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1 Final publishable summary report 
 

1.1 Executive summary 

 
The photonics market is innovation driven. In Europe Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises are at the heart 

of this innovation, and draw their strength from flexibility and quick time-to-market. These SMEs however 

are also vulnerable when exposed to innovation roadblocks. This happens when they cannot rely on the best 

experts in the field or when they do not have the financial means to invest in cutting-edge technological 

facilities that are crucial in the R&D innovation process. A practical way to lower this innovation barrier is 

the creation of a European trans-national centre to photonics expertise and R&D infrastructure that supports 

European companies with the know-how of the best experts and the best facilities that Europe has to offer. 

What is more, this innovation barrier could even be entirely removed when also the initial cost of the 

innovation support, delivered by the centre, could be partially or fully waived with financial support from the 

European Commission. Implementing, testing, and fine-tuning this new subsidy model for short-term 

industrial innovation in the micro-optics sub-domain of photonics, and demonstrating its efficiency and 

innovation impact have been the objectives of the Access Centre To Micro-Optics expertise, Services and 

Technologies “ACTMOST”. 

ACTMOST is a European consortium of 14 high-tech research laboratories from 6 European member states, 

coordinated by Prof. Hugo Thienpont from Vrije Universiteit Brussel. It kicked-off in September 2010 to 

create a “one-stop-shop” solution provider to support European industry with access to large-scale facilities, 

to centres that are equipped with manufacturing technologies, to instrumentation that is nowhere else 

available, and to photonics experts who are gifted with know-how, expertise and experience, and capable of 

coming up with practical solutions for industrial innovation challenges in a timely, cost-effective, and risk-

free manner. ACTMOST received 1.2 Million Euro funding from the European Commission and started 

serving European companies on January 2011 for a test period of 30 months. ACTMOST installed a policy 

that privileges SMEs by delivering them photonics innovation support free-of-charge, while large scale 

companies received innovation support at 50% of the innovation support cost. With €600K EU project 

budget to cover the costs of the “Innovation Projects” ACTMOST successfully supported 29 companies, 

80% of which were SMEs. 20 companies were identified as photonics industry, while the others were 

identified as photonics-enabled industry and developed innovative products enhanced with photonics in a 

wide field of industrial sectors such as biomedicine, green energy, safety and security, or transport.  

A first estimate of ACTMOST’s impact, based on the business plans of the companies, indicates that every 

Euro of EU funding leveraged the R&D innovation expenditure with a factor of 2,75 and will create on 

average €15 of additional company revenue per year for a duration of at least 4 years as soon as the new 

product will be successfully marketed. As such the €600K EU funding is expected to create 45 new jobs and 

additional company revenue of €9M per year over a period of at least 4. This estimate straightforwardly 

illustrates what can be achieved with an innovation instrument such as ACTMOST.  The great interest for 

this new model from a considerable number of companies proves the real need and growing interest of SMEs 

and large scale companies for short-term photonics innovation support. ACTMOST’s “Overall user 

satisfaction” and “quality of services” ratings scored “very good” or “excellent” showing that this new 

innovation instrument is very well received by the supported European companies. Industry appreciates in 

particular the single-stop-shop character of the solution-providing centre, the centralized contact and entry 

point, the quick guidance to experts, the fast and professional support, the IPR policy, and the low-

administrative overhead. What is more, the “technology-support-instead-of-money” subsidy model is very 

well received and effectively lowers the companies’ barriers to start with photonics-driven product 

innovation.  

The ACTMOST pilot project has therefore clearly demonstrated the great value-for-money of this innovation 

model. It fills the gap of R&D innovation schemes for which currently there are no support instruments at the 

European level. It is especially suited for SMEs, who need fast, business-driven, practical, and free-of-charge 

support to accelerate innovation or technology take-up, rather than quantum-leap research, to stay ahead of 

competition.  
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1.2 Summary description 

 

Project context and objectives 

 

In September 2010 the European ACTMOST consortium kicked off with the goal to trial the 

pioneering concept of creating a “one-stop-shop” photonics solution provider to support industry 

with product innovation and to accelerate technology take-up. It was decided that this new 

innovation instrument should not immediately be put to the test on a large scale and in the very 

broad domain of photonics, but that it would be best to first develop and assess the concept in a sub-

discipline of photonics; in this case micro-optics.  As a result the “Access Center To Micro-Optics 

Solutions, Services and Technologies” ACTMOST was created. It aimed at providing European 

companies with access to a pool of micro-optics experts who are gifted with know-how, innovation 

expertise and solutions, and to their cutting-edge micro-optics design facilities, manufacturing 

technologies, and instrumentation. Although the initiative intended to focus on the support of 

SMEs, it would not exclude Large Scale Companies (LSCs). ACTMOST integrated the human 

resources and technology capabilities of 14 European high-tech micro-optics laboratories from 6 

European member states and was coordinated by Prof. Hugo Thienpont from Vrije Universiteit 

Brussel,. ACTMOST received €1.2 M funding from the European Commission for a 30 months 

period, during which it had to install operational procedures, reach out to companies, test the access 

and support concept, measure its impact on the companies, and investigate how the new innovation 

instrument could be scaled-up, if deemed successful. 

 

During the first six months of operation ACTMOST developed access procedures, installed a 

project flow route and project evaluation criteria, created project application forms, templates for 

progress and consensus reports, Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) and contract forms for 

industrial collaboration including Intellectual Property Regulation (IPR). During this start-up period 

ACTMOST also initiated an aggressive Public Relations (PR) campaign, based on multimedia 

advertisement and industry workshops.  

 

 
Figure : ACTMOST  as a “ one-stop-shop” access to micro-optics expertise, technologies and 

solutions.  
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On January 2011 ACTMOST started serving European companies with timely, cost-effective, and 

risk-free innovation support in the form of innovation projects. Innovation projects aim at 

supporting companies with feasibility studies, proof-of-concept experiments, and prototyping 

support. Also technology skills were transferred to company staff during personalized trainings and 

de-risk exercises, and company staff was personally coached by ACTMOST technology experts or 

received hands-on experience in the ACTMOST research facilities.  

 

 

ACTMOST installed a policy that privileges SMEs by delivering them this innovation support free-

of-charge up to the level of €60 K. LSCs received innovation support at 50% of the innovation 

support cost to a maximum value of €30 K. With €600K EU project budget to cover the costs of the 

“Innovation Projects” ACTMOST successfully supported 29 companies. Two types of innovation 

projects were supported: “user projects” that focused on product innovation with micro-optics 

technology and “technology coaching” that provided company personnel with hands-on experience 

in high-tech labs and with personalized transfer of technology skills. 

 

Main results 

 

To give a flavour of ACTMOST’s support activities we provide a few examples of successfully 

delivered innovation projects. The broad scope of these projects immediately illustrates that 

innovation is delivered in the very wide application domain of ICT.  

 

mLED (SME, UK, Display Technologies): Demonstration of the feasibility of wire bonding and 

packaging technology for a high-resolution blue LED array. 

 

Luxeole (SME, FR, Energy): Evaluation study of the technological feasibility to integrate bright 

communication displays in urban windmills for advertisement purposes. 

 

Peira (SME, BE, Medical Instrumentation): Development of a dedicated micro-projection 

system for a handheld scanner targeting in-vivo 3D measurement of tumors in pre-clinical cancer 

research. 

 

UVT (SME, DE, Public Transport): Development and proof-of-concept experiment of an optical 

sensor for passenger detection that fits in the narrow door frames of new vehicles for public 

transport. 

 

SÜSS Micro-Optics (SME, CH, Manufacturing Equipment): Design and simulation of a high-

resolution projection system for proximity lithography in mask aligners 

 

VIGO (SME, PL, Safety and Security): Development of a GaAs-based optical diffraction micro-

structure to concentrate incoming infrared radiation on a detector. 

 

ANTERYON (SME, NL, Component Manufacturing): Feasibility study and development of a 

moulding tool for specialty beam shaping refractive optics to improve the quality of laser-based 

line-generators. 

 

TE Connectivity (LSC,  BE, Optical Telecom): Study and quantification of the effects of a fusion 

splicer arc discharge treatment on the profile and surface properties of a cleaved optical fiber facet 

in view of enhancing the reliability of new types of field installable fiber optic connectors. 
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Figure: The project pipelines for “user projects” and “trainings”, as well as the overall “innovation 

projects” pipeline show application success rates of more than 50% from the moment that 

ACTMOST experts engage a company interested in innovation support.  

 

The majority (80%) of the supported companies were SMEs while the remaining 20% were LSCs. 

20 companies (70 %) fabricated photonic components or systems and were identified as photonics 

industry. The remaining 30% belonged to the photonics-enabled industry and developed innovative 

products enhanced with photonics in a wide field of industrial sectors such as biomedicine, green 

energy, safety and security, or transport. The average total cost of an innovation project was €50 K. 

60% of this cost was covered by the companies themselves, either through a company contribution 

in kind (e.g. personnel cost of company staff committed to the project by the SMEs or LSCs) or a 

company contribution in cash (50% of the costs contributed by LSCs).  The remaining costs (40%) 

were covered with EU funding by ACTMOST and comprised costs made by the ACTMOST 

partners to deliver the innovation support (personnel, consumables, floor costs, travel, indirect 

costs). As a consequence every Euro that the EU invested in this kind of support was matched by 

1,75 Euro from the companies, leveraging the R&D innovation expenditure with a factor of 2,75 

and immediately demonstrating the high level of involvement and commitment of the companies to 

these innovation activities. The time between first contact with a potential industrial user and the 

start of the innovation support was only 2 to 3 months. Innovation projects took on average 10 

months to be completed. 
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Main impact and exploitation of the results 

 

 

 
 

A first estimate of ACTMOST’s impact, based on the business plans of the companies, indicates 

that every Euro of EU funding, spent on photonics innovation support, would create on average €15 
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of additional company revenue per year for at least 4 years as soon as the new product would be 

successfully marketed. This new business would not have been created without the support and 

subsidy of ACTMOST. Of the €600K EU funding spent on innovation activities it is estimated that 

around €500K was used to successfully support companies with creating new business and bringing 

their new products to the level where they can be tested in a relevant environment. This means that 

if the companies succeed to continue product development from there, and bring their new products 

successfully to the market in agreement with their business plans, additional revenue of €9M would 

be generated per year over a period of at least 4 years. Since an increase in revenue of €200K 

creates on average one additional high value job, it is estimated that the ACTMOST initiative will 

create 45 new jobs for a time span of at least 4 years. Although this is a first and preliminary 

estimate of the impact of the innovation support on additional company revenue and the creation of 

new jobs, it straightforwardly illustrates what can be achieved with an innovation instrument such 

as ACTMOST.  

 

After 30 months of innovation support and 36 months of operation ACTMOST delivered 

convincing evidence that the concept was successfully implemented, rolled out, and tested. The 

great interest for this new model from a considerable number of companies - all working in very 

different sectors- proves the real need and growing interest of SMEs and LSCs for short-term 

photonics innovation support. “Overall user satisfaction” and “quality of services” measurements 

show that this new innovation instrument is very well received by the supported European 

companies. All ratings scored “very good” or “excellent”. Industry appreciates in particular the 

single-stop-shop character of the solution-providing centre, the centralized contact and entry point, 

the quick guidance to experts, the fast and professional support, the IPR policy, and the low-

administrative overhead. What is more, the “technology-support-instead-of-money” subsidy model 

is very well received and effectively lowers the companies’ barriers to start with photonics-driven 

product innovation. All companies that received support indicated that they would like to call upon 

ACTMOST again for innovation support. 

 

Results from this ACTMOST pilot project clearly demonstrate the great value-for-money of this 

innovation model as well as its considerable impact on new business and employment for 

innovating companies. It can effectively and efficiently help European SMEs and LSCs with their 

practical innovation challenges, without investments, without administrative overhead, and with the 

best experts and technologies available. It clearly fills the gap of R&D innovation schemes for 

which currently there are no support instruments at the European level. It is especially suited for 

SMEs, who need fast, business-driven, practical, and free-of-charge support to accelerate 

innovation or technology take-up, rather than quantum-leap research, to stay ahead of competition.  

 

Notwithstanding the great results of this pilot project, it is clear that this type of innovation 

instrument can only result in a significant leverage of the European photonics and photonics 

enabled industry when its overall scale can be considerably increased. This means that its action 

domain must not be restricted to micro-optics, but that it must attempt to cover the full domain of 

photonics. Therefore the innovation process must involve a much wider range of photonics 

technologies and supply chains. At the same time a sufficiently large amount of funding must be 

injected by the EC so that a critical mass of companies can be supported. Only then can a paradigm 

shift in photonics-driven innovation and technology take-up be realized in Europe. The ACTMOST 

consortium has drafted a “Sales and Marketing plan” based on the best practices and experience 

gained during the project period such that the innovation support model can be scaled up and 

introduced by the European Commission as instrument in its future framework programmes for 

supporting industrial innovation based on key-enabling technologies and as such for stimulating the 

market. 
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For more information: www.actmost.eu  

 

Contact: 

 

  Prof. Hugo Thienpont (Coordinator)      hthienpo@b-phot.org     +32 227 916 852 

Dr. Johan Vlekken       (Proj.Supp.)      jvlekken@b-phot.org  +32 479 401 728 

Ir. Nathalie Debaes      (Proj.Supp.)      ndebaes@b-phot.org  +32 494 824 941 

 

   

Logo:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphical material:  

 

http://www.actmost.eu/
mailto:hthienpo@b-phot.org
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ACTMOST specialist performs quality control of micro-lens arrays in clean room conditions  

 

 
ACTMOST experts working in a clean room equipped with optical instrumentation  
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ACTMOST teams up European top-experts to support photonics-driven innovation with SMEs 

 

 

 

Partners Name contact person email  Telephone 

VUB Vrije Universiteit Brussel Prof. Hugo Thienpont hthienpo@b-Phot.org 
 +32 2 791 6852 

KIT Karlsruhe Institute of Technology   Dr. Jürgen Mohr juergen.mohr@kit.edu  
 +49 7247 82 4433 

WUT Politechnika Warszawska   Prof. Malgorzata Kujawinska m.kujawinska@mchtr.pw.edu.pl  +48 22 234 84 89 

CNRS Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique  Prof. Pierre Chavel pierre.chavel@institutoptique.fr   +33 1 64 53 33 03 

VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland  Dr. Pentti Karioja pentti.karioja@vtt.fi  +358 20 722 2245 

UEF University of Eastern Finland  Dr. Jani Tervo jani.tervo@uef.fi   +358 50 573 2123 

IMEC Interuniversitair Micro-Electronica Centrum  Prof. Peter Van Daele peter.vandaele@intec.ugent.be   +32 9 331 49 06 

SINTEF Stiftelsen SINTEF  Dr. Mats Carlin Mats.Carlin@sintef.no   +47 22 06 79 10 

MPL Max Planck gesellschaft  Prof. Gerd Leuchs leuchs@physik.uni-erlangen.de 
 +49 9131 6877 100 

IPHT Institut für Photonische Technologien  Prof. Jürgen Popp juergen.popp@ipht-jena.de  +49  3641 206 300 

UFC Université de Franche Comte  Prof. Christophe Gorecki christophe.gorecki@univ-fcomte.fr   +33 3 81 66 66 07 

WRUT Wroclaw University of Technology  Prof. Waclaw Urbanczyk waclaw.urbanczyk@pwr.wroc.pl  
 +48 71 320 33 85 

UMCS  Maria Curie-Sklodowska University  Dr. Pawel Mergo pawel.mergo@poczta.umcs.lublin.pl  +48 81 537 56 12 

ITME Institute of Electronic Materials Technology  Prof. Ryszard Buczynski ryszard.buczynski@itme.edu.pl  +48  22 55 46 857 

 

 

mailto:hthienpo@b-Phot.org
mailto:juergen.mohr@kit.edu
mailto:leuchs@physik.uni-erlangen.de
mailto:waclaw.urbanczyk@pwr.wroc.pl
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2   Use and dissemination of foreground 
 

 

Section A (public) 

  

LIST OF DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES 

NO. Type of activities2 
Main 

leader 
Title  Date/Period  Place  

Type of 
audience3 

 
 

Size of 
audience 

Countries 
addressed 

1 Article in ‘Fotonica Magazine’ VUB The Brussels Photonics team 
at Vrije Universiteit Brussel and 
its pioneering contributions to a 
durable biotope for photonics 
innovation in Europe 

March 2011 Website and 
printed 
magazine  

Photonics 
researchers and 
companies 

1000 Benelux 

2 Article in ‘ Electrooptics.com’ IMEC Belgian research organisation 
IMEC has announced its 
involvement with two new 
European Union-funded 
projects – Improv and Actmost 
– to improve the effectiveness 
of European photonics 
businesses. 

February 2011 Website and 
printed 
magazine 

Photonics 
researchers and 
companies  

100000 International, 
75% from 
Europe 

3 Article in magazine ‘Fotonica 
evenement’ 

VUB ACTMOST, access to micro-
optics expertise, services and 
technologies 

March 2011 Nieuwegein Photonics 
researchers and 
companies 

? Benelux 

4 Article on the website ‘ R&D 
magazine’  

VUB European access centre 
ACTMOST facilitates industrial 

19/11/2010 Website Companies in the 
domain of 

? International 

                                                 
2  A drop down list allows choosing the dissemination activity: publications, conferences, workshops, web, press releases, flyers, articles published in the popular press, videos, media 

briefings, presentations, exhibitions, thesis, interviews, films, TV clips, posters, Other. 
3 A drop down list allows choosing the type of public: Scientific Community (higher education, Research), Industry, Civil Society, Policy makers, Medias, Other ('multiple choices' is 

possible). 
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product innovation throuhg 
micro-photonics technologies 

information 
technology 

5  Article on the website 
‘optics.org’ 

VUB ACTMOST: Europe's catalyst 
for optics innovation  

24/11/2010 website Companies in the 
domain of optics 

32000 International 

6 Article on the website ‘ I-
micronews’ 

VUB European access centre 
'ACTMOST' facilitates 
industrial product innovation 
through micro-photonic 
technologies 

19/11/2010 website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
disruptive 
semiconductor 
technologies 

22500 International 

7 Article on ‘Nanowerk.com’  VUB European access centre 
ACTMOST facilitates industrial 
product innovation through 
micro-photonic technologies 

18/12/2010 website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
nanotechnology 

? International 

8 Article on ‘electrooptics.com’  IMEC  IMEC involved with two EU 
photonics projects 

5/01/2011 Website  Photonics 
researchers and 
companies 

100 000 International 

9  Article at ‘euroFOS, Europe's 
Research Network on Photonic 
Systems’ 

VUB "Activities and perspectives of 
EURO-FOS concept" , Prof. 
Hugo Thienpont presented teh 
ACTMOST initiative as a bright 
pardigm for a platform that 
facilitates indutsrial access to 
photonics experts and micro-
photonic technologies that 
stimulate industrial product 
innovation in Europe 

5/04/2011 Website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Telecom 

? International 

10 Article in ‘EL info, Elektronik 
Informationen’ 

KIT ACTMOST will provide 
European Companies Access 
to cutting-edge micro-photonic 
Technologies 

23/12/2010 Website  Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Electronics 

? Germany 

11 EOSMOS VUB ACTMOST : supporting 
companies with "photonics 
technology services" instead of 
"money" 

March 2012 website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

? Europe 

12 Article in the monthly newsletter 
: ‘ FiberOptics Sensors & 
Systems’  

VUB ACTMOST facilitates industrial 
product innovation through 
microphotonic technologies 

October 2010 website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Fiber 
Sensors 

? Europe 

13 Article on ‘OptoiQ.com’ VUB Photonics consortium supports November 2010 Website Researchers and ? International 
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industrial innovation in Europe companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

14 Article in ‘LaserFocus World’ VUB Photonics consortium supports 
industrial innovation in Europe 

6/11/2010 Website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

? International 

15 Articlle in ‘Goliath’ VUB ACTMOST facilitates industrial 
product innovation through 
microphotonic technologies. 

1/10/2010 Website Business oriented 
audience 

? International 

16 Article in HighBeam Research VUB ACTMOST facilitates industrial 
product innovation through 
microphotonic technologies. 

1/10/2010 Website Business oriented 
audience 

? International 

17 Article in magazine ‘ Vraag en 
Aanbod’ 

VUB De fotonica nodigt uit 16/11 2010 Website + 
printed 
magazine 

General public ? Belgium 

18  Article on Engineeringnet VUB Technisch productinnovatie . 
VUB wil fotonica toegankelijk 
maken voor KMO's 

March 2011 Website + 
printed 
magazine  

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Engineering 

? Belgium 

19  Article on Bits& chips VUB EU-consortium helpt bedrijven 
aan fotonica 

24/11/ 2010 Website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Electronics 

? Belgium 

20 Article on Datanews VUB VUB leidt fotonicaconsortium 24/11/2010 Website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
technology in 
general 

? Belgium 

21 Article on Nieuws.be VUB VUB-fotonicateam helpt 
technologiedrempels voor 
Europese bedrijven verlagen 

24/11/2010 Website General public ? Belgium 

22 Article on Medinews.be VUB VUB-fotonicateam helpt 
technologiedrempels voor 
Europese bedrijven verlagen 

December 2010 Website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Medical 
science 

? Belgium 

23 Article on ‘ Mechatronica 
Magazine’  

VUB EU-consortium helpt bedrijven 
aan fotonica 

24/11/2010 Website c electronics ? Belgium 

24 Article on ‘Lokaal nieuws’  VUB VUB-fotonicateam helpt 
technologiedrempels voor 

November 2010 website General public ? Belgium 
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Europese bedrijven verlagen 

25 Artical on ‘ Feedy’ VUB BRUSSEL - VUB-fotonicateam 
helpt technologiedrempels voor 
Europese bedrijven verlagen 

24/11/2011 Website General public ? Belgium 

26 Article in the magazine ‘ 
Connexions’ 

CNRS Le laboratoire caennais teste la 
fiabilité des composants. 
Industriels : comment solliciter 
ACTMOST? 

22/12/2010 Website and 
printed 
magazine 

Portail des acteurs 
du développement 
en Basse-
Normandie 

? France 

27 Article in ‘Laser Photonik’ KIT Projekt ACTMOST: 
Dienstleistung statt Geld 

January 2011 Website and 
printed 
magazine 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

? Germany 

28 Article in ‘Kompetenznetze 
Deutschland networking for 
innovation’ 

KIT Photonik-Know-how für 
europäische Unternehmen 

November 2010 Website  People from 
economics and 
technology 

? Germany 

29 Article in ’uni-protokolle.de’ KIT Photonik-Know-how für 
europäische Unternehmen 

29/10/2010 Website General public ? Germany 

30 Article in ‘Der Newsletter von 
Photonics BW’ 

KIT Zugang zu Mikrooptik und 
Photonik: Erster Industrie-
Workshop von "ACTMOST" 

2010 Website Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

? Germany 

31 Article in ‘Green-Economy.de’ KIT  Photonik-Know-how für 
europäische Unternehmen 

29/10/2010 Website Business people ? Germany 

32 Presentation at the conference   CNRS ‘ Optical National conference’ 2/12/2010 Oytier-Saint-
Oblas, France 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Optics 

45 France 

33 Presentation at the conference   CNRS Rendez Vous Carnot 12-13/10/2011 Lyon, France Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Physics 

100 France 

34 Presentation at the conference   KIT Meeting Working Group of 
VDE on Micro Optics 

8/12/2011 Jena, 
Germany 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Optics 

10 Germany 

35 Presentation at the conference   KIT Congress Moderne 
Optikfertigung 

26-27/09/2011 Wetzlar 
Germany 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Optics 

50 Germany 

36 Presentation at the conference VTT ELECTRONICS 
COMPONENTS ENABLE 
BUSINESS 

3/11/2010 Espoo, Finland Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Electronics 

50 Finland 

37 Presentation at the conference VUB Fotonica Evenement 29-30/03/2011 Nieuwegein, Researchers and 50 The 
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the 
Netherlands  

companies in the 
domain of Optics 

Netherlands 

38 Presentation at the conference VUB Photonics Event UG-VUB 16/03/2011 Belgium Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

? Belgium 

39 
 

Presentation at the conference VUB EUROFOS conference 28/03/2011 Berlin, 
Germany 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Telecom 

4 Germany 

40 Presentation at the conference VUB COHESI platform 30/03/2011 Belgium Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of micro-
systems 

25 Belgium 

41 Presentation at the conference VUB EU Workshop Photonics SMEs 20/06/2011 Brussels Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

20 Belgium 

42 Presentation at the conference VUB Industry meeting with Flanders 
Plastic processing companies 

23/11/2011 Belgium Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of Plastics 

80 Belgium 

43 Presentation at the conference VUB Trade mission + speed dating 
with  photonics companies 
from the Netherlands 

14/12/2011 Belgium Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

20 Belgium 

44 
 

Presentation at the conference WRUT Photonics Workshop at 
Wroclaw Research Center 
EIT+  

2/09/2011 Wroclaw, 
Poland 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics  

? Poland 

45 Presentation at the conference WRUT Photonic Industrial Workshop  02/09/2011 Wroclaw, 
Poland  

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
Photonics 

15 Poland 

46 
 

Booth at faire KIT MST Congress 11-13/10/2011 Frankfurt, 

Germany 

Researchers and 
companies in the 
domain of 
technology 

200 Germany 
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Please notice that no scientific publications have been made and no patents, trademarks etc were filed as a 

result of ACTMOST.  
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3  Report on societal implications 
 

 

Replies to the following questions will assist the Commission to obtain statistics and indicators on 

societal and socio-economic issues addressed by projects. The questions are arranged in a number 

of key themes. As well as producing certain statistics, the replies will also help identify those 

projects that have shown a real engagement with wider societal issues, and thereby identify 

interesting approaches to these issues and best practices. The replies for individual projects will not 

be made public. 

257056 

Project acronym: ACTMOST 

Project title: ACCESS TO MICRO-OPTICS EXPERTISE, SERVICE & TECHNOLOGIES  

Funding Scheme: SUPPORT ACTION 

 

 
 

A General Information (completed automatically when Grant Agreement number is 

entered. 

Grant Agreement Number: 
 
257056 

 
Title of Project: 

 

Access to micro-optics expertise, service & technologies 

Name and Title of Coordinator: 
 
 Prof. Ir. Dr. Hugo Thienpont 

B Ethics  

 
1. Did your project undergo an Ethics Review (and/or Screening)? 

 

 If Yes: have you described the progress of compliance with the relevant Ethics 

Review/Screening Requirements in the frame of the periodic/final project reports? 

 

Special Reminder: the progress of compliance with the Ethics Review/Screening Requirements should be 

described in the Period/Final Project Reports under the Section 3.2.2 'Work Progress and Achievements' 

 

 

 
No 

2.      Please indicate whether your project involved any of the following issues (tick 

box) : 

YES 

RESEARCH ON HUMANS 

 Did the project involve children?  NO 

 Did the project involve patients? NO 

 Did the project involve persons not able to give consent? NO 

 Did the project involve adult healthy volunteers? NO 

 Did the project involve Human genetic material? NO 

 Did the project involve Human biological samples? NO 

 Did the project involve Human data collection? NO 

RESEARCH ON HUMAN EMBRYO/FOETUS 

 Did the project involve Human Embryos? NO 

 Did the project involve Human Foetal Tissue / Cells? NO 

 Did the project involve Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)? NO 
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 Did the project on human Embryonic Stem Cells involve cells in culture? NO 

 Did the project on human Embryonic Stem Cells involve the derivation of cells from Embryos? NO 

PRIVACY 

 Did the project involve processing of genetic information or personal data (eg. health, sexual 

lifestyle, ethnicity, political opinion, religious or philosophical conviction)? 

NO 

 Did the project involve tracking the location or observation of people? NO 

RESEARCH ON ANIMALS 

 Did the project involve research on animals? NO 

 Were those animals transgenic small laboratory animals? NO 

 Were those animals transgenic farm animals? NO 

 Were those animals cloned farm animals? NO 

 Were those animals non-human primates?  NO 

RESEARCH INVOLVING DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

 Did the project involve the use of local resources (genetic, animal, plant etc)? NO 

 Was the project of benefit to local community (capacity building, access to healthcare, education 

etc)? 

YES 

DUAL USE   

 Research having direct military use NO 

 Research having the potential for terrorist abuse NO 

C Workforce Statistics  

3.       Workforce statistics for the project: Please indicate in the table below the number of 

people who worked on the project (on a headcount basis). 

Type of Position Number of Women Number of Men 

Scientific Coordinator   1 2  

Work package leaders  1 2  

Experienced researchers (i.e. PhD holders)  6  25 

PhD Students  4  8 

Other  6  9 

4. How many additional researchers (in companies and universities) were 

recruited specifically for this project? 

0 

Of which, indicate the number of men:  

 

0 
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D   Gender Aspects  

5.        Did you carry out specific Gender Equality Actions under the project? 

 

 
X 

Yes 

No  

6. Which of the following actions did you carry out and how effective were they?  

   Not at all 

 effective 

   Very 

effective 

 

   Design and implement an equal opportunity policy      
   Set targets to achieve a gender balance in the workforce      
   Organise conferences and workshops on gender      
   Actions to improve work-life balance      
   Other:  

7. Was there a gender dimension associated with the research content – i.e. wherever people were 

the focus of the research as, for example, consumers, users, patients or in trials, was the issue of gender 

considered and addressed? 

   Yes- please specify  

 

  X No  

E Synergies with Science Education  

8.        Did your project involve working with students and/or school pupils (e.g. open days, 

participation in science festivals and events, prizes/competitions or joint projects)? 

   Yes- please specify  

 

  X No 

9. Did the project generate any science education material (e.g. kits, websites, explanatory 

booklets, DVDs)?  

   Yes- please specify  

 

  X No 

F Interdisciplinarity  

10.     Which disciplines (see list below) are involved in your project?  

  X Main discipline
4
: Micro-Optics 

  X Associated discipline
4
: Photonics     Associated discipline

4
: 

 

G Engaging with Civil society and policy makers 

11a        Did your project engage with societal actors beyond the research 

community?  (if 'No', go to Question 14) 

X 

 

Yes 

No  

11b If yes, did you engage with citizens (citizens' panels / juries) or organised civil society 

(NGOs, patients' groups etc.)?  

   No 

  X Yes- in determining what research should be performed  

  X Yes - in implementing the research  

  X Yes, in communicating /disseminating / using the results of the project 

                                                 
4 Insert number from list below (Frascati Manual). 
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11c In doing so, did your project involve actors whose role is mainly to 

organise the dialogue with citizens and organised civil society (e.g. 

professional mediator; communication company, science museums)? 

 
X 

Yes 

No  

12.    Did you engage with government / public bodies or policy makers (including international 

organisations) 

   No 

  X Yes- in framing the research agenda 

  X Yes - in implementing the research agenda 

  X Yes, in communicating /disseminating / using the results of the project 

13a Will the project generate outputs (expertise or scientific advice) which could be used by 

policy makers? 

  X Yes – as a primary objective (please indicate areas below- multiple answers possible) 

  O Yes – as a secondary objective (please indicate areas below - multiple answer possible) 

   No 

13b  If Yes, in which fields? 

Agriculture  

Audiovisual and Media  

Budget  

Competition  

Consumers  

Culture  

Customs  

Development Economic 

and Monetary Affairs  

Education, Training, Youth  

Employment and Social 

Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy  

Enlargement  

Enterprise  

Environment  

External Relations 

External Trade 

Fisheries and Maritime 

Affairs  

Food Safety  

Foreign and Security 

Policy  

Fraud 

Humanitarian aid 

X 

 

X 

X 

 

 

 

 

X 

 

Human rights  

Information Society 

Institutional affairs  

Internal Market  

Justice, freedom and security  

Public Health  

Regional Policy  

Research and Innovation  

Space 

Taxation  

Transport 

 

X 

 

 

 

X 

X 

 

 

X 

 

http://europa.eu/pol/agr/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/av/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/financ/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/comp/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/cons/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/cult/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/cust/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/dev/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/emu/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/emu/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/educ/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/socio/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/socio/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/ener/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/enlarg/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/enter/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/env/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/ext/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/comm/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/fish/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/fish/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/food/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/cfsp/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/cfsp/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/fraud/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/hum/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/rights/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/infso/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/inst/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/singl/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/justice/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/health/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/reg/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/rd/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/tax/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/pol/trans/index_en.htm
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13c   If Yes, at which level? 

  X Local / regional levels 

  X National level 

  X European level 

   International level 

H Use and dissemination  

14.    How many Articles were published/accepted for publication in 

peer-reviewed journals?  

0 

To how many of these is open access
5
 provided? 0 

       How many of these are published in open access journals? 0 

       How many of these are published in open repositories? 0 

To how many of these is open access not provided? 0 

       Please check all applicable reasons for not providing open access:  

        publisher's licensing agreement would not permit publishing in a repository 

        no suitable repository available 

        no suitable open access journal available 

        no funds available to publish in an open access journal 

        lack of time and resources 

        lack of information on open access 

        other
6
: …………… 

 

15. How many new patent applications (‘priority filings’) have been made?  
("Technologically unique": multiple applications for the same invention in different 

jurisdictions should be counted as just one application of grant). 

0 

16. Indicate how many of the following Intellectual 

Property Rights were applied for (give number in 

each box).   

Trademark 0 

Registered design  0 

Other 0 

17.    How many spin-off companies were created / are planned as a direct 

result of the project?  

0 

Indicate the approximate number of additional jobs in these companies:  

18.   Please indicate whether your project has a potential impact on employment, in comparison 

with the situation before your project:  
 X Increase in employment, or X In small & medium-sized enterprises 

 X Safeguard employment, or  X In large companies 

  Decrease in employment,   None of the above / not relevant to the project 

  Difficult to estimate / not possible to quantify    

19.   For your project partnership please estimate the employment effect 

resulting directly from your participation in Full Time Equivalent (FTE = 

one person working fulltime for a year) jobs: 

 

Indicate figure: 

 

45 

 

 

                                                 
5 Open Access is defined as free of charge access for anyone via Internet. 
6
 For instance: classification for security project. 
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Difficult to estimate / not possible to quantify 

 

 
 

I Media and Communication to the general public  

20. As part of the project, were any of the beneficiaries professionals in communication or 

media relations? 

   Yes X No 

21. As part of the project, have any beneficiaries received professional media / communication 

training / advice to improve communication with the general public? 

  X Yes O No 

22 Which of the following have been used to communicate information about your project to 

the general public, or have resulted from your project?  

 X Press Release X Coverage in specialist press 

  Media briefing X Coverage in general (non-specialist) press  

  TV coverage / report X Coverage in national press  

  Radio coverage / report X Coverage in international press 

 X Brochures /posters / flyers  X Website for the general public / internet 

 X DVD /Film /Multimedia X Event targeting general public (festival, conference, 

exhibition, science café) 

23 In which languages are the information products for the general public produced?  

 X Language of the coordinator X English 

 X Other language(s)   

 
 

 

Question F-10: Classification of Scientific Disciplines according to the Frascati Manual 2002 (Proposed Standard 

Practice for Surveys on Research and Experimental Development, OECD 2002): 

 

FIELDS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

2 ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 

2.3. Other engineering sciences (such as chemical, aeronautical and space, mechanical, metallurgical and materials 

engineering, and their specialised subdivisions; forest products; applied sciences such as geodesy, industrial 

chemistry, etc.; the science and technology of food production; specialised technologies of interdisciplinary 

fields, e.g. systems analysis, metallurgy, mining, textile technology and other applied subjects) 
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4 FINAL REPORT ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION 

 

 
This report shall be submitted to the Commission within 30 days after receipt of the final payment 

of the European Union financial contribution. 

 

 

Report on the distribution of the European Union financial contribution 

between beneficiaries 

 
 

Name of beneficiary 
Final amount of EU contribution per 

beneficiary in Euros 

VUB € 500.391 

KIT € 134.562 

WUT € 121.392 

CNRS € 100.223 

VTT € 88.382 

UEF € 18.630 

IMEC € 40.899 

SINTEF € 4.150 

MPL € 28.775 

IPHT € 62.342 

UFC € 11.698 

WRUT € 4.150 

UMCS € 16.348 

ITME € 68.057 

Total   € 1.200.000 

 

 


