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SEMAINE D7d

Executive Summary
The present report covers the dissemination of the recordings made during the final year of the SE-
MAINE project. The recordings have been added to the existing SEMAINE web-accessible data-
base, available from http://semaine-db.eu. 

Four video tracks, and two audio tracks have been added per recording. In addition, annotations de-
scribing the quality of the interactions and the actions taken by the automatic SAL system have 
been included in the database.

In total, 81 participants have been recorded, for a total of 625 character interactions, totalling ap-
proximately 1860 minutes. Combined with the existing SEMAINE recordings these data constitute 
a considerable resource that should serve the affective computing and broader research community 
for many years to come. 
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Introduction
During the final year of the SEMAINE project, dialogues between the fully automatic SAL system 
and a large number of human participants have been recorded. These recordings of interactions with 
the fully automatic SAL system add substantially to the already available set of training data gener-
ated during previous phases of the project. One important addition of the new recordings is that the  
actions made by the automatic SAL system have been logged, which makes it possible to assess in  
detail how and why the system behaved the way it did.  That data recorded during the first two 
years of the project came from interactions between users and a human 'operator' simulating a SAL 
agent, and is described in detail in McKeown et al. 2010a. A description of all recordings made in  
connection with the SEMAINE system can be found in McKeown et al. 2010b.

This report describes how the recordings made of participants interacting with the SEMAINE auto-
matic SAL system. These recordings are described in detail in deliverable D6c. For an overview of 
what automatic analyses have made use of the data made available through the SEMAINE online 
database, please see section 10 of deliverable D6c.

1 Recordings 
In the fully automatic SAL recordings, the utterances and behavioural actions executed by the SAL 
Character were decided entirely automatically by the latest versions of the SEMAINE project sys-
tem available.  There have been three iterations of this procedure using different versions of the 
fully operational version of the SAL system. 

In total,  625 character interactions have been added to the online accessible database.  81 parti-
cipants have been recorded, for a total of approximately 1860 minutes. Combined with the existing 
SEMAINE recordings these data constitute a considerable resource that should serve the affective 
computing and broader research community for many years to come. 

2 Data available online 
Because of the difference in recording setup (see deliverable D6c), three camera tracks and two mi-
crophone tracks are associated with every Session (recall that one session corresponds to a single  
character conversation). This is in contrast with the Solid SAL recordings, where five camera tracks 
and four microphone tracks were associated with every Session. The visual output of the SAL sys-
tem has also been recorded and is made available as a separate audio-visual track.

In terms of annotation data we have added the FeelTrace labelling of the level of engagement, and 
the participant quality ratings. In addition, the log file of the SEMAINE system is made available as 
an annotation file. This log file contains all messages sent in the SEMAINE system and can thus be 
used to reproduce the SEMAINE system's output, or to evaluate exactly how and why the system 
(re)acted the way it did. These log files have been divided into the relevant character interactions at  
the point where the Greta character passes control to the relevant SAL character.   

3 References
Gary McKeown, Michel F. Valstar, Roderick Cowie, and Maja Pantic, 'The SEMAINE Corpus of 
Emotionally Coloured Character Interactions', Proc. IEEE Int’l Conf. Multimedia & Expo 
(ICME’10), pp. 1079-1084, Singapore, July 2010
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