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1. Project execution

1.1. Objectives
The general objective of the project was the organization of the 4th Forum of European Neuroscience that was held in Lisbon on July, 10-14, 2004.

The specific objectives of the project were:

1.1.1.
to contribute to the advance of neuroscience research, specially in Europe, by bringing together experts from all over Europe, as well as from other continents, to present and discuss with their peers their latest findings; 

1.1.2.
to promote education in neurosciences, facilitating the participation of young researchers and PhD students, by providing specially reduced registration fees, grants and stipends, and organizing one workshop on education in neuroscience in Europe; 

1.1.3.
to boost the establishment of collaborations and scientific networks between laboratories all over Europe, including Eastern European countries; special grants and stipends for participants from those countries will also be available; 

1.1.4. 
to raise public awareness of brain research by disseminating to the general public the most relevant findings presented at the Forum, and by promoting a special symposium on “Public Awareness of Brain Research”.

1.1.4.
to transfer the knowledge obtained with the organization of the Forum to the organizers of the next Forum and to FENS, by organising an one-day discussion meeting after the end of the Forum and producing an organizational report.
These objectives were fully met.

1.2. Technical organization

 

1.2.1. Local Organizing Committee

 

The technical organization of the meeting was under the responsibility of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), wich was was appointed by the host Society, the Sociedade Portuguesa de Neurociências (SPN). The LOC members were:

 

José Castro-Lopes (Porto, Portugal) - Chairman 

António Castro-Caldas (Lisbon, Portugal)

Arsélio P. Carvalho (Coimbra, Portugal)

Serafim Guimarães (Porto, Portugal)

Deolinda Lima (Porto, Portugal)

João Lobo Antunes (Lisbon, Portugal)

João Malva (Coimbra, Portugal)

Catarina Oliveira (Coimbra, Portugal)

Teresa Paiva (Lisbon, Portugal)

Manuel Paula-Barbosa (Porto, Portugal)

Alexandre Ribeiro (Lisbon, Portugal)

Ana Sebastião (Lisbon, Portugal) 

Patrício Soares-da-Silva (Porto, Portugal) 

Carlos Avendano (Madrid, Spain)

Carlos Belmonte (Alicante, Spain)

Hanna Damásio (Iowa City, USA)

Fernando Lopes da Silva (Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 
 

The Chairman of the LOC established a Task Force of 5 persons to deal with several specific aspects of the organization:

	Jose Castro-Lopes 

(Chairman of the LOC)
	General coordination



	Deolinda Lima 

(member of the LOC)
	Lisbon Congress Centre



	Vasco Galhardo 

(Faculty of Medicine of Porto)
	Web site



	Joao Malva 

(member of the LOC)
	Commercial Exhibition



	Fani Neto 

(Faculty of Medicine of Porto)
	Printed materials



	Carlos Reguenga 

(Faculty of Medicine of Porto)
	Travel and lodging



	Ana Sebastiao 

(member of the LOC)
	Relationship with Lisbon local authorities



	Isaura Tavares 

(Faculty of Medicine of Porto)
	Promotion and advertisement

 


A secretary was hired to deal exclusively with the Forum organization
 

The LOC selected Kenes International as the Professional Congress Organizer (PCO). 
 

1.2.2. Web site
The forum web-site was: www.fens2004.org. The web pages were created by the FENS Forum Server (FFS) in coordination with the LOC, and the website was maintained by the FFS. The FFS also dealt with the on-line registration of the participants and abstract submission. In addition, the programme and abstract books were prepared by the FFS with the LOC. 

1.2.3. Facilities
 

The Lisboa Congress Center (LCC) was entirely rented for the Forum and included:

 

	 
	Area (sqm)
	Theatre Style (Pax)
	classroom (Pax)
	“U” Shape (Pax)

	Room A – Session room
	3800
	3500
	-
	-

	Room B – Session room
	1.700
	1.500
	
	-

	Room C – Session room
	290
	400
	150
	 

	Room D – Session room
	240
	200
	80
	60

	Room E – Session room
	
	450
	
	

	Room F – Session room
	
	250
	
	

	Room G – Session room
	400
	400
	130
	90

	Room H – Session room
	300
	300
	90
	70

	Room I – Session room
	400
	400
	130
	90

	Room H+I – Session room
	700
	700
	220
	130

	Room 0.01 – Exhibition Office
	60
	50
	20
	30

	Room 0.02 – Interview room
	60
	50
	20
	30

	Room 0.03 – Press Office
	30
	20
	-
	18

	Room 0.04 – Press Centre
	45
	40
	20
	30

	Room 0.05 – Exhibitors Lounge
	35
	20
	-
	18

	Room 1.02 – Meeting room
	40
	40
	20
	30

	Room 1.03 – Meetings room
	40
	40
	20
	30

	Room 1.07 – Meetings room
	50
	50
	20
	30

	Room 1.08 – Meetings room
	70
	60
	30
	35

	Room 1.09 – Bar
	60
	50
	20
	30

	Room 1.10 – FENS/LOC room
	50
	50
	20
	30

	Room 1.11 – Meetings room
	30
	20
	15
	18

	Room 1.12 – Meetings room
	30
	20
	15
	18

	Room 1.13 – Speakers ready room
	40
	50
	20
	30

	Room 1.14 – Bar
	30
	20
	15
	18

	Room 1.15 – Meetings room
	60
	50
	20
	30

	Pavilion 1 – Exhibition area
	1800
	 
	-
	-

	Pavilion 3 – Posters area
	1200
	 
	-
	-

	Pavilion 4 – Posters area
	750
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1.2.3.1. Oral sessions

Each session room was equipped with a videoprojector, PC computer, sound system and laser pointer. A board at the entrance of each room displayed the title of the session that was taking place inside at each moment.

There was a Speakers Ready Room, equipped with 4 computers, where speakers had to upload their presentations. These were then sent, via the LCC intranet, to the computer in the respective session room. Speakers were not allowed to use their computers in the session rooms, except in exceptional cases.

 

1.2.3.2. Poster sessions
There were 2 areas for posters (pavilions 3 and 4, total area 1.950 sqm). Poster boards allowed posters 1.40 m wide x 1.00 m high. Poster presentations were divided in 7 sessions i.e. approximately 420 posters per half day session. All abstracts were reviewed by an ad-hoc committee set up by the LOC, which included approximately 30 pax (100 abstracts/reviewer).
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1.2.3.3. Commercial exhibition

There was an initial area of 1.800 sqm for commercial exhibition (pavilion 1). However, due to the high number of companies willing to participate, an additional exhibition area was set-up in the foyers giving access to 3 of the session halls. A total of 954 sqm of exhibition area was occupied by 91 companies 
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1.2.3.4. Administrative meetings

FENS and several national societies had administrative meetings during the Forum (13 meetings in total). Rooms for those meetings were provided to the societies.
 

1.2.3.5. Catering

The LCC had the following catering facilities:

1 main restaurant serving a “all you can eat” buffet for 12 euros, including drinks

2 bars serving sandwiches, cookies, snacks and drinks

4 “food spots” serving sandwiches, cookies, snacks and drinks

 

1.2.3.6. Other facilities

There were approximately 150 seating places and several tables spread all over the LCC.

Cash dispenser machine, post office and copy centre were available in the LCC.

At the commercial exhibition areas, there were 30 computers for internet access and 10 computers for abstract viewing.

A press-office, a press centre and an interview room were setup for the press. 
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1.3. Scientific Programme 
 

The scientific programme consisted of Plenary Lectures, Special Lectures, Symposia, Special Symposia, Technical Workshops and Poster Presentations.

The Scientific Programme Committee (SPC) was composed by:

W. Singer (Frankfurt, Germany) - Chairman 

M. Bentivoglio (Verona, Italy)

K. Braun (Magdeburg, Germany)

J. Castro-Lopes (Porto, Portugal) - LOC Chairman

F. Clementi (Milan, Italy)

Y. Dudai (Rehovot, Israel)

Y. Fregnac (Gif-sur-Ivette, France)

H.J. Freund (Dusseldorf, Germany)

J-A.Girault (Paris, France)

L. Kaczmarek (Warsaw, Poland)

H-R. Lüscher (Bern, Switzerland)

R. Melcangi (Milano, Italy)

Z. Nusser (Budapest, Hungary)

O. Paulson (Copenhagen, Denmark)

A. Ribeiro (Lisbon, Portugal)

B. W. Schultz (Cambridge, UK)

 

The task of the SPC was to establish the plenary lectures and to select from the proposals made by FENS members, the symposia and technical workshops

1.3.1. Plenary Lectures

There were 9 plenary lectures:
 

L1 - Antonio Damasio (Iowa City, USA)




(2.800)
Advances in the biology of emotion 
L2 - Eckart Gundelfinger (Magdeburg, Germany)



(2.000)
Assembly and molecular organization of the active zone of neurotransmitter release

L3 - Stylianos Antonarakis (Geneva, Switzerland) 


(1.000)
The contribution of the geneticist to neuroscience

L4 - Tullio Pozzan (Padua, Italy)





(2.000)
Neuron-astrocyte crosstalk in the central nervous system.

L5 - Nikos Logothetis (Tübingen, Germany) 



(1.200)
Seeing and perceiving: phenomenology & physiological mechanisms.

L6 - Alcino Silva (Los Angeles, USA)




   (750)
Molecular and cellular cognition: unraveling the mechanisms of memory.

L7 - Faraneh Vargha-Khadem (London, UK)



   (350)


The gift of speech: FOXP2 and the KE family.

L8 - Christine Petit (Paris, France)





   (200)
Deciphering the molecular bases of the development and physiology of the hair bundle through deafness genes.

L9 - Miguel Nicolelis (Durham, USA)




   (600)
Computing with neural ensembles: A new paradigm

Numbers in brackets are the approximate number of participants that attended each lecture.
 
1.3.2. Special Lectures
In addition to the plenary lectures selected by the SPC, special lectures were given by speakers invited by some institutions:

SL 01 - Hertie Foundation lecture





   (160)
Gilles Laurent (Pasadena, USA) 

SL 02 - FENS EJN Award






(1.400)
Sponsored by Blackwell Publishing

Richard G.M. Morris (Edinburgh, UK) 

SL 03 - Kemali Prize 2004






   (150)
Sponsored by the Dargut and Milena Kemali Foundation for Neuroscience

Cornelia I. Bargmann (San Francisco, USA) 

SL 04 - Fondation Ipsen Neuronal Plasticity Prize



   (300)
James Gusella (Charlestown, USA)

Jean-Louis Mandel (Illkirch, France)

Huda Zoghbi (Houston, USA) 

SL 05 - Human Frontier Science Program lecture



   (140)
Jim Hudspeth (New York, USA) 

SL 06 - Boehringer Ingelheim FENS Research Award


   (550)
Sponsored by Boehringer Ingelheim

Isabelle Mansuy (Zürich, Switzerland)

SL 07 - EBBS / Behavioural Brain Research Lecture


   (330)
Yasushi Miyashita (Tokyo, Japan) 

SL 08 - GlaxoSmithKline Neuroscience Award 



     (55)
Adriano Aguzzi (Zürich, Switzerland)

SL 09 - Max Cowan lecture






   (520)
Sponsored by the European Dana Alliance for the Brain

Geoffrey Raisman (London, UK)

SL 10 - SPN - Pfizer Portugal Grant on Brain Ageing and 


   (180)
Alzheimer's Disease  

Invited lecturer: Fernando Lopes da Silva (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

Numbers in brackets are the approximate number of participants that attended each lecture.
1.3.3. Symposia 
There were 56 Symposia, 50 of which were selected by the SPC from the proposals made by FENS members and the other 6 were selected by the Local Organizing Committee among the proposals made by participants around a central topic.
 
	Title of symposia
	Attend.

	S01 - Intracellular mechanisms for neuritogenesis. 

	390

	S02 - Local and long-range neuronal interactions through oscillatory synchronization.
	120

	S03 - The ageing brain.

	270

	S04 - Synaptic plasticity and dynamic encoding in somatosensory cortex.
	250

	S05 - The influence of Donald O. Hebb on neuroscience today: A symposium to honour the 100th year since Hebb's birth.

	120

	S06 - Early experience: when does it become disruptive for brain development and behavior?
	200

	S07 - Decision-making and addiction: neural substrates.
	170

	S08 - More than one way to kill a neuron.
	500

	S09 - Visuomotor functions of the dorsomedial parietal cortex in human and non-human primates.
	90

	S10 - Excitatory and inhibitory synaptic transmission: new modulatory roles for Ca2+.
 
	310

	S11 - Role of protein misfolding and aggregation in neurodegenerative diseases.
 
	400

	S12 - The function of olivocerebellar microcircuits.
 
	100

	S13 - Neuronal pre-mRNA processing.
 
	130

	S14 - Segregation and integration of sensory information in cortical circuits.
 
	200

	S15 - Understanding the distinct steps of postnatal neurogenesis. 
	520

	S16 - Ischemia and neuroprotection.
 
	140

	S17 - Spike timing in hippocampal cell assemblies.
 
	320

	S18 - Genetic and genomic approaches to the zebrafish visual system.
 
	60

	S19 - Transcription factors and behavior: From adaptation to pathology.
 
	300

	S20 - Control of brain development and plasticity by sex hormones.
 
	170

	S21 - Plasticity in central auditory processing: From neural mechanisms to behaviour.
 
	120

	S22 - Neuroglial signalling: the role of cytokines in inflammation and neuroprotection.
 
	450

	S23 - Loading with glutamate: novel aspects of glutamate function.

	450

	S24 - Protein partners of neurotransmitter receptors.
 
	120

	S25 - Motor neuronal functions and dysfunctions.
 
	300

	S26 - Physiological properties and mechanisms of neuron-astrocyte signaling in the CNS.
 
	440

	S27 - Functioning with noise.
  
	200

	S28 - In vivo calcium imaging: watching neurons at work.
  
	300

	S29 - Neurogenesis in the peripheral nervous system.
  
	155

	S30 - Visualising synaptic plasticity.
  
	350

	S31 - The perirhinal cortex: synaptic plasticity to cognitive function.
 
	140

	S32 - Theoretical models to understand neuronal communication. 
	45

	S33 - Fate decision processes in vertebrate neural stem cells.
	350

	S34 - Cerebellar plasticity: not just depressing.
 
	130

	S35 - Dendro-dendritic interactions in networks of hypothalamic neurones.
 
	100

	S36 - Novel approaches for cognition enhancement.
 
	300

	S37 - Network dynamics and integration in nociceptive pathways: implications for pain signalling.
	120

	S38 - Towards a molecular understanding of water transport in the brain: Role of aquaporin
	130

	S39 - Short-term plasticity at excitatory synapses in the auditory system.
 
	80

	S40 - Synaptic vesicle release and recycling.

	200

	S41 - Fine-tuning of synaptic actions of neurotrophic factors.
  
	350

	S42 - Forming an asymetric brain: cooperation of genes and environment
 
	90

	S43 - Brain-computer interfaces for neuroprostheses and communication in animals and humans
	130

	S44 - Synaptic and cellular mechanisms of learned fear
 
	175

	S45 - The place of prefrontal cortex in psychiatric illness
 
	350

	S46 - Regional specialization in primate cortical circuitry: implications for sensory processing.
	107

	S47 - Attention to objects and features in space: From the visual cortex to the frontal lobes and back
	90

	S48 - Axonal outgrowth, regeneration and repair
 
	200

	S49 - Involvement of cell adhesion molecules in the formation of functional neuronal networks.
	180

	S50 - Kainate receptors: from control of excitability to synaptic plasticity and neurodegeneration.
 
	175

	S51 - Signal integration in dendrites.
 
	150

	S52 - Maturation of glutamatergic synapses in the developing hippocampus.
 
	45

	S53 – The neurobiology of connexins: from genes to therapies. 
	160

	S54 - Stem cell therapy in neurodegenerative disease: how to make it work?
 
	500

	S55 - Feedback mechanisms in brain function.
 
	100

	S56 - Brain imaging.
 
	65


 

1.3.4. Special Symposia 
Two special symposia were organised in relation with two of the specific objectives of the project:

SS1 -
European DANA Alliance for the Brain Symposium

(240)
Public Awareness of Brain Research

Speakers: N. Rothwell, E. Sykova, C. Stock and P.P. Bataglini
SS2 -
FENS/European Brain Council Symposium

(110)
Brain Research in Europe: Structuring European Neuroscience. New Perspectives – A Follow-up

Speakers: C. Belmonte, M. Baker, O. Quintana Trias, J. Olesen, P.J. Magistretti and W. Singer
Numbers in brackets are the approximate number of participants that attended each symposium.
1.3.5. Technical Workshops
There were 7 Technical Workshops which were held on the first day of the Forum:

	W01 - Spinal cord repair: from the laboratory bench to the clinic.

W02 - Gene therapy for pain control

W03 - Neuronal imaging using genetically encoded sensors

W04 - Engeneering and application of genetic indicators in neurobiology

W05 - The cell cycle and neuronal differentiation

W06 - Annotating the genes involved in nervous system development and function

W07 - NENS workshop: networking European neuroscience graduate programmes 
	(55)
(35)
(105)
(35)
(80)
(30)
(36)


Numbers in brackets are the approximate number of participants that attended each symposium.
1.3.5. Poster Presentations
There were 2.869 poster presentations which were divided by 122 topics and distributed by 7 half day sessions in 2 halls. 

  

1.3.6. Satellite Symposia

There were 6 Satellite Symposia:
 
Brain Damage and Repair 
Organizers: JA Ribeiro, R. Pochet, JM Delgado-Garcia 

Date: July 8-9, 2004

First European Meeting on Molecular and Cellular Cognition 

Organizers: C. Alberini, R. Brambilla, P. Chapman, Y. Dudai, S. Grant, I. Mansuy, A. Silva

Date: July 8-9, 2004

Advanced techniques in qualitative and quantitative microscopy 

Organizer: D.A. Peterson

Date: July 9, 2004

New molecular strategies to treat neurodegenerative diseases 

Research course sponsored by FEBS 

Organizers: C.R. Oliveira, A.C. Rego, P. Brundin, T.F. Outeiro 

Date: July 17-23, 2004

From high-throughput proteomic to biomarker discovery in neurodegenerative disorders 

Organizers: G.M. Pasinetti, M. Di Luca

Date: July 9, 2004

Genes and Neurons 

Sponsored by the European Science Foundation

Organizers: J. Palha and P. Maciel

Date: July 19-23, 2004 

 
1.4. Participants

	Country
	Member
	Non member
	Student Member
	Student Non Member
	Corp.
	Exhib.
	Total

	Albania
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Algeria
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	3

	Argentina
	2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	6

	Australia
	8
	5
	1
	3
	0
	0
	17

	Austria
	20
	11
	9
	9
	3
	0
	52

	Belarus
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Belgium
	11
	2
	12
	4
	6
	0
	35

	Brazil
	3
	11
	0
	15
	2
	0
	31

	Canada
	27
	7
	8
	9
	0
	0
	51

	Chile
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	Croatia
	6
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	9

	Czech Rep.
	27
	5
	7
	14
	1
	0
	54

	Denmark
	9
	7
	2
	7
	5
	0
	30

	Egypt
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Estonia
	1
	1
	0
	5
	0
	0
	7

	Finland
	12
	6
	6
	9
	0
	0
	33

	France
	238
	71
	108
	56
	31
	0
	504

	Gambia
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Georgia
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Germany
	233
	96
	58
	141
	21
	6
	555

	Greece
	20
	3
	18
	11
	2
	0
	54

	Hong Kong
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Hungary
	57
	2
	32
	6
	2
	0
	99

	Índia
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Indonesia
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Iran
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Iraq
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Ireland
	13
	8
	3
	17
	1
	0
	42

	Israel
	30
	5
	21
	7
	3
	0
	66

	Italy
	137
	99
	19
	125
	19
	1
	403

	Japan
	28
	17
	2
	7
	6
	0
	60

	Kenya
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Mexico
	4
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	7

	Morocco
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	N. Zealand
	3
	4
	2
	3
	0
	0
	12

	Nigeria
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Norway
	15
	3
	11
	5
	1
	0
	35

	Poland
	28
	12
	8
	11
	1
	0
	60

	Portugal
	42
	27
	40
	85
	28
	0
	222

	Puerto Rico
	1
	0
	1
	3
	0
	0
	5

	Romania
	7
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	10

	Russia
	7
	2
	0
	12
	0
	0
	21

	S. Arabia
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Scotland
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Singapore
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Slovak Rep
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	Slovenia
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	4

	S. Africa
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	S. Korea
	11
	7
	1
	10
	2
	0
	31

	Spain
	145
	66
	48
	186
	11
	0
	456

	Sweden
	24
	12
	7
	12
	5
	0
	60

	Switzerland
	98
	21
	40
	11
	11
	0
	181

	Taiwan
	3
	6
	0
	3
	0
	0
	12

	Thailand
	0
	6
	0
	3
	0
	0
	9

	Netherlands
	30
	10
	9
	5
	2
	1
	57

	Turkey
	4
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	5

	UK
	210
	74
	68
	51
	62
	2
	467

	Ukraine
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3

	UAEmirates
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	USA
	103
	51
	28
	18
	24
	0
	224

	Yugoslavia
	0
	2
	0
	5
	0
	0
	7

	TOTAL          61
	1628
	679
	578
	877
	251
	10
	4023


In addition, there were 211 free exhibitors registered, therefore, the total number of participants was 4.234.
A high number of students (almost 1.500) participated in the Forum, which was one of the objectives of the project. 
2. Dissemination and use

The abstracts of 3.145 scientific communications were published in an abstract book (FENS Forum Abstracts, volume 2, 2004) that is citable and covered by Current Contents, Medline and all major indexing services. Moreover, abstracts are also available at the Forum website and on CD. Therefore, the presented research findings were disseminated to the entire scientific community, well beyond the participants of the Forum.

A professional press office was in charge of spreading out to the general public the most relevant findings presented at the Forum. Moreover, a special symposium was dedicated to “Public Awareness of Brain Research”.

The Forum represents a significant added-value to brain research in Europe, as specialists from all European countries had the opportunity to present to their European peers their latest findings in virtually every field of the neurosciences. Neuroscientists from non-European countries did also participate, further contributing to the advance of neurosciences in Europe and elsewhere. Moreover, there was a special session, co-organized with the European Brain Council, on “Brain Research in Europe: structuring European Neuroscience. New perspectives - A follow-up”. Dr. Octavi Quintana Trias (EC Director Life Science) was a speaker at this session, which is viewed as a follow-up to the meeting organized by the European Commission on September 2003 on “Brain Research in Europe”. In fact, the Forum was particularly relevant to the objectives of the Specific Programme “Integrating and strengthening the European Research Area”, under the topic “Specific brain research support actions”. 
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