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1 Executive Summary 

This document summarizes the appearance of BIOPOOL project in media such as international 

journals, national newspapers, magazines, press releases, websites, webstreams, short films, and blog 

entries. The objective of press and media coverage is to support the dissemination of BIOPOOL, 

by attracting the attention to BIOPOOL resources, development and achievements, ultimately to 

contribute to the impact of the project. Target groups range from scientific and political 

audiences to the general public. 

Dissemination activities are coordinated by BRUNEL. A broad spectrum of dissemination 

channels are used in order to effectively reach the targets for dissemination and to maximise the 

visibility of the project.  
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2 Press and media coverage 

Until now, one press release has been published in Eurekaalert database, one of the world's 

leading independent resources for European research news. This press release has been highly 

cited in news websites, blogs, forums etc. The full text of the press release is provided in Annex 

I. In addition, BRUNEL highly encouraged partners to translate press releases into their native 

language and disseminating them on their own websites and forums. As a result, until now news 

about BIOPOOL activities have been published also in Italian and Spanish. 

A list of media appearance (both in English and non-English languages) since the start of the 

project is provided below. 

 

Magazines, articles, press releases 

 

[1] CORDIS (2012) “Services Associated to Digitalised Contents of Tissues in Biobanks Across 
Europe”.http://cordis.europa.eu/search/index.cfm?fuseaction=proj.document&PJ_RCN
=13020506 

 

[2] Eurekaalert 20/02/2013 “Data Pooling in Biobanks: The BIOPOOL Project” 

http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2013-02/bu-dpi020813.php 
 

[3] Times Higher Education 21/02/2013 “Brunel University Matching Service”, 

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/campus-round-up-21-february-

2013/2001697.article  

 

[4] ANSA, February 23/02.2013, “Medicina: Medicina: EU, Nata Rete Biobanche, Sara' 
'Google' delle Biopsie”. http://salute.doctissimo.it/le-news-della-salute/medicina-eu-
nata-rete-biobanche-sara-google-delle-biopsie_4378.html 
 

[5] IL FATTO QUOTIDIANO, 23/02.2013, “Cancro, Ecco BIOPOOL il Motore di  Ricerca 
Europeo per Studiare le Biopsie”. http://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2013/02/23/cancro-
ecco-biopool-motore-di-ricerca-europeo-per-studiare-biopsie/509971/ 
 

[6] Ciencia e Tecnologia Saude Digest, 19/02/2013  “Dados pool em biobancos: projeto a 
BIOPOOL” http://dhemo.net/articles/21231.html  
 

[7] Diagnostic news 21/02/2013 “Espana, Reino Unido, Holanda y Francia Crean una Red de 
Biobancos”. http://www.diagnosticsnews.com/noticia.php?id=16926  and 
http://elperiodicodeholanda.blogspot.co.uk/2013/02/espana-reino-unido-holanda-y-
francia.html  

 

[8] Gaceta Medica 20/02/2013   “Espana, Reino Unido, Holanda y Francia Crean una Red de 
Biobancos”.  
http://www.gacetamedica.com/gaceta/articulo.aspx?idart=731255&idcat=797&tipo=2  

 
 
 

http://cordis.europa.eu/search/index.cfm?fuseaction=proj.document&PJ_RCN=13020506
http://cordis.europa.eu/search/index.cfm?fuseaction=proj.document&PJ_RCN=13020506
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2013-02/bu-dpi020813.php
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/campus-round-up-21-february-2013/2001697.article
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/campus-round-up-21-february-2013/2001697.article
http://salute.doctissimo.it/le-news-della-salute/medicina-eu-nata-rete-biobanche-sara-google-delle-biopsie_4378.html
http://salute.doctissimo.it/le-news-della-salute/medicina-eu-nata-rete-biobanche-sara-google-delle-biopsie_4378.html
http://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2013/02/23/cancro-ecco-biopool-motore-di-ricerca-europeo-per-studiare-biopsie/509971/
http://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2013/02/23/cancro-ecco-biopool-motore-di-ricerca-europeo-per-studiare-biopsie/509971/
http://dhemo.net/articles/21231.html
http://www.diagnosticsnews.com/noticia.php?id=16926
http://elperiodicodeholanda.blogspot.co.uk/2013/02/espana-reino-unido-holanda-y-francia.html
http://elperiodicodeholanda.blogspot.co.uk/2013/02/espana-reino-unido-holanda-y-francia.html
http://www.gacetamedica.com/gaceta/articulo.aspx?idart=731255&idcat=797&tipo=2
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Podcasts and video lectures 

 

[1] Roberto Bilbao 03/06/2012, videolecture at the European Data Forum (EDF), 
Copenhagen 2012, “Services associated to digitalised contents of tissues in biobanks 
across Europe – BIOPOOL”. http://videolectures.net/dataforum2012_bilbao_biopool/  

 

Scientific articles and meetings 

 

[1] Bereciartua A., Munoz E., Gandon F., Moscone F., Garcıa S., Riegman P.H.J., de Jong B., 
del Villar A., Bilbao R. (2012), “Services Associated to Digitalize Contents of Human 
Tissues in Biobanks Across Europe: BIOPOOL Project”, poster and oral presentation at 
the Joint Conference of ESBB & the Spanish National Biobank Network. Published on 
Biopreservation and Biobanking, vol. 10, issue 5 

 

[2] de Jong B., Bilbao R. ,  Riegman P.H.J. (2012) “Requirements for Sharing of and Searching 
on Histo-Morphological Aspects in Digital Pathology Images and Associated Data – 
BIOPOOL” oral presentation at the Joint Conference of ESBB & the Spanish National 
Biobank Network. Published on Biopreservation and Biobanking, vol. 10, issue 5 

   http://www.esbb.org/granada/speakers/dejong.html  

 
[3] Bereciartua A., Munoz E., Gandon F., Moscone F., Garcıa S., Riegman P.H.J., de Jong B., 

del Villar A., Bilbao R. (2013) “Services Associated to Digitalised Contents of Tissues in 
Biobanks Across Europe: A Proof of Concept – BIOPOOL” Oral presentation at the ISBER 
2013 Annual Meeting 

 

[4] Bereciartua A., Munoz E., Gandon F., Moscone F., Tosetti E., Garcıa S., Riegman P.H.J., 
de Jong B., del Villar A., Bilbao R.  (2013) “The economic benefits of data pooling in 
biobanks: the BIOPOOL project” Oral presentation at the iHEA conference 
http://ihea2013.abstractsubmit.org/presentations/11330/ 

 

3  Conclusions 

This document has shown that international media have welcome in a positive way BIOPOOL 
project. Some journalists have even defined BIOPOOL as the new “google” to tackle the war 
against diseases such cancer. We hope that our wide coverage in international media has 
alerted different stakeholders of society in the possibility of having such new technology. Our 
team is committed to make all efforts to guarantee media coverage for the entire duration of 
the project, with the ultimate hope to involve in the project new biobanks, clinicians, patients.  

  

http://videolectures.net/dataforum2012_copenhagen/
http://videolectures.net/dataforum2012_copenhagen/
http://videolectures.net/dataforum2012_bilbao_biopool/
http://www.esbb.org/granada/speakers/dejong.html
http://ihea2013.abstractsubmit.org/presentations/11330/


 Deliverable 7.4.1 v1.0 

15/03/2013 296162 6 

4 Annex I: press release 

 

Data pooling in biobanks: The BIOPOOL project 

February, 20th, 2013 

A European consortium of medical, research and higher education institutions is developing a network 
for banks containing digitalised images of human tissue—"biobanks"— which will help doctors to 
diagnose different types of possible cancerous tissues taken from patients' biopsies in a shorter time. 

The seven partners across four European countries, Spain, the United Kingdom, Netherlands and 
France are developing the project, known as BIOPOOL, with a budget of €2,500,000 from the 
European Commission.  

"The network will enable clinicians to compare the image of a biopsy for a patient with biopsy images 

of a large number of other patients across Europe," explained Francesco Moscone, Professor of 
Business Economics at Brunel University, west London, who is responsible for the business impact of 
this project.  

"The benefits mean that there would be a faster and more accurate diagnosis of diseases, thereby 
preventing, or reducing, the need for multiple invasive tests."  

"Fast and accurate diagnosis will also help in identifying the more appropriate medical treatment, as 
well as reduce the length of hospital stay."  

The existing biobanks are organised collections of biological material and associated health 
information, for medical-scientific research and diagnostic purposes. In the recent years, biobanks 
have started digitalising their material, by scanning their samples and storing images and associated 
information in databases.  

But the digital images are usually collected in various different formats, and stored in separated 

databases and facilities. While image collections carry very valuable knowledge in several fields, their 
exploitation requires tools to gather, access, visualise, and process large images. 

Professor Moscone added: "From the point of view of medical research, the large amount of data 
shared within BIOPOOL will allow the scientific community to conduct more meaningful clinical trials, 
especially with respect rare diseases." 

"The use of such interconnected sources of data is very promising, as it is expected to reduce 
diagnosis time and related costs," he said. Roberto Bilbao, Director of the Basque Biobank for 
Research and coordinator of BIOPOOL project explained that the project involves a significant number 
of challenges, both technical and non-technical.  

It manages very large images, as digitalised bio-images are stored in huge files, even reaching 10-15 
GB per image.  

The scheme will aggregate data from biobanks until August 2014. 

Notes to Editors: 

BIOPOOL will offer services such as on text- and image-based search queries, region-of-interest 
extraction and automated pathology information extraction for specific types of cancers. It will provide 
tools for the interconnection of different biobank digital resources, using standard communication 
protocols. The use of these protocols will allow acquiring, storing and exchanging images and 

associated data. The project will use storage formats such as OME-XML, OME-TIFF, that are 
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compatible with existing systems. In order to include already existing images, auxiliary modules will 
be developed to convert images into standard formats. 

The challenges include scalability problems and different acquisition protocols for different types of 
tissues. Furthermore, the comparison between different images of the pool is very complex due to 
different scales and formats of images, and the biological variability of samples. 

The partners involved in the project are: Basque Biobank for Research, Tecnalia Research & 
Innovation, Emedica SL, Cultek SL (Spain), Pertimm SAS (France), Brunel University (United 
Kingdom), and Erasmus MC (Netherlands). 

For further information please visit the website www.biopoolproject.eu 

Contact numbers: 

Roberto Bilbao (Spain): e-mail: bilbao@bioef.org; mobile. ++34665700460 

Francesco Moscone (UK): e-mail: Francesco.Moscone@brunel.ac.uk. ++44 (0)7542154518  

 

Source: EurekAlert! 

http://www.biopoolproject.eu/
mailto:bilbao@bioef.org
mailto:Francesco.Moscone@brunel.ac.uk

