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1 Project execution

EUDEVLAS was a European project under the instrument “Specific Support Actions” of the 6th Framework Programme. The main project objective was to find common interests and to build a lasting framework of innovation between the European Union and leading Developing Countries like South Africa, India, China, Russia and Brazil in the field of laser technology. In the first year of EUDEVLAS all relevant parties in the mentioned regions that are engaged in laser technology could be identified and compiled in a database. To clarify the status, capabilities and areas of activity of these partners two questionnaires have been developed. These questionnaires have been distributed to all parties identified above and additionally published on the project website. The responses were analysed to map common interests between the EU and developing countries (see Figure 1) and to develop a representation of shared interest which was made available in a public report.
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Figure 1 : Common interests between EU and developing countries

The work on the foresight study which will also be a result of EUDEVLAS has already started in the reporting period. The investigation for market scopes to determine possible future fields of research for this foresight study by contacting European consultants engaged
in (macro) market projections has not been very successful so it was decided to search for more information in technical journals and to use the guidelines from the EU document “Photonics 21”. Therefore the final foresight study report bases on publicly available information and is recorded in Deliverable 6. 

The second year of the project was characterised by the bringing together of all interested parties to build the Teams of Excellence. For this purpose two workshops in Egypt and Brazil have been organized.  

EUDEVLAS was a joint project of Laser Zentrum Hannover e.V. (project coordinator) and CSIR National Laser Centre, Pretoria. Further information regarding the project as well as contact details of all partners can be looked up on the EUDEVLAS website which will be available via the LZH homepage after the end of the project

(http://www.laser-zentrumhannover.de/en/projects/index.php).
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Figure 2 Eudevlas logo

2 Dissemination and use

In Table 1 all dissemination activities concerning EUDEVLAS are specified.
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29.09.08 Conference Research Mainly Brazil | 60 CSIR
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23.11.07 Public report General public | International | About 40 | LZH
hits per
month
June/Novem | Direct e- Research EU and ~300 LZH
ber 2007 mailing developing
countries
04.04.07 Project- General public | International | About LZH
website 7.000 hits
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Table 1 : Overview of dissemination activities

To inform interested parties and the general public about EUDEVLAS the project website was launched on April 4th, 2007 and updated regularly. In addition to the public information there is a private area on the website where the project partners have access to confidential documents. After the end of the project the pages will be moved to the LZH website so that the information will still be available. 

To gather information about potential partners a questionnaire has been developed to ask for details concerning activities, equipment, economic development and collaboration. The questionnaire has been distributed via e-mail and via the website. A second questionnaire was developed to get more detailed information. This questionnaire was only sent to the respondents of the first questionnaire.
The results of the questionnaire were analysed and compiled in a public report named “Areas of Common Interest in Laser Processing between EU and Developing Countries” which is available for free via the website. 

Two workshops were organized to discuss common interests between Europe and developing countries in the area of laser research. Both workshops were linked to conferences. The first one took place in Cairo, Egypt on January 29th-30th, 2008 subsequent to the EBAL1 conference. The second workshop was held in Guarujá, Brazil on October 1st, 2008 in line with the symposium “Applications of lasers in material processing” which is a part of the 7th Brazilian MRS Meeting. 

Additionally Charl Smal gave a presentation about EUDEVLAS at the above mentioned conference on September 29th.

1 EBAL = Environmental and Biological Applications of Lasers
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