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1. Publishable summary 
 

1.1 Summary description of project context and objectives  
 
The PICTURE project - “Policy dialogue in ICT to an Upper level for Reinforced EU-EECA 
Cooperation” – has been implemented from December 2011 to May 2014. Its goal consisted in 
brining the ICT cooperation process with the EECA countries at an upgraded level, providing the 
best framework conditions nurturing ICT research excellence and cooperation across both regions, 
and supporting a policy dialogue on the basis of open meetings and interactions with ICT 
stakehodlers. It is expected that – with the continuous follow up from the stakeholders - PICTURE 
outcomes would lead to sustainable socio-economic benefits and impacts for Europe and 12 
participating EECA countries, strengthening their competitiveness especially in terms of (i) access 
to knowledge and sharing technical expertise that can nourish new unconventional ideas, (ii) 
reaching a consensus and preparing the ground for the development of a commonly agreed 
collaboration strategy namely in research and application fields.  
 
PICTURE team brought a lot of efforts to help the construction of the common knowledge, 
innovation and creative space between the EU and EECA Countries. More than 30 high level ICT 
experts from 12 EECA countries and Europe together with project partners have interacted 
through the Working Group mechanism. They concluded that ICT cooperation and policy dialogue 
under upcoming Horizon 2020 should be further enhanced, and proposed avenues for 
enhancements, focusing on work towards the development of the common space (metanetwork) 
linked to two strategic ICT topics:  
 

 Components, computing systems and networks, 

 Content Technologies and Information Management 
  
The objective of this metanetwork is to pull together several existing strands of ICT cooperation: 
ICT EECA organisations catalogue, policy dialogue documents, international research projects, 
etc. The specification of the future metanetwork has been started under PICTURE pilot actions and 
will be carried out by the recently launched projects EECA-2-HORIZON and EAST HORIZON. 
Also, the PICTURE’s vision of a common knowledge space is perfectly in line with a joint 
declaration supporting regional cooperation in e-infrastructures for research and education in the 
Eastern European region. The declaration was sent to the EU on 11 February 2013 by the Eastern 
Partnership countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. 
 
PICTURE promoted a process of coordination between EU and EECA ICT stakeholders with 
the aim of increasing the impact and coherence of ICT initiatives in each EECA country as well as 
the exploitation of ICT research results, including their commercialization. This last point was a 
specific subject of the interactions during PICTURE Working Groups meeting with the 
representatives of the European Technology Platforms (NEM, NESSI, Photonics21, 
NET!WORKS).  The set of best European practices (ETPs approach in research and innovation 
cooperation) will be applied in EECA countries who need to focus on the entire chain from 
research to innovation, mobilising universities, ICT research centres and industry, and extending to 
organisations that provide support services, such as financial institutions and investors. 
 

 Project public website: http://www.eeca-ict.eu  
 
PICTURE has a number of strong outcomes that were presented at the final dissemination 
conference of the project in Minsk, Belarus, on May 22 2014. They include, for example: 

 
 The contribution to ICT Research, Development and Innovation Policy Dialogue - 
both inside the EECA countries and between the EU and the EECA region. This work was done 
with active involvement of Working Group members from all around EECA. Reports developed 
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by the project have been used in several EECA countries as background documents for policy 
dialogue activities, in the preparations for the policy dialogue meetings, for example. In Georgia, 
PICTURE documents (EECA ICT priorities, trends in ICT policy, etc) were used during the 
elaboration process of future innovation policy organized by World Bank. In other countries – 
such as Central Asia region - this work created awareness about ICT policy issues with regard 
to collaboration, and the impact is expected in longer term perspective.  
 
 The recommendations to the EC about ICT R&D priorities for EU-EECA collaboration. 
At the request of the European Commission, the PICTURE project team prepared a list of topics 
recommended for possible upcoming EU-EECA calls.  
 
 Two roadmaps “Common research priorities between relevant European Technology 
Platforms and the EECA region” were prepared, discussed and agreed with the Working 
Groups: these roadmaps are in the topic “Components, Computing Systems and Networks” 
and “Content Technologies and Information Management”. 
 
 The establishment of cooperative links between successful EU initiatives (such as 
European Technology Platforms) and similar structures and organizations from the EECA 
region. About 25 EECA organisations became members of European networks as a direct 
result of PICTURE project implementation. The most active country in PICTURE project with 
regard to the integration into the European ICT networks was Ukraine: during the project 
lifetime, 12 Ukrainian organisations became members of the ICT-related European Technology 
Platforms NEM, NESSI NET! WORKS; and PHOTONICS 21!  
 
 The facilitation of networking activities between EU & EECA organizations. 10 
collaboration and networking events or activities between EU and EECA ICT RTD 
organizations have been initiated as a direct result of PICTURE activities. For instance, the co-
organization – together with the EC - of two EC Info-days on ICT in HORIZON 2020 in Ukraine 
and in Armenia, with over 100 participants from all EECA region in each of them led to an 
increased understanding of HORIZON 2020 structure, objectives, ICT priorities and rules 
among the ICT RTD&I communities in the EECA.   
 
 Support to ICT market opening. National initiatives of the EECA counties were supported. 
For example, the Kazakhstan partner NATD JSC worked with the database of the EU 
technologies generated by EU FP7 projects (there are about 13 000 technologies including a 
big part of the ICT) to select 500 technologies of high relevance for Kazakhstan. Then 42 EU 
technologies have been selected by Kazakhstani companies. This work will continue, and it is 
expected to contribute to the opening of new markets for EU-developed technologies. 

 
The PICTURE outcomes will be used by its successors, the new projects EECA2HORIZON and 
EAST HORIZON, which will continue to provide support to the EU-EECA ICT policy dialogue and 
to contribute to the reinforcement of EU-EECA ICT cooperation. 
 
 

1.2 Description of the work performed during second period and the main 
results achieved  

 
The pool of PICTURE activities during reporting period has been concentrated on the WP 3 and 
WP4 with a focus on strengthening of cooperative research links, in particular on the organisation 
of PICTURE technical workshops, development of the Road map and implementation of 
three pilot initiatives supporting the ICT policy dialogue.  
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 Pilot Action 1: «Bridging the European and EECA knowledge networks in the field of 
“Components, Computing Systems and Networks” to give a joint response to global 
challenges» to be implemented under Working Group 2: Components, computing systems 
and networks. 
 

 Pilot Action 2: «Preparing the ground for the development of an information system to 
support policy dialogue and cooperation between the EU and the EECA region in the area 
of ICT R&D» to be implemented under Working Group 1: International R&D ICT 
Cooperation Policies.  
 

 Pilot Action 3: «Bridging the European and EECA knowledge networks in the field of 
“Content Technologies and Information Management” to give a joint response to global 
challenges» to be implemented under Working Group 3: Content technologies and 
information management. 

 
These pilot actions have been executed on the basis of a planning that has been developed under 
the Task 4.1 (end 2012/early 2013), and in respect with PICTURE multi-dimensional approach: 
adjusted to each of the groups of countries needs and at the same time focused on the EECA 
region as a whole, covering the 12 EECA countries.  
PICTURE project milestone was developing the ICT EU-EECA collaboration Roadmap that 
outlined the PICTURE analysis regarding the ICT R&D policy dialogue between the EU and the 
EECA countries. It served as a background document for the strategic meetings of PICTURE 
Working Groups. 

 
Reporting period has been marked by several major events (co)organised by PICTURE: 
 

 Public workshop (Working Group open meeting) in Kiev, Ukraine, on Content Technologies 
and Information Management in May 2013; 

 Public workshop (Working Group open meeting) in Erevan, Armenia, on Components, 
Computing Systems and Networks in September 2013;  

 2 “ICT in Horizon 2020 Info-days” in Ukraine & Armenia, in May and September 2013, 
respectively   

 PICTURE participation in ICT’2013 in Vilnius, Lithuania, in November 2013, with networking 
session contribution proposed by PICTURE 

 PICTURE Final event in Minsk, May 2014   
 
PICTURE team has advanced according to the schedule with regard to the pilot projects, and 
completed them. For example, information needs to support the policy dialogue process and the 
cooperation between the EU and EECA region in the area of ICT R&D have been analyzed, and 
exchange of ideas with four European Technology Platforms’ representatives has been started.  
 
Also, common research priorities for two PICTURE working groups - in the light of HORIZON 2020 
priorities – have been developed , they were presented at the final project event in Minsk in 2014.  
The final event in Minsk brought together all PICTURE’s partners, experts, ETPs representatives 
and present the project lessons learnt and outcomes.  
 
PICTURE officially ended on 31th of May 2014 but its work continues, with two new projects – 
EECA-2-HORIZON and EAST-HORIZON – that have been launched in February 2014. 
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If EECA-2-HORIZON (managed by the actual consortium) is a logical continuation of PICTURE, an 
effective collaboration has been initiated from early 2014 with EAST-HORIZON project. Synergy 
activities have been carried on with the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding with 
INARMERA-ICT project and the 
agreement between ETP 
Photonics21 and RTP on Photonics 
on future cooperation and joint 
activities in R&D work. 
 
Dissemination and awareness 
raising activities were also performed 
as planned. Undoubtedly, the Vilnius 
ICT event was one of the major 
events in PICTURE’s list. After 
successfully submitted proposal on 
the organization of the Networking 
session on ICT event, PICTURE 
project was invited to take part in the 
Networking session - “International 
collaboration: emerging economies”, 
(http://ec.europa.eu/digital-
agenda/events/cf/ict2013/item-
display.cfm?id=10478) 
 
 where the ICT cooperation between the EECA and EU and its potential in line with Horizon 2020 
objectives/priorities was demonstrated.  
 
In synergy with other word regions (South Africa, Latin America and China), PICTURE 
presentation “EU-EECA ICT cooperation for scientific excellence & industrial partnership under 
Horizon 2020” on EECA region demonstrated that in changing context of international cooperation, 
where innovation becomes more open and involves a growing range of players, the EU 
cooperation with the EECA is becoming more important for creation and diffusion of the ICT 
technologies. Vilnius event showed a large consensus on the fact that accelerated rate of ICT 
development has fostered a great need to promote the capacity to CREATE. The cooperation with 
EECA brings response to this need not only at the level of SUBSTANCE of ICT research, teaching 
and learning, but also at the level of ICT policy dialogue and structure of international cooperation 
incentives in the EECA R&D organizations, centers, and education.  
 
PICTURE project team looks forward to HORIZON 2020 and other collaborative schemes that will 
bring new opportunities strengthening ICT research and industrial leadership in a way that 
contributes. 
 
 

 

Figure 1 PICTURE at international cooperation networking session 
Figure 1 PICTURE at international cooperation networking session 

Vilnius, November 2013 
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