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This ‘Final ACTIVITY Report’ is only one part of the 4 documents for the final reporting for ‘TP Plants and Health’, the other parts being:

- Final MANAGEMENT Report

Section 1 - Justification of major cost items and resources

Section 2 - Including 
Form C_EPSO and Summary Financial report, 

Form C_EuropaBio and Summary Financial report.

Section 3 - Including Report on the Distribution of the Community’s contribution.

- Project Deliverables 

D1, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7, D8

- Audit certificate for the second period
 In addition to these 4 parts we are submitting the following printed material:

· ‘Plants for the Future’ Vision paper – EN, DE, FR, HU
· Stakeholders Proposal to a Strategic Research Agenda part I, part II, and part III.

· DVD : Launch of the Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA on 5 July’05

· Plant TP overview page: "Plants for the Future - Major steps and contribution to society"
· Journal of Experimental Botany – Article “European plant science: a field of opportunities” 

· Draft White Paper on Molecular Farming

· Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe – Summary Report

· Final Strategic Research Agenda 2025, Summary brochure, part II and part III

· Outline for white paper on the Feed Value Chain

Periodic Report Part II
Publishable executive summary 
The European Technology Platform on Plant Genomics and Biotechnology: Plants for healthy lifestyles and for sustainable development.

Summary description of project objectives:

From a flourishing plant science research base in the 1970s and 1980s, Europe has, over the past 10 years, experienced a declining activity in plant science research into genomics and biotechnology in the academic and private plant biotechnology sectors. This is witnessed by curtailed biotechnology field research programmes in favour of working in third countries. Also, European academic institutions have experienced declining numbers of young students interested in pursuing careers in plant science, genomics and biotechnology. This was recognised as a matter of concern by the Spring 2003 EU Council with a recommendation that the matter be addressed.

The project TP Plants and Health involving key stakeholders from academia, industry, the EU institutions, Member States and citizens’ representatives, established in June 2004, is working with the objective of addressing this declining plant science research base, as well as addressing societal concerns about plant biotechnology. 

The key objective of the project TP Plants and Health is to develop European plant science, genomics and biotechnology research policy options with respect to using plants for healthy lifestyles and for sustainable development (a “Strategic Research Agenda”). The project TP Plants for Health Strategic Research Agenda leading to the year 2025 will describe a coherent research strategy to achieve implementation of the goals defined in the “Plants for the Future” Vision Paper, published in June 2004, that senior plant scientists from both academia and industry had developed with the assistance of the other stakeholders and the Commission immediately before the start of this SSA. A second paper giving a more detailed Action Plan of specific recommendations up to 2010 will also be developed. These will in turn help to steer the European plant science community’s research and development programmes. The PGBTP work will is framed within established EU policy with respect to the Framework Programmes and Life Science Health Priorities.

The project TP Plants and Health will:

· Develop a long term strategic plan for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2025 based on the long term vision paper; 

· Articulate an action plan for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2010 based on the long term strategic plan; 

· Provide European citizens the choice of a healthier lifestyle through supporting:

· Development of plants and products offering a healthy balanced diet;

· Stakeholders to provide information on such a healthy diet;

· Plant technologies benefiting the environment, such as crop plants leaving a smaller environmental “footprint” and increasing the supply and use of renewable resources;

· Engage in constructive collaboration with policy makers at EU and national levels to advise and offer support for implementation of the action plan. For example, this technology platform will provide recommendations on:

· FP VII and national research programmes;

· Increasing public and private funding at national and European level for plant genomics and biotechnology research and development;

· Establishing a highly attractive and competitive career path and a strengthening of human resources in the plant science sector;

· Establishing a favourable environment for small business development; 

· Enabling commercial growers to develop sustainable, safe, healthy, high quality food and feed production with an emphasis on making available diverse plants and production systems;

· European and MS regulation development and implementation; and,

· Establishing open, constructive communications with the European public, e.g., through our Consumers’ representatives.

While publication of the final SRA 2025 and Action Plan 2010 will mark the completion of work funded by the SSA, it will be important to improve the PGBTP network, to monitor progress, to revise and to update policy recommendations in future years.

Contractors involved:

Main Coordinator:
European Plant Science Organisation (EPSO), Brussels, Belgium




Responsible person, Dr. Karin Metzlaff, Executive Director

Contractor:

EuropaBio, the European Association of BioIndustries, Brussels, Belgium

Responsible person for most of the project, Mr. Simon Barber, Director Plant Biotechnology Unit, left EuropaBio in April 2007
Nathalie Moll, Director Plant Biotechnology Unit has since taken over
Co-ordinator contact details:


EPSO, Tel. +32 2 213 62 60, Karin.Metzlaff@epsomail.org 
Work performed – The work of the SSA is divided into 5 Work Packages:

WP1: Establish Stakeholder forum - Groups and Committees of the TP

The objective of the 1st WP, to establish and develop the Technology Platform Structure, has been achieved by bringing together interested stakeholders with a clear interest in a constructive dialogue to develop Europe into a strong player in the global arena of plant genomics and biotechnology. These comprise:

· The Secretariat (2 coordinators +  1 Executive assistant);

· Steering Council of 23 persons (has met 6 times during the course of the project) of stakeholders from academia, industry, farmers, food producers, consumers and other interested stakeholder groups.
· A Member State “Mirror Group” has been formed, as one of the outcomes of the Member State consultations which took place in 19 countries in Europe. From these consultations the Platform received comments on the Draft SRA.

· A European Parliament “Mirror Group” chaired by the former Chairman of the European Parliament ITRE Committee, Mr. Giles Chichester, UK, MEP with 8 MEPs as members.
· A Commission “Mirror Group” chaired by Mr. C. Patermann, Director, DG Research, was started during the 1st period of the project but was replaced by EC Observers to the Steering Council due to a change in internal EC policy.
All activities and groupings of the TP are posted on the dedicated website that has also been set up under this work package – www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu  

It contains multiple opportunities for stakeholders to get involved and provide input to this project.
WP2: To articulate a coherent Strategic Research Agenda to 2025 and an Action Plan to 2010:

The Steering Council established a plan of action that would bring together experts and stakeholders to address the FOUR challenges identified in the Vision Paper; Securing a healthy and safe food supply; sustainable agriculture; green products; and, competitiveness, consumer choice and governance. These were addressed by four workshops focussing on these challenges through:

· Basic research – 19 participants, 6 – 7 October, 2004

· Sustainability – 21 participants, 4 – 5 October, 2004

· Horizontal issues – 14 participants, 19 – 20 October, 2004

· Products – 29 participants, 2 – 3 November, 2004.

A Steering Council member acted as chairperson for each of these workshops and was responsible for managing the development of a draft text from each workshop addressing the four challenges. The Steering Council, together with a professional writer, then worked on the texts from the workshops do develop a coherent Stakeholders Proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda and Action Plan.

290 persons from 30 countries have participated in the development of the Stakeholders Proposal for a SRA 2025 and Action Plan 2010. They participated in one of the four workshops and/or registered to receive draft comments electronically.

The completed draft Strategic Research Agenda in 3 parts (Part1: A summary “Plants for the Future: The way there”; Part 2: a detailed exposition of each of the four challenges; and Part 3 “Draft Action Plan 2010”), were released through a press conference in Strasbourg on July 5th 2005. Recognising the progress made by the TP were Mr. Janez Potočnik, Commissioner for Research, Development, Technology and Innovation, Mr. Giles Chichester MEP, Chairman of ITRE European Parliament, Dr. Marc Zabeau, European Plant Science Organisation and Dr. Hans Kast, CEO BASF Plant Science and Chairman of the Board, EuropaBio.

This press conference was life broadcasted on the Internet, and was available on the TP website for 3 more months. (http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/TP%20launch_stakeholder_proposal.htm). It is now available on DVD.

The 3 Parts of the Stakeholders Proposal to a Strategic Research Agenda are available in 2 different formats:

1. Online: www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 
2. As printed brochure Part 1, and covers to Parts 2 and 3. 

One copy of each Part of the SRA, and the DVD with the web broadcast of the press conference will be submitted together with this report.

WP3: Collaboration with Policy Makers and Private investors to start implementation of the Action Plan 2010:

The draft SRA 2025 and Draft Action Plan 2010 have been considered in consultations with: 

1. The European Parliament Mirror group

2. Members of the European Commission
3. National stakeholders in 19 Member States around Europe – Member State consultations
An example of 2 different formats of such a consultation will be submitted with this report (see Annex II.4.3 and Annex II.4.4):

1. Stakeholder meetings in Austria

2. Online stakeholder consultation in Ireland

Results from the consultations:

1. The MEPs raised concerns about the negative public opinion on GMOs. A discussion on how to best communicate the benefits of plant breeding such as 3rd World food security, sustainable agriculture etc. It was also discussed how to avoid that Europe falls behind in areas such as genetic engineering. 

The MEPs also came with many useful comments which have been taken into consideration by the ETP members during subsequent discussions, developments and decision on strategies. The comments were also useful for the revising of the SRA and the Action Plan 2010.

2. The input from the European Commission was collected a it differently than originally planed. Due to the change of internal rules at the European Commission, where the concept of an EC Mirror Group was dropped, no consultation with a EC mirror group could take place. Several members of staff of the European Commission were instead consulted via separate meetings with the Plant ETP in order to get feedback on the Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA, the Draft Action Plan 2010 and other issues. These meetings were mainly with Chris Patermann, the Director of Directorate E, Biotechnologies, Agriculture, Food, with Waldemar Kuett, responsible for our platform at DG Research until…. And the different heads of unit in Directorate E for specific issues within their areas of expertise. They are; Timothy Hall and Alfredo Aguilar Romanillos.

The feedback and advice received through these meetings have been of great value to the Plant ETP when amending and improving the SRA but more importantly, in our every day activities and ahead of strategic decisions. 
3. The input from the Member States was collected through Member State consultations. These took place between 15 June 2005 and 16 March 2006 in 19 countries instead of as planned, 10 countries (see table below). The extensive interest from Member States to arrange consultations lead to that the time-span for the consultations had to be extended. The result was a wide consultation consisting of very valuable input for the SRA working groups.

The feedback from the Member State consultations was separated into 4 files, one for each challenges of the SRA. The files were sent to the leaders and the members of the different working groups responsible for amending and improving each specific challenge of the SRA. The result of this process is the latest version of the SRA.

Feedback from the Member State consultations is available at the EPSO office for people interested in the detailed replies.

Additional actions to implement the SRA and the Action Plan 2010, for example input to FP7 and the Work programmes of FP7 has been given continuously:
· TP submitted input to EC (DG A) online consultation ”Early input to FP7” 14 Oct ‘04
· TP submitted input to EC (DG K) online consultation “EU Science and Technology Foresight in FP7” 9 Nov ‘04
· TP has linked up with other TP’s (Food for life, Forestry, Farm Animal, White Biotech)
· TP has discussed FP7 with members of the EC, the European Parliament (EP breakfast meeting with other ETPs) and national contacts
· ETP submitted input to the FP7, 2008-2009 WP, 29 March’07.
· ETP submitted input to the online consultation on the future of the ERA, 29 Aug’07.
WP4: Monitor and Revise the Action Plan; Future of the TP:

The Steering Council of the TP in agreement with the European Commission decided to publish the SRA including the Action Plan 2010 as a ‘Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA’ to encourage comments from the consultations with the various stakeholders / Mirror groups that were held following the publication of the SRA proposal. After the consultations had taken place the TP, using the feedback from these consultations, amended and improved the SRA and published it on the 25th June 2007.

The completed Strategic Research Agenda in 3 parts (Part 1: A summary; Part 2: a detailed exposition of each of the five challenges; and Part 3 “Action Plan 2010”), was released through a launch event in the European Parliament on the 25 June 2007. The event was hosted by MEPs Mr. Chichester and Mr. Purvis. Speakers at the event were; Mr. Giles Chichester MEP; Chair of ETP Plant’s EP Mirror Group, Mr. Kurt Vandenberghe, cabinet of Mr. Potočnik, Commissioner for Science and Research; Mr. Markwart Kunz, Südsucker; Mr. Ricardo Serra Arias former president of COPA and Mr. Wilhelm Gruissem, President of EPSO.

All documents from the launch incl. details on the press coverage can be found on the Plant ETP website: http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/TP%20SRA.htm. Participants list can be found online or in Deliverable 7.
Part 1, a Summary, is available as:

· Printed brochure

· Online; www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 

Part 2, a detailed exposition of each of the five challenges, is available as:

· Online: www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu
The Action Plan 2010 (Part 3 of the Strategic Research Agenda) is available as:

· Online: www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 
One copy of each Part of the SRA (including the Action Plan 2010) will be submitted together with this report.

In addition to the direct work on the SRA and the Action Plan two workshops were held; Molecular Farming (Jan’06) and Feed Value Chain (Jun’07) and a Research Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe was done (Oct’06). 
The Draft Whitepaper on Molecular Farming, the Survey Summary report and an outline for the white paper on the Feed Value Chain are submitted as hard-copies with the report.
WP5: Wind down the SSA:

All payments and obligations of the ETP have been fulfilled. The last payment was made on the 6th September 2007 to the accountancy firm who carried out the audit on the 5th September 2007. The audit certificate is part of EPSO’s Form C for the second period.

The activities of the Plant ETP have however not stopped. The secretariat consisting of Karin Metzlaff as Coordinator (1 day per week) and AnnaKarin Hedin as Executive Assistant (2.5 days per week) has received stakeholder funding, for now until the end of 2007 but good spirited discussions are currently taking place as to what activities the Plant ETP should undertake the coming years and how these activities should be financed.
Results achieved so far and expected end results
Both the work itself and the results of this work far exceed our expectations.

This is due to the overwhelming interest and commitment of the various stakeholders in this TP.

The Technology Platform structure is now well established. The established working components are:

· The day-to-day coordination of the work is carried out by a secretariat compromising the EPSO Executive Director, the EuropaBio Director Plant Biotechnology, and the executive assistant to this EU project. The Commission (DG Research) provides advise to the secretariat as appropriate.

· Steering Council of 23 persons (has met 6 times during the project) of stakeholders from academia, industry, farmers, food producers, consumers and other interested stakeholder groups;

· The SC has elected from its members a Chair, and a vice-chair to guide the work of the secretariat

· A European Parliament “Mirror Group”, consisting of its Chair Mr G. Chichester and 8 MEPs as members
· The Plant TP has four Observers from the European Commission to the Steering Council
· A Member State “Mirror Group” has been established during the 2nd part of this project, as one of the outcomes of the Member State consultations which took place in 19 countries in Europe
The TP has established a dedicated website (www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu) that provides for transparency of the operations around all activities of the TP.

The TP has developed a “code of conduct” describing the different bodies of the TP, and their roles and responsibilities in the activities of the TP (See Annex II.5)

This is an additional result of this project.

Responding to the considerable interest in this project, the co-ordinators in agreement with the scientific officer to this project decided to improve the layout and print 7000 additional copies of the original “Plants for the Future…Vision paper” during the first period of the project. 2000 were printed as part of this project, and 5000 were printed by the EC itself. All of these were distributed by the end of the first period and it was therefore decided to print an additional 5000 copies. These were printed in English (3000), French (1000), German (1000) and in addition, a number of brochures were printed in Hungarian of which we received a small number.

One brochure in each language will be submitted together with this report.

This is an additional result of this project.

A series of four workshops of interested stakeholders that were chaired by members of the TP Steering Council lead to the draft SRA 2025 and Action Plan 2010 that were published on July 5th, 2005. 

In addition to these workshops many more interested stakeholders (some 200 people) asked to be involved in the development of the SRA. This is an additional result of this project.

Due to the high interest in the work and publications of the TP the co-ordinators in agreement with the scientific officer decided to organise a press conference to launch the Stakeholders Proposal for SRA.

Speakers at the press conference recognising the progress made by the TP were Mr. Janez Potočnik, Commissioner for Research, Development, Technology and Innovation, Mr. Giles Chichester MEP, Chairman of ITRE European Parliament, and members of the Steering Council.

This is an additional result of this project.

In order to make the SRA available to the broader public the co-ordinators in agreement with the scientific officer decided to use a professional science writer to convert the technical text into a form appealing to the broader public including policy makers. 

This is an additional result of this project.

Professionals designed part 1 of the Stakeholders Proposal for SRA and 5000 (instead of only 1000 foreseen in the original proposal) brochures were printed.

All the printed material and the DVDs produced in this project so far were provided according to request for meetings and conferences around Europe, specifically to all the Member State consultations which took place in 19 countries. 
As a result of the input received through the consultations in the Member States, with the EP mirror group, European Commission staff and other channels the Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA and the Draft Action Plan 2010 were amended and improved. The final version of the SRA and the Action Plan 2010 was improved the SRA and published it on the 25th June 2007.

The completed Strategic Research Agenda and Action Plan 2010 were released through a launch event in the European Parliament on the 25 June 2007. The event was hosted by MEPs Mr. Chichester and Mr. Purvis. Speakers at the event were; Mr. Giles Chichester MEP; Chair of ETP Plant’s EP Mirror Group, Mr. Kurt Vandenberghe, cabinet of Mr. Potočnik, Commissioner for Research, Development, Technology and Innovation; Mr. Markwart Kunz, Südsucker; Mr. Ricardo Serra Arias former president of COPA and Mr. Wilhelm Gruissem, President of EPSO.

All documents from the launch incl. details on the press coverage can be found on the Plant ETP website: http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/TP%20SRA.htm. Participants list can be found online or in Deliverable 7.
This is an additional result of this project.

The SRA and Action Plan 2010 will be distributed at meetings and conferences around Europe during the coming years.

During the work with the Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA a gap in the field of Molecular Farming was identified. To fill this gap a Workshop was organised on the topic in Aachen. The outcome of this workshop is a White paper. The final draft is confidential, but provided as a hard-copy with this report.
This is an additional result of this project.
In order to identify possible additional gaps a Research Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe was organised. The Summary report, submitted in hard-copy with this report, identifies in which areas the scientific community is prepared to work in during the coming years and where there are gaps in the spectrum of research areas. One such area identified was that of the Feed Value Chain.

This is an additional result of this project.
A Workshop on the Feed Value Chain was organised in Copenhagen in June’07 where experts in the field met to discuss how to bridge this gap. An outline for the white paper is submitted as a hard-copy with this report.
This is an additional result of this project.
The work achieved to date has already contributed towards developing:

· A common vision for plant genomics and biotechnology research in the EU and a discussion of this amongst policy makers to develop coherent research policy measures;

· The recommended research priorities already highlighted in the Stakeholders Proposal for a SRA 2025 and Action Plan 2010 are already being taken into consideration by academic and private research institutions, as well as by Commission and MS government policy makers, in preparing the plant genomics and biotechnology component of the Framework 7 Programme;

· An increased interaction between the public and private plant genomics and biotechnology research sectors, with the aim of stimulating knowledge to be turned into innovation leading to increased productivity and competitiveness of Europe; and,

· A more balanced public debate recognising plant genomics, biotechnology, classical agricultural practices and organic farming all as natural and valid components of both research and application. All of them are recognised to contribute to major challenges for Europe’s society and are therefore recommended as areas for high-level support from both the public and the private sectors. 

The SRA 2025 and Action Plan 2010 are also recognised as important components of the European Commission’s Lisbon Strategy which identifies biotechnology as a key driver in the “knowledge-based economy”.

Intentions for use and impact

The publications of the TP have already been used in numerous meetings and consultations with 

· the different stakeholders (academia, industry, farmers, consumers, etc)

· policy makers at European level (European Commission and European Parliament)

· policy makers at national level (Member state consultations, and several meetings organised by individual countries, for example by the UK during it’s EU- presidency)

This will continue and increase in the future.

There has already been an impact on science and research policy at European level (the European Commission’s proposal for FP7) and at national level (ERA-PG, first national research programmes).

For more details please refer to “Results achieved so far and expected end results”. 
Section 1 – Project objectives and major achievements during the reporting period
	As agreed in Annex 1 to the SSA Contract
	Done by 31 July’07

	WP1: Establish Stakeholder forum: Groups and Committees of the TP

The objective of the 1st WP is to establish and develop the Technology Platform Structure:

Bringing together all interested stakeholders with a clear interest in a constructive dialogue to develop Europe into a strong player in the global arena of plant genomics and biotechnology, and an interest in being able to compete with other leading knowledge based economies such as the United States of America.

	Advisory Board will be assembled with representatives from EPSO (2), EuropaBio (2), consumer organisation (1) and Member States (2).
	- This function is performed now by: 1 Chair and 2 Vice-Chairs of the Steering Council, representing the 3 major stakeholders (academia, industry, farmers)

	Advisory Board will invite representatives for the Advisory Council from:

-The 3 Mirror Groups (7):  MS Mirror Group (4), EC Mirror Group (2), EP Mirror Group (1)

-The 4 user groups chairs (12): each 1 member from industry, academia and consumer organisation

-The 5 issue groups’ chairs (5):

-more representatives
	Steering Council: 

- Based on Genval Group, balanced stakeholders
- Chair and 2 Vice-Chairs (May’05)

- 5 Steering Council meetings
- Still members being added, as needed (consumers, env. org, organic farming)

- Member list provided in Annex II.1

	The MS Mirror group should consist of 1 representative per Member State and 1 per Associate and per admission country
	First structure established following the Member state consultations

	The EC Mirror group should consist of 1 representative per Directorate involved in the issues discussed, e.g. Research, Competitiveness, Environment, Consumer, Agriculture
	Due to change in internal policy at the European Commission no EC mirror group could be set up. EC Staff instead serve as observers to the Steering Council.

	-The EP Mirror group should consist of 1 representative per Committee related to the issues discussed, e.g. ITRE, AGRI etc.
	- Eight members, chair: G. Chichester MEP
- 2 meetings with TP secretariat

	D1: 1st Structure TP , by end August’04
	1st structure established by Aug’04:

- Steering Council (Aug’04)

- Secretariat (Aug’04)

	D2: Mature structure TP , by end October’06
	- Chair and co-Chairs of Steering Council (May’05)

- Code of Conduct TP (June’05) (Annex II.5)

- Mirror Groups (Apr’06)

- Working groups (2004/2005) and (2006/2007)

	M1: Main members of User groups established by end Dec’04
	All these were in working groups (2004/2005) and are represented now in the Steering Council (2006/2007)

	M2: Main members of Mirror groups established by Dec’05
	- Mirror Groups (Jul’07)



	As result of the 1st WP a stakeholder forum with a clear interest to develop Europe into a global player in Plant Genomics and Biotechnology by 2025 will be established. The members will be on the web site.
	- Own webpage: www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 
- Groups and activities listed online
- 25 TP secretariat meetings
- 6 Steering Council meetings

	
	


	As agreed in Annex 1 to the SSA Contract
	Done by 31 July’07

	WP2: Articulate coherent Strategic Research Agenda 2025 and Action plan 2010

The objective of the 2nd WP is to develop a Strategic Research Agenda for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2025 based on the long term vision paper. Based on this an action plan for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2010 will be articulated.

	The 1st series of workshops to:

- develop the Strategic Research Agenda 2025

- develop a more detailed action plan up to 2010.

 
	4 Workshops held in Brussels, each led by one working group:

- Sustainability (4-5 Oct’04) (21 participants)

- Basic Research (6-7 Oct’04) (19 participants)

- Horizontal issues (19-20 Oct’04) (14 participants)

- Products (2-3 Nov’04) (29 participants)

	Each workshop will produce a specific draft to the Agenda 2025 and the Action 2010. These will be assembled in WS5 to a draft Agenda 2025 and draft Action 2010.


	- Drafts were developed by the individual working groups

- Those drafts were compiled and further developed in 2 joint meetings of all 4 Working Groups

- the resulting draft was refined by the Review group (4 meetings)

- Assembled in: Stakeholders Proposal for a SRA (Parts 1, 2, 3; 3rd part is the Draft Action Plan 2010)

- Launched at press conference 5 July’05

	The advisory Council will comment on it and the Advisory board will finalise the 2 papers.
	- Online registration to comment to Draft SRA

- In total: 290 people form 30 countries have been involved in developing the SRA 

	D3: “Plant Genomics and Biotechnology - Strategic Research Agenda Europe 2025” by Feb’05 (public)
	Stakeholders Proposal for a SRA published (July’05) (public)

	D4: “Plant Genomics and Biotechnology - Action Plan Europe 2010” by Feb’05 (restricted access)
	Draft Action Plan 2010 published (July’05) (public)

	M3: Workshop 1 – 4 by end Nov’04, Workshop 5 in Dec’04
	Workshops 1-4 by beg. Nov’04

Working Groups meetings and 4 SRA Review meetings up to June’05.

	M4: Draft Research Agenda 2025 and Draft Action Plan 2010 by mid Jan’05
	Drafts by June’05

	As result of the 2nd WP the Strategic Research Agenda for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2025 will be published (on the web-site and later printed by the consortium and translated by the European Commission) and the Action Plan for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2010 will be available with restricted access.
	- Additional contract for science writer (as agreed with scientific officer, as not foreseen in SSA contract)

- Vision paper was printed: 

            2000 x paid by SSA
            5000 x by EC
- Reprint of vision paper:


5000 ex (3000 EN, 1000 FR, 1000 DE)



In addition a Hungarian translation was printed in 
Hungary
- SRA : 

            10000 copies Part 1 printed

            3000 covers Parts 2 and 3 printed

- Dissemination (*= in addition to proposed activities):


*Press conference to launch Vision paper 
(Brussels, June’04)


*Stand at ABIC conference (Cologne, Sept’04)


*European Voice advert (reaching Brussels 
based policy makers)


*Press conference to launch Stakeholders 
Proposal for a SRA (Strasbourg, July’05)


All online at www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 

*See WP3: presented at all Consultations with 
Member States, MEPs etc.

	
	


	As agreed in Annex 1 to the SSA Contract
	Done by 31 July’07

	WP3: Collaboration with Policy Makers and Private investors to start implement Action Plan 2010

The objectives of the 3rd WP is to establish Mirror Groups representing policy makers at EU and national levels and have first input and feed back from these groups on the Strategic Research Agenda 2025 and the Action Plan 2010.

	Assemble the Mirror Groups

· The MS Mirror group should consist of 1 representative per Member State and 1 per Associate / admission country

· The EC Mirror group should consist of 1 representative per Directorate involved in the issues discussed, e.g.: Research, Competitiveness, Environment, Consumer, and Agriculture.

· The EP Mirror group should consist of 1 representative per Committee related to the issues discussed, e.g. ITRE, AGRI etc.


	EP mirror group:

- Chair: G. Chichester MEP 
- 8 members, several other MEPs haveexpressed interest

- 2 meetings with TP secretariat

EC mirror group: 
Set up in 1st period with C. Patermann as chair, transformed into TP Observers in 2nd period due to internal EC policy decision
MS mirror group:

- First structure formed following the MS consultations

	· Active support to organise one meeting of the Advisory Board with the Mirror Groups and follow-up meetings of the Technology Platform in the 10 member states and start implementing the Strategic Research Agenda and the Action Plan 2010
	- EP mirror group was consulted on SRA (Nov’05)

- MS consultations took place in 19 countries, nine more than originally planed (Jun’05-Mar’06)
- Steering Council speakers attended consultations upon request.

- See Annex II.4 ‘MSs consultations’ 

	· Actions to apply the decisions to their policy areas at European, national and regional level
	

	· Feed back to the Platform to monitor and revise the Action Plan: Each chair of the TP meeting in the 10 member states reports back to the MS Mirror Group, which assembles this to a report to the Advisory Board. Similarly the EC and the EP Mirror groups report back to the Advisory Board.
	- Feedback from consultations (EP and Member States)
- Detailed feedback available from the EPSO office upon request.
- Feedback was collected and collated and distributed to the working groups responsible for revising the different challenges of the SRA and the Action Plan 2010
- All parts of the SRA were amended based on the feedback

	· Continuity of the Technology Platform beyond the SSA.


	- The ETP currently has funds till the end of 2007. Positive discussions are currently taking place on how to best finance the ETP from 2008 on.

	For example, this technology platform will provide recommendations on

· FP VII and national research programmes;

· Increasing public and private funding at national and European level for plant genomics and biotechnology research and development

· Establishing a highly attractive and competitive career path and a strengthening of human resources in the plant science sector;

· Establishing a favourable environment for small business development;
· European and MS regulation development and implementation; and,

Establishing open, constructive communications with the European public, e.g., through our Consumers’ associations.
	- TP submitted input to EC (DG A) online consultation ”Early input to FP7” 14 Oct ‘04

- TP submitted input to EC (DG K) online consultation “EU Science and Technology Foresight in FP7” 9 Nov ‘04

- TP has linked up with other TP’s (Food for life, Forestry, Farm Animal, White Biotech)

- TP has discussed FP7 with members of the EC, the European Parliament (EP breakfast meeting with other ETPs) and national contacts
- ETP submitted input to the FP7, 2008-2009 WP, 29 March’07.
- ETP submitted input to the online consultation on the future of the ERA, 29 Aug’07.

	D5: Mirror groups by Jun’05 (public)
	- First structure of EP and MS mirror group set up (Jul’07) (restricted access)

	D6: Feed back from Mirror groups to Advisory Board by Dec’05 (restricted access)
	- Received and incorporated in the amended SRA and Action Plan 2010 (spring’06) (restricted access)

	As result of the 3rd WP constructive collaboration with Policy Makers and Private investors at European, national and possibly regional level is established to discuss the Research Strategy and start implement the Action Plan 2010. First feed back from member states to the Action Plan will be used in WP4.
	- Feed back from member states received through the 19 member state consultations which took place June’05 till March’06. The feed back was used in WP4.

	M5: Recommendations on FP7 by Feb’05.
	- Recommendations on FP7 provided in 2004 and 2005.

- Recommendations on the FP7 WPs provided in 2006 and 2007.


	As agreed in Annex 1 to the SSA Contract
	Done by 31 July’07

	WP4: Monitor and Revise the Action Plan, Future of TP

The objective of the 4th WP is to Monitor and Revise the Action Plan, and to identify options for the TP beyond the current SSA.

	The 2nd series of workshops aims to incorporate the feed back from the Mirror groups to optimise the Action Plan 2010 and to ensure development of the TP beyond 2006.

The TP secretariat will ask recommendations for participants to the 2nd workshop series from the Advisory Council and ask the Advisory board to decide participants and chairs of each of the 5 workshops. These might change to the 1st series if appropriate to respond to the feed back from policy makers.

Each workshop chair will be asked to propose the agenda to their workshop, incl. Presentations and missing participants. The TP secretariat will organise the workshops assisted by the chairs
	- Feedback from Consultations on the SRA and the Action Plan 2010 received by April’06
- Working group meetings took place to incorporate the comments into the SRA and the Action Plan 2010. 

- Online consultation on the SRA took place.

These two activities were part of the 2nd series of workshops

- Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe (Oct’06)
- Two workshops took place on topics which were identified as gaps when writing the SRA, during the consultations period and through the Research survey:
1. Molecular Farming, Jan’07

2. Feed Value Chain, June’07

	- According to the potential and applications of Plant Genomics and Biotechnology, the workshops will focus on:  

· WS1: Food (functional / healthy, allergen-free, ..) / Feed

· WS2: Raw material (paper, wood, pulp) = non-food

· WS3: Biomass, biofuels, bioremediation (sustainability; energy sources)

· WS4: Specialty proteins (pharmaceuticals, chemicals, surfactants, detergents, etc.).

	- Molecular Farming and the Feed value chain were identified as areas where there was a need for workshops.
- Molecular Farming, Aachen (Jan’06) – draft white paper from workshop submitted in hardcopy with the report (confidential)
- Feed Value chain, Copenhagen (June’07) – white paper on the way, outline submitted in hardcopy with the report
- Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe (Oct’06) – Summary report submitted as hard-copy with the report.

	- They will consider Challenges facing the deployment of plant genomics and biotechnology, such as:

· Consumers and society (Communication with public on benefits / risks of products derived from plant genomics / biotech; Consumer needs / acceptance may depend on sector - pharming / allergenic-free food)

· Financing of R&D (Recent decrease in EU plant genomics / biotech R&D; Fragmentation of R&D efforts)

· Markets and Regulations (Depending on application sector - renewable products)

	- Included in challenge 5 of SRA (now separate challenge)
- Market and Regulations: Joint proposal with the Industrial Biotech and Forest TPs for a Lead Market on Biobased Products submitted to EC and selected as pilot to take forward. (when??)


	- Each workshop will produce a specific draft to the Action 2010 and specific recommendations to develop the TP beyond 2006. These will be assembled in WS5 to a draft Action 2010.

The advisory Council will comment on it and the Advisory board will finalise the paper and take actions to continue the TP beyond 2006.
	Input from Molecular Farming and Feed Value Chain workshops and from the Research Survey was collected and used to finalise SRA and Action Plan 2010.

	D7: Revised Action Plan 2010 by Oct’06 (public)
	- Revised SRA, Part I (Summary), II (detailed description) and III (Action Plan 2010) (June’07) (public)

	M7: Workshop 1-4 by May’06, Workshop 5 by Jun’06
	- Molecular Farming (Jan’06), Feed Value chain workshops (June’07) and Research Survey (Oct’06)

	M8: Draft Action Plan 2010 and options for TP beyond SSA by Aug’06
	- SRA and Action Plan 2010 (25 June’07)
- Memorandum on the future of the Plant TP, articulated by Future working group (May’07)

- Decision on future funding of ETP Plant second half 2007 (Jul’07)

	As result of the 4th WP the “Plant Genomics and Biotechnology Action Plan 2010” will be published (on the web-site and later translated and printed by the European Commission) and the Options for TP beyond the current SSA will be available with restricted access.

First examples for the role of stakeholders and member states in the research agenda, e.g. joint projects, centres of excellence should be provided.
	SRA and Action Plan 2010 (25 June’07)
- Dissemination (*= in addition to proposed activities):

*Launch of SRA in European Parliamentm 25 June’07. Over 50 participants; high level politicians (EC, EP, MSs), stakeholders and journalists. Good media coverage, all documents available on www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 
SRA Summary brochure distributed to all Steering Council Members, Plant ETP member organisations, to EPSO representatives, SCAR committee, ERA-Net PG, Conference participants of several big plant sector conferences etc. This will be continued after the end of this project to foster implementation of the SRA at European and national levels.


	As agreed in Annex 1 to the SSA Contract
	Done by 31 July’07

	WP5: Wind down SSA
The objective of the 5th WP is to wind down the SSA.

	The administrative staff carries out and finalises all payments and obligations following the activities – mainly the workshops – and provides the financial report. The TP secretariat, supported by the Advisory Board, produces the final report to the EC.
	- All payments done (6 Sep’07)
- Reports submitted to EC (13 Sep’07)

	D8: Finalise all payments and obligations and Report to the EC by Jan’07 (parts of the report are public), submission to EC latest by Mar’07
	- Payments finalised, reports submitted, 13 Sep’07 (Summary is public)

	M8: All public information on the web-site by Dec’06


	- Public information on web (31 July’07)

	As result of the 5th WP the SSA is wind down in accordance with legal requirements. Public parts of the final report will be available on the EPSO, EuropaBio and EC web site with links to all TP information on the EPSO web site.
	


Section 2 – Work package progress of the period

WP1 – Establish Stakeholder forum: Groups and Committees of the TP

· Work package objectives and starting point of work at beginning of reporting period

The objective of the 1st WP is to establish and develop the Technology Platform Structure:

Bringing together all interested stakeholders with a clear interest in a constructive dialogue to develop Europe into a strong player in the global arena of plant genomics and biotechnology, and an interest in being able to compete with other leading knowledge based economies such as the United States of America.

· Progress towards objectives – tasks worked on and achievements made with reference to planned objectives, identify contractors involved

Both EPSO and EuropaBio have been involved in this work.

This objective has been met through the establishment of:

· The Secretariat (2 coordinators +  1 Executive assistant);

· Steering Council of 23 persons (has met 6 times during the course of the project) of stakeholders from academia, industry, farmers, food producers, consumers and other interested stakeholder groups.
· A Member State “Mirror Group” has been formed, as one of the outcomes of the Member State consultations which took place in 19 countries in Europe. From these consultations the Platform received comments on the Draft SRA.

· A European Parliament “Mirror Group” chaired by the former Chairman of the European Parliament ITRE Committee, Mr. Giles Chichester, UK, MEP with 8 MEPs as members.
· A Commission “Mirror Group” chaired by Mr. C. Patermann, Director, DG Research, was started during the 1st period of the project but was replaced by EC Observers to the Steering Council due to a change in internal EC policy.
· Deviations from the project work programme, and corrective actions taken/suggested: identify the nature and the reason for the problem, identify contractors involved

There have been no deviations or corrective actions taken or suggested.

· List of deliverables, including due date and actual/foreseen submission date (Table 1)

Table 1: Deliverables List

	Del.

no.
	Deliverable name
	Work package

no.
	Date due


	Actual

delivery date
	Estimated

indicative

person-months *)
	Used

indicative

person-months *)
	Lead

Contractor



	D1
	1st Structure TP  
	1
	Aug’04
	Aug’04 
	6
	6
	1

	D2
	Mature structure TP
	1
	Oct’06
	Jul’07
	
	
	1


*) if available

Table 2: Milestones List

List all milestones, giving date of achievement and any proposed revision to plans.

	Milestone

no.
	Milestone name
	Work package

no.
	Date due
	Actual

delivery date
	Lead contractor


	M1:
	User Groups
	1
	Dec’04
	Dec’04
	1

	M2:
	Mirror Groups 
	1
	Dec’05
	Jul’07
	1


M1: The objective of User Groups has been met through the establishment of the Working Groups for the SRA. The main representatives from the working groups are represented in the Steering Council - members are stakeholders from academia, industry, farmers, food producers, consumers and other interested stakeholder groups.
M2: A Member State “Mirror Group” has been formed following the Member State consultations which took place in 19 countries in Europe. These consultations fulfilled the task of a mirror group as the Platform received comments on the Draft SRA.

A European Parliament “Mirror Group” was established, it is chaired by the former chairman of the European Parliament ITRE Committee, Mr. Giles Chichester, UK, MEP. The mirror group has 8 members. 

A Commission “Mirror Group” chaired by Mr. C. Patermann, Director, DG Research, began to form in the end of the last reporting period. Since then a change in internal EC rules has made it impossible to set up an EC mirror group. Instead Commission staff is now involved as observers to the Steering Council.
As result of the 1st WP a stakeholder forum with a clear interest to develop Europe into a global player in Plant Genomics and Biotechnology by 2025 was established. 

The members of Steering Council are in Annex II.1.
The members of the Mirror Groups are in Annex II.3
WP2 – Articulate coherent Strategic Research Agenda 2025 and Action plan 2010

· Work package objectives and starting point of work at beginning of reporting period

The objective of the 2nd WP is to develop a Strategic Research Agenda for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2025 based on the long term vision paper; And based on this, to articulate an action plan for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2010.

· Progress towards objectives – tasks worked on and achievements made with reference to planned objectives, identify contractors involved

The objectives are completely fulfilled

· Stakeholders Proposal for a SRA, including a Draft Action Plan 2010 was developed with support from 290 people from 30 countries.

· The document was published at a press conference in Strasbourg in July’05

· Part I of the SRA, a Summary, was printed as a brochure

· The press conference was life broadcasted on the TP website, was available there for 3 months, and is now available on a DVD.

· Deviations from the project work programme, and corrective actions taken/suggested: identify the nature and the reason for the problem, identify contractors involved

The Steering Council of the TP in agreement with the European Commission decided to publish the SRA as ‘Stakeholders Proposal for SRA’ to encourage comments from the consultations with the various stakeholders / Mirror groups which were subsequently held. Using the feedback form these consultations the TP amended and improved the SRA and finally published it in June 2007.

Table 1: Deliverables List

	Del.

no.
	Deliverable name
	Workpackage

no.
	Date due
	Actual

delivery date
	Estimated

indicative

person-months *)
	Used

indicative

person-months *)
	Lead

contractor



	D3 :
	SRA
	2
	Feb’05
	July’05
	4
	4 **)
	2

	D4 :
	AP 2010
	2
	Feb’05
	July’05
	
	
	2


*) if available

**) These 4 person months only relate to the time of the executive assistant (as the only person paid by this contract), but indeed several groups from the secretariat and Steering Council were working on this, providing considerable amount of time for more than expected due to the high interest in the Strategic Research Agenda, and continuous contributions from outside stakeholders. As all this time was contribution in kind by the secretariat and Steering Council this is not at all indicated in this table and not on other financial tables provided. 

Table 2: Milestones List

	Milestone

no.
	Milestone name
	Workpackage

no.
	Date due
	Actual/Forecast

delivery date
	Lead contractor


	M3 :
	Workshops 1-5
	2
	Dec’04
	Dec’04
	2

	M4 :
	Draft SRA and Draft AP2010
	2
	Mid Jan’05
	Jun’05
	2


M3: 4 Workshops held in Brussels, each led by one working group:

- Sustainability (4-5 Oct’04) (21 participants)

- Basic Research (6-7 Oct’04) (19 participants)

- Horizontal issues (19-20 Oct’04) (14 participants)

- Products (2-3 Nov’04) (29 participants)
- Working Groups meetings and 4 SRA Review meetings were held during the period of Jan-June’05.
M4: As a result of the 2nd WP the Stakeholders Proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2025 was published and the Draft Action Plan for European plant genomics and biotechnology until 2010 is available.

WP3 – Collaboration with Policy Makers and Private investors to start implement Action Plan 2010

· Work package objectives and starting point of work at beginning of reporting period

The objectives of the 3rd WP is to establish Mirror Groups representing policy makers at EU and national levels and have first input and feed back from these groups on the Strategic Research Agenda 2025 and the Action Plan 2010.
· Progress towards objectives – tasks worked on and achievements made with reference to planned objectives, identify contractors involved

· A Member State “Mirror Group” has been formed, as one of the outcomes of the Member State consultations which took place in 19 countries in Europe during the period of June’05 and March’06. 
· From these consultations the Platform received comments on the Draft SRA. Feedback from the Member State consultations is available at the EPSO office for people interested in the detailed replies.
· A European Parliament “Mirror Group” chaired by the former Chairman of the European Parliament ITRE Committee, Mr. Giles Chichester, UK, MEP, was established during the 2nd part of this project. It has 8 members. 
· First meeting with the EP mirror group generated valuable comments on the SRA and the Action Plan which were incorporated in to the revised version.
· A Commission “Mirror Group” chaired by Mr. C. Patermann, Director, DG Research, began to form in the end of the last reporting period. Since then a change in internal EC rules has made it impossible to set up an EC mirror group. 

· Several members of staff of the European Commission were instead consulted via separate meetings with the Plant ETP in order to get feedback on the Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA, the Draft Action Plan 2010 and other issues.  

· Input to FP7 and the Work programmes of FP7 has been given continuously. 

· TP submitted input to EC (DG A) online consultation ”Early input to FP7” 14 Oct ‘04
· TP submitted input to EC (DG K) online consultation “EU Science and Technology Foresight in FP7” 9 Nov ‘04
· TP has linked up with other TP’s (Food for life, Forestry, Farm Animal, White Biotech)
· TP has discussed FP7 with members of the EC, the European Parliament (EP breakfast meeting with other ETPs) and national contacts

· ETP submitted input to the FP7, 2008-2009 WP, 29 March’07.
· ETP submitted input to the online consultation on the future of the ERA, 29 Aug’07.

· Deviations from the project work programme, and corrective actions taken/suggested: identify the nature and the reason for the problem, identify contractors involved

The MS Mirror Group was not established as foreseen as the Steering Council decided to first use the MS consultations as a much wider base than one representative per country could provide the input. This decision was most welcomed by the representatives of the member States themselves. Following the MS consultation each country consulted was asked to provide 1 to 3 members for this Member State Mirror Group. Based on the Consultation a MS mirror group has been established. See Annex II.3.
Table 1: Deliverables List

	Del.

no.
	Deliverable name
	Workpackage

no.
	Date due
	Actual

delivery date
	Estimated

indicative

person-months *)
	Used

indicative

person-months *)
	Lead

contractor



	D5 :
	Mirror Groups
	3
	June’05
	Jul’07
	10
	13
	1

	D6 :
	Feed back from Mirror Groups
	3
	Dec’05
	April’06
	
	
	1


*) if available

Table 2: Milestones List

	Milestone

no.
	Milestone name
	Workpackage

No.
	Date due
	Actual

delivery date
	Lead contractor


	M5 :
	Recommendations on FP7
	3
	Feb’05
	Feb’05, Dec’06 March’07
	1


M5: Input to FP7 and the Work programmes of FP7 has been given continuously. See above for more details.
WP4 – Monitor and Revise the Action Plan, Future of TP
· Work package objectives and starting point of work at beginning of reporting period

The objective of the 4th WP is to Monitor and Revise the Action Plan, and to identify options for the TP beyond the current SSA.
· Progress towards objectives – tasks worked on and achievements made with reference to planned objectives, identify contractors involved

The objective has been met through:
· Reworking of the SRA and the Action Plan 2010 (Jun’07)

· Working group meetings to arrange and achieve this

· Science writer reworked text to make it more comprehensible to the general public.

· Two workshops:
· Molecular Farming, Aachen, DE (Jan’06)  draft whitepaper submitted with the hardcopy of the report
· Feed Value Chain, Copenhagen, DK (Jun’07)

· A Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe (Oct’06)

· Online survey which received 280 responses and research plans were submitted from 21 European nations, including the indicated partners a total of 42 nations. The survey was analysed by 4 panels resulting in a Summary and a detailed report. Summary is public and submitted with the report.
· Deviations from the project work programme, and corrective actions taken/suggested: identify the nature and the reason for the problem, identify contractors involved

There have been no deviations or corrective actions taken or suggested except for the 6 months cost-neutral extension of the contract which of course means that the reports are submitted 6 months later as well.
· List of deliverables, including due date and actual/foreseen submission date (Table 1)

Table 1: Deliverables List

	Del.

no.
	Deliverable name
	Work package

no.
	Date due


	Actual

delivery date
	Estimated

indicative

person-months *)
	Used

indicative

person-months *)
	Lead

Contractor



	D7
	Revised Action Plan
	4
	Oct’06
	June’07
	9
	13
	1


*) if available

Table 2: Milestones List

List all milestones, giving date of achievement and any proposed revision to plans.

	Milestone

No.
	Milestone name
	Work package

no.
	Date due
	Actual

delivery date
	Lead contractor


	M6
	Workshop 1-4, 5
	4
	May’06, June’06
	June’07
	1

	M7
	Draft Action Plan 2010 and options for TP beyond SSA
	4
	Aug’06
	June’07
	1


M6: - Working group meetings took place to incorporate the comments into the SRA and the Action Plan 2010. 

- Molecular Farming, Aachen (Jan’06) – white paper submitted in hardcopy with report (confidential)

- Feed Value chain, Copenhagen (June’07) – white paper on the way, outline submitted in hardcopy with report

- Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe (Oct’06) – Summary report submitted as hard-copy with report.
M7: - SRA and Action Plan 2010 (25 June’07)

- Memorandum on the future of the Plant TP, articulated by Future working group (May’07). Based on this a decision to continue the Plant TP beyond the SSA through Stakeholder funding till end of 2007 (Jul’07). Good spirited discussions on the future of the Plant TP beyond 2007 currently ongoing.

WP 5 – Wind down SSA

· Work package objectives and starting point of work at beginning of reporting period

The objective of the 5th WP is to wind down the SSA.
· Progress towards objectives – tasks worked on and achievements made with reference to planned objectives, identify contractors involved
The objective has been achieved through:
· Audit of accounts (5 Sep’07)
· All payments done (6 Sep’07)
· Reports submitted to EC (13 Sep’07)
· Deviations from the project work programme, and corrective actions taken/suggested: identify the nature and the reason for the problem, identify contractors involved
There have been no deviations or corrective actions taken or suggested except for the 6 months cost-neutral extension of the contract which of course means that the reports are submitted 6 months later as well.
· List of deliverables, including due date and actual/foreseen submission date (Table 1)

Table 1: Deliverables List

	Del.

no.
	Deliverable name
	Work package

no.
	Date due


	Actual

delivery date
	Estimated

indicative

person-months *)
	Used

indicative

person-months *)
	Lead

Contractor



	D8
	Finalise all payments and obligations and Report to the EC
	5
	Jan’07
	13 Sep’07
	3
	2
	1


*) if available

Table 2: Milestones List

List all milestones, giving date of achievement and any proposed revision to plans.

	Milestone

No.
	Milestone name
	Work package

no.
	Date due
	Actual

delivery date
	Lead contractor


	M8
	All public information on the website
	5
	Dec’06
	July’07
	1


M8: All public information is available on the web. www.PlantsfortheFuture.eu 

Section 3 – Consortium management

The TP Secretariat consists of the project co-ordinators (designated by EPSO = 1st Coordinator and EuropaBio = 2nd coordinator) to run the project, supported by an Executive assistant.

Responsibilities: 

· General organisation of this SSA

· Organisation of workshops in co-operation with chairs, though they should bear final responsibility for workshop program and content

· Guarantee smooth information flow between participants and the Steering Council 

· Overall budget responsibility, refunding in agreement and under the control of the secretariat

· Report to the EC

Overall Project Management is the responsibility of both Coordinators, and includes financial and personnel management of the whole project, organisation of general meetings, specific progress and milestone meetings and all communication with the Commission. The second partner is responsible for the project management of its particular tasks and contributions to the WP’s. The final report covers the entire 38 months of the SSA. The coordinators monitored the progress in the SSA and proposed to the Steering Council any changes (personnel, resources, meetings etc.) necessary to reach the objectives of the SSA and if possible improve the outcome of the SSA.

Management of resources: the first coordinator (EPSO) received and allocated the grant from the Commission and will refund the second partner upon regular invoicing, as the EU contribution for these costs is available. Both partners are responsible for their own administration of expenses and ensure that their respective administrations can be audited according to standards accepted by the Commission.  

A Collaboration Agreement is not applicable to the SSA as all material and knowledge generated belong to EuropaBio and EPSO. Reports and recommendations are public knowledge with free access.

Reporting: Both project coordinators report to the Steering Council. 

Workpackages – Plan and Status Barchart 

	Project years
	1st 

Jun’04 – May’05
	2nd 

Jun’05 – May’06
	3rd 
Jun’06 – Jul’07

	Project reporting periods
	1st reporting period:

Jun’04 – Sep’05
	2nd reporting period:

Oct’05 – Jan’07

	Project months
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10
	12
	14
	16
	18
	20
	22
	24
	26
	28
	30
	32
	34
	36
	38

	WP 1: Estab. Stakeholder Forum: Groups + Com of the TP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 1: 1st Structure TP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 2: Mature Structure TP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WP 2: Articul. coherent   SRA 2025 and      AP 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 3: SRA*)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 4: AP 2010 (vers. 1)*)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WP 3: Collaborate w. Policy Makers and Private investors to impl AP 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 5: Estab. Mirror Groups*)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 6: First feedback from MG on        SRA 2025 and AP2010*)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WP 4: Monitor + Revise AP, Future of TP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 7: Rev. AP 2010*)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WP 5: Wind down SSA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Del 8: Fin. Payments+oblig+EC report*)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*) This time does not reflect the time of the executive assistant, but the time needed by all people who were contributing in kind. Due to the high interest in the Strategic Research Agenda, and continuous contributions from outside stakeholders, the time-frame of the SSA had to be extended. This was done in agreement with the scientific officer through a 6 months cost-neutral extension.
Section 4 – Other issues

Projects which were subject to requirements and/or recommendations concerning ethical issues

During contract negotiations there were no actions concerning ethical issues in the project’s work agreed. 

However the Stakeholders Proposal for SRA contains one chapter on ethical issues (Challenge 4, Goal four: Ethics, legal and financial environment: Ethics) which are available in Part 2 of the Stakeholders Proposal for a SRA (on pages 88-92 in part 2, on website: http://www.epsoweb.org/catalog/TP/docs/SRA-II.PDF). 

The Strategic Research Agenda, revised and improved, also contains one chapter on ethical issues (Challenge 5 Goal two: Ethics and food security) which is available in Part 2 of the SRA. 

http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/Launch_25June07/SRA%20PART%20II%2024%206%2007%20final.pdf
Annex I – Final Plan for using and disseminating the knowledge

Section 1 – Exploitable knowledge and its Use
This is not applicable to this project, as it only produces advice for policy makers, but doesn’t produce exploitable knowledge.

Section 2 – Dissemination of knowledge

Agreed in the SSA Contract was:

	Knowledge generated
	Use
	Dissemination

	Strategic Research Agenda
	SSA, 

meetings with policy makers in MSs.
	Public: web, printed (1000); translated by EC

	Action Plan 2010 Vs 1
	Inside SSA / TP: discussed in meetings with policy makers in MSs
	Restricted: e-mail


20 year Vision

Responding to the considerable interest in this project, the co-ordinators in agreement with the scientific officer to this project decided to improve the layout and print 7000 additional copies of the original “Plants for the Future…Vision paper”. 2000 were printed as part of this project, and 5000 were printed by the EC itself. All of these have been distributed, and additional copies will be printed in the 2nd part of this project.

In addition, the vision paper was translated and published in French and German by the EC and the project and in Hungarian by the Hungarian EPSO members.

This is an additional result of this project.
Stakeholder Proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda 2025, incl. Action Plan 2010

A series of four workshops of interested stakeholders that were chaired by members of the TP Steering Council lead to the Stakeholder Proposal for a SRA 2025 and Action Plan 2010 that were published on July 5th, 2005. 

In addition to these workshops many more interested stakeholders (some 200 people) asked to be involved in the development of the SRA. 

This is an additional result of this project.

Due to the high interest in the work and publications of the TP the co-ordinators in agreement with the scientific officer decided to organise a press conference to launch the Stakeholders proposal for SRA.

Speakers at the press conference recognising the progress made by the TP were Mr. Janez Potočnik, Commissioner for Research, Development, Technology and Innovation, Mr. Giles Chichester MEP, Chairman of ITRE European Parliament, and members of the Steering Council.

This is an additional result of this project.

In order to make the SRA available to the broader public the co-ordinators in agreement with the scientific officer decided to use a professional science writer to convert the technical text into a form appealing to the broader public including policy makers. 

This is an additional result of this project.

Professionals designed the part 1 of the Stakeholders Proposal for SRA and 5000 brochures were printed (instead of only 1000 foreseen in the original proposal).

In this way the 2 coordinators agreed together with the scientific officer of the project to use saved resources for dissemination activities as already explained in the contract to this SSA:  layout, printing of Vision paper, used professional science writer for SRA, press conference to launch Stakeholders Proposal to SRA, press releases, professional layout SRA, flyer, etc.

Therefore actually performed during the course of the SSA was much more then proposed: 

	Knowledge generated
	Use
	Dissemination

	Vision paper
	SSA

Meetings with policy makers

Among stakeholders (academia, industry, farmers etc.)
	Public, from June’04 on:

- online

- printed brochure (8000)

- Press Conference to launch (hosted by EC)
- translated as brochure in DE, FR (EC + this project), HU (EPSO Hungarian members)

	Stakeholders Proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda
	SSA

Meetings with policy makers in MSs

Meetings with European Parliament

Among stakeholders (academia, industry, farmers etc.)


	Public, from 5.7.2005 on: 

- all 3 parts online

- part 1 as printed brochure (5000)

- Press conference to launch the paper. This was web-broadcasted and is available on DVD
- Disseminated at the Member State consultations, conferences etc. 

	Action Plan 2010 Vs 1
	This is part 3 of the SRA. 

= as above
	

	1 page on TP
	Several hundreds printed on request
	Public, from Aug’04 on:

- online

- printed page

	Journal of Experimental Botany – Article “European plant science: a field of opportunities”
	
	

	Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe – Summary Report
	To give input to the FP7 Work Programmes and as input to the SRA and AP 2010 Vs 2
	Public: web

- sent to EC, Dir FAB and ERA-PG

	Strategic Research Agenda
	TP Steering Council and EPSO representatives for use when meeting with policy makers in the Member States
	Public, from 25 June 2007 

- web
Launch event in the European Parliament

- Summary brochure printed (10.000)
- Distributed to SCAR Committee, EAR-PG

- Will be distributed at major plant conferences during 2007/08


	Action Plan 2010 Vs 2
	Same as for SRA
	


Section 3 - Publishable results

This is not applicable to this project, as it only produces advice for policy makers, but doesn’t produce exploitable knowledge.

All documents produced during this project (see Annex II.6, p30) are publicly available – see section 2
Annex II – additional information provided with the 1st report

Annex II.1 Members of the Steering Council, incl. chair and vice-chairs

	Michel CABOCHE
	INRA Versailles, INRA-CNRS Plant Genomics Evry

	Yuri GLEBA
	Icon Genetics

	Jean-Claude GUILLON   = Vice-chair
	COGECA, Limagrain

	John Hodgson
	Critical I, Nature Biotechnology

	Hans KAST                     = Chair
	BASF Plant Science Holding GmbH

	Ralf-Michael SCHMIDT
	

	Markwart KUNZ
	Südzucker AG

	Matthias MOSER
	

	Chris LAMB
	John Innes Centre Norwich

	David LAWRENCE
	Syngenta International AG

	Andrzej LEGOCKI
	Academy of Sciences Poland

	Karin METZLAFF
	European Pant Science Organisation, EPSO

	Nathalie MOLL
	EuropaBio, Plant Biotechnology Unit

	Reinhard NEHLS
	KWS, PLANTA

	Vincent PETIARD
	Nestlé Research Centre

	Christophe ROTURIER
	ARVALIS - Institut du Végétal 

	Jochen SCHIEMANN
	Federal Biological Research Center for Agriculture and Forestry

 - Institute for Plant Virology, Microbiology and Biosafety

	Ulrich SCHURR
	EPSO, Institute for Phytosphere, Jülich Research Centre

	Willem STIEKEMA
	ERA-NET Plant Genomics

	Mark STITT
	Max-Planck-Institute for Molecular Plant Physiology Golm

	Dick TOET
	Unilever

	Michiel VAN LOOKEREN-CAMPAGNE
	Bayer Cropscience, BioScience

	Marc CORNELISSEN
	

	Konstantin von Teuffel
	National Forest Research Institutes, NFRI, 

European Forest Institute, EFI

	Frank Peter WOLTER
	ESA, GABI, Patent and License Department GVS, Germany

	t.b.a.
	European Policy Center 


Consultants to the Steering Council:
Simon BRIGHT, Horticulture Research International, HRI
Bernard CONVENT, Consultant on behalf of industry           
Observers to the Steering Council:
Timothy HALL, EC DG Research, Directorate E: Biotechnology, Agriculture and Food

Alfredo AGUILAR ROMANILLOS, EC DG Research, Directorate E: Biotechnology, Agriculture and Food

Waldemar KUETT, EC DG Research, Directorate C: European Research Area: Knowledge-based economy

Jacques REMACLE, EC DG Research, Directorate F : Health

Advisory Council

Dick FLAVELL,
Ceres Inc., former John Innes Centre Norwich

Mohamed H.A. HASSAN, Third World Academy of Sciences TWAS

Sylvie MOTARD, United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP office Brussels

Pierre PAGESSE, General Confederation of Agricultural Co-operatives in the European Union, COGECA, Limagrain

Annex II.2 Members of the secretariat

	Member
	Function
	Affiliation 

	Karin METZLAFF
	1st coordinator
	European Pant Science Organisation, EPSO

	Nathalie MOLL
	2nd coordinator
	EuropaBio, Plant Biotechnology Unit (replaced Simon BARBER who is no longer with EuropaBio)

	AnnaKarin HEDIN
	Executive assistant
	EPSO and EuropaBio


Annex II.3 Members of the mirror groups

European Parliament Mirror Group 

	Member
	Function in mirror group
	Affiliation 

	Mr Giles Chichester
	Chair
	UK – conservative - ITRE 

	Philippe Busquin
	Member
	BE – socialist - ITRE

	Jorgo Chatzimarkakis
	
	DE – liberal - ITRE

	Densmore Dover
	
	UK – conservative - ITRE

	Robert Goebbels
	
	LU – socialist - BUDGET

	John Purvis
	
	Scotland – conservative - vice-chair BUDGET

	Paul Ruebig
	
	AU – conservative - BUDGET

	Nikos Vakalis
	
	GR – conservative - ITRE

	Peter Baco
	MEPs that have expressed and interest in the Plant ETP and the EP mirror group.
	SK – none - AGRI

	Philip Bushill-Matthews
	
	UK – conservative - Employment, social affairs

	Jerzy Buzek
	
	PL – conservative - ITRE

	Simon Coveney
	
	IRL – socialist - AFET, PECH, IMCO

	Avril Doyle
	
	IRL – conservative - PECH, ENVI, ITRE

	Lena Ek
	
	SE – liberal – ITRE

	Christofer Fjellner
	
	SE – conservative - Internat. Trade; BUDGET

	Angelika Niebler
	
	DE – conservative - ITRE 

	Javier Pomés
	
	ES – conservative - DEBE, CONT, BUDG, IMCO


European Commission Mirror Group 

Please refer to Observers in Annex II.1
Member States Mirror Group
The Plant ETP is relevant for three different ministries in the Member States which are dealing with Science, Industry and Agriculture. As a part of the Consultations we asked for contacts from these different ministries.

- Austria
Dr. Irene GABRIEL, Bundesministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft und Kultur
Dr. Anita SILMBROD, Bundesministerium für Land- und Forstwirtschaft, Umwelt und Wasserwirtschaft
Dipl.Ing. Theodor ZILLNER, Bundesministerium für Verkehr, Innovation und Technologie
- Bulgaria

Mrs. Maria Karadimova, Ministry of Environment and Waters

Mrs. Marina Boisova, Ministry of Science and Education

Prof. Atanas Atanassov, National Centre of Agricultural Science

Mr. Branimir Handjiev, representative of Bulgarian Industrial Association
- Czech Republic

ing. Jiří Stehlík, PhD, Ministry of Agriculture
ing. Karel Bláha, PhD, Ministry of Environment
- Denmark

Charlotte Pedersen, Ministry of Science, technology and Innovation, Center for Analysis and Politics. 

Bruno Hansen, Head of Danish Council for research Policy 

Niels Gøtke, Head of department, research and Development, Directorate for Food, Fisheries and Agri Business, Danish Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 

Lene Lange, Vice Head of Danish Strategic Research Council 

- Estonia: t.b.a.

- Finland: t.b.a.
- France: t.b.a.
- Germany
Jürgen Roemer-Mähler / Prof. Dr. Frank Laplace, Federal Ministry of Education, and Education (BMBF)

Friedel Cramer, Federal Ministry of Nutrition, Agriculture, and Consumer Affairs (BMELV)

- Hungary: t.b.a.
- Ireland: t.b.a.
- The Netherlands:  t.b.a.
- Norway

Steinar Bergseth, Research Council Norway
Adviser Stine Wohl Sem, Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

Johan C. Løken, Chairman of the board of Graminor Ltd.
- Portugal: t.b.a.
- Slovakia: t.b.a.
- Slovenia

Mrs. Jana Erjavec, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
Mrs. Dr. Darja Stanič Racman, Ministry of Environment and Spatial planning
Mrs. Barbara Zalar, Ministry of Higher education, Science and Technology

- Sweden

Lars Espeby, Senior Administrative Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Affairs

- Switzerland

Willie Gruissem, ETH Zürich, Switzerland 

- UK

Dr Sue Armfield, Head of Agri-business, Pant and Marine Bioscience, Bioscience Unit, DTI

Dr Tim Willis, International Branch, BBSRC

Dr Bruno Veigas, Unit Arable Crops & Farming Systems Science, Defra 

Dr Zoe Davies, Unit Livestock Science, Defra 

Dr. David Coates MSc. Ph.D MBA

General EU RTD policy link if appropriate 

Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Science Strategy and International Division. EU & International Directorate 

Annex II.4 Member State consultations 

Annex II.4.1
Overview of Consultations
	Country
	Consultation
	Feedback to TP

	 
	Format

- meeting or online

- date (s)
	Coordinator + guests TP
	
	Received

	[image: image3.png]


Austria
	24 Jun + 10 Nov’05
	Josef Gloesl + Karin Metzlaff + Diermar Gruell
	
	Yes

	[image: image4.png]


Bulgaria
	1 Feb’06
	Atanas Atanassov

	
	Yes

	[image: image5.png]


Czech Republic
	16-17 Sept’05
	Ivana Machackova + Yuri Gleba
	
	Yes

	[image: image6.png]


Denmark
	25 Nov’05
	John Mundy, Claus Andersen + Marc Zabeau
	
	Yes

	[image: image7.png]


Estonia
	17 Nov’05
	Erkki Truve

	
	Yes

	[image: image8.png]


Finland
	15 Jun + 6 Oct’05
	Reetta Kettunen + Karin Metzlaff
	
	Yes

	[image: image9.png]


France
	5 Dec’05
	Michel Caboche

	
	Yes

	[image: image10.png]


Germany
	24 Jan’06
	Reinhard Nehls

	
	Yes

	[image: image11.png]


Hungary
	22 Nov’05
	Denes Dudits

	
	Yes

	[image: image12.png]


Ireland
	Online consultation, deadline 31 Oct’05
	Charles Spillane
	
	Yes

	[image: image13.png]


Italy
	 16 Oct’06
	Paolo Constantino

	
	No

	[image: image14.png]


The Netherlands
	With other meetings
	Pierre de Wit
	
	Yes

	[image: image15.png]


Norway
	8  Dec’05
	Odd-Arne Rognli + Karin Metzlaff
	
	Yes

	[image: image16.png]


Portugal
	16 Jun + 3 Nov’05
	Maria Pais + Marc Zabeau

	
	Yes

	[image: image17.png]


Slovakia
	8 Nov’05
	Anna Pretova

	
	Yes

	[image: image18.png]


Slovenia
	Consultation by Email
	Vladimir Meglic
	
	Yes

	[image: image19.png]


Sweden
	12 Oct’05
	Ralf-Michael Schmidt + Hans Kast
	
	Yes

	[image: image20.png]


Switzerland
	15-16 March’06
	Wilhelm Gruissem
	
	Yes

	[image: image21.png]


UK
	13 Dec’05
	Simon Bright, Michael Bevan, Chris Lamb + Karin Metzlaff
	
	Yes


Some countries worked via other means of communication, such as online consultation using a website forum:

Ireland

Electronic survey www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=389611379212
Finland


www.gmfoorumi.fi/
Participation in 14 countries:

% of participation of stakeholders [FI: result of both meetings put together]
	
	Absolute
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%

	Country
	All
	Public research org
	Industry
	Farmers
	Food ind, retail ..
	Other NGOs
	Nat / region

Min and admin
	Other

	AT
	104
	60
	7
	8
	2
	4
	11
	8

	BG
	12
	58
	0
	0
	0
	17
	25
	0

	CZ
	58
	76
	5
	0
	10
	5
	4
	0

	DK
	50
	80
	10
	0
	0
	0
	10
	0

	ET
	23
	86,5
	4,5
	4,5
	0
	4,5
	0
	0

	FI
	32
	67
	12
	3
	0
	6
	12
	0

	DE
	210
	40
	28
	2
	2
	3
	17
	8

	IE web
	100
	47
	22*
	**
	*
	4**
	28
	0

	NO
	58
	41
	29
	0
	0
	8
	22
	0

	PT
	38
	80
	10
	0
	0
	0
	10
	0

	SV web
	218
	29
	50
	5
	10
	4
	2
	0

	SE
	37
	25
	20
	5
	5
	20
	25
	0

	CH
	70
	100
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	UK
	53
	42
	4
	2
	0
	2
	3
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total %
	100 %
	53,1 %
	26,1 %
	2,7 %
	4,3 %
	11,4 %
	2,3 %
	53,1 %

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FI 1.meet
	30
	70
	13
	3
	0
	0
	13
	0

	FI 2.meet
	6
	67
	0
	0
	0
	33
	0
	0


( Taking all ind together and calculating absolute numbers participants, from all these shares of stakeholders

	
	Abs
	Abs
	Abs
	Àbs
	Abs
	Abs
	Abs
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%

	Country
	All
	Public res org
	Ind
	Farm
	Other 
NGOs
	Nat / region

Min and admin
	Other
	Public res org
	Ind
	Farm
	Other 
NGOs
	Nat / region

Min and admin
	Other

	AT
	104
	62
	10
	8
	4
	12
	8
	60
	9
	8
	4
	11
	8

	BG
	12
	7
	0
	0
	2
	3
	0
	58
	0
	0
	17
	25
	0

	CZ
	58
	44
	9
	-
	3
	2
	-
	76
	15
	0
	5
	4
	0

	DK
	50
	40
	5
	-
	-
	5
	-
	80
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0

	ET
	23
	20
	1
	1
	1
	-
	-
	86,5
	4,5
	4,5
	4,5
	0
	0

	FI
	36
	25
	4
	1
	2
	4
	-
	67
	12
	3
	6
	12
	0

	DE
	201
	80
	60
	4
	6
	34
	16
	40
	30
	2
	3
	17
	8

	IE web
	100
	47
	22
	**
	4**
	28
	-
	47
	22
	**
	4**
	28
	0

	NO
	58
	23
	17
	-
	5
	13
	-
	41
	29
	0
	8
	22
	0

	PT
	38
	30
	4
	-
	-
	4
	-
	80
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0

	SV web
	218
	63
	131
	11
	9
	4
	-
	29
	60
	5
	4
	2
	0

	SE
	37
	9
	9
	2
	8
	9
	-
	25
	25
	5
	20
	25
	0

	CH
	70
	70
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	UK
	53
	42
	4
	2
	2
	3
	-
	42
	4
	2
	2
	3
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total abs
	1058
	562
	276
	29
	46
	121
	24
	53,1
	26,1
	2,7
	4,3
	11,4
	2,3

	Total %
	100
	53,1
	26,1
	2,7
	4,3
	11,4
	2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FI 1.meet
	30
	21
	4
	1
	0
	4
	0
	70
	13
	3
	0
	13
	0

	FI 2.meet
	6
	4
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	67
	0
	0
	33
	0
	0


No consultation took place in the following countries:

Belgium, Bulgaria, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Rumania, Spain, Luxembourg
Annex II.4.2 
Questionnaire for feed back to the TP

Guideline for response:

Please reply general and specific comments for your country. These 

· should be in the frame of the vision paper  / Strategic Research Agenda only, 

· contribute to a broad EU view, 

· and should contribute to the development of the sector.

Part I represents a helicopter view on the Strategic Research Agenda. This broad view should remain coherent and balanced. 

Please do not alter the structure of Part II, rather add comments / amendments.

The SC acknowledges that this response can not officially be approved by a national body.

It will be the outcome of a targeted national consultation via a constructive dialogue, representing constructive ‘consensus’ of the stakeholders involved, so implementation can be supported.

The ETP Steering Council will consider the replies and consolidate them in the final Strategic Research Agenda 2025 as a consensus document.

To part I:

1. What is your general view on this SRA, PartI?

To part II:

2. Does your group have specific comments for Part II?

Do you agree with the goals? Are goals of European importance missing? If so, which?

Do you agree with the Deliverables and Work Packages? Is anything of European importance missing? If so, which?

a. Challenge 1

b. Challenge 2 

c. Challenge 3

d. Challenge 4

3. Do you want to add any specific priorities that are crucial for your country in this agenda for Europe to Part II? (limited, very specific)

Towards the implementation:

4. Do you support the implementation at EU level / national level as outlined in general for the coming 20 years (parts I and ii) and specifically for the coming 5 years (part III)?

5. Which activities relevant to this SRA are ongoing and / or planned in the near future in your country?

6. Do you agree with the proposals for Infrastructure? Is your country already contributing or willing to contribute to any of these financially? If so, to which and in which way?

Stakeholders involved in the consultation:

7. Who was involved/ consulted in your country? 

8. Who wrote this response? 

In addition you can add free text with comments / additional views to Part II.

Annex II.4.3
Austria as example for a consultation via meetings

	


	Gestalten Sie die europäische Forschungsagenda aktiv mit!

TECHNOLOGIEPLATTFORM 
"Plants for the Future"
	

	



Einladung zur Teilnahme am österreichischen Konsultationsprozess


	Allgemeines zur Plattform
	Österreichischer Konsultationsprozess
	Dokumente/Links


KICK-OFF Workshop
am 24. Juni 2005
von 14.30-17.00 Uhr
in der Wirtschaftskammer Wien

	Info
	Agenda
	Anmeldung


Allgemeines zu "Plants for the Future" 
Im Juni 2004 wurde von Kommissar Busquin gemeinsam mit der EPSO (European Plant Science Organisation) ein Visionspapier "Plants for the Future" präsentiert. Dieses zeigt das hohe Potenzial der Nutzung von Pflanzen in den verschiedenen Anwendungsgebieten auf und diskutiert den Forschungs- und Entwicklungsbedarf für die nächsten 20 Jahre sowie mögliche sozioökonomische Auswirkungen einer sich dadurch entwickelnden "Bio-based Economy". 
Diese Gruppe empfiehlt eine breite Zusammenarbeit aller "Stakeholder" - Forschung, Industrie, Landwirtschaft, Behörden, Konsumentenorganisationen etc. - in einer Partnerschaft mit dem Ziel die Forschung, Entwicklung und Innovation in Europa auf diesem Gebiet zu stärken und damit dem Konzept einer Bio-based Economy" näher zu kommen. 
Zu diesem Zweck wurde die Europäische Technologieplattform (ETP) "Plants for the Future" initiiert. Erstes Ziel dieser Technologieplattform ist die Entwicklung einer Strategischen Forschungsagenda 2025 (SRA) und des Entwurfs eines Spezifischen Aktionsplanes 2010 (AP) ("Stakeholders Proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda" verfügbar ab 5. Juli 2005 auf http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/TP%20launch_stakeholder_proposal.htm,), welche sowohl auf EU-Ebene wie auch auf Ebene der einzelnen Mitgliedstaaten interaktiv weiterentwickelt und in der Folge vor allem umgesetzt werden sollen.
Die SRA wird Vorschläge im Rahmen der generellen Ziele des Visionspapiers beinhalten, welche wie folgt zusammengefasst werden können:

· Gesunde und sichere Nahrungsmittel 

· Nachhaltige, landwirtschaftliche Produktion 

· Schutz der Umwelt, Sicherung der Landwirtschaft 

· Entwicklung einer neuen "bio-based" Industrie ("Grüne" Produkte) 

· Sicherstellung der Wettbewerbsfähigkeit der europäischen Agrar-, und Lebensmittel- sowie verwandter Industriezweige, des Angebots für die Konsumenten, bis hin zu 

· "Good Governance" in den genannten Zusammenhängen

Der österreichische Konsultationsprozess
Durch die Initiierung des österr. Konsultationsprozesses zum Vorschlag der Strategischen Forschungsagenda (SRA) von "Plants for the Future" haben die österreichischen Akteure auf diesem Gebiet die Möglichkeit aktiv zu diesem Vorschlag Stellung zu nehmen und an der endgültigen Gestaltung der SRA sowie an der Ausarbeitung des europäischen Aktionsplanes (AP) zu Forschung, Entwicklung und Innovation mitzuarbeiten.
Die wesentlichen Ziele des Konsultationsprozesses sind somit 

· Bildung der kritischen Masse an nationalen Akteuren (Industrie, Klein- und Mittelbetriebe, akademische Forschung, Konsumentenschutzorganisationen etc.) 

· Ausarbeitung einer nationalen Position zum Vorschlag der Strategischen Forschungsagenda und zum Entwurf der Aktionsplanes und Übermittlung derjenigen an den Europäischen Lenkungsausschuss der ETP "Plants for the Future"

Der Kick-off Workshop zum österreichischen Konsultationsprozess zu "Plants for the Future" fand statt am
24. Juni 2005, 14.30 - 17.00 Uhr,
Wirtschaftskammer Wien
Stubenring 8-10, Großer Saal, 1010 Wien
 (im Anschluss an die Veranstaltung "Die Technologieplattformen und das 7. EU-Forschungsrahmenprogramm") 

Wesentliches Ziel des Kick-off Workshops war es, vier thematische Arbeitsgruppen zu installieren, welche die österreichische Position zu den Entwürfen der STRATEGIC RESEARCH AGENDA 2025 und dem ACTION PLAN 2010 erarbeiten.
Weitere Interessentinnen und Interessenten aus allen "Stakeholdergruppen" sind eingeladen, sich an der Arbeit der Arbeitsgruppen zu beteiligen. Weitere Informationen dazu sowie Anmeldungen unter: bachler@oevaf.at 

Weiterer Ablauf des Konsultationsprozesses:
Erste Novemberhälfte 2005: Workshop zur Präsentation und Zusammenführung der Ergebnisse der Arbeitsgruppen
Bis Dezember 2005: Erstellung des Konsultationsberichtes an den Europäischen Lenkungsausschuss der TP „Plants for the Future“
2006: Integrationsworkshop(s) auf Europäischer Ebene zur Erarbeitung der Endversion der SRA 2025 und des AP 2010.



	Nähere Informationen zu "Plants for the Future":

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Josef Glößl
Institut für Angewandte Genetik und Zellbiologie
Dept. f. Angewandte Pflanzenwissenschaften und Pflanzenbiotechnologie
Tel. +43-1-36006-6351
E-mail: josef.gloessl@boku.ac.at

Infowebseite der BOKU zu "Plants for the Future" 
	Anmeldung/Organisation mit Zuteilung zu den 4 Arbeitsgruppen:

Dipl.-Ing. Alexander Bachler
Österreichische Vereinigung für Agrar-, Lebens- und Umweltwissenschaftliche Forschung - ÖVAF
Tel.: 0043 1 214 59 03 191
E-Mail: Bachler@oevaf.at


	Fragen zum 7.Rahmenprogramm und Technologieplattformen im biowissenschaftl. Bereich:

Mag. Birgit Steininger
FFG/Europäische und Internationale Programme
Biowissenschaften und -technologien
Tel: +43 (0) 5 77 55-4101
email: birgit.steininger@ffg.at 


Wichtige Dokumente und Links
VISION PAPER zu "Plants for the Future"
VORSCHLAG zur STRATEGIC RESEARCH AGENDA zu "Plants for the Future"
WEITERE INFORMATIONEN zu "Plants for the Future" (EPSO Webseite) 
WEITERE INFORMATIONEN zu "Plants for the Future" (BOKU Webseite) 
ALLGEMEINE INFORMATIONEN zu Europäischen Technologieplattformen (Website der Europäischen Kommission) 

Annex II.4.4
Ireland as example for an online consultation

The complete electronic survey is available at www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=389611379212 .

Below provided is extracted information from that site to give an impression of the information provided and the questions asked.
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	  Ireland’s "Plants for the future" National Consultation Survey 


	  1. Introduction



The European Union Member States agreed at the Lisbon Summit (2000) to make the EU "the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-driven economy by 2010”. This ambition will require a stronger research base within the EU and concerted efforts to make European science more attractive to private investment in research and innovation. 
To fulfil this ambition, EU Member States have made a commitment to increase research investment from the current level of 1.9% of GDP to 3% of GDP by 2010, of which 2/3 should be funded by the private sector. This commitment is one of a series of actions outlined in the Commission’s Action Plan entitled "Investing in research: an Action plan for Europe." 
The key instruments for achieving these targets are Technology Platforms, which will bring together the main stakeholders around key technologies in order to devise and implement a common strategy for the development, deployment and use of technologies in Europe. 
The “Plants for the Future” Technology Platform” brings together relevant stakeholders: researchers, policy-makers, environmental and consumer groups, industry and farmers to: 

· refine a research vision for plant science in Europe 

· identify strategic priorities for plant research in Europe 

· define and support the implementation of a coherent and dynamic research agenda for plant science in Europe

Two key outputs have so far been generated by the Plants for the Future platform: 

· The Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) – which outlines research priorities for the next 20 years (2005-2025) 

· Action plan – which details research endeavours in European plant research for the 2006-2010 period

These outputs are currently under discussion in all EU Member States as the "Plants for the Future" proposal now moves into its consultation phase - involving 22 nations in 19 countries- and the consultation will last until the end of 2005. The following e-survey questionnaire aims to consult with key stakeholders in Ireland to provide inputs and priorities for European plant research. 
This questionnaire will take ~30 minutes to complete and allows you to provide inputs on what you and your colleagues consider to be the main priorities for European Plant research, particularly from an Irish perspective. 
The results of this questionnaire will be collated into a national discussion document on plant research and provided as an input to the finalisation of the Plants for the Future SRA & Action Plan, which is expected to be an integral component of future Framework 7 activities in plant research. 

	  2. Background to the National Consultation 


	


Ireland is committed to working closely with the European Commission to increase investment in plant research & development (R&D) that supports social and economic objectives. Ireland's research investment targets are outlined in " Building Ireland's Knowledge Economy - The Irish Action Plan for Increasing R&D to 2010 ", and include increasing R&D spending to 2.5% of GNP by 2010 from its current level of 1.4%, and entail a significant commitment to R&D investment from industry across all sectors, including plant research.
The purpose of this National Consultation on "Plants for the Future" is to provide a broad input for the finalisation of the Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) of the Technology Platform for European Plant Science, and also to determine the level of interest and support of Irish stakeholders for the implementation of the Strategic Research Agenda & Action Plan for European plant research. 
The Research Agenda and Action Plan will address four major challenges: 

· Challenge one:   Healthy, safe and sufficient food and feed 

· Challenge two:   Sustainable agriculture, forestry and landscape 

· Challenge three: Green products 

· Challenge four:   Competiveness, consumer choice and governance 

The output of this National Consultation will be a report (based on replies & inputs received) in December 2005 highlighting the national position/inputs regarding the Strategic Research Agenda & Action Plan. The report will also include an assessment of the level of interest and support in Ireland for the SRA's objectives and actions, and possible recommendations for amendments or re-prioritisation, taking into account specific national circumstances, such as the specific role of the industrial, agricultural or other sectors in this country and the expertise/capacity of its plant research community. 

	 No 3 – 27: Specific questions

Examples of questions in the online questionnaire – each is followed by various options 

(yes, no, do not know .. and then reason for each answer chosen is asked):


	


1. Is there a need for a European Plant Research Strategy 2010-2025?
2. Do you agree that the following challenges are important for plant research in Europe?

3. Where answered no to above, please indicate why not and for which challenge(s)?

4. Does Ireland have sufficient research capacity in plant research to contribute to addressing the following challenges?

5. Where answered no to above, please indicate why not and for which challenge(s)

6. What priority are the following challenges for plant-research in Ireland? 
7. What priority are the following challenges for plant-research at a European level?

8. Are there any challenges omitted (apart from the 4 challenges above) that should be included for Irish plant research?

9. Are there any challenges omitted (apart from the 4 challenges above) that should be included for European plant research?

National Consultation Survey- Challenge 1- goal 1

Questions for each such goal are:

10. Do you agree with this goal?
12. Are there plant R & D activities for this goal underway in Ireland?

13. Are there other plant research priorities for this goal?

14. Where answered yes to above, please indicate which level(s) and specify the priorities
…

	  28.  National Consultation Survey – Capacity for research


	

	  29. National Consultation Survey- Respondent Profile


	  30. Thank You



Output 
The results of this consultation will be compiled into a national discussion document on plant research which will be circulated to all stakeholders contacted and provided as an input to the finalisation of the “Plants for the Future” SRA and Action Plan. 

Thank You

We are very appreciative of your time and your efforts in responding to this survey and will of course keep your inputs strictly confidential.

Annex II.5 Code of Conduct 

On 20 June 2004 a Group of Personalities, together with Commissioner Busquin, presented a 2025 European vision for plants genomics and biotechnology “Plants for the Future”. The Group recommends developing a long term commitment by all stakeholders - industry, research organisations and academia, farmers, regulators, consumers and other relevant groups – to work in close partnership and in a pragmatic, non-dogmatic manner and on the basis of consensus with the aim of strengthening research, development and innovation efforts in Europe.

Following the presentation of the joint vision paper, a European Technology Platform (ETP) “Plants for the future” has been established, led by EPSO (European Plant Sciences Organisation) and EuropaBio (European Bioindustries Organisation) and integrating stakeholders, academia, industry, farmers, consumers, environmental groups, regulators, experts from communication, finance, education, policy and NGOs. The scope and extent of the ETP “Plants for the Future” should be focussed on the development of a joint and long-term strategy for European plant genomics and biotechnology research.  The overall goal would be to strengthen and reorganise research and development efforts in Europe and improve synergy between EU, national and private research efforts. The objectives should be set out in a long term perspective, not limited to the context of the 7th Framework Programme, but going far beyond that. 

The strategic research agenda should support the general aims and objectives of the vision paper: 

· Secure a healthy and safe food and feed supply, 

· Develop sustainable agricultural production, while preserving the landscape

· Develop new products for the bio-based industry

· Ensuring Europe’s competitiveness and consumer choice.

Mission

1. The primary mission of the ETP “Plants for the Future” is to establish and carry forward a Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) that will influence all European stakeholders in the planning of research programmes, particularly national and EU programmes. The Strategic Research Agenda is addressed to the Member States, European institutions and all relevant stakeholders.

2. To this purpose, the activities of the ETP “Plants for the Future” will include:

· Develop, approve and stimulate the implementation of a Strategic Research Agenda;

· Evaluate the overall results and benefits of the Strategic Research Agenda for Member States, the Commission and stakeholders groups ;

· Recommend measures for optimising the use of existing research infrastructures and achieving cost-effective investments in such infrastructures;

· Recommend measures for improving educational policies to attract young people to work as scientists, engineers and develop the skills that the sector needs;

· Develop and implement a communications strategy to promote awareness of the Strategic Research Agenda (within the stakeholders' community as well as to larger public audiences) and to disseminate information on stakeholders’ research programmes for facilitating consensus on priorities.
Membership

3. The TP “Plants for the future” will include representation of all relevant stakeholders.

4. Members will be authoritative individuals with decision-making capability in the sector that are able to contribute with significant advice and to influence the stakeholders in planning research programmes.

5. The TP “Plants for the future” Steering Council will be composed of between 20-25 members.

6. Members will be drawn from the stakeholders listed hereunder. Each stakeholder will appoint the members representing it. Stakeholders should reach consensus to facilitate a balanced composition of the TP “Plants for the future” with regard to members nationalities and stakeholder groups:

· Industry; both representing the industrial organisations, but also individual companies

· Biotechnology industry; such as EuropaBio, but also individual companies; 

· Seed and plant breeding industry; such as ESA (European Seed Association), but also individual companies;

· Food and feed industries; such as CIAA, but also individual companies; 

· Chemical, pharmaceutical and other industries – both current and future – that are producing, managing, processing and using agricultural or plant resources;

· Agricultural sector, such as farmers and co-operatives, both representing relevant associations, such as Copa-Cogeca, but also companies, organisations and smaller associations;

· Research establishments and academia, both representing scientific organisations, such as EPSO, but also independent experts and representatives of large plant research organisations;

· Other groupings such as

· Consumer organisations;

· Environmental organisations

· Organisations with expertise in regulation, finance, communication, education, policy etc.

· and other relevant, possibly non-government organisations;

If necessary, new stakeholders may be added, with the agreement of a simple majority of the existing members of the Steering Council. 

7. Members will be appointed for a 3-year term and may be reappointed. Members will serve in a personal capacity; the appointment of substitutes is not envisaged. Members should represent the collective view of their stakeholder group, not their own company or institute.

8. The members will select a Chairperson and a maximum of four Vice-Chairpersons from amongst themselves, ensuring a balanced representation of all stakeholders. They will serve for a 1-year period and may be reappointed. 

· On 31 May’05 were elected:

· Chair: Hans Kast (industry); 

· Vice-Chairs: Marc Zabeau (research), and Jean-Claude Guillon (agricultural sector)

9. The functions exercised by the members, Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons will not be subject to remunerations. 

Observers

10. Observer positions may be identified to complement the Steering Council. The number of positions cannot exceed 15 % of the total number of members.

11. Nominations are proposed for approval to the Steering Council by the Chairperson, in agreement with the Vice-chairpersons and in consultation with the Commission.

12. Observers can attend all Steering Council meetings. They can intervene during these meetings on request of the Chairperson. 

13. The Commission, Member States representatives (of MS mirror group – to be established), and MEPs can participate as observers to the platform. 

Organisation and operation.

14. The TP “Plants for the future” is composed of an Advisory Group, the Steering Council, Working Groups and a Secretariat. 

15. The Advisory Group is composed of the members of the Group of Personalities and shall provide general advice and guidance to the operation of the TP and should be consulted in strategic decision making and should express support to the recommendations of the TP.

16. The Steering Council is the decision making body and executive arm of the TP and as such is responsible for all activities of the TP. Decisions should be taken at the consensus level, wherever possible. Each Member of the Steering Council will have one vote and decision will be taken with a simple majority (two thirds) of all votes should consensus not be achieved..
Meetings of Steering Council will be held periodically, at least once a year. The Steering Council will submit the Strategic Research Agenda and its positions, opinions, recommendations and reports to the Member States, the Commission and all stakeholders. Copies of these records will be made available to the public upon request. A yearly executive summary of its operations will be sent to the relevant Commission services, the Member States Mirror Group and the Chairmen of the ITRE committee of the European Parliament.

17. In performing the functions of its mission, the Steering Council will be supported by a Secretariat (Sec), established by EPSO and EuropaBio. 

18. The elected Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Steering Council will support and guide the Secretariat in the overall planning and co-ordination of the activities of the Platform, and in taking ad-hoc decisions. The Steering Council will be consulted when there is sufficient time available. Ad-hoc decisions will be approved at the next Steering Council meeting.

19. On the Steering Council’s advice and request, the Secretariat may set up Working Groups of limited duration to deal with particular issues of special concern to its mission. Specific working groups will be set up to develop the Strategic Research Agenda (SRA-WG) and to support deployment and implementation of the Agenda (DI-WG).

20.    Rules for the management will be established as appropriate.

The process of preparing and implementing the Strategic Research Agenda

21.   The Strategic Research Agenda will draw upon source information, expertise and the long term, vision of all stakeholders represented in the TP. 

22.
The TP “Plants for the Future” will determine the scope and content of the Strategic Research Agenda in accordance with its primary mission. It is expected that the content of the Strategic Research Agenda will be presented in a target-based format. The Strategic Research Agenda will not be a detailed research work program, the formulation of which is the responsibility of competent organisations in the public or private sectors.

23.
The TP “Plants for the Future” will determine priorities in the Strategic Research Agenda. The selection of priorities will be done as much as possible on the basis of objective criteria that the TP will establish taking into account relevant policies (e.g. sustainable development, public health, competitiveness, mobility, employment, industrial, environmental, energy, etc). 

24.
The Strategic Research Agenda will be a statement of research priorities, including timing and identification of the necessary steps, with recommendations for implementation in both public (regional, national, international and EU) and private programmes, possibly with involvement of charities and / or foundations.

25.
The Strategic Research Agenda is expected to impact on EU, national and private research programmes. However, different stakeholders can have different roles in the implementation of the Strategic Research Agenda, and therefore should recognise synergies, complementarities and need for co-operation.

Inclusiveness, Transparency and Communication

26.
The TP “Plants for the Future” is open to all interested parties and stakeholders that support, in a non-dogmatic manner and on the basis of consensus, the aim of strengthening research, development and innovation efforts in Europe in the plant sector.

27.
Experts or other interested and committed persons can register their interest of participating in working groups or other activities of the TP “Plants for the Future” 

28.
All summaries of meeting reports and draft working documents will be made available for information and comments on the website of the TP “Plants for the Future”. 

Enter into force

29.
This agreement is effective as from 10th June 2005. It can be amended with agreement of two thirds of the members of the Steering Council.
The code of conduct is also available online at http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/coc_PGBTP_Final_14June.doc

Annex II.6 Publications of the TP by 31.7.2007
· The Stakeholders Proposal for a Strategic Research Agenda 2025, July 2005
Part I - Summary
also available as printed brochure
Part II - SRA
Part III - Draft Action Plan 2006-2010
  

· The first input to FP7 by the Technology Platform 'Plants for the future'    
09.11.04 EC (DG K) online consultation “EU Science and Technology Foresight in FP7” 
14.10.04 EC (DG A) online consultation ”Early input to FP7 

· The Plant TP overview page: "Plants for the Future - Major steps and contribution to society"
    

· The Vision Paper: “2025: a European vision for plant genomics and biotechnology”, June 2004  EN | FR | DE | HU 
also available as printed brochure in EN, HU, FR, DE
· All on the EC Press conference 24th June 2004 including all press releases, media coverage, and a summary of the Press conference.    
· Draft White Paper on Molecular Farming from the Workshop on Molecular Farming in Aachen Jan’06 – confidential final draft 
· Survey on Future Plant Research Activities in Europe – Summary Report
· Input to FP7 WP 08/09
  

· Strategic Research Agenda 2025, June 2007
Part I - Summary
also available as printed brochure
Part II - SRA
Part III - Action Plan 2007-2010


· All on the SRA Launch event in the European Parliament, 25 June 2007, including press releases, media coverage and a summary of the event.
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