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1. Project execution

EFARD 2005 Conference Preparation and Organisation

The mission of the European Forum on Agricultural Research for Development (EFARD) is to strengthen the contribution of European Agricultural Research for Development to poverty alleviation, food security, and sustainable development in developing countries. EFARD Conferences, which are held every three years, constitute the core element of EFARD’s activities by providing a platform for strategic dialogue among European stakeholder groups and promoting research partnerships between European and Southern research communities. Previous EFARD conferences were directed towards the identification of common research themes and interests at the European level. The EFARD 2005 Conference, which was held in Zurich from 27 – 29 April 2005, built on these experiences and took particular account of the enlargement of the EU and of the consolidation of Regional Research Fora in the South and the East.

The Swiss Forum for International Agricultural Research (SFIAR) has been commissioned by EFARD with the organization of the EFARD 2005 Conference. The Conference Programme was outlined by an European Programme Committee, formed by representatives from several European National Fora on Agricultural Research for Development, the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR), research institutions, non-governmental organizations and policy makers.

A national Organization Committee had been formed, consisting of SFIAR members from different stakeholder groups, i.e. the Federal Office for Agriculture, the Federal Agricultural Research Stations, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology and the private sector. The Organizing Committee was commissioned with securing the funding of the Conference (besides EC-funding) and with contacting and inviting Swiss institutions and authorities.

The conference secretariat was hosted and managed by the Swiss Centre for Internatinal Agriculture (ZIL) in Zurich. The conference secretariat was responsible for the overall legal, contractual, financial and administrative management of the conference, as well as for the logistics of the conference implementation.

The organization of the EFARD 2005 Conference was only possible thanks to the generous support of the following institutions: The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the FP6 INCO Programme of the European Commission, the Federal Office for Agriculture, the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, the Syngenta AG, and the Syngenta Foundation.

The Conference Programme

Under the title “Agricultural Research for Development(ARD): European Responses to Changing Global Needs”, the EFARD 2005 Conference focused on how current global trends imply changing needs for European ARD. The conference served as a platform to discuss and elaborate a position on how European ARD should respond to these changing global needs. 

A call for oral and poster contributions was launched in April 2004 to seek for scientific inputs and case studies for the proposed conference themes. Due to the broad response to the call, a total of 54 oral presentations - respectively 68 poster presentations - could be allocated to 11 thematically structured scientific parallel sessions and another 32 oral presentations were allotted to 11 parallel workshops. In addition, about 20 invited speakers gave keynote presentations in the plenary. In total, some 360 participants from 64 countries, representing all stakeholder groups, attended the EFARD 2005 Conference. A great number of full conference fellowships were granted to participants from developing countries and some partial fellowships were given to participants from Eastern European countries.

The first day of the Conference was under the motto “Global Challenges and responses of Agricultural Research for Development (ARD)”. The opening session included a number of keynote presentations about the changing global needs for ARD – among them a keynote of Ian Johnson, World Bank Vice President and Chairman of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research. Another keynote presentation, given by Marc Debois on behalf of Philip Mikos, EC, DG Development, elaborated on how the EC responds to the changing ARD needs. The second session was devoted to the various stakeholder perspectives on the ARD agenda: Invited speakers from farmer organizations, NGO’s, small and medium enterprises, global players and from private and public donors shared their views with the plenary. 

In the afternoon, Hans Hurni, the Chair of EFARD, elaborated on the role of EFARD in the past and in the future. Barbara Becker, the ZIL Executive Manager, presented the Conference draft Issues Paper that was commissioned to a drafting team in order to stimulate the discussion at the Conference, and to produce a final Conference Statement. In the following, the participants split up into 50 small groups to discuss the listed issues. 

In the final session of the first day the various mechanisms and institutions for the coordination of ARD in Europe were presented and their competencies and interrelations were outlined.

The theme of the second day - “Innovation through partnerships in ARD” - was introduced by three keynote presentations that highlighted the ecological, the social and the economic dimension of ARD. For the rest of the day, the participants spit into scientific parallel sessions and workshops to learn and discuss about ARD approaches and experiences in practice and innovations through ARD partnerships.

The second day ended with a guided tour through the exhibition “Worlds of Knowledge”, followed by the Conference Dinner on the Uetliberg.

Under the theme “The future agenda of ARD”, the third day opened with four keynotes on the promotion of ARD in Europe and the South Christian Patermann, EC, DG Research gave an overview on the role of ARD in the 7th Framework Programme of the European Commission. The other speakers gave presentations on the strengthened ARD contribution of the new EU member countries, the ARD agenda of GFAR and the Regional Fora, and the integration of ARD into the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers. 

During the closing session, Barbara Becker presented the revised Conference Issues Paper: The results of the group work two days before had been compiled by the drafting team and form a separate chapter of the Conference Issues Paper. Herein, the participants formulated ten commitments (termed the “Zurich Declaration”) that will help to guide the development of a new agenda for Europe’s contribution to ARD. Hans Hurni rounded off the conference with a wrap-up and allowed for final statements of participants about the Issues Paper and the Zurich Declaration.

In the afternoon, interested participants could choose between three technical excursions to agricultural research stations and on Saturday, April 30, three full day post-conference excursions with agricultural focus took place. 

The detailed Conference Programme (including the abstracts of oral and poster presentations) can be downloaded from the Conference homepage (www.efard2005.org/programme.htm), as well as the Conference Issues paper and the Zurich Declaration (http://www.efard2005.org/documents/efard2005_issues_paper.pdf)

The major outcomes of the EFARD 2005 Conference were summarized in the Conference Issues Paper and the Zurich Declaration.

Conference Objectives

The main objectives of the EFARD 2005 Conference were:

1. to promote the agenda of agricultural research for development among institutions in Europe, developing and transition countries

2. to provide a platform for information exchange and development of joint research activities for all relevant stakeholders such as researchers, NGOs, farmers organizations and the private sector

3. to reflect the mutual influence of the agricultural research agenda and of agricultural policy

4. to promote the awareness among policy makers and the public regarding the objectives and the mission of international agricultural research for development

To measure the success of the conference, these objectives had been translated into operational goals that are separately addressed in table 1:

	Operational Goal
	Achievements

	Representation of all stakeholder groups
	· All addressed stakeholder groups participated at the conference (see Programme and list of participants)

· A separate session has been dedicated to the perspectives of the different stakeholder groups

	Integration of new EU member countries and applicant countries into the European ARD networks
	· EU new member countries: Representatives from the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovenia

· EU Applicant and candidate countries: Representatives from Bulgaria, Romania and Serbia and Montenegro.

· Representatives of these countries took also part in the EFARD Steering Committee Meeting during the conference and some of them have in the meantime assigned representatives in the EFARD SC.


	Platform for strategic dialogue
	· Two days of the conference programme were dedicated to plenary sessions, most of them also covering strategic ARD issues

· Participants contributed in group work actively to the Conference Issues Paper and the “Zurich Declaration”

	Building of research partnerships
	· 11 parallel workshops covered various themes of research partnerships

· The newly established Young Professionals’ Platform for ARD (YPARD) is based on the initiative of some young researchers that have first meet at the EFARD Conference

· The new SSA proposal “FARA-EFARD alliance” directly addresses the need for improved inter-regional cooperation, as has been stated in the “Zurich Declaration”

	Information exchange
	· 11 scientific parallel sessions addressed current and emerging ARD topics

	ARD-awareness among policy makers and the public
	· Various policy makers of EU-member states, from developing countries and from international institutions were represented at the Conference

· Articles about the EFARD Conference in two Swiss newspapers

· ARD topics (potato research in the Andes) have been covered in the ETH exhibition “world of knowledge” that attracted more than 100’000 visitors. 


Table 1: Operational Goals and achievements of the EFARD 2005 Conference

2. Dissemination and use

As stated before, the major outcomes of the EFARD 2005 Conference are summarized in the Conference Issues Paper (http://www.efard2005.org/documents/efard2005_issues_paper.pdf) that has been distributed to all Conference participants and to a great number of relevant institutions dealing with ARD. In addition, the Conference documentation encompasses the collection of the abstracts of all presentations in the parallel sessions and in the workshops (http://www.efard2005.org/documents/parallel_sessions.pdf ; http://www.efard2005.org/documents/workshops.pdf). 
The scientific papers presented during the EFARD Conference were submitted individually by the authors to the relevant journals and the Conference secretariat has no overview on the number of accepted publications.

A second major outcome of the EFARD 2005 Conference is the formation of a Young Professional’s Platform for Agricultural Research for Development (YPARD). The formation of YPARD has been stimulated by the EFARD Conference and the follow-up is now implemented under the framework of the Global Forum for Agricultural Research (GFAR).

Both outcomes are further discussed below. The other dissemination activities in the context of the Conference are summarized in the table 2.

	Dates
	Type
	Type of audience
	Countries
	Size of audience
	Partners

	April 04 - now
	Conference website
	EFARD stakeholders: Researchers, policy makers, NGO’s, farmer organizations, private sector
	International
	10’000
	Conference secretariat

	April 15 – 30, 2005
	Exhibition on ARD projects in the Andes (included in the exhibition in the context of the 150th anniversary of the ETH Zurich
	General Public
	Switzerland
	100’000
	Conference secretariat, Swiss Center for International Agriculture

	April 28
	Press release
	General Public
	Switzerland
	500’000
	Neue Zürcher Zeitung

Wochenzeitung

	April 28
	Media briefing
	Higher education
	Switzerland
	10’000
	Online publication on the website of the Swiss Federal Inst. of Technology

	April 27 - 29
	EFARD Conference
	EFARD stakeholders: Researchers, policy makers, NGO’s, farmer organizations, private sector
	International
	400
	Conference participants

	April 27 
	EFARD Conference documentation
	EFARD stakeholders:
	International
	500
	Conference participants, International institutions involved in ARD

	April 27 - 29
	Posters
	EFARD stakeholders, higher education
	International and Switzerland
	1000
	Conference participants

	ongoing
	Publications: it is guessed that approx. 20 participants submitted their scientific contributions to selected journals
	EFARD stakeholders
	International
	
	Conference participants


Table 2: Overview of dissemination activities

EFARD 2005 Conference Issues Paper

The Conference Issues Paper reviews emerging trends in European and global ARD and identifies a set of issues for discussion at the Zurich Conference. Complemented by inputs from EFARD stakeholders during the Conference, the document constitutes one of the main outcomes of the Conference. The Issues Paper and the accompanying “Zurich Declaration” derived from the Conference discussion will help to guide the development of a new agenda for Europe’s contribution to ARD.

Young Professional’s Platform for Agricultural Research for Development (YPARD)

During the EFARD2005 Conference in Zurich, a few young professionals agreed to explore the possibilities for a Young Professional’s Platform for Agricultural Research for Development (YPARD). Over the subsequent months, e-mail discussions and consultations with various stakeholders took place and many more young scientists joined in. On December 4, 2005 , the creation of such a forum was further explored in a roundtable discussion during the CGIAR Annual General Meeting. More than 70 people from different stakeholder groups coming from over 20 nations joined the discussion. The meeting was supported by the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR), the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and other agencies committed to ARD. 

The young professionals across the globe agreed that there is a need for a platform for young professionals, YPARD, composed by members who advocate and voice young professionals’ needs and beliefs. YPARD should be present at international level meetings, organise information, and forge a strong learning-network. YPARD could then expand and incorporate other activities. Several institutions are strongly supporting the establishment of YPARD. GFAR is particularly encouraging this process as it looks into having YPARD under its wings. 
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