
           

(NetSoc)

D2.1 – Action plan for meetings, workshops with other 
application sectors

Editor: Halid Hrasnica, Eurescom GmbH

Deliverable nature: Report (R)

Dissemination level: Public (PU)

Contractual delivery date: 30 September 2012

Actual delivery date: 1 February 2013

Suggested readers: Wide European ICT and vertical sector communities

Version: 1.0

Total number of pages: 12

Keywords: ICT, vertical sectors, application sectors, action plan

Abstract

The document includes action plan for interaction with vertical sectors – sectors providing 
services and applications in various societal areas – with the aim to coordinate and
facilitate communications and dialogue among the ICT and applications sectors. It 
represents a guideline for facilitation of cooperation among the sectors in the scope of 
NetSoc project, in particular activities of WP2 “Building OCT network position” and its 
Task 2.1 “Cross sectors interactions”.
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the information is free from risk, and accepts no liability for loss or damage suffered by 
any person using this information.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The strategic objective of the Networked Society project is to define the requirements for 
future networks that can seamlessly support a wide set of future services and applications, 
enabling a dialogue between communities interested in a wide spectrum of networking 
related issues, e.g. terrestrial, satellite and content delivery communities, with the industrial 
and social application sectors. The industrial and social sectors – so called vertical sectors 
(in respect to the ICT sector) represented by the vertical communities – are creating a 
number of new services and applications, causing an exponential growth of traffic in 
telecommunications networks, between devices and terminals of all types, among various 
types of users, etc., which more and more challenge the existing networking infrastructure 
and introduce higher and higher requirements on the infrastructure. On the other hand, the 
time needed to generate evolutions in capability and capacity of the advanced 
communications infrastructures is much greater than that for the advanced services and 
applications.  Therefore, research efforts must be focused now on evolution of network
infrastructures in accordance with the demands of the overall networked society which 
definitely includes the vertical sectors.

This will, of course, require a drastic change in the traditional boundaries between various 
sectors and their business models, allowing that research efforts and resources are focused 
on the critical issues among and within the various sectors, where cross sector synergies to 
achieve the common goals are maximised. In order to ensure it, the NetSoc project will 
provide necessary environment for discussions and collaborations among the sectors, 
which will include meetings among representatives of ICT sector with the vertical 
communities, work on joint documents and publications, participation and discussion at 
joint events, etc. This deliverable presents an initial plan for meetings, workshops, and 
interactions with vertical sectors, created by the NetSoc project. Of course, the initial 
planning will be regularly reviewed and updated by the project consortium, in order to 
meet actual and up-to-date needs of the addressed communities; ICT and vertical sectors.

The document is organised as follows; In Chapter 2, scope of the planned collaborations 
among the sectors is presented, followed by concrete information on addressed vertical 
communities, received feedback and future plans, presented in Chapter 3. Planned direct 
interactions among the communities are presented in Chapter 4, followed by a brief 
conclusion (Chapter 5).



NetSoc Deliverable D2.1

6 / 12

2 COLLABORATION AMONG ICT AND 
VERTICAL COMMUNITIES

The Networked Society project has the strategic objective to define the requirements for 
future networks that can seamlessly support the Networked Society of 2020 by enabling an 
informed dialogue and policy debate between the terrestrial, satellite and content delivery 
communities with the industrial and social application sectors through the active 
dissemination of the SRAs and ensuring the correct positioning of the networks and ICT 
issues in Horizon2020. In order to achieve this objective, the NetSoc project has invited a 
number of application sectors/communities (Sec. Error! Reference source not found.) to 
collaborate in the identification of ICT requirements from the application needs side, in 
particular the application demands on future networks, with the aim is to improve ICT 
related research roadmaps with the applications domain needs.

Accordingly, the NetSoc target is to leverage the momentum developed in the Net!Works, 
ISI and NEM European Technology platform communities on networking issues, where 
joint initiatives taken by these ETPs will consolidate and reinforce the priorities for future 
network research. Furthermore, similar work will be done in cooperation with EPOSS/IoT 
and NESSI communities related to their strategic research documents. The SRAs for the 
communications networks domain are expected to identify requirements for advances in 
networks, based on a dialogue with a wide range of usage areas from other (non-ICT) 
industry and applications sectors – so called vertical sectors.

In order to develop the required dialogue among various usage areas and the ICT sector, 
Net!Works, ISI, and NEM European Technology Platform launched public discussions on 
potential interactions with the usage areas at their main events in autumn 2012:

 NEM General Assembly and NEM Summit in Istanbul on 16-18 October 2012,
 Net!Works Event 2012: Towards Horizon 2020, in Brussels on 13 November 2012, 

and
 ISI General Assembly and ISI SatCom event, in Brussels on 14 November 2012.

The mentioned technology platforms will work in the next period on evolution of their 
SRAs in accordance with the following schedule:

1) A prioritisation of R&D items from the Net!Works, ISI, and NEM as well as IoT 
and NESSI SRA documents will be discussed in respect to possible inter-sectorial 
interactions, where the NetSoc project will provide and intermediate summary of 
the priorities and discussions in December 2012.

2) Afterwards, the intermediate document will be discussed with so-called vertical 
communities, in order to gather specific requirements on future network and service 
evolution from different usage areas addressing various societal challenges.

3) An open discussion among ICT and vertical sectors is planned for spring 2013, to 
understand requirements from various usage areas on ICT and aiming at creation of 
updated SRA documents to include the requirements.

Second iteration for developing the SRA documents will be done in period spring 2013 –
spring 2014, where the ICT communities will provide new versions of the SRA documents, 
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with significant involvement of the related activities, followed by similar activities carried 
out by the vertical communities.
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3 ADDRESSING VERTICAL COMMUNITIES

3.1 Communication Overview

The project activities on addressing the vertical communities has been launched in July 
2012, in accordance with the project plan, by defining and distributing Collaboration 
requests / Invitations for collaboration to the communities. Formal invitations for 
collaboration have been sent to the following ETP’s, representing various vertical (non 
ICT) communities:

 SmartGrids,
 TPWind,
 Photovoltaics,
 Food,
 NanoMedicine,
 Forestplatform,
 ECTP,
 Manufuture,
 WSSTP,
 ACARE,
 ERRAC,
 ERTRAC,
 Waterborne, and
 a group of Health stakeholders around Edinburgh Napier University.

On the ICT side, the following communities have been contacted:

 NESSI,
 EPoSS,
 Photonics21, and
 EUROP.

Until now, the following vertical communities expressed their interests to collaborate with 
the NertSoc project along targets presented in Chapter 2:

 WSSTP
 Forestplatform
 Food
 Smart Grids
 ERTRAC
 eHealth stakeholders

On the other hand, TPWind cannot commit resources for the proposed collaboration, 
whereas we did not receive responses from other addressed vertical communities.
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On the side of ICT communities, EPoSS, including its IoT community, and NESSI 
expressed concrete interests to collaborate with the NetSoc project and they will be also 
involved in discussions on ICT related SRAs and in work of the NetSoc Expert Group.

3.2 Recent and Planned Activities with Vertical Communities

The communities which accepted the NetSoc invitation for collaboration expressed high 
interests to actively contribute to the second set of SRAs from Net!Works, ISI, and NEM 
by providing requirements on the future networks from perspective of their community 
members. They have also shown high interest to actively participate in Usage Areas 
workshops, which will be organised by the NetSoc project in 2013 and 2014.

The NetSoc representatives already had initial discussions and meetings with 
representatives from:

 WSSTP
 Smart Grids
 eHealth stakeholders

These and other vertical communities, which accepted the collaboration with the NetSoc, 
will be involved in discussions on the ICT SRA documents during December 2012, when 
the summaries of the SRA’s from Net!Works, ISI, and NEM, including similar 
contributions from IoT and NESSI, are ready. The vertical communities will be asked to 
provide their comments on the SRAs and include their particular requirements on the 
future networks, which will create a base for further discussions, which will be carried out 
in first quarter of 2013.

Discussions among ICT and non-ICT communities will be ensured through a dedicated 
mailing list and further means of communication as appropriate. The NetSoc Expert Group 
will also be involved in the discussion.

Open discussion and interaction among the communities will be ensured at the Usage 
Areas workshop and other meetings which will be organised by the NetSoc project 
(Chapter 4). Furthermore, the NetSoc representatives will also take part at events organised 
by the vertical communities.

3.3 Interactions with other ICT Areas

As already mentioned above, the IoT and NESSI representatives will actively take part in 
the following activities:

 Evolution of the ICT SRAs in respect to discussions with the vertical 
communities, where the contributions from these two communities will be 
considered in both phases of the SRA evolution; summary of the ICT topics (i) 
and inclusion of topics from the vertical communities (ii)

 Participation in the NetSoc Expert Group

In discussions with the EPOSS representatives, a common interest in approaching the 
vertical communities have been identified. Thus, both EPOSS and NetSoc intend to jointly 
approach these communities in the first quarter of 2013 and expect to receive a higher 
feedback than while doing it individually.
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4 PLANNED EVENTS AND MEETINGS

As is laid down in the NetSoc project plan, two Usage Areas workshop will be organised;
one in spring 2013 and one in spring 2014. The Usage Areas workshop will mainly focus 
on dialogue among ICT and non-ICT community members, exchange of experiences and 
best practices in applying ICT technologies in various application sectors, and definition of 
requirements from the vertical sectors for the future networks and ICT at large.

The timing of the Usage Areas workshops will also allow discussions on Calls for Project 
proposals issued (or to be issued) by the FP7 and Horizon 2020 R&D programmes:

Spring 2013

 Definition of the first work programme 2014/2015 for Horizon 2020 is expected to 
be finalised in July 2013. Thus, the Usage Areas workshop will provide an unique 
opportunity for members of both ICT and non-ICT communities to present their 
ideas on topics and research areas as significant inputs for the work programme

 3rd Call for Project Proposals of the Future Internet PPP Programme will have 
submission deadline in autumn 2013. Therefore, the workshop will be an ideal 
place for the potential project proposers to present their ideas and express interests 
for collaboration and creation of the project consortiums targeting the FI-PPP Call.

Spring 2014

 The third phase of the Future Internet PPP – Expansion phase – will include Open 
Calls for project and project participants, looking for concrete application scenarios 
on the top of the Future Internet infrastructure created in the 1st and 2nd programme 
phases, during 2014. Thus, it will also be a good opportunity to present and discuss 
concrete ideas in this respect

 After start of the Horizon 2020 programme, this will be right time to discuss 
proposals and expressions of interests for creation of the project proposals and 
consortiums, targeting Horizon 2020 Calls in 2014 and beyond.

In order to stimulate discussions at the Usage Areas workshops, the NetSoc project will 
provide updated versions of the SRAs documents from Net!Works, ISI, and NEM 
(including IoT and NESSI) for broader consideration. Furthermore, prior the Usage Areas 
workshops, respective Calls for Contributions will be issued, in particular targeting the 
vertical communities, to collect and select presentations and other contributions, which 
will be included in programmes of the Usage Areas workshops.

Besides the Usage Areas workshops, the NetSoc will organise two meetings of its Expert 
Group (1st beginning of 2013, 2nd beginning of 2014), where one of the most important 
topics will be integration of requirements received from the vertical communities into SRA 
documents from the ICT domain. Therefore, the NetSoc project will consider inviting
active participants from the vertical communities to these meetings.

Besides its own events and meetings mentioned above, the NetSoc project will continue to 
approach the vertical communities which did not respond to the initial invitation for 
collaboration by active participation and project representation at the events and meetings 
of the addressed communities. However, since the event and meeting plans of the 
addressed communities for the next period are not yet finalised, the NetSoc will follow-up 
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all potential opportunities to directly present its approach in involving the vertical 
communities in definition of the ICT, in particular network related, challenges and 
motivate members of these communities to actively collaborate.
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5 CONCLUSIONS

In order to establish an action plan for meetings, workshops with other application sectors, 
the NetSoc project contacted a large number of ICT and non-ICT European communities, 
mainly represented by ETPs in specific application areas also targeting particular industry 
sector. Even a number of positive responses regarding future collaboration have been 
received, it can be concluded that level of the feedback received is significantly lower than 
expected. However, in many cases, lack of resources was the main reason for low feedback 
and willingness for cooperation. Nevertheless, willingness of six vertical communities 
received so far provides a solid base for launching the discussions among different industry 
sectors, as is intended by the NetSoc project, which is expected to lead to substantial and 
continuous dialogue among the sectors.

Moreover, it is expected that level of involvement of the vertical sectors will significantly 
increase in the next period when concrete discussions will be launched. The discussions 
will be supported by SRA documents, which will be provided by the ICT communities 
(Net!Works, ISI, NEM, with some involvement from IoT/EPOSS and NESSI 
communities) and the NetSoc deliverable D2.4 dedicated to identification of cross-sector 
interactions. Thus, starting from the concrete discussion with for the time being 
“responsive” vertical sectors and achievement of first results from the dialogue, it is 
expected that motivation for further sectors to join the discussions will significantly 
increase.

Finally, the Usage Areas workshop, which will be organised by the NetSoc project in 
March 2013, is expected to attract further vertical sectors to join the dialogue, as it was 
experienced in the past within EX-FI1 project, which successfully organised a number of 
similar events in the past.

                                                
1 EX-FI - Expanding the European Future Internet Community, Support Action (SA) project under EC FP7, 
May 2010 - June 2011


