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3.1 Publishable summary 

Future Internet CHallenge eHealth (FICHe) project aims to challenge European small and mid-sized 
enterprises (SME) and startups that develop innovative applications and businesses in the eHealth 
market building upon the available FIWARE technology, i.e. FIWARE generic enablers, specific 
enablers and/or domain specific platforms (www.fiware.org ).  
 
FICHe open call and FIWARE technologies were promoted in several EU countries. From the 300+ 
applications, an Independent Review Committee (IRC) selected 80 to enter the challenge. Selected 
SMEs and startups enter into 18-month challenge, split in a three-phase acceleration program. 
Selected SMEs and startups receive direct funding, technical training and business coaching, and 
are involved in field labs and co-creation with end users. 
 
SMEs and startups will translate their idea into a field lab tested prototype, while elaborating their 
business model and go-to-market strategy. The most promising and innovative proposals 
complying the requirements of each phase will be selected by IRC to continue to the next phase. 
80 teams enter the first phase with grant of 15 000€, 40 will continue with 50 000€, and 20 
finalists entering the third and last phase will receive 152 000€.  

 
Picture 1: The process of FICHe accelerator project 

 
The work performed during the period included in addition to project management the actions 
related to Open call and Phase1.  In detailed they were opening and promoting FICHe open call, 
supporting SMEs and startups to apply, selecting 80 companies entering to Phase1 and completion 
of Phase1.  
 
During the first period the main achievements have been: 

1) Open call 
- ~ 40 events (hosted & participated) 
- 300+ applications received from 30+ countries 
- 1800+ followers in F6S platform 
- European-wide visibility in media 
- The selection of 80 SMEs and startups to Phase 1 

 
2) Phase 1: from idea into business model 

- Enrolment of 80 SMEs including the Sub Grant agreement process 
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- Organizing three bootcamps: Finland, Spain, The Netherlands 
- Four webinars: kick off and closing webinars and FIWARE and  Lean startup training 

webinars 
- One to one coaching/support 

 
As a result of FICHe project there will be twenty (20) tested prototypes and go-to-market 
strategies and business plans, among numerous other ideas and concepts of applications in 
eHealth market using FIWARE technology.  
 
Important outcome of the FICHe project will be the reinforcement of the directly benefited SMEs 
as world-class companies, capable of successfully competing at the global level. Reaching critical 
mass by the easier access to international funding and markets, will boost their growth while 
reducing market fragmentation in Europe. New business niches and untapped opportunities for 
SMEs and startups will be discovered through the involvement of end users of the eHealth market. 
These newly niches will in turn not only promote job creation within the eHealth market but also 
stimulate the economy supporting eHealth SMEs. 
 
FICHe project Coordinator is University of Oulu from Finland. Other partners are: 

- Finland: City of Oulu (BusinessOulu) 
- The Netherlands:  Dutch eHealth Fund Management BV, Stichting Digitalezorg.nl, Stichting 

ZorgInc, Stichting Amsterdam Economic Board and TNO 
- Spain: TIC BioMed, FFIS de la region de Murcia 

 
 

 
 
www.f6s.com/fiche  
 
 

http://www.f6s.com/fiche

