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INTRODUCTION

The general objectives of this programme, to be realised in concert with related
activities elsewhere in the Framework Programme, are centred on two main areas of
activity, to improve the human research potential and to strengthen the socio-
economic knowledge base. The Programme consists of five distinct actions:

– Supporting training and mobility of researchers, which is implemented through
two lines: Research Training Networks and Marie Curie Fellowships;

– Enhancing Access to Research Infrastructures, which is implemented through
Transnational Access to Major Research Infrastructures, Infrastructure Co-
operation Networks and Research Infrastructure RTD Projects;

– Promoting Scientific and Technological Excellence, which is implemented
through High-level Scientific Conferences, Distinctions for High-Level Research
Work and Raising Public Awareness activities;

– Key action on “Improving the socio-economic knowledge base”;

– Support for the development of scientific and technology policies in Europe,
which is implemented through the Strategic Analysis of Specific Political Issues
and the establishment of a Common Basis of Science, Technology and
Innovation Indicators.

In addition to the implementation of these five actions, this horizontal programme has
an important co-ordination role within the Fifth Framework Programme, related to
Marie Curie Fellowships, Research Infrastructure and Socio-economic Research.

The legal base for the Improving the Human Research Potential and the Socio-
economic Knowledge Base programme is Council Decision 99/173/EC1 of 25
January 1999.  In addition, Council Decision 99/65/EC2 concerning the rules for the
participation of undertakings, research centres and universities and for the
dissemination of research results for the implementation of the Fifth Framework
Programme of the European Community (1998-2002), as well as the Commission
regulation on the implementation of articles 4, 8, 11 and 14-20 of Council Decision
99/65/EC3 concerning the rules for the participation of undertakings, research
centres and universities and for the dissemination of research results for the
implementation of the Fifth Framework Programme of the European Community
(1998-2002), apply to the present work programme.

                                                

1 OJ No L64 of 12.3.1999, p. 105.

2 OJ No L26 of 1.02.99, p1.

3 OJ No L122 of 12.5.1999, p. 9
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A.      SUPPORTING TRAINING AND MOBILITY OF RESEARCHERS

This action will be implemented through two lines: Research Training Networks and a
coherent system of Marie Curie Fellowships.  They will be open to all fields of
scientific research that contribute to the Community’s objectives in research,
technological development and demonstration, for projects chosen freely by the
participants themselves.  In the selection of projects, there will be no pre-established
target in terms of scientific discipline or topic - the selection being made on the
criteria of scientific excellence and relevance to the objectives of the actions alone
(i.e. a bottom-up approach).

 “Supporting Training and Mobility of Researchers” will concentrate on helping to
create a European Research Area through the following overall objectives:
stimulating training-through-research of young researchers, especially those in the
early stages of their professional career; promoting equality of opportunities between
women and men in the research field; promoting transnational co-operation between
research teams, particularly through networking around a common research project;
promoting the mobility of researchers throughout Europe; encouraging co-operation,
interactions and staff mobility between academic and industrial research; and
promoting the scientific and technological cohesion of the Community, particularly
with respect to its less-favoured regions4.

A.1    RESEARCH TRAINING NETWORKS

OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of Research Training Networks is to promote training-through-
research, especially of young researchers at pre-doctoral and post-doctoral level,
within the frame of high quality transnational collaborative research projects, including
those in emerging fields of research.  Community support will be awarded both to
reinforce the research teams of a network through the temporary appointment of
young researchers coming from a country other than that of the team concerned and
to contribute towards the costs of co-ordinating the collaborative research project on
which the network is based.

The organisation and management of a network will be adapted to the scope and
complexity of the joint project. Co-ordination and communication between the teams
will be as open and efficient as possible. Advantage will be taken of the capabilities
and potential of modern telematics, in particular advanced high-speed
communications, whenever appropriate.

Each network will ensure the diffusion of its principal research results through timely
and open publication. Arrangements will be made, when relevant to the project, for
establishing regular dialogue with industry, including SMEs or, when appropriate,
Community networks developed within the framework of the enterprise policy of the
European Union, that could exploit the research findings or participate in an extension
of the research towards new objectives.

                                                

4 For the purposes of this Work Programme, the term “less-favoured region” refers to Objective 1 regions
or assimilated, as defined at the relevant deadline for submission specified at the call for proposals.
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DELIVERABLES

Per € 100 million of financing, this action is expected to:

– create about 75 networks,

– involve about 600 research teams from academia and industry

– provide about 1800 person-years of training for young researchers (i.e. aged 35
years or below), both pre-doctoral and post-doctoral.

The action will enable researchers, particularly young researchers, to advance in their
scientific understanding, to acquire complementary knowledge, to establish new
contacts with other researchers and other institutions including industry, in order to
maintain, or to advance towards achieving European leadership in their discipline
and to improve their career opportunities. The expected number of researchers
profiting directly from this action through training or mobility is at least 4000 per € 100
million .

IMPLEMENTATION

Participants

A research training network will normally consist of at least five mutually independent
legal entities from at least three Member States/JRC or Associated States.
Networks composed exclusively of legal entities from Associated States will not be
eligible.  Smaller networks working in emerging and novel interdisciplinary fields of
science and technology can exceptionally be supported. Each research team working
on the network project must be under the responsibility of a legal entity with which any
resulting contract will be concluded.

Evaluation Criteria

The selection of proposals to be financed will be established on the basis of the
following criteria:

– the scientific merit of the collaborative research project on which the network is
based;

– the quality of the network partnership and of its organisation and management;

– the quality and content of the network’s training programme.

Networks promoting interactions between different disciplines and those containing
complementary research teams, as well as those involving meaningful connections
with industry will be preferred over networks of otherwise equal merit, where these
features are relevant to the network’s training programme.

Community Financing

While the teams within a network are expected to use their own resources to finance
the actual research work, Community funding will cover up to 100% of the additional
eligible costs connected with the temporary appointment of young researchers, both
pre-doctoral and post-doctoral, and with co-ordinating the joint project on which the
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network is based. The age limit for young researchers will be 35 years at the date of
appointment under the network contract; allowance will be made for compulsory
military or civil service and childcare.

More specifically, the following costs are eligible for support:

(A) Personnel and Mobility Costs related to the Appointment of Young Researchers:
personnel costs comprise the additional costs relating to the reinforcement of
research staffs through the temporary appointment of young researchers, both
pre-doctoral and post-doctoral, who must be nationals of a Member State or an
Associated State or residing in the Community for at least the last five years.  The
young researchers must not be nationals5 of the state in which the participating
team appointing them is located and must not have carried out their normal
activities in that state for more than 12 of 24 months prior to their appointment.
Mobility costs comprise costs for relocations and travels to their home scientific
community;

(B) Costs linked to Networking: these costs include the mobility costs associated
with the activities of the network, in particular those of staff exchanges,
organisation of network meetings, conference fees, costs of exchanging
information and materials and of publishing joint results, use of external scientific
facilities, scientific computing, use of high-bandwidth communication networks,
consumables, subcontracts and costs for the protection and exploitation of
scientific results;

(C) Overheads: a fixed contribution in respect of indirect general costs of up to a
maximum of 20% of the total of the allowable costs in categories A and B,
excluding costs for subcontracts.

At least 60% of the funding for each network will be attributed to costs of appointing
young researchers (i.e. cost category A). Community support will normally not be
granted to procure durable equipment. The only exception will be made (within cost
category B) in the case of funds used to equip a research team situated in a less-
favoured region of the Community in which a researcher who has been trained
abroad for a minimum duration of one year at a post-doctoral level, is appointed to an
established position in that legal entity and will be active in the Human Potential
network project.  In order to target support towards research teams appointing
researchers at the start of their scientific career, only those researchers having held
an established position for five years or less are eligible for the research teams
reimbursement of durable equipment.

Contracts are expected to have the following profile:

– for each network, the financial support to its research teams from Member States
and Associated States should not exceed € 0.2 million per team, when averaged
over all such teams in the network. Higher levels of funding will be awarded to a
network only in the most exceptional of cases;

                                                

5 In the case of a non EU/Associated State national, he/she is not permitted to move to a host country in
which he/she was residing for more than two years in the last five years immediately prior to the
appointment date.
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– a team in a third country may exceptionally be supported by up to € 0.03 million;

– major imbalances among the teams in terms of the financial requested should be
justified in the proposal. In terms of international balance, no more than 40% of the
funding requested (except in the case of twinnings) should be allocated to the
teams of one country;

– network contracts will normally not exceed €1.5 million in terms of Community
financing. However, larger contracts may be concluded where the proposed work
is of special interest to the Community in a field of research of particular
importance for training.

– the duration of a contract will normally not exceed 4 years.

As a general rule, where proposals that are selected for funding have conformed to
these guidelines and have adequately justified the level of financing requested, they
will be granted the level of financial support requested in the proposal.

The Commission will conduct a mid-term review exercise, in which the
implementation of network contracts will be assessed, in particular the training and
networking aspects, the structure of the networks and the contract’s work
programmes will be reviewed and, if necessary, contract modifications defined.
Networks which are judged by the Commission to have performed unsatisfactorily in
the mid-term review may have their contracts terminated.

INDICATIVE TIMETABLE6

Publication
of Call

Deadline for
the Reception
of Proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Areas
covered

by the call

Type of projects covered
by the call

Indicative budget as
% of the total budget

available for calls

16/03/99 02/06/99 February 2000 All Research Training
Networks

50

15/12/00 04/05/01 February 2002 All Research Training
Networks

50

                                                

6 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.
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A.2    SYSTEM OF MARIE CURIE FELLOWSHIPS

OBJECTIVES

The system of Marie Curie Fellowships aims at a more efficient use of Community
funding of fellowships for training through research.

DELIVERABLES

The following table shows indicative numbers of fellowships-years which will be
funded under this line of activity, as well as the estimated number of participating
hosting research groups.

Fellowship- years Number of hosts

Marie Curie Individual and Return Fellowships 3800 1800

Marie Curie Experienced Researchers 120 180

Marie Curie Industry Host Fellowships 1200 200

Marie Curie Development Host Fellowships 500 80

Stays at Marie Curie Training Sites 3000 380

Total 8620 2560

IMPLEMENTATION

Participants

The participants in Marie Curie Fellowship schemes are the fellows and the
institutions hosting them.

Institutions hosting the fellows

These are institutions or industrial or commercial enterprises active in research. Only
legal persons established, and international organisations located, in a Member
State or Associated State, as well as the JRC, are eligible to participate as host
institutions.

Fellows

Researchers who can take part in the Marie Curie Fellowship schemes are either: (i)
postgraduate researchers; these are holders of a degree, obtained from a university
or equivalent institution of higher education, which qualifies the holder to embark
directly on a doctorate or equivalent degree; or (ii) young researchers with the
necessary research experience; these are typically researchers with a doctoral
degree or at least four years of full-time research experience at post-graduate level
other than doctoral studies; or (iii) experienced researchers; these are typically
researchers with at least 10 years of research experience at post-doctoral level or 14
years at postgraduate level. Applications from female scientists will be encouraged.
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Researchers can hold fellowships of

– one of the Marie Curie Fellowship schemes of Framework Programme 5, or

– one of the Marie Curie Research Training Grants of Framework Programme 4, or

– one of the Research Training Fellowships of Framework Programme 3;

– any other fellowship funded by the budget of the 3rd, 4th or 5th framework
programme

for a period not exceeding 4 years in total. However, the maximum duration foreseen
for each scheme or category cannot be exceeded. Only projects that ensure the
fellow’s active full-time participation are eligible.

MARIE CURIE INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIPS

These fellowships are awarded to the best of Europe’s young researchers with the
necessary research experience, who wish to receive advanced training through
research in a host institution in a country other than their own, with a view to these
fellows becoming Europe’s leading researchers.  In this context, special efforts will be
made to ensure equality of access and aim at a 40% participation of female
researchers. In addition, after completion of a two-year individual fellowship, fellows
originating from a less-favoured region who wish to return to a less-favoured region in
their country of nationality may receive a return fellowship. These fellowships are
awarded as a contribution towards counteracting brain drain from less-favoured
regions, and in order to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and expertise gained by
the Marie Curie fellows during their fellowship.

Criteria for eligibility

Marie Curie Individual Fellowships: this scheme will provide individual fellowships
for young researchers with the necessary research experience for a period of
between one year and two years in the institutions which will host them. Applications
from female scientists will be encouraged. The researchers must be nationals of a
Member State or an Associated State or residing in the Community for at least the
last five years. A researcher from an Associated State cannot carry out research in
an Associated State. The research must be undertaken in a Member State or an
Associated State other than that of the fellow’s nationality7 and of his or her recent
centre of activity. A recent centre of activity is defined as a country where the
researcher has been carrying out his or her normal activity for more than 12 months in
the two years immediately prior to the relevant deadline for submission specified in
the call for proposals. The age limit for researchers will be 35 years at the relevant
deadline for submission specified in the call for proposals; allowance will be made for
compulsory military or civil service (actual time spent in military or civil service) and
childcare (maximum two years per child for the actual time spent off work).

                                                

7 In the case of a non EU/Associated State national, he/she is not permitted to move to a host country in
which he/she was residing for more than two years in the last five years immediately prior to the relevant
deadline for submission specified in the call for proposals.
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Marie Curie Return Fellowships: this scheme will provide one-year fellowships for
researchers from less-favoured regions who wish to return and undertake research in
a host institution in a less-favoured region of their country of nationality and who have
completed two full years of:

– a Marie Curie Individual Fellowship under the Fifth Framework Programme; or

– a post-doctoral Marie Curie Research Training Grant of Framework Programme
4.

For Marie Curie Return Fellowships, applications can be submitted from one year
before the end of the initial individual fellowship. Applicants must provide proof of
links (birth or residence of at least 4 years in the last 10 years at the deadline for
submission for the initial post-doctoral fellowship) with the less favoured region from
which they originate.

Evaluation Criteria

Marie Curie Individual Fellowships: the fellows will be selected by the Commission.
The selection criteria will include the research experience and aptitude of the
candidate, the impact and benefit of the training for the candidate, the research
quality of the hosting research group, the ability of the host to meet the specific
research training needs of the candidate, and the scientific and technological quality
and relevance of the project.

Marie Curie Return Fellowships: the fellows will be selected by the Commission. The
selection criteria will include the results and research experience gained by the
candidate during the initial individual fellowship, and the benefit to the new hosting
research group.

Community financing and contractual obligations

Community financing will allow the host institution to pay a monthly allowance to the
fellow. The amount of this allowance (see Annex) is established for each Member
State and Associated State taking into account both the high standard of Marie Curie
fellows and the overall situation of researchers of a corresponding level in the host
country; it includes a provision for proper social security expenses.

Other income connected with the fellow’s activity or professional status, that he or she
will continue to receive without engaging de facto in any activity related to this status
(i.e. any income received in connection with the maintenance of an employment
position), will be taken into account in the calculation of his or her monthly allowance,
in order to ensure a correspondence with the amount given in the Annex. For return
fellows, it is not permitted to receive any such income. The fellow will also be paid a
contribution to the costs incurred as a consequence of being away from his or her
home country and will be reimbursed a flat-rate amount for return travel expenses,
calculated on the basis of a scale (see Annex) which takes into account the distance
between his or her country of nationality and that of the host institution. This
arrangement does not apply to return fellows.

Each host institution must ensure that the fellow is covered under the social security
scheme which is applied to employed workers within the Member State or
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Associated State concerned, or under a social security scheme providing a
protection which is at least comparable, in terms of level and scope. In order to take
into account cases of maternity leave, the Commission may decide, on request of the
fellow and upon advice of the host institution, to extend the duration of the fellowship,
and consequently increase the amount of the Community financing.

In addition to the allowance for the fellow, a contribution to the research and
management costs is allocated to the host institution; this allowance will depend on
whether the research work is of experimental laboratory-based nature or not, and will
also cover reasonable conference attendance by the fellow. The rates of this
allowance are given in the Annex.

MARIE CURIE EXPERIENCED RESEARCHERS FELLOWSHIPS

These fellowships are awarded to experienced researchers (i) to enhance the
transfer of knowledge and technology between industry and academia, or (ii) to
contribute to the scientific development of the institutions active in research situated
in the less-favoured regions of the Community.

Criteria for eligibility

The scheme will provide, for a total period of between 3 months and one year,
fellowships for experienced researchers either

– coming from an industrial or commercial enterprise8 of a Member or Associated
State to go to a university or research centre for transfer of knowledge/technology;
or

– coming from a university or research centre of a Member or Associated State to
go to an industrial or commercial8 enterprise for transfer of knowledge/technology;
or

– going to an institution active in research in a less-favoured region in order to
transfer knowledge/technology to this institution; or

– coming from an institution active in research in a less-favoured region in order to
gain knowledge/technology and return to their home institution in a less-favoured
region.

The researchers must be nationals of a Member State or an Associated State or
residing in the Community for at least the last five years.  A researcher from an
Associated State9 cannot carry out research in an Associated State.  The research
must be undertaken in a Member State or an Associated State other than the one in
which the researcher is, at the time of the application, an established staff member of
an institution active in research.  An established staff member is defined (i) as having
been working at his or her institution continuously for the last 3 years, or (ii) as holding
                                                

8 To be eligible, the legal entity must be carrying out commercial or industrial activities on a durable basis,
it must obtain the major part of its revenue from its commercial activities, and the principle part of its
research activities must be of a commercial nature.

9 This relates to the country where the applicant researcher is an established staff member, and not to his
or her nationality.
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a work contract of at least 3 years with his or her institution.  Retired experienced
researchers are also eligible to participate in the scheme.  The experienced research
must be undertaken in a Member State or an Associated State other than that of the
experienced researcher’s nationality7, except in cases where knowledge and
technology will be transferred to the less-favoured regions.

Evaluation Criteria

Marie Curie experienced researchers will be selected by the Commission. The
selection criteria will include the scientific excellence of the candidate, the scientific
and technological quality and relevance of the project, and the relevance, impact and
benefit of the fellowship for the parties involved.

Community financing and contractual obligations

Community financing will enable the host institution to finance an experienced
researcher. The Community financing will be determined individually by the
Commission on the basis of a proposal drawn up by the researcher in conjunction
with the host institution. Relevant legislative social security provisions will be taken
into account.  Guidelines for the Community contribution are given in the Annex.

MARIE CURIE INDUSTRY HOST FELLOWSHIPS

Marie Curie Industry Host Fellowships will be awarded to industrial or commercial
enterprises8 (including SMEs) for the training of young researchers in an industrial or
commercial environment. The scheme will contribute to the research training
opportunities for young researchers, particularly those without previous industrial
experience in such an environment, and will encourage the co-operation and transfer
of knowledge and technology between industry and academia.

Criteria for the evaluation of host institutions

Host institutions will be selected by the Commission. The selection criteria will include
the research quality of the host, the ability to provide adequate training, supervision
arrangements and research facilities for the fellows, collaborative arrangements with
other research organisations, and the scientific and technological quality and
relevance of the proposed research area. As a special measure, to facilitate the
participation of SMEs in the scheme, the definition of their research activity may
include external contract and/or collaborative research, when a substantial proportion
of their research activity is taking place outside their premises.

Criteria for the selection of fellows

The fellows will subsequently be selected by the host on the basis of their scientific
ability and on the compatibility of their research experience with the proposed
research area. The criteria, concerning notably qualifications, equal access
opportunities and mobility rules to be followed by the industry host in the selection of
fellows, will be included in the contract that the Commission will conclude with the
host.  Before a fellowship contract is offered to a researcher, the selected researcher
will have to be confirmed administratively by the Commission.
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Criteria for eligibility of fellows

The industrial and commercial enterprises will host postgraduate researchers and/or
young researchers with the necessary research experience.  Fellowships will be
offered for a total period of between six months and two years, except for
postgraduate researchers pursuing doctoral studies, where the maximum duration is
three years. Applications from female scientists will be encouraged.

The researchers must be nationals of a Member State or an Associated State or
residing in the Community for at least the last five years.  A researcher from an
Associated State cannot carry out research in an Associated State.  The research
must be undertaken in a Member State or an Associated State other than that of the
fellow’s nationality10 and of his or her recent centre of activity.  A recent centre of
activity is defined as a country where the researcher has been carrying out his or her
normal activity for more than 12 months in the two years immediately prior to the
selection by the host institution.  At the time of the selection of the fellow by the host,
he or she cannot be employed by the host institution or an affiliated organisation, and
must not have been employed in research by any industrial or commercial enterprise
for more than one year following completion of his or her university studies.  The age
limit for researchers will be 35 years at the time of selection by the host institution;
allowance will be made for compulsory military or civil service and childcare.

Community financing and contractual obligations

Joint financing from the Community and the host institution will enable the host
institution to finance postgraduate researchers and young researchers with the
necessary research experience. The Community funding will normally approximate to
50% of the total eligible cost of the research training project through the
reimbursement, by the Community, of 100 % of a provision for each fellow calculated
as an allowance for the subsistence of the fellow, the social security contributions and
a contribution to the costs incurred by the fellow as a consequence of being away
from his or her home country. The Community funding rates are given in the Annex.

The host will provide adequate research facilities and supervision arrangements for
the fellow, necessary training, finance reasonable conference attendance and return
travel between the fellow’s present country of activity and that of the host institution.
The supervision arrangements can, and for researchers pursuing doctoral studies
must, include academic support from a university. A contribution to such support must
be paid by the host. The host must ensure that the fellow is properly covered as far as
social security is concerned, in accordance with the relevant national legislative
provisions.  Contracts awarded to host institutions will normally be for a maximum
duration of four years.

                                                

10 In the case of a non EU/Associated State national, he/she is not permitted to move to a host country in
which he/she was residing for more than two years in the last five years immediately prior to the selection
date.
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MARIE CURIE DEVELOPMENT HOST FELLOWSHIPS

Marie Curie Development Host Fellowships will allow institutions active in research in
less-favoured regions with a need to develop new areas of competence to host young
researchers with the necessary research experience. This will help develop high-level
research capacity in such institutions.

Criteria for the evaluation of host institutions

Host institutions will be selected by the Commission. The selection criteria will include
the relevance and impact of the competence which is sought, the compatibility of the
new competence with the existing competence of the host, the appropriate size of the
hosting research group in order to allow adequate working conditions for the fellows,
and the international nature of the research activities of the hosting research group.

Criteria for the selection of fellows

The fellows will subsequently be selected by the host institution on the basis of their
scientific ability and on the compatibility of their research experience with the needs
of the host institution. The criteria, concerning notably qualifications, equal access
opportunities and mobility rules to be followed by the development host in the
selection of fellows, will be included in the contract that the Commission will conclude
with the host.  Before a fellowship contract is offered to a researcher, the selected
researcher will have to be confirmed administratively by the Commission.

Criteria for eligibility of fellows

Host institutions will offer fellowships for a total period of between six months and two
years to young researchers with the necessary research experience. Applications
from female scientists will be encouraged. The researchers must be nationals of a
Member State or an Associated State or residing in the Community for at least the
last five years. A researcher from an Associated State cannot carry out research in
an Associated State. The research must be undertaken in a Member State or an
Associated State other than that of the fellow’s nationality10 and of his or her recent
centre of activity. A recent centre of activity is defined as a country where the
researcher has been carrying out his or her normal activity for more than 12 months in
the two years immediately prior to selection by the host institution. The age limit for
researchers will be 35 years at the time of selection by the host institution; allowance
will be made for compulsory military or civil service and childcare.

Community financing and contractual obligations

The Community will provide a sum for each fellow calculated as an allowance for the
subsistence of the fellows, the social security contributions and a contribution to the
costs incurred by the fellow as a consequence of being away from his or her home
country; it will also include a contribution to the research and management costs of
the host institution. The Community funding rates are given in the Annex. The host will
provide adequate research facilities and supervision arrangements for the fellow,
finance reasonable conference attendance and return travel between the fellow’s
present country of activity and that of the host institution. The host must ensure that the
fellow is properly covered as far as social security is concerned, in accordance with
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the relevant national legislative provisions. Contracts awarded to host institutions will
normally be for a maximum duration of four years.

STAYS AT MARIE CURIE TRAINING SITES

This scheme will support short stays by young researchers pursuing doctoral studies
at Marie Curie training sites, providing them with the possibility of undertaking part of
their doctoral studies in a country other than their own, and allowing them benefit from
working with an internationally recognised group in their specialised area of research.

Criteria for eligibility of training sites

A Marie Curie training site is a clearly identifiable part of an institution, such as a
research group or interrelated research groups; it consists of a collection of
researchers continuously working together on a common theme. The training site
must be internationally recognised within its respective field and have proven
experience in doctoral training, particularly the training of post-graduate students from
abroad.  In addition, organisers of international doctoral studies in the framework of a
formal collaboration, in a specific area of research, between participating
organisations in different countries (at least 5 organisations in 3 different Member
States or Associated States) having the form of certain common requirements for
achieving the doctoral degree, are considered possible training sites. However, the
stays at this type of training site must also be open to researchers from outside the
participating organisations, to which at least fifty percent of all fellow-months must be
allocated.

Criteria for the evaluation of training sites

Training sites will be selected by the Commission. The selection criteria will include
the research quality of the training site, the ability of the training site to provide
research training, the evidence of past successful training of post-graduate students
from abroad and the appropriate size of the training site in order to allow adequate
working conditions for the fellows.

Criteria for the selection of fellows

The young researchers will subsequently be selected by the training site on the basis
of their scientific ability and on the compatibility of their doctoral studies with the
expertise of the training site. The criteria, concerning notably qualifications, equal
access opportunities and mobility rules to be followed by the training site in the
selection of fellows, will be included in the contract that the Commission will conclude
with the host.  Before a fellowship contract is offered to a researcher, the selected
researcher will have to be confirmed administratively by the Commission.

Criteria for eligibility of fellows

Marie Curie training sites will offer fellowships for short stays of a total period of
between 3 months and one academic year to young researchers pursuing doctoral
studies. Applications from female scientists will be encouraged. The researchers
must be nationals of a Member State or an Associated State or residing in the
Community for at least the last five years.  A researcher from an Associated State
cannot carry out research in an Associated State.  The stay must be undertaken in a
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Member State or an Associated State other than that of the fellow’s nationality10 and
of his or her recent centre of activity.  A recent centre of activity is defined as a
country where the researcher has been carrying out his or her normal activity for more
than 12 months in the two years immediately prior to selection by the host institution.
At the selection date the researchers must be pursuing doctoral studies in a country
other than that of the hosting research group in a subject area similar to that of the
training site.  The period of training at the training site must be recognised as an
integral part of their doctoral studies, as certified by the institution awarding the
degree.  The age limit for researchers will be 35 years at the time of selection by the
training site; allowance will be made for compulsory military or civil service and
childcare.

Community financing and contractual obligations

Community financing will allow funding of short stays for young researchers at the
training site; it will also include a contribution to the research and management costs
of the host institution. The Community funding rates are given in the Annex.  The fellow
will be paid an allowance contributing to the costs of the stay at the host institution.
The host institution will provide adequate research facilities and supervision
arrangements for the fellow, and pay the return travel costs between his or her present
country of activity and that of the host institution.  Contracts awarded to host
institutions will normally be for a maximum duration of four years.

CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES

In order to ensure the consistent high quality and prestige of Marie Curie Fellowships,
the Human Potential Programme will co-ordinate the Marie Curie Fellowships
implemented by the thematic programmes of the Fifth Framework Programme.

It will ensure that all Marie Curie Fellowships, whether in the thematic or the horizontal
programmes, have common rules in relation to implementation modalities, eligibility,
legal and financial provisions, duration and standards. Moreover, it will set up a single
entry point for the reception of proposals.

The common rules will be defined in the Human Potential Programme and will be
applied by all programmes that wish to fund Marie Curie Fellowship schemes.  The
present programme will also prepare periodic overviews on Marie Curie Fellowships
funded by the Fifth Framework Programme.  The thematic programmes will provide
the Human Potential Programme with all necessary information for the preparation of
such overviews on Marie Curie Fellowships.

 The programme “Confirming the International Role of Community Research” provides
funding for bursaries to young scientists from Developing Countries (including
Emerging Economies and Mediterranean partner countries) to come to Europe to
work in projects for a period of up to 6 months.
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 INDICATIVE TIMETABLE11

 
Publication

of Call
Deadline for the

Reception of
Proposals12

Expected Date
for Issue of First

Contracts

Areas
covered by

the call

Fellowships
covered by the call

Indicative budget as %
of the total budget
available for calls

16/03/99 17/05/99 October 1999 All Individual, Return,
Experienced

11

16/03/99 16/06/99 November 1999 All Industry-Host 5
11/06/99 13/10/99 March 2000 All Development-Host 4
11/06/99 13/10/99 March 2000 All Training Sites 11
16/03/99 15/03/00 August 2000 All Individual, Return,

Experienced
9

15/02/00 03/10/00 February 2001 All Industry-Host 4
16/03/99 13/09/00 February 2001 All Individual, Return,

Experienced
9

16/03/99 14/03/01 August 2001 All Individual, Return,
Experienced

9

15/02/01 16/05/01 October 2001 All Development-Host 3
15/02/01 16/05/01 October 2001 All Training Sites 11
15/02/01    3/10/01  March 2002 All Industry-Host 4
16/03/99 12/09/01 February 2002 All Individual, Return,

Experienced
10

16/03/99 13/03/02 August 2002 All Individual, Return,
Experienced

10

                                                

11 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.

12 A single call will be published and will remain open till the final evaluation session for the Individual,
Return and Experienced Researchers fellowship schemes. Proposals can be submitted anytime before the
final deadline.  They will be evaluated at regular intervals.  The deadlines for reception indicate cut-off
dates for the evaluation sessions to be organised.
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B.      ENHANCING ACCESS TO RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES

OBJECTIVES

The term “research infrastructures” refers to facilities and establishments that provide
essential services to the research community.  It covers, for example, singular large-
scale research installations, collections, special habitats, libraries, data-bases,
integrated arrays of small research installations, as well as infrastructural centres of
competence which provide a service to the wider research community based on an
assembly of techniques and know-how.

In the context that the construction and operation of infrastructures is the responsibility
of national authorities, the action “Enhancing Access to Research Infrastructures”
has the following general objectives:

– to sponsor new opportunities for transnational access to major research
infrastructures of Community-wide interest;

– to stimulate infrastructure operators and users to work together in order to make
more effective use of research infrastructures and hence to improve the service
they provide to the scientific community;

– to arrange co-ordinating, supporting and accompanying actions that ensure
consistency with related actions undertaken in other specific programmes.

DELIVERABLES

The scheme concerning “Transnational Access to Major Research Infrastructures”
is expected to:

– provide about 8,000 researchers per € 100 million  of financing with access to
around 100 infrastructures located outside the country in which a researcher is
working. About 60% of the researchers involved are expected to be young
researchers (i.e. aged 35 years or below), of which about one-half are expected to
be pre-doctoral;

– enable researchers to advance their scientific understanding, to acquire better
knowledge of important techniques, to establish useful new contacts with other
researchers and other institutions and, particularly for young researchers, to
improve their career opportunities.

The “Infrastructural Co-operation Networks” scheme is expected to promote co-
operation among about 120 participants in 12 networks per €10 million of financing.
About two-thirds of these participants are expected to be operators of infrastructure,
including many of the infrastructures supported under the transnational access
scheme.

The “Research Infrastructure RTD Projects” scheme is expected to support about 8
projects per € 10 million  of financing.  Each project is expected to lead to a new
technique or technology that will significantly enhance access provision in its relevant
field.
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IMPLEMENTATION

B.1 TRANSNATIONAL ACCESS TO MAJOR RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES

The term “major research infrastructure” refers to an infrastructure which provides a
world-class service essential for the conduct of top quality research, which is rare in
Europe, which has investment or operating costs that are relatively high in relation to
those costs in its particular field, and which is able to provide adequate scientific,
technical and logistic support to external, particularly first-time, users.

The objective of this scheme is to sponsor new opportunities for research teams
(including individual researchers) to obtain access to the major research
infrastructures most appropriate for their work, irrespective of where in the Member
States or Associated States they or the infrastructure is located.

Participants

Participants in this scheme will be legal entities that operate major research
infrastructure. International organisations operating major research infrastructure in
the Member States or Associated States may exceptionally participate with financing
from the Programme provided that the access being financed is both complementary
to the mission of the organisation concerned and not eligible for support from the
organisation’s own financial resources.  Normally, major research infrastructures will
be located on a single site, but a geographically-dispersed group of smaller
complementary facilities could also be considered a major research infrastructure,
where they offer a unified service under a coherent management structure.

This scheme is intended to be of particular significance to researchers working in
regions of the Community where few such research infrastructures exist.  Users will
be expected to publish their results within a reasonable time in the open literature.
The scheme is intended to provide access to users for short periods of time, which,
depending on the nature of the facility, would not normally exceed three months.

Community financing

Community financing is intended to cover 100% of the travel and subsistence costs of
visits to the infrastructure by research teams working in Member States and
Associated States other than the state where the owner and operator of the
infrastructure is located. Community funding will also cover up to 100% of the eligible
costs of providing such research teams with access to the infrastructure; such costs
will be calculated either on the basis of the User Fee system, which includes a
composite rate to be negotiated with each infrastructure operator and to be derived
from its actual operating costs, or on the basis of the actual additional costs
connected with making the infrastructure available to the visiting teams.  Eligible
costs will exclude all contributions to capital costs.

Contracts resulting from the third call for proposals are expected to have the following
profile:

– the level of Community support for an infrastructure is expected to average about €
0.3 million  per year, though with a range between about 0.1 – € 0.75 million per
year;
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– the scheme will not finance more than 20% of the total access being provided by
an infrastructure so as to avoid any undue dependence on the scheme in the
running of the infrastructure itself;

– the duration of the support will range from a minimum of 1 to a maximum of 4
years;

– all contracts are expected to have a commencement date of 1 November 2001.

Infrastructures with similar unexpired contracts (e.g. following the first call for
proposals) may apply for further support, though their financial request should take
due account of the quantity of access likely to be remaining on their unexpired
contracts at 31 October 2001.

Publication of opportunities

The list of infrastructures selected will subsequently be published on the Internet home
page of the Programme in order to inform researchers who wish to have access
under the Programme to one of these infrastructures that they should address
themselves directly to the infrastructure operator concerned.  Selected infrastructure
operators will also be required to make regular open publications in relevant journals
or on the Internet describing the opportunities available.  The choice of users will be
made by each infrastructure operator on the basis of the scientific/technical merit of
proposals from prospective users while giving priority to first-time users and to users
coming from countries without a similar infrastructure.

B.2 INFRASTRUCTURE CO-OPERATION NETWORKS

The objective of this scheme is to catalyse the self-co-ordination and the pooling of
resources between infrastructure operators in order to foster a culture of co-operation
between them, to generate critical mass for research into higher performance
techniques, instrumentation and technologies, to spread good practice, to promote
common protocols and interoperability, to encourage complementarity, and to
stimulate the creation of “distributed” and “virtual” large facilities.

Participants

Participants in these networks will be operators of research infrastructures, research
teams in universities, in research centres and in industry, representatives of users of
the infrastructures, and equipment manufacturers.  Each network will contain at least
three mutually independent legal entities which operate research infrastructure and
which come from at least three different countries of the Member States and
Associated States and must be co-ordinated by one of these legal entities.

Community financing

Infrastructure co-operation networks will be implemented as thematic networks.
Community financing will cover up to 100% of the additional eligible costs of co-
ordinating and implementing the network.  For contracts resulting from the third call,
the annual rate of support to a network is not expected to exceed €0.03 million per
participant when averaged over all the participants in the network.  The maximum
duration of a network will be four years.
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B.3 RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE RTD PROJECTS

The objective of this scheme is to support co-operative research efforts that could
have widespread significance at a Community level for enhancing access to and
improving the service provided by infrastructures in a particular field.  Such RTD
projects will be particularly encouraged when they are in support of the work of the
infrastructure co-operation networks of this Programme or of the precursor concerted
actions of the earlier Training and Mobility of Researchers Programme.

Participants

Participants in these projects will be operators of research infrastructures, research
teams in universities, research centres and industry, and equipment manufacturers.
Each project will contain at least two mutually independent legal entities, which
operate research infrastructure and which come from at least two countries of the
Member States and Associated States. The project must be co-ordinated by one of
these legal entities.

Community financing

Community financing will not exceed 50% of the total eligible costs of the project, with
progressively lower participation the nearer the project is to the market place.  In the
case of legal entities that do not keep analytical accounts, the additional costs
generated as a result of the project will be financed at the rate of 100%.  These
contracts are not intended to support the procurement of fixed capital equipment.
Projects resulting from the third call are expected to have a duration of up to 4 years
and to contain a minimum of 10 researcher-years of activity.

B.4 ROUND TABLES, STUDY PANELS AND EXPLORATORY WORKSHOPS

“Round Tables” will bring together in groups the operators of similar infrastructures
financed by the Programme (or the earlier TMR Programme) for the purpose of co-
ordinating work under the contracts in order to exchange experience, to expand the
research efforts of individual contractors so as to reach a critical mass, and to
interact with representatives of users.  Where the topic of a Round Table is relevant to
that of a thematic programme, participants from that programme will be invited to join
the Round Table.  Such Round Tables may be supported as thematic networks,
provided that they involve a minimum of three infrastructure operators being financed
for access by this or the previous TMR Programme from a minimum of two different
Member States or Associated States.

“Study Panels” will explore the possible role of the Programme in relation to specific
classes of research infrastructure or specific research areas.

“Exploratory Research Infrastructure Workshops” will enable potential participants in
aspects of research infrastructure that have little history of transnational co-operation
to explore the possibility of elaborating a proposal for an infrastructure co-operation
network or a research infrastructure RTD project.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
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The selection of proposals for Transnational Access to be financed, and the level of
support to be awarded, will be established on the basis of the following criteria:

– the quality of the infrastructure, in particular whether the infrastructure is world-class
and whether it is offering state-of-the-art equipment to the Programme;

– the quality of the research that external users are able to carry out at the
infrastructure;

– the quality of the scientific, technical and logistic support provided for these
external users, including the quality of the research environment;

– the scale of interest being demonstrated in using the infrastructure by new
transnational users coming from countries where no similar infrastructure exists;

– the cost-effectiveness of Community support.

In addition, the benefit to the Community in terms of improving the scientific and
technical potential of its less-favoured regions will also be taken into account. While
respecting the overriding importance of scientific/technical merit and cost-
effectiveness in the selection process, proposals from infrastructures in the less-
favoured regions of the Community will be favoured at the margin over other
proposals of equal merit.  For those infrastructures already involved in contracts for
similar activities carried out under this or earlier Framework Programmes, the
selection of proposals and the level of finance awarded will also take account of any
mid-term reviews or ex-post evaluations conducted under those programmes.

Proposals for Co-operation Networks, Round Tables and Workshops will be selected
on the basis of their potential to enhance the access to and the service provided by
research infrastructures that have a Community-wide interest and on the basis of the
ability of the participants to provide an effective co-ordination of the network’s
activities (or of the workshop).

RTD projects will be selected on the basis of the scientific originality of the project,
the quality of its research method and work plan, the potential of the project to
improve infrastructure provision in Europe, the degree of interest shown generally by
infrastructure operators in the field and by the user community, and the quality of the
project management and competence of the partners.

Some of the general evaluation criteria set out in the Evaluation Manual - i.e. (i) S/T
quality and innovation, (ii) Community added value and contribution to EU policies,
and (v) management and resource - are already included in the programme-specific
criteria set out above. Some others - i.e. (iii) contribution to Community social
objectives, and (iv) economic development and S&T prospects - play an insignificant
role in view of the nature of this action, and shall therefore not be considered.

CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES

This action will be closely co-ordinated with related activities undertaken elsewhere in
the Framework Programme in order to ensure a consistency and complementarity of
approach concerning support for research infrastructures. In particular, this
Programme will:
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– draw up and publish a “map” showing for all classes of research infrastructure to
which specific programme(s) they may apply for support;

– publish annually a summary report of all actions being undertaken in the
Framework Programme in support for research infrastructures, listing all contracts
concluded during the year.

This action will also be co-ordinated with the specific programme “Confirming the
International Role of Community Research”, in particular in its relationships with
international organisations and with global initiatives concerning research
infrastructures.

INDICATIVE TIMETABLE13

Publication
of call

Deadline for
the reception
of proposals

Expected date
for Issue of

First Contracts
Type of projects covered by the call

Indicative budget as
% of the total budget

available for calls

Access to Research Infrastructures

Infrastructure Co-operation Networks16/03/99 04/05/99 January 2000

Research Infrastructure RTD
Projects

65

Infrastructure Co-operation Networks
16/11/99 15/02/00 November 2000

Round-Tables (Thematic Networks)
& Exploratory Workshops

5

Access to Research Infrastructures

Infrastructure Co-operation Networks

Research Infrastructure RTD
Projects

15/11/00 15/02/01 November 2001

Round-Tables (Thematic Networks)
& Exploratory Workshops

30

                                                

13 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.
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C.      PROMOTING SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL EXCELLENCE

OBJECTIVES

Scientific and technological excellence are essential prerequisites for Europe to
succeed in the competitive environment of international research and scientific
development. The promotion of excellence is expected to encourage the best
individuals and teams to become involved in and be committed to European
research and to increase the visibility of outstanding research findings produced by
European researchers.  At the same time it will be important to improve the image of
science and research in society with the objective of creating a favourable
environment for research and technological development, and in particular for
activities carried out under Community Framework Programmes. Scientific activities
and research can only succeed and have the expected beneficial impact if citizens
develop a basic understanding of science and scientific issues and come to an
overall positive perception of relevant activities and their results.

DELIVERABLES

"High-level Scientific Conferences" is expected to:

- provide support to a total of 1,000 Scientific Conferences of different types

- involving potentially more than 100,000 participants.

"Distinctions" is expected to:

- mobilise some 10,000 students

- involve around 500 teams of established researchers

"Raising Public Awareness" is expected to:

- support between 20 and 30 co-operation networks

- involving some 100 to 150 partners,

- the organisation of the "European Science and Technology Week" and the
provision of scientific information via electronic networks are expected to reach
several hundreds of thousands of European citizens.

IMPLEMENTATION

C.1 HIGH-LEVEL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES

High-Level Scientific Conferences will contribute to the advancement of science
through exchange and to create conditions for experienced researchers, working at
the cutting edge of scientific and technological development, to impart their
knowledge and experience to the younger generation.  Scientific Conferences will
also create the framework for the networking of researchers who are nationals of a
Member State or an Associated State active outside Member States and Associated
States to build up or preserve their contacts and scientific relations with colleagues in
Europe.

Participants
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Participants in this line will be legal entities from all fields of scientific endeavour
established in a Member State or in an Associated State who wish to organise a
Scientific Conference, involving researchers from a cross-section of the respective
scientific community. Community funded researchers taking part in Conferences will
normally be nationals of a Member State or an Associated State. These will include
individuals who at the time of the event are active in laboratories or institutions
outside Member States and Associated States. Nationals of third countries may be
supported if they have been residing in the Community for at least the last five years,
or if they are invited keynote speakers or scientific organisers.  Conference
organisers shall encourage the attendance of female researchers.

Criteria for eligibility

Four categories of High-Level Scientific Conferences are eligible for support. Series
of events are encouraged.  Combination of different event types is eligible.

- EuroConferences, bringing together established scientists and young
researchers with the objective of contributing to the advancement of science and
to the training of young researchers.  These conferences would normally last for
up to 7 days and bring together up to 150 participants;

- EuroCourses, -Workshops and -Summer Schools, providing opportunities for
established scientists to impart their knowledge and experience to the younger
generation of European researchers. These events would normally last up to a
maximum of 30 days and bring together up to 50 participants (for courses and
workshops) or 150 participants (for summer schools) respectively;

- Large Conferences, involving more than 150 participants;

- Non-traditional Conferences such as electronic Conferences, i.e. virtual
conferences, virtual courses, virtual workshops and virtual schools, or PhD
conferences, i.e. Conferences organised by the younger generation of
researchers for their peers.  The use of broadband electronic networks is
particularly encouraged to allow real-time interaction.

 To be eligible for support events must be organised in a Member State or in an
Associated State. They will not be eligible if they are organised with a profit-making
objective or take place within 6 months following the corresponding deadline for
receipt of proposals.

 Evaluation Criteria

 The selection of High-Level Scientific Conferences will be based on criteria as
follows:

– the interest of the proposed topic for a wider scientific community;

– the quality of the proposed Conference programme;

– its relevance for the training of the younger generation of European researchers;

– the European added-value of events.

Community financing
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High-Level Scientific Conferences will be implemented as accompanying measures.
Community financing is intended to contribute to categories of expenses as follows:

(A) up to 100% of expenses related to the participation of young researchers active
inside a Member State or an Associated State at the time of the event (travel,
subsistence and participation fees);

(B) up to 100% of expenses related to the participation of researchers active
outside Member States and Associated States at the time of the event (travel,
subsistence and participation fees);

(C) up to 50 % of expenses related to the participation of invited keynote speakers
and scientific organisers (travel and subsistence);

(D) expenses related to organisation (renting of venues and equipment, publicity,
provision of materials essential for the training purposes of the event, etc.).

For the different types of eligible Conferences Community financing is foreseen as
follows:

– EuroConferences, -Courses, -Workshops and -Summer Schools: cost categories
(A), (B), (C) and (D);

– Large Conferences: category (A);

– Non-traditional Conferences: electronic Conferences (category D), PhD
conferences (categories A, B, C and D).

 Contracts to be signed with conference organisers would normally not exceed €
0.280 million  and € 0.050 million  for each event covered by the contract.  Higher
levels of funding will be awarded only in well justified cases.

C.2 DISTINCTIONS FOR HIGH-LEVEL RESEARCH WORK

 Distinctions will give public recognition and visibility to European researchers having
successfully completed outstanding scientific or technological results from European
collaborative research.  Distinctions for younger people who have carried out
remarkable scientific work whilst being still in the secondary or tertiary educational
system will motivate them to continue their efforts in the interest of Europe’s scientific
and technological future and also encourage other individuals of the same age to
take an active interest in science and research.

 There will be three types of distinctions14:

 The Descartes Prize, for outstanding scientific and technological achievements
resulting from European collaborative research;

 The Archimedes Prize, for undergraduate students of higher education institutions in
Europe having developed original scientific ideas or concepts in areas which are
relevant to the advancement of European Science;

                                                

14 The evaluation procedures and criteria, including their relative weight, are detailed in the revised “Manual
for Proposal Evaluation Procedures” for the Fifth Framework programme, which has been adopted by the
Commission
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 The European Union Contest for young scientists, catering for scientific talents in the
age range 15 to 20 years.

DESCARTES PRIZE

Participants

Participants in the competition are researchers who have obtained outstanding
scientific or technological results from European collaborative research.

Eligibility criteria

Applications for the Descartes prize may be submitted by project team members
themselves or nominations may be proposed by any third party on behalf of the
project teams.  Applications must be submitted by Legal entities.

The candidates to the Prize must be nationals of a Member state or an Associated
state, or residing in the EU for at least the last five years (for natural persons); or be
established in a Member State or an Associated State (for legal persons).

The competition is open to all fields of scientific endeavour, including social and
economic sciences.

The projects submitted for consideration must have been implemented through
European collaborative research, involving teams established in Member States or
Associated States. The minimum requirement is two mutually independent legal
entities established in two different Member States or in a Member State and an
Associated State.

Evaluation criteria

Distinctions will be awarded to projects that best demonstrate their:

- Scientific excellence: In terms of quality of the results achieved; contribution to
addressing key scientific and technological issues; degree of innovation and
contribution to the state-of-the-art.

- European added value: In terms of quality of the transnational co-operation and
combination of complementary expertise and resources; and, relevance of the
findings with regard to the Community’s policies and priorities in the field of
research and technological development;

Selection

A “Grand Jury” will be appointed.  The Grand Jury will bring together figures of renown
drawn from academic, industrial and public life to reflect the broadest spectrum of
scientific disciplines. The Grand Jury will be assisted by panels of experts. One third
of the Grand Jury will be renewed annually.

The Descartes Prize will be awarded following a two-stage selection process.

First, all eligible projects will be submitted to relevant panels of experts.  The panels
will pre-select and propose a limited number of projects; they will justify their pre-
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selection both in terms of quality and number, and accordingly will complete a short
report on each selected project.  The aggregated short list of projects will then be
submitted to the Jury, who will decide to attribute the Descartes Prize to one or more
of the project nominees.

In determining the eventual number of prizes to be awarded, the Jury will take into
account in particular the selection criteria and the budget available.

Community financing

Prizes will be financed as “Accompanying Measures”.  Community financing will
cover:

- The awarding, by the Commission, of monetary prizes and/or equivalent
recognition, to the most deserving participants.  (Prize monies will be granted on
the understanding that they are expected to be used in the furtherance of science
and technology).  As a guide the monetary awards will correspond to an
indicative amount of€50,000 per team associated with the selected project.

- The costs related to the preparation and practical organisation of the award
ceremony, up to 100% of the related costs.

ARCHIMEDES PRIZE

Participants

Participants in the competition are undergraduate students of European higher
education institutions.

Eligibility criteria

Applications for the Archimedes prize may be submitted by the concerned students
themselves, or nominations may be proposed by any third party on behalf of the
students. Applications must be submitted by legal entities.

The candidates must be natural persons (in case of a team, the rules concerning
eligibility criteria are applicable to all members of the team):

- Who are nationals of a Member State or an Associated State, or residing in the
European Union for at least the last five years; and

- Registered in a tertiary education institution established in a Member State or
Associated State; and

- Attending university (or equivalent institution of higher education) course leading
to a first degree or equivalent, which qualifies the holder to embark directly on a
doctorate or equivalent degree.

For the academic year, 2000-2001, the scientific and technological achievements
presented must be relevant to one of the themes/challenges specified in the call and
must be supported by a recognised scientific institution.  For the second Archimedes
Prize, the four specific challenges/themes are as follows:   Concepts to aid disabled
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people;  Desertification and drought;  Mathematical modelling for social and
economic sciences;  New medicines from natural sources

Evaluation criteria

Distinctions will be awarded to projects that best demonstrate their:

- Scientific excellence, in terms of quality of the results achieved; Creativity,
originality of achievements in line with the relevant theme or challenge;

- European dimension/added value: Relevance of findings at European level;
Projects able to show that they are the result of European teamwork will receive
additional recognition.

Selection

A Jury will be appointed composed of members drawn from academic, industrial and
public life chosen to cover the broadest spectrum of scientific and technological
interests.  The Jury will be assisted by panels of experts. One third of the Jury will be
renewed each year.

The Archimedes Prize will be awarded following a two-stage process.  First, all
eligible projects will be submitted to relevant panels of experts. The panels will pre-
select and propose a limited number of projects; they will justify their pre-selection
both in terms of quality and number, and accordingly will complete a short report on
each selected project.  The aggregated short list of projects will then be submitted to
the Jury, who will decide to attribute the Archimedes prize to one or more of the
nominees.

In determining the eventual number of prizes to be awarded, the Jury will take into
account in particular the selection criteria and the budget available.

Community financing

Prizes will be financed as “Accompanying Measures”.  Community financing will
cover:

- The awarding, by the Commission, of monetary prizes and/or equivalent
recognition; The monetary awards will consist of a right for the prize winners to
draw funds, to enhance and develop their future scientific careers, and will
correspond to an indicative amount of €50,000, per project.

- The costs related to the preparation and practical organisation of the award
ceremony, up to 100% of the related costs.
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EUROPEAN UNION CONTEST FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS

Participants

Participants will be legal entities organising corresponding procedures at national
level and young people whose projects have been selected in that frame.

Contestants are young scientists, who have won a top prize in a national young
scientist’s competition.

Eligibility criteria

Contestants are selected by the Jury of their respective national contest to present
their project at the EU contest. They are top prize winners.

Participating countries are Member States, Associated States and countries with
which the Commission has come to an agreement at government level about their
participation in the contest.

The contest is open to entries from all European countries that organise a national
young scientist’s competition. Admittance to the EU Contest, however, is only granted
to organisations providing adequate proof that i.) they have organised a fair, open
and equitable pre-selection at national level ii) the contest is open to all fields of
scientific endeavour and  iii) the organisation has the official endorsement of the
appropriate government ministry in its country.

Entries can only be considered from candidates who, at the time of the EU Contest:

- Are natural persons, selected by a Member state or an Associated state;

- Are aged from 15 to 20 years;

- Have not completed more than one year of higher education studies;

- Have won a top prize in national young scientist competition;

- Have not previously participated in the EU Contest, even if the project intended
for presentation is different;

Projects are accepted in all fields of scientific endeavour.  Projects may have been
worked upon by individual participants or by teams of not more than 3 people; the
rules concerning age and education requirements being applicable to all members of
the team.

Evaluation criteria

Selection is made on the basis of scientific excellence: originality and creativity in
the identification of and the approach of the basic problem; skill, care and
thoroughness in designing and carrying out a research project; following through of
the project from conception to conclusion; reasoning and clarity in the interpretation
and presentation of results; presentation and ability to discuss the project with the
members of the Jury.
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In applying these criteria, consideration is given to the age and educational level of
the contestants.

Selection

The jury first evaluates all the projects and draws up a preliminary assessment list.
The contestants are required to present their respective projects at the Contest. The
Jury members have, then, opportunities to improve their preliminary assessment on
the basis of such presentations and of further interviews or discussions with the
contestants.

The Jury makes its final decision and issues the list of prizewinners.

The Jury is composed of scientists from different participating countries and covers
the broadest spectrum of scientific disciplines. A President is named each year. Up
to one third of the members is renewed each year.

Detailed arrangements for the practical organisation of the EU Contest for young
scientists are specified in the Rules and Regulations of the Contest.

Community financing

Prizes will be financed as “Accompanying Measures”.  Community financing will
cover:

- The awarding, by the Commission, of monetary prizes and/or equivalent
recognition. The monetary awards referred to above will be fixed at a level of:
€5,000 for each of the three first prize winners; €3,000 for each of the three
second prize winners, and €1,500 for the three third prize winners;

- The costs related to the preparation and practical organisation of the award
ceremony, up to 100% of the related costs.

 C.3 RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS

 The main objective will be to raise public awareness for scientific activities and
technological developments, in particular those undertaken in European research
programmes, and thereby bridge the gap between science in its European
dimension and the public. This should help European citizens to understand better
both the beneficial impact of science and technology on their day-to-day lives as well
as limitations and possible implications of research and technological developments.
The activity will also aim to increase scientists’ awareness of issues and subjects that
are of concern to the public.

 Where possible, activities will build on and complement national activities.

 Participants

 Participants in this line will be legal entities established in a Member State or in an
Associated State who are involved in: science communication and awareness on a
professional basis; the development of policy and understanding in the area of public
awareness of science and technology; and bodies involved in the impartial
dissemination, promotion and use of balanced factual scientific information. The term
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“science communication” includes in particular the media, producers of educational
material, museums of science and technology, providers of science related electronic
information services etc.

 Criteria for eligibility

 

Activities supported: -

• Proposals for thematic networks for the exchange of experience, knowledge,
know-how or best practice. (Duration of networks should be between 2 to 3
years).

Preference will be to networks involving at least five non-affiliated partners
established in at least three Member States or Associated States; at least one of
the partners must be established in a Member State.

• Proposals for accompanying measures for testing of best practice, demonstration
of new approaches, analysis of methodologies, and in the case of the European
Science and Technology Week (see below) the direct demonstration of S&T to
the public.

Preference will be given to accompanying measures involving at least three
mutually independent partners from at least three different Member States or
Associated States; at least one of the partners must be established in a Member
State. Accompanying measures involving fewer partners may qualify for support if
they promise to produce transferable results that could be used by actors not
involved in the respective project.

 

 Evaluation Criteria

The selection of proposals to benefit from Community support will be established
following evaluation in accordance with the following criteria listed in the Framework
Programme decision:

- Scientific/technological value and innovation

- Community added value and contribution to EU polices

- Contribution to Community social objectives

- Resources, Partnership and Management

Proposals may consist of new projects or initiatives conforming to the above-
mentioned criteria; alternatively proposals may be selected which aim at giving a
European dimension to successful national initiatives.

Priorities for 2001

Proposals must cover one or more of the following areas: -

• Area 1: Dialogue with the public:
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Objective: To explore mechanisms for involving the public in science policy related
debates in order to identify ways experience could be shared and generalised across
Europe.

Proposals may draw on experience with initiatives executed at the local or national
level for example:

• Deliberative polling
• Standing consultative panels
• Focus groups
• Citizens’ juries
• Consensus conferences
• Stakeholder dialogues
• Internet dialogues.

A proposal can cover any field or fields of scientific endeavour, including the social
and economic sciences, but must be directly related to the interests of a non-
specialist public.

• Area 2: The role of the Media and Science Communicators.

Objective: to appraise the mechanisms and channels through which the general
public, and the young in particular, is exposed to science related information; to
identify best practice and develop and demonstrate new approaches for improving
the communication of science related information. The non-specialist press,
television, the Internet, science museums and popular science centres are the main
foci of interest.

Particular attention should be paid to factors within the professions involved (-
scientists, science communicators and commentators, science journalists and
science writers, science policy makers -) that shape perceptions of science and its
role in society.

• Area 3: European Science and Technology Week November  2002

Objective: To demonstrate and explain the impact of science, its use, and its
applications on the daily lives of European citizens in a manner accessible to them.
Proposals can be made in any field or fields of scientific endeavour including the
social and economic sciences but must demonstrate the benefits of action at the
European level.

Proposals could involve:

• the culmination at the European level of activities initiated at the national level
across Europe (for example,  collaborative projects, competitions).

• the launch of events or activities that are subsequently carried out at the national
level (for example, science exhibitions, videos, programmes…).
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• the launch of essentially European events or activities that have no clear national
forum or whose potential can be better developed on a trans-national level.

• activities for complementing the Commission’s own initiatives for familiarising
European citizens  with the objectives of Community research programmes.

Potential contractors whose proposals have been retained for activities in support of
a European Science and Technology Week will be invited to a co-ordination meeting
(or meetings) in Brussels before finalisation of their contracts in order to agree a
mutually binding timetable, the precise date of the Week (scheduled for November
2002) and other matters associated with the successful implementation of the Week.
Total preparation time for the proposals submitted should not exceed nine months.

 Community financing

Funding for thematic networks and accompanying measures will be in accordance
with the conditions set out in the latest version of the corresponding model contracts
stipulating eligible project costs (http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/mod-cont.htm).

 

 CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES

This line of the programme will be closely co-ordinated with related actions
undertaken elsewhere in the Framework Programme in order to ensure consistency
and complementarity of approach concerning in particular the identification of
scientific and technological fields where targeted public awareness initiatives may be
particularly interesting and promising.
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INDICATIVE TIMETABLE15

Publication
of Call

Deadline for
the Reception
of Proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Areas covered by the
call

Type of projects
covered by the call

Indicative
budget as % of

the total
budget

available for
calls

16/03/9916 02/06/99 October 1999 All High-Level Scientific
Conferences

20

01/02/00 June 2000 All High-Level Scientific
Conferences

20

01/02/01 July 2001 (*) All High-Level Scientific
Conferences

20

01/02/02  July 2002 (*) All High-Level Scientific
Conferences

11

01/12/99 17/03/00 November 2000 All Descartes Prize 2
 04/12/00  06/04/01 November

2001
All Descartes Prize 2

 03/12/01  05/04/02 November
2002

All Descartes Prize 2

01/12/99 29/06/00 December
2000

Specific themes Archimedes Prize 1.5

 04/12/00  29/06/01 December
2001

Specific themes Archimedes Prize 1.5

 03/09/01  15/03/02
June 2002

Specific themes Archimedes prize 1.5

16/03/99 02/06/99 February 2000 S&T Week, Co-
operation Networks

Raising Public
Awareness

5

15/01/00 15/04/00 October 2000 All Raising Public
Awareness

4

 07/04/01  02/07/01 December
2001

All Raising Public
Awareness

4

15/01/02 15/04/02 October 2002 All Raising Public
Awareness

4

Note: (*) Earliest eligible event date in following month.

                                                

15 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.

16 A single call will be published and will remain open till the final evaluation session. Proposals can be
submitted anytime before this date.  They will be evaluated at regular intervals.  The deadlines for
reception indicate cut-off dates for the evaluation sessions to be organised.
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D. KEY ACTION: IMPROVING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC KNOWLEDGE BASE

OBJECTIVES AND RESEARCH THEMES

The objective of this key action is to improve our understanding of the structural
changes taking place in the European society in order to identify ways of managing
change and to involve European citizens more actively in shaping their own futures.
This will involve the analysis of the main trends giving rise to these changes, the
analysis of the relationships between technology, employment and society, the re-
appraisal of participation mechanisms for collective action at all levels of governance
and the elaboration of new development strategies fostering growth employment and
economic and social cohesion.

STRATEGY FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE KEY-ACTION

The main elements are:

* the establishment of an overall framework, which defines the scientific and political
orientations through which the research will be carried out. The research themes of
this framework were developed in order to provide the scientific community with a
stable point of reference containing clear guidance as to which are the underlying
challenges that need to be tackled. This overall framework also provides the basis
upon which the priority research tasks for each call for proposals are selected;

* the establishment of a dialogue mechanism between researchers, policy makers
and the Commission. This will include formal consultation procedures and
continuous interaction between these actors by means of workshops, seminars, as
well as an appropriate use of accompanying measures and of dissemination of
information. The dialogue is used extensively at all stages of the key-action’s
implementation: the identification of research tasks for each call; the follow-up of
the research projects; the exploitation of research results and the elaboration of
concrete policy options;

* the launching of calls for proposals, which are the main instrument for research
under this key-action. The research tasks for the different calls for proposals
address issues falling within the overall framework, and are guided by the dialogue
with the scientific community and the policy makers;

* the organisation of dissemination activities: the ultimate success of the key action
depends on efficient dissemination and exploitation of research results. This is
being achieved by different mechanisms such as clustering of projects around
common themes, as well as the elaboration of policy papers presenting policy
options to decision makers. Dissemination involves a series of activities such as
workshops, publications and the creation of relevant information databases.

DELIVERABLES

The implementation of this key action should result in:

1. Improved mobilisation of the European social science research community and
relevant parts of the humanities; enhanced co-operation and networking; and
development of European social science research infrastructures. Specific
deliverables include:
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– report on the contribution of this key action to the creation of a European social
science research community;

– establishment of data base of ongoing research within the EU on the research
themes covered in this key action;

– evaluation of the contribution of this key action to the development of European
social science research infrastructures.

2. The Europeanisation of socio-economic research, promotion of research on
specifically “European” socio-economic issues, improvement of comparative
analyses of local, regional and national data. Specific deliverables include:

– reinforced research support to key European policies;

– improved integration of socio-economic aspects into EU-level RTD and other
policies.

3. Dissemination and utilisation of research, including improved dialogue between
the research and policy communities, and improved accessibility and user-
friendliness of the findings to be put at the services of European citizens17.
Specific deliverables include:

– improved access to reports arising out the Key Action, through documentation
centres, etc.;

– policy options papers, research-policy interface workshops;

– preparation of occasional, synthetic, user friendly and jargon-free synopses of
results which may be of interest to the general public.

RESPONDING TO THE OBJECTIVES THROUGH A SERIES OF CALLS FOR
PROPOSALS

Research within this Key Action is to be implemented through a number of Calls for
Proposals. Currently, one further Call is planned for RTD projects, thematic networks
and infrastructure. The detailed contents, in particular the Research Tasks and
implementation modalities, of this third call are under active consideration.  The Work
Programme will be revised in due course in order to specify these additional
elements.  This revision will also take into account the social and economic
objectives as recently defined at the Lisbon European Council (Preparing the
transition towards a knowledge-based society; Modernising the European Social
Model, investing in human resources and combating social exclusion; Sustaining the
healthy economic outlook) and the social priorities of the European Union as defined
in the new Social Policy Agenda.  There is also an Open Call for Accompanying
Measures.

All of these Calls address the overall objectives of the Key Action as specified above.

                                                

17 Member States will be able to access information from work under this key action in line with Article 19.3
of the Council Decision on the rules of participation and dissemination under Article 130J of the Treaty.
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INDICATIVE TIMETABLE18

Publication of
call

Deadline for
the reception
of proposals

Expected date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Research
areas covered

by the calls

Type of projects
covered by the

calls

Indicative budget
as % of the total
budget available

for the calls

16/03/99 02/06/99 January 2000 See Research
Tasks First Call

RTD projects,
Thematic
networks

18

15/12/99 28/06/00 March 2001 Specific
Research

Tasks

RTD projects,
Thematic
networks

33

01/09/01 15/12/01 September
2002

Specific
Research

Tasks

RTD projects,
Thematic
networks,

Infrastructure

 49

CO-ORDINATION WITHIN THE FIFTH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME AND WITH OTHER

INITIATIVES

Co-ordination within the Fifth Framework programme: Socio-economic research is
funded by the thematic programmes, as well as by this key-action. The “Human
Potential” programme co-ordinates and supports the socio-economic research
activities of thematic programmes through the collection and dissemination of
relevant information, in order to ensure that the socio-economic dimension is
consistently taken into account in these programmes. In order to provide, inter alia, a
good basis for future activities in the socio-economic research field, the horizontal
programme draws up an annual report on “Socio-economic research in the Fifth
Framework Programme”. The thematic programmes provide the horizontal
programme with all the relevant information necessary for the preparation of these
annual reports. Co-ordination activities also aim to ensure complementarity between
the indirect actions within this horizontal programme. Key action activities will be co-
ordinated through clustering the indirect actions around common research objectives
and themes in order to exploit synergies and to enhance the research output.

Co-ordination with other Community research programmes and other European
research frameworks: Co-ordination will also take place with other Community
research-related instruments such as COST activities in the field of social sciences,
or the Community programmes in the field of education, training and youth.  It will
consist mainly of the identification of common research themes and priorities; the
exchange of information on activities carried out to avoid the duplication of effort; the
identification of complementary activities for common dissemination and exploitation
for policy-making.

                                                

18 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.
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 E.      SUPPORT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
POLICIES IN EUROPE

 This action line comprises two activities:  Strategic Analysis of Specific Political
Issues;  and Common Basis of Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators.

 OBJECTIVES

 These activities provide a flexible service for decision makers on the development of
S&T policies in Europe, underpinning and complementing the activities carried out at
national and international level.  They will contribute to an open dialogue and promote
continual mutual learning amongst decision makers and researchers on S&T policy
developments, and collate, analyse and synthesise policy relevant data and
information.

E.1  STRATEGIC ANALYSIS OF SPECIFIC POLITICAL ISSUES  (STRATA)

 Specific Objectives

The objective of this activity is to enable considered reasoning by researchers and
Research Technology Development and Innovation (RTDI) policy makers alike, via
dialogue, to improve the efficiency of the European policy development process at
local, regional, national and international level, as well as interactions with other
related policies.  It is intended to build dialogue on emerging and/or relevant
academic work, to develop RTDI policy options and to allow good practice to
emerge.

DELIVERABLES

• For Europe: Considered RTDI policy options and good practice for the
improvement of the efficiency of the science, technology development and
innovation systems in Europe.

• For constituents of the European Research Area: Consolidated RTDI policy
options for all levels of activities in Science, Technology, Innovation and related
policies, as individual elements of the European Research Area;

• For science, technology and innovation policy makers: Benchmarking of policies
and identification of good, best and appropriate practice in RTDI

• For public policy developers: Analysis of emerging RTDI policy issues with
development of related policy options and consequences for specific issues or
sectors of society or economic activity.

• Specific services to the RTDI policy community, which open exchanges of views,
broaden co-ordination and/or policy development and decision-making at all
levels.

• Specific analysis of specific policy issues arising, through peer review via Expert
Groups.
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PRIORITIES

The communication “Towards a European Research Area” articulates a debate on
urgent priorities for European Research.  This activity carries forward that debate, in
the context of the projects in this activity already underway (see
http://www.cordis.lu/improving/src/hp_sstp.htm).  Therefore the activity focuses on the
following:

(i) Policy development for the RTDI system

Science, research, technology development and innovation are increasingly
recognised as the key component of economic growth and social development.
However the linkages between science on the one hand, and industry or society and
its institutions on the other, are often not well developed.  Schemes that promote the
mobility of knowledge, create or develop intermediary institutions or support enabling
systemic structural changes, and which operate in different contexts (such as
regional, national, supranational and global) with different effectiveness need to be
compared, benchmarked and optimised.  Key elements in the use of emerging
information and telecommunications technology need to be adapted and applied in
context, if Europe is to sustain its knowledge based industry.

(ii) Policies to leverage investment in resources for RTDI

Direct public investment in research has emphasised the creation of improved
financial and regulatory environments to support investment in research at all levels.
Limited research budgets, infrastructures, mobility of people and knowledge,
increasing complexity of products and regulatory environments, risk premiums,
careers and reward structures, and shorter uptake windows all require closer
cost/benefit analysis of long term socio-economic objectives.

(iii) Science and governance: impact on other policies

The trend towards open and transparent governance means that public and private-
enterprise policies are being increasingly influenced by scientific issues.  The
systematic giving and taking of scientific advice in the public policy development
process is a new feature of public governance.  This requires policies and processes
to be better understood in their systemic contexts, as well as the shifting institutional
environment in which they operate.  Improvements can be made in the exchange of
good practice between public authorities, large RTDI investors, policy developers,
society and science in order to improve the synergies and reduce tensions, while
clearly identifying the role and scope of science in such policies.  Notable areas of
European interest and potential analysis include consumer protection, intellectual
property, the ethics and implications of biotechnology, the emergence of Electronic
Commerce (E*Europe), environmental pressures, common defence and security, and
Enlargement; while other specific issues may be faced by regional groups or
individual States.

(iv) Improved policy co-ordination in the European Science System

The “European Science” system consists of academic and public research centres,
directly funded research, development and innovative activity by business, some
philanthropic foundations, infrastructure and the generation of knowledge through the
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education system and deployment of skilled resources.  These elements often form
effective clusters at local and regional levels; but it is the interaction of these systems
at all levels up to pan-European that can lead to great gains in efficiency in the better
exploitation of knowledge.  A better understanding of mutual policy objectives and
mechanisms, leading to improved co-ordination of the science system, its
governance and relevant related policies at all levels is a key step towards
accelerating a progressive development of an efficient system and thus improving
European performance.

 IMPLEMENTATION

 This activity will ensure an open dialogue with experts, policy-makers and
intermediaries in the field of science and technology development and innovation
policy as well as with similar actors in related policy domains, with the following major
functions:

- Support for the exchange of experiences and mutual learning by bringing together
policy makers and experts on issues relating to policy design and implementation
at all levels and between levels;

- Analysis and synthesis, developing knowledge and understanding of issues and
opportunities important for science and technology from a European perspective,
and exploiting this knowledge towards science and technology policy-makers at
various levels.

This activity will be implemented by means of thematic networks, accompanying
measures and expert groups.

Thematic Networks will bring together research organisations from different countries
and, where appropriate, policy-makers and other stakeholders, being orientated
towards producing outputs which are to be used in a policy context.  In addition there
is an open call for accompanying measures to enable the attainment of the objectives
described above.

Expert groups on specific policy topics may be convened by the Commission on a
needs basis.  Experts will be drawn from a list established on the basis of a call for
applications which was published in the Official Journal (OJ C120 of 1.05.1999);

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Selection criteria will favour proposals focusing on new or emerging issues and
policy trends, bringing together a critical mass of diverse professional and
disciplinary inputs and/or actors within a coherent S&T policy-orientated approach.
Proposals will be required to demonstrate the relevance and added value of the
activity proposed to the future development of science and technology policies in
Europe.

As such, they will implicitly address the social and economic objectives of the
community and will therefore not be evaluated separately against these criteria.  More
specific selection and award criteria may be defined for accompanying measures in
accordance with the nature of the measure.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES

Consistency and complementarity with the actions of the other specific programmes
and the Institute for Prospective Technological Studies will be ensured to create
mutual benefits and synergy, through co-ordination and the use of harmonised
instruments and a common approach for the dissemination of results.

INDICATIVE TIMETABLE19

Publication
of call

Deadline for the
Reception
proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Areas
covered

by the call

Type of projects
covered by the call

Indicative budget as
% of the total budget

available for the
calls

16/03/99 02/06/99 01/10/99 All Thematic networks 18

16/03/99 Until 02/06/00 4 months after
evaluation

All Studies, etc 7

01/03/00 Until  31/01/0120 4 months after
evaluation

All Studies, etc 9

01/03/00 05/06/00 01/11/00 All Thematic networks 25

01/02/01 Until 15/06/0221 4 months after
evaluation

All Studies, etc 16

 01/02/01  01/06/01 01/11/01 All Thematic networks 25

 

                                                

19 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.

20 A call was published and will remain open till 31/01/01. This call will then be replaced the call of  01/02/01
taking into account the Commission’s Communication "Towards a European Research Area"
COM(2000)6. . Proposals can be submitted anytime before the 31/01/01.  They will be evaluated at
intervals that depend on the number of proposals received, but which will not exceed 3 months.

21 A call will be published on 01/02/01 and will remain open till 15/06/02.  This call will replace the call of
01/03/00 and is based on this revised Workplan taking into account the Commissions Communication
"Towards a European Research Area" COM(2000)6.  Proposals can be received anytime before 15/06/02.
They will be evaluated at intervals that depend on the number of proposals received, but which will not
exceed 6 months.  The first evaluation session will take place in July 2001 on the basis of proposals
received before 01/07/01.
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 E.2  COMMON BASIS OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION INDICATORS

 DELIVERABLES

Specific deliverables include22:

– reports on European Science & Technology Indicators and other thematic reports;

– a coherent and comparable set of European Science and Technology Indicators;

– the regular publication on the Internet of the information produced by this action.

 PRIORITIES

This second type of activities involves the provision of relevant and comparable
indicators at different levels (regional, national, European, world) required for the
design, co-ordination and assessment of RTD strategies in Europe.  Carried out in
conjunction with the Statistical Office and the relevant Commission Services and in
co-operation with the specialist institutes in Europe, this activity should gradually
establish a common European base of science, technology and innovation
indicators.  Activities will cover the following fields:

European Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators:  This involves co-
ordinating, funding and controlling the work needed in order to re-design, harmonise,
produce and disseminate appropriate indicators covering the Union and the main
third countries, in order to make available a coherent set of indicators and their
corresponding meta-data.  The themes covered are science and technology
indicators and some economic indicators related to S&T.

Studies related to New Indicators for New Research and Innovation Policies:
This involves studies to conceive, assess feasibility and develop new concepts for
possible indicators in a limited number of domains.  They will be chosen among
those identified by S&T policy makers and experts in the field of indicators (for
example, S&T indicators in services, new indicators of human resources, including
indicators by level of education, by gender, and mobility indicators, etc).

In particular, it will be important for these activities to respond to the new debate on
research policy emerging from the Commission Communication “Towards a
European Research Area”, and from the European Council meetings in Portugal in
March and June 2000.

 With this in mind, and in order to contribute to the development of new indicators and
new analytical approaches to S&T indicators that address the needs of European
science and technology policy makers, the following themes will be the subject of a
call for proposals:

Theme 1:  New indicators for the European Research Area

                                                

22 Member States will be able to access information from work under this key action in line with Article 19.3
of the Council Decision on the rules of participation and dissemination under Article 130J of the Treaty.
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The aim is to build new S&T indicators useful for analysing the development of the
European Research Area, including, for example, new indicators and quantitative
approaches needed for the benchmarking of national research policies; new
indicators necessary for the analysis of S&T efforts and performance at the level of
the Member States, the regions and the main research actors; and indicators
required to assess the impact of research and innovation on competitiveness,
employment and cohesion in the context of the knowledge-based society.

Theme 2:  Linking indicators of S&T, innovation and economic performance

Through a better exploitation of the different sources of available data, research
should aim to develop the linkage between different types of indicators for the
analysis of the interactions between R&D, innovation and economic and commercial
activities at the level of individual enterprises, universities, research centres, etc,
while respecting rules on confidentiality of such data in Member States.  The results
should facilitate the comparative analysis of the performance of the S&T and
innovation actors across the different European countries.

Theme 3:  Indicators of dynamics, inertia and efficiency of research and innovation
systems and policies in Europe

The aim is to improve the use of indicators for the quantitative analysis of the factors
of change and inertia in the long-term evolution of R&D and innovation systems and
policies at the European, national and regional levels.  It should encompass the
development of indicators to strengthen the analysis of the co-evolution of the
education system, the research and innovation system, and the industrial system, as
well as the efficiency of the various policies and instruments affecting the
competitiveness and innovative nature of the European economies.

Theme 4:  New approaches and indicators for the quantitative analysis of S&T

 The aim of this theme is to develop new indicators and new methodological and
quantitative approaches in order to improve the assessment, comparison and
prospective analysis of research and innovation policies in Europe.  Examples
of research questions that might be addressed include the establishment of
better links between indicators (e.g. demographic, education and human
resources in S&T) or between nomenclatures (e.g. science, technology and
industry classifications), or the measurement of new developments in the
framework of the knowledge economy (e.g. technology start-ups, spin-offs,
knowledge intensive services, new modes of financing research and innovation
etc.).  Research may address the development of new indicators or new ways of
exploiting existing S&T statistics and indicators, and of improving their quality
and comparability (in terms of concepts, standards, statistical methods,
nomenclatures, classifications, breakdowns), as well as the development of
practical tools for assisting S&T data collection.
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 IMPLEMENTATION

Building-up, re-design and updating of S&T indicators:  During a pilot phase, the
indicators will be compiled from the materials existing in different European,
international, national or private institutions.  The Commission services will liase with
different key actors in the indicators field (OECD, Member States) to harmonise and
update the indicators, primarily covering traditional R&D and innovation indicators.
During the development phase, the set of indicators available will be enriched both
through efforts to improve traditional indicators, as well as through the preparation
and implementation of new indicators.

Launching studies related to new indicators for new policies:  This second part
encompasses the necessary actions to conceive and develop new S&T indicators
and to obtain a better quantitative analyses of European research and innovation
systems as well as an improved understanding of the new issues emerging at
European level.  It also aims to develop European expertise in the field of quantitative
analysis and indicators of S&T and innovation, through the promotion of useful
interaction in the field.  In addition, horizontal and thematic reports will also be
prepared (e.g. continuation of the European Report on S&T Indicators, statistical CD-
ROM).

Activities will be implemented through RTD projects, thematic networks and the
following accompanying measures:

– supply of services, for the building-up of the common basis of S&T indicators;

– studies and feasibility studies focused on specific themes with a view to the initial
conception and development of new indicators, and obtaining analytical insight;

– technical support activities, as regards co-ordination.

 EVALUATION CRITERIA

The selection of proposals for RTD projects and thematic networks to be financed
and the level of support to be awarded will be established in conformity with the
general criteria, on the basis of the following specific criteria:

– Scientific quality and innovation;

– Community added value and contribution to EU policies;

– Economic development and S&T prospects (soundness of the exploitation
strategies, the strategic impact of the proposed project, soundness of the
dissemination strategies);

– Resources, Partnership and Management.

The criterion scientific excellence will include appraisal of the theory and
methodology, the clarity of proposal and the quality of partnership.  The detailed
explanation and elaboration of all criteria is provided in the Evaluation Manual.
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 CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER RTD PROGRAMMES WITHIN THE FIFTH FRAMEWORK

PROGRAMME

Consistency and complementarity with the actions of the other specific programmes
and the Institute for Prospective Technological Studies will be ensured to create
mutual benefits and synergy, through co-ordination and the use of harmonised
instruments and a common approach for the dissemination of results.

INDICATIVE TIMETABLE23 - COMMON BASIS OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

INDICATORS

Publication
of call

Deadline for
the Reception

proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Areas
covered by

the call

Type of projects
covered by the call

Indicative budget as
% of the total budget

available for the
calls

15/12/2000 15/04/2001 September
2001

Themes
1,2,3,4

RTD projects and
thematic networks

70%

15/12/2000 15/10/2001 March 2002 Themes
1,2,3,4

RTD projects and
thematic networks

30%

                                                

23 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.
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F.      ACCOMPANYING MEASURES FOR THE PROGRAMME

Accompanying measures will primarily consist of:

- studies in support of this programme and in preparation for future activities,
including on strategic issues arising in the course of the programme;

- exchanges of information, conferences, seminars, workshops, round tables, study
panels or other scientific or technical meetings, including workshops to support
the development of knowledge in the “frontiers of science”;

- use of external expertise for, inter alia, the purposes of the monitoring of the
specific programme as foreseen in Article 5, paragraph 1 of the Fifth Framework
Programme, the external assessment of the actions foreseen in Article 5,
paragraph 2 of the Fifth Framework Programme, the evaluation of proposed
indirect RTD actions, or the monitoring of their implementation;

- information, communication and dissemination activities, including scientific
publications and activities for the promotion and exploitation of results and the
transfer of technology;

- the promotion of the identity and prestige of Marie Curie fellows, especially
through the Marie Curie Fellowship Association;

- support in order to bring together potential participants for the purpose of
elaborating a detailed work plan for a research proposal, in particular as a
means of stimulating proposals in newly emerging fields of science and
technology or in novel transdisciplinary approaches, or in fields where there is
little history of transnational co-operation;

- support for awareness-raising activities and assisting research players, including
SMEs.

These measures will be implemented by the Commission and may become, when
appropriate, the subject of calls for proposals, calls for tenders or subsidies.
Community funding may cover up to 100% of the additional eligible costs of this
measure.

In specific cases, accompanying measures may be introduced spontaneously as
requests for subsidies.
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INDICATIVE TIMETABLE24 - ACCOMPANYING MEASURES

Publication
of call

Deadline for
the Reception

proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Areas
covered by

the call

Type of projects
covered by the call

Indicative budget as
% of the total budget

available for the
calls

16/06/99 Until
15/05/2000

4 months after
evaluation

All Accompanying
Measures

47%

16/05/00 Until 28/06/02 4 months after
evaluation

All Accompanying
Measures

53%

                                                

24 The Director-General in charge can advance or delay for a period of one month the launching date for the
call for proposals. In this case, a notice informing potential applicants of the new dates will be published
in the Official Journal of the European Communities on the date initially foreseen for the launching of the
call. The Commission reserves the right not to commit the totality of the budget available for each call.
The Director-General in charge can launch a second call for proposals in case the proposals resulting
from the first call do not allow for the achievement of the objectives of the programme.
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G.        INDICATIVE BREAKDOWN OF FUNDS FOR THE PROGRAMME

Total for
the

Action25

Million €

Amount
for 1999

Calls

Million €

Amount
for 2000
Calls26

Million €

Amount
for 2001
Calls27

SUPPORTING TRAINING AND MOBILITY
OF RESEARCHERS

858 343 324 153

Research Training Networks 220 230 0

Marie Curie Fellowships 123 94 153

Marie Curie Individual, Return and
Experienced Researchers Fellowships

44 79 28 7929

Marie Curie Industry Host Fellowships 20 15 15

Marie Curie Development Host Fellowships 15 - 15

Stays at Marie Curie Training Sites 44 - 44

ENHANCING ACCESS TO RESEARCH
INFRASTRUCTURES

182 122 60 0

Transnational Access to Major Research
Infrastructures

75

Infrastructure Co-operation Networks 15

Research Infrastructure RTD projects 31

Round tables and Workshops 1

PROMOTING SCIENTIFIC AND
TECHNOLOGICAL EXCELLENCE

50   15.4   15.4 15.4

High-Level Scientific Conferences 10 10 10

Distinctions   1.4   1.4 1.4

Public Awareness 4 4 4

IMPROVING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
KNOWLEDGE BASE

165   8530 80

SUPPORT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGY
POLICIES IN EUROPE

25   7.5   9.5 5.5

Strategic analysis of specific political issues   3.3 4.5 5.5

Common basis of science, technology and
innovation indicators

  4.2   5 0

                                                

25 the financial contribution related to the participation of Associated States is not included
26 the indicative amounts concern the calls to be published in 2000 (does not mean that these amounts will

necessarily be committed in 2000)
27 the indicative amounts concern the calls to be published in 2001 (does not mean that these amounts will

necessarily be committed in 2001)
28 open call published in 1999 – the indicative amount concerns the 2000 deadlines (does not mean that

these amounts will necessarily be committed in 2000).
29 open call published in 1999 - the indicative amount concerns the 2001 deadline (does not mean that these

amounts will necessarily be committed in 2001)
30 covers the amounts for the first and second calls
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H. INDICATIVE TIMETABLE FOR THE PROGRAMME

Type of projects covered by the call Publication
of Call

Deadline for
the Reception
of Proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts

Research Training Networks 16/03/99 02/06/99 February 2000
Research Training Networks 15/12/00 04/05/01 February 2002

Marie Curie Fellowships: Individual, Return, Experienced
Researchers

16/03/99 17/05/99 October 1999

Marie Curie Fellowships: Individual, Return, Experienced
Researchers

16/03/99 15/03/00 August 2000

Marie Curie Fellowships: Individual, Return, Experienced
Researchers

16/03/99 13/09/00 February 2001

Marie Curie Fellowships: Individual, Return, Experienced
Researchers

16/03/99 14/03/01 August 2001

Marie Curie Fellowships: Individual, Return, Experienced
Researchers

16/03/99 12/09/01 February 2002

Marie Curie Fellowships: Individual, Return, Experienced
Researchers

16/03/99 13/03/02 August 2002

Marie Curie Fellowships: Industry-Host 16/03/99 16/06/99 November
1999

Marie Curie Fellowships: Industry-Host 15/02/00 03/10/00 February 2001
Marie Curie Fellowships: Industry-Host 15/02/01  3/10/01  March 2002
Marie Curie Fellowships: Development-Host 11/06/99 13/10/99 March 2000
Marie Curie Fellowships: Development-Host 15/02/01 16/05/01 October 2001
Marie Curie Fellowships: Training Sites 11/06/99 13/10/99 March 2000
Marie Curie Fellowships: Training Sites 15/02/01 16/05/01 October 2001

Research Infrastructure: Access to Research Infrastructures 16/03/99 04/05/99 January 2000

Research Infrastructure: Access to Research Infrastructures 15/11/00 15/02/01 November
2001

Research Infrastructure: Infrastructure Co-operation Networks 16/03/99 04/05/99 January 2000

Research Infrastructure: Infrastructure Co-operation Networks 16/11/99 15/02/00 November
2000

Research Infrastructure: Infrastructure Co-operation Networks 15/11/00 15/02/01 November
2001

Research Infrastructure: RTD Projects 16/03/99 04/05/99 January 2000

Research Infrastructure: RTD Projects 15/11/00 15/02/01 November
2001

Research Infrastructure: Round-Tables (Thematic Networks)
& Exploratory Workshops

16/11/99 15/02/00 November
2000

Research Infrastructure: Round-Tables (Thematic Networks)
& Exploratory Workshops

15/11/00 15/02/01 November
2001
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Type of projects covered by the call Publication
of Call

Deadline for
the Reception
of Proposals

Expected Date
for Issue of

First Contracts
High-Level Scientific Conferences 16/03/99 02/06/99 October 1999
High-Level Scientific Conferences 16/03/99 01/02/00 June 2000
High-Level Scientific Conferences 16/03/99 01/02/01  July 2001
High-Level Scientific Conferences 16/03/99 01/02/02 July 2002

Distinctions for High-Level Research Work – Descartes Prize 01/12/99 17/03/00 November 2000

Distinctions for High-Level Research Work – Descartes Prize  15/12/00  06/04/01 November
2001

Distinctions for High-Level Research Work – Descartes Prize  03/12/01  05/04/02  November
2002

Distinctions for High-Level Research Work – Archimedes Prize 01/12/99 29/06/00 December
2000

Distinctions for High-Level Research Work – Archimedes Prize  15/12/00  29/06/01  December
2001

Distinctions for High-Level Research Work – Archimedes Prize  03/09/01  15/03/02
June 2002

Raising Public Awareness 16/03/99 02/06/99 February 2000
Raising Public Awareness 15/01/00 15/04/00 October 2000
Raising Public Awareness 07/04/01 02/07/01 December

2001
Raising Public Awareness 15/01/02 15/04/02 October 2002

Improving the Socio-economic Knowledge Base: RTD
projects, Thematic Networks

16/03/99 02/06/99 January 2000

Improving the Socio-economic Knowledge Base: RTD projects,
Thematic Networks

15/12/99 28/06/00 March 2001

Improving the Socio-economic Knowledge Base: RTD projects,
Thematic Networks and Infrastructure

01/09/01 15/12/01 September
2002

Strategic analysis of specific political issues: Thematic
networks

16/03/99 02/06/99 01/10/99

Strategic analysis of specific political issues: Thematic
networks

01/03/00 05/06/00 01/11/00

Strategic analysis of specific political issues: Studies, etc 16/03/99 Until 02/06/00 4 months after
evaluation

Strategic analysis of specific political issues: Studies, etc 01/03/00 Until
31/01/01

4 months after
evaluation

Strategic analysis of specific political issues: Studies, etc 01/02/01 Until 15/06/02 4 months after
evaluation

Strategic analysis of specific political issues: Thematic
networks

01/02/01 01/06/01 01/11/01

Common basis of science, technology and innovation
indicators:  RTD projects and Thematic Networks

15/12/2000 17/04/2001 September
2001

Common basis of science, technology and innovation
indicators:  RTD projects and Thematic Networks

15/12/2000 15/10/2001 March 2002

Accompanying Measures 16/06/99 Until 15/05/00 4 months after
evaluation

Accompanying Measures 16/05/00 Until 28/06/02 4 months after
evaluation
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Table 1: Community contributions for Marie Curie Fellowships
Fellowship Scheme Type of participating fellow Allowance for

fellow
Mobility

Allowance31

(€/fellow-
month)

Travel Allowance Overheads/
Research costs

(€/fellow-
month)

Marie Curie Individual Fellowship Researcher with the necessary
research experience

Reference rates (see
Table 2)

400 Fixed travel rates
(see Table 3)

900(1200)1

Marie Curie Return Fellowship Researcher with the necessary
research experience

Reference rates (see
Table 2)

- - 900(1200)1

Marie Curie Experienced
Researchers Fellowship

Experienced researcher Guideline 2 Fixed travel rates
(see Table 3)

900(1200)1

Marie Curie Industry Host
Fellowship

Postgraduate researcher 70% of Reference
rates (see Table 2)

400 - -

Researcher with the necessary
research experience

Reference rates (see
Table 2)

400 - -

Marie Curie Development Host
Fellowship

Researcher with the necessary
research experience

Reference rates (see
Table 2)

400 50 €/fellow-month3 900(1200)1

Stays at Marie Curie Training Sites Postgraduate researcher 1200 €/fellow-month 100 €/fellow-month3 900(1200)1

 1 1200 €/month for experimental/laboratory based projects. For Experienced Researchers Fellowships, these figures are guidelines.
 2 Guideline for the allowances of Marie Curie Experienced Researchers:
    (1) Researchers keeping a salary from their home institution or receiving a retirement pension during the fellowship: fixed allowance of 1800

€/month
    (2) For researchers not keeping a salary from their home institution, the following guideline applies:
          - 10-15 years of experience at post-doc level: 150% of Reference salary rates (table 2); mobility allowance of 400 €/month
          - 15-20 years of experience at post-doc level : 175% of Reference salary rates (table 2); mobility allowance of 400 €/month
- > 20  years of experience at post-doc level : 200% of Reference salary rates (table 2); mobility allowance of 400 €/month
3 Community contribution to the costs occurred by the host institutes in reimbursing the return travel costs of the selected fellows

                                                

31 the mobility allowance is intended to cover the costs related to the expatriation of fellows.



ANNEX

Table 2: Reference Rates for Marie Curie Fellows

This table sets out the total monthly salary costs paid in the Member or Associated
State where the host organisation is established. These costs relate to the following
fellowship schemes:

• Marie Curie Individual Fellowships;
• Marie Curie Industry Host Fellowships (Researchers with the necessary research

experience only*)
• Marie Curie Development Host Fellowships

COUNTRY Total monthly subsistence allowance costs
paid by the Commission (euro)

Austria 4 280
Belgium 5 000
Bulgaria 2 565
Cyprus 2 629

Czech Republic 3 166
Denmark 4 373
Estonia 2 625
Finland 3 807
France 3 600

Germany 4 500
Greece 3 100
Hungary 4 318
Iceland 3 752
Ireland 3 062
Israel 3 875
Italy 3 813

Latvia 2 541
Liechtenstein 4 243

Lithuania 2 625
Luxembourg 3 955
Netherlands 4 225

Norway 4 302
Poland 3 310

Portugal 3 841/3 104**
Romania 3 029
Slovakia 2 778
Slovenia 3 981

Spain 3 342
Sweden 4 621

Switzerland 4 243
United Kingdom 3 128

* Post-graduate researchers will be allocated 70% of the reference rate
** Lower rate applicable for host institutions in the public sector
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Table 3: Fixed Travel Rates for Marie Curie Fellows* (in €)

I. MEMBER STATES

Austria Belgium Denmark Finland France Germany Greece Ireland Italy Luxem-
bourg

Nether-
lands

Portugal Spain Sweden

Belgium 750
Denmark 750 800
Finland 1000 1100 600
France 800 750 1000 1200
Germany 400 600 650 1000 750
Greece 750 1000 1100 1000 1000 1000
Ireland 850 750 1000 1100 800 800 1100
Italy 600 1000 1100 1200 800 1000 750 1100
Luxembourg 750 150 600 1100 750 600 1000 750 1000
Netherlands 750 150 600 1100 750 800 1000 750 1000 250
Portugal 1200 1200 1400 1500 1000 1400 1000 1000 1100 1200 1200
Spain 1100 1000 1200 1500 800 1100 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 400
Sweden 1000 1000 450 400 1100 750 1200 1100 1200 1000 1000 1500 1500
United Kingdom 800 500 600 800 600 600 1100 400 800 600 500 1000 800 800
* Scale of flat-rate amounts for reimbursement of return travel expenses between the country of nationality/activity of the fellow and the host country.

For Experienced Researcher Fellowships, travel expenses from countries not included in this table will be reimbursed on the basis of a cost estimation proposed by the
applicant.
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II.  MEMBER STATES / ASSOCIATED STATES

Austria Belgium Denmark Finland France Germany Greece Ireland Italy Luxem-
bourg

Nether-
lands

Portugal Spain Sweden United
Kingdom

Bulgaria 1000 1100 1200 1400 1100 1000 800 1400 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 1400 1200
Cyprus 1100 1200 1400 1400 1200 1200 800 1200 1100 1200 1400 1200 1200 1400 1200
Czech Republic 750 800 1000 1200 1000 750 800 1000 1000 800 800 1400 1200 1100 1000
Estonia 1000 1000 1000 1100 1100 1000 1100 1200 1100 1100 1100 1400 1400 800 1100
Hungary 750 800 1100 1200 1000 750 800 1100 1000 800 800 1400 1100 1100 1100
Iceland 1000 1100 600 600 1200 1000 1200 1100 1200 1100 1100 1500 1500 600 800
Israel 1400 1500 1500 1500 1500 1400 750 1600 1000 1500 1500 1600 1500 1500 1500
Latvia 1000 1000 1000 1100 1100 1000 1200 1200 1100 1100 1100 1400 1400 1000 1100
Liechtenstein 400 600 600 1200 600 600 750 850 600 500 600 1100 1000 1100 600
Lithuania 1100 1000 1000 1100 1100 1000 1100 1200 1100 1100 1100 1400 1400 1000 1100
Norway 1000 1000 450 400 1100 750 1200 1100 1200 1000 1000 1500 1500 400 800
Poland 750 800 1000 1200 1100 750 1000 1100 1100 800 800 1200 1200 1100 1000
Romania 1000 1000 1200 1400 1100 1000 800 1400 1100 1100 1100 1100 1100 1200 1200
Slovakia 750 800 1000 1200 1000 800 800 1100 1000 800 800 1200 1100 1100 1000
Slovenia 750 800 1000 1200 1000 750 800 1000 800 800 800 1100 1100 1100 1000
Switzerland 400 600 600 1200 600 600 750 850 600 500 600 1100 1000 1100 800


