Microsatellites and VNTRs: workshop on bioinformatics, genomics and functionality (FP6-013019)
1 Executive Summary

This document is the publishable final report of the project Microsat Microsatellites and VNTRs: workshop on bioinformatics, genomics and functionality (FP6-013019), a SPECIFIC SUPPORT ACTION co-financed by the SIXTH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME PRIORITY LSH-2003-3-2

FP6-2003-LIFESCIHEALTH-II. The document introduces the objectives, the project partners, the degree of achievement and the main project results. Further information can be found in the project Web site at www.microsatellites.org.
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Figure 1: the Microsat home page.
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Figure 2. Search screen for microsat database.
2 Introduction
The overall objective of the Microsat project was to form a consortium of European and international researchers developing microsatellite and VNTR markers as tools for genomic and genetic analysis (The Microsat consortium), with the potential to develop long term research funding and catalyse cooperation, especially with SMEs and third world countries. To achieve this we developed web-based resources to facilitate the use of microsatellite markers in genomic and genetic analysis, which provide a useful and easily accessible resource for researchers worldwide (www.microsatellites.org). In addition we ran two workshops, one in the UK at the Institute of Psychiatry and one in Hungary to train researchers in the tools to use microsatellites in genomic and genetic analysis, which lead to self-financing workshops in subsequent years. A workshop for 2009 occurred in Breckenridge, Colorado.
the project objectives were the following:

1.1. Form a consortium of European and international researchers developing microsatellite and VNTR markers as tools for genomic and genetic analysis (The Microsat consortium), with the potential to develop long term research funding and catalyse cooperation, especially with SMEs and third world countries. SMEs will participate directly in the workshops and will be encouraged to develop technology which can be commercially exploited. Researchers from China and Brazil will play a direct role in the consortium and training and knowledge will be transferred to other developing nations in addition to European states.

1.2. Develop web-based resources to facilitate the use of microsatellite markers in genomic and genetic analysis, which provide a useful and easily accessible resource for researchers worldwide. 

1.3. Run two workshops, one in the UK at the Institute of Psychiatry and one in Hungary, hosted by Professor P Tompa at the Hungarian academy of Sciences, Institute of Enzymology, to train researchers in the tools to use microsatellites in genomic and genetic analysis, which lead to self-financing workshops in subsequent years. Two workshops are required, the first to establish the consortium and the second in order to build up momentum in the field and allow the dissemination of research findings (and transfer of knowledge and technologies) which develop as a result of the initial workshop. The second workshop will have a more technical focus based on research projects rather than an introduction and overview as in the first.

2.1 Project Partners
King’s College London (UK) project coordinator. www.iop.kcl.ac.uk
www.kcl.ac.uk
2.2 Contact
Co-ordinator contact details:
David A Collier

MRC Social Genetic and Developmental Psychiatry Centre

P82

The Institute of Psychiatry

King’s College London

De Crespigny Park

Denmark Hill

London SE5 8AF

+442078480631

+442078480866 (fax)

d.collier@iop.kcl.ac.uk
www.microsatellites.org
meeting@microsatellites.org
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