 (questionnaire filling in). 

Cymtec NeoLite is a compact LED Multiplexer, which requires minimal alignment for smaller, lower cost light 

engines. The LED Multiplexer is designed to collimate, colour mix and homogenise high brightness LEDs in 

etendue restrictive systems. This means that it is possible to create a colour changeable light source with a small 

emission area and uniform spread of light. This technology is tailored for specific applications ensuring optimal 

performance. There are many possible applications including Medicine, Biology and military. 
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Swansea University is collaborating with the characterization and performance of the LEDs multiplexer and 

measuring the light beam quality. A seed funding to the national funder EPSR has been recently applied. 


