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2. Publishable Summary 
Linked Data has established itself as the de facto means for the publication of structured data over the Web, 
enjoying amazing growth in terms of the number of organizations committing to use its core principles and 
technologies for exposing and interlinking data sets for seamless exchange, integration, and reuse. More and 
more ICT ventures offer innovative data management services on top of Linked (Open) Data, creating a 
demand for data practitioners with a background in this area.  An example from the public sector is the UK’s 
white paper on ‘Building Britain’s Future’, setting out the intention to make the UK a world leader in opening 
up governmental data.2 Sir Tim Berners-Lee, acting as an advisor to the British government, has noted the 
advantages of offering a single access point to public data via standardized Web technologies, ensuring 
greater transparency and improving the efficiency of public services. This is seen as an important step to 
create new jobs, drive economic growth, and encourage development of new information services.  Other 
European governments, including Sweden, Finland, Spain, The Netherlands, France and Italy are following 
suit.3 A second notable example comes from the media sector, with the BBC, the New York Times, and the 
Guardian adopting the same best practices and technologies to publish metadata about their content in 
order to increase Web traffic, improve site navigation, and facilitate the integration of self-owned and public 
data sets. Other equally promising application domains include life sciences, cultural heritage, and finances, 
where major players commit to the online exposure of their data sources following open-access policies and 
Linked Data principles and technologies.   

Large data sets exposed on the Web have reached critical mass in terms of volume – and also attained a level 
of quality – that makes them realistically usable by data practitioners across application domains and 
scenarios. Full technology coverage of the data management cycle, for such data sets and their specific 
features, is slowly consolidating in form of mature Linked Data crawlers, scalable semantic repositories, 
efficient reasoning techniques, as well as visualization and analytics components. Building upon these 
promising prospects, the Linked Data community is now in the unique position of being able to offer a 
complete ‘how-to’ guide, and end-to-end technical assistance, to potential Linked Data consumers.  

If European businesses are to reap the full benefits of the advanced data management technologies, and the 
know-how accumulated over the past years by researchers, technology enthusiasts, and early adopters with 
the aid of European funding, knowledge transfer and education is of paramount importance. We will map 
out important topics, and provide various types of learning materials using state-of-the-art delivery 
channels, including webinars, podcasts and tutorials, meet-ups and get-togethers, showcases, and catalogues 
of data sets and tools. Such initiatives are particularly important for SMEs that might not possess the means 
and resources to make considerable investments in technology monitoring and assessment. EUCLID 
contributes to this goal by providing a comprehensive educational curriculum, supported by multi-modal 
learning materials and highly visible eLearning distribution channels, tailored to the real needs of data 
practitioners, promoting the industrial uptake of Linked Data best practices and technologies and supporting 
their further development and sustainability. 
 
We look back to a highly successful first year of the EUCLID project. The beginnings of the project were 
dedicated to the establishment of coherent and efficient process models for the production and promotion of 
training materials and events, which soon materialized in five out of the planned six modules of our 
curriculum being released to an international community both offline, at conferences and more informal 
meet-ups, and on the Web, using a selection of online media channels. The project has achieved a highly 
visible status as one of the main drivers of educational activities in the areas of Linked (Open) Data and, in a 
broader sense, data science, both through a variety of rich learning materials and through webinars and f2f 
training. Its sustained community engagement efforts spanned a multitude of communication and content 
sharing channels (Web site, SlideShare, Vimeo, LinkedIn, Twitter, mailing lists); they ensured that the 

2 http://www.hmg.gov.uk/media/27749/full_document.pdf  
3 http://www.opendata-showroom.org/ 
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outcomes of the project were in line with the needs and demands of the community (both collaborators and 
potential adopters) and encouraged adoption and exploitation within academia and industry. In the second 
year of the project our focus will be on the completion and consolidation of the learning materials, and on 
delivering technology and insights into modern training methods, in particular towards MOOCs and learning 
analytics.  
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