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Over the last few years, research has been carried out to develop new technologies for ITS, 

most often supported by the EC Research Framework Programme as well as national 

programmes, but their introduction onto the roads and into the vehicle fleet is relatively slow. 

Today there is a growing need to understand several questions which are crucial for market 

introduction and penetration of these systems: 

 How does the driver use the system? 

 What are the short and long term effects? 

 How can the systems’ performance be further improved? 

By testing the systems on a large scale, in real driving conditions during a significant period 

of time, Field Operational Tests can answer these questions. Field Operational Tests (FOT) 

are large-scale test programmes aimed at providing a comprehensive assessment of the 

efficiency, quality, robustness and acceptance of ICT solutions used for smarter, safer, 

cleaner and more comfortable transport solutions. 

The FOTs are expected to test close-to-the-market systems in a sufficiently large fleet of 

vehicles, in order to provide enough real operational data to carry out robust impact 

assessments, and consequently obtain sound statistical conclusions at a European level. 

The results of FOTs will enable policy makers to establish the policy framework for 

deployment of these systems, and business leaders to make informed decisions about their 

market introduction.  

Throughout Europe, many past FOTs have been carried at the national level, and efforts 

have also been put into promoting testing activities at a pan-European level. At the EU Level, 

the DG CONNECT – Smart Cities and Sustainability unit – has focussed its EC FP7 Work 

Programme on FOTs. As a result of the EC-funded FESTA project, the FOT methodology is 

now used as the basis for the execution of all future FOTs and pilots. The EC-funded 

activities euroFOT, TeleFOT have finalised, and FOTsis and DRIVE C2X are nearly finished. 

In addition to FOTs, DG CONNECT is also funding a number of pilots on Cooperative 

Systems and Electromobility that FOT-Net is paying particular attention to, given their role 

concerning deployment of ITS solutions. Another area of attention for FOT-Net is the 

Naturalistic Driving Studies, like the UDRIVE project that is currently preparing operations. 

FOTs represent a great opportunity not only to test together new promising technologies but 

also to learn from each other. During the lifetime period of the different FOTs carried out both 

at the national and European levels, there is a crucial need for a platform of knowledge 

exchange in order to let these individual FOTs benefit from each other’s experiences, as well 

as giving the European Commission an overview of the current activities. This platform was 

set-up in 2008 as the FOT-Net support action funded at the time by the EC DG Information 

Society. Contractually, FOT-Net ended in December 2010 and was followed by its second 

phase FOT-Net 2 for a period of 39 months since January 2011. In January 2014 FOT-Net 

Data started, the support action that takes over the networking activities from FOT-Net and 

focuses on data sharing issues. 

 


