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During 2010, a key portion of 
FIRST’s efforts was dedicated to 
identifying both the research  
areas with most potential for 
l a u n c h i n g  L at i n -A m e r i c a n  
Technology Platforms and the 
relative stakeholders likely to 
take part in the initiative and be  
involved in Platform creation.

This analysis was preceded by 
the design and validation of a  
methodology to gather the  
required data in the most  
effective and reliable way. 
This methodology built on the  
experience gained by FIRST  
partners during their work of  
successfully creating and  
supporting European Technology 
Platforms.

In considering the  , it became 
immediately obvious that 
several key issues would 
arise in carrying out similar  
research in different regions and  
countries.  In particular, these result 
from the diversity of the research  
systems being studied in the 
project target countries, a lack 
of homogeneous data, diverse  
nomenclatures, diverse ways of 
classifying and collating data 
which are different from those 
used by the European Technology 
Platforms and the practicalities of 
executing a comprehensive study 
in each region and country.

In order to overcome the above 
difficulties, it was clear that the 
development of a new and then 
standardized approach was the 
best way forward.  With this in 
mind, the collection and analysis 

of information were approached 
via direct interviews with  
stakeholders who knew the  
research potential of the target 
countries in the sectors under 
consideration and by combining 
this with quantitative and  
qualitative indicators while  
paying close attention to the 
methods used by the European 
Technology Platforms.

The stakeholders identified  
included industry, academia 
and government. These are  
representative of all those 
currently and potentially involved 
in research and development 
work related to the Future  
Internet. They are also the main 
actors in charge of shaping ICT 
R&D policies in the targeted  
country and therefore of shaping 
the political priorities in support 
of ICT R&D activities.

The indicators were defined and 
organized into three groups of  
political support, industrial  
potential and academic potential. 
Together with the information 
gathered via the stakeholder-  
interviews, the indicators allowed 
t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  
measurement of conditions which 
can aid the faster deployment 
of research activities in both the  
region and sectors being 
considered. 

Elements identified to which  
particular attention should be 
paid included the content of the 
overall ICT policy framework, local 
academic capacity and local and 
international technology trends.

Issues such as the density of 
the research community of one  
country in a given sector, the 
existence of a precise policy 
framework foreseeing support 
for research or the availability of 
qualified researchers and other 
personnel, were found to be  
important and were taken into  
account as a result of the  
qualitative indicators. Given the 
differences among the countries 
under examination (Brazil with 
nearly 200 million people to Chile 
with 16 million), weighting was 
applied to the data in order to  
obtain results which would 
take account of the size of each  
country.

The above approach led to  
outstanding results and achieved 
its objective of clarifying some 
of the conditions necessary for 
the forthcoming launch of the  
Latin-American Technology  
Platforms. This was acknowledged 
by actors outside of the FIRST  
consortium and active in the  
domain of  internat ional 
cooperation in the ICT field.

Following this success, the 
FIRST consortium has initiated a  
process to standardize the  
methodology in order to allow 
comparable research and analysis 
to  be  replicated easily in other  
regions of the world and thus 
to facilitate the development of  
localized recommendations 
to aid the establishment of  
Technology Platforms according 
to the prevailing national and/or  
regional specific circumstances 
and requirements.

REPLICATING A SUCCESS STORY
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O n c e  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
methodology has been drafted, 
it will be reviewed and validated 
by the EU-LatAm experts group 
that has been set up under the 
FIRST project. This group involves 
key people from ETPs, LATPs and  
o t h e r  re p re s e nt at i ve s  o f  
European and Latin American  
organizations.

 
 

FIRST has been encouraged to 
proceed with the standardization 
and roll-out of the methodology 
because of its tremendous  
su-ccess in extending the  
Techno-logy Platform instrument 
to Latin America. The resulting  
systematic analyses will help 
policy-makers to decide which 
technology areas/stakeholders 
have enough potential to 
launch Technology Platforms  
successfully.

This is a unique and pioneering 
piece  of  work  that has been  
conceived, proposed, developed 
a n d  t h e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
implemented by the FIRST 
project. It will make a valuable 
contribution to building a solid 
foundation for future international 
cooperation actions in other 
regions and  sectors.

By Mauro Bianchi & Antonio 
Alfaro
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VIVE DIGITAL, A FURTHER STEP TOWARDS 
FUTURE INTERNET IN COLOMBIA

In October 2010, the Ministry 
of Information Technologies 
and Communications officially 
launched at the International 
ICT Congress - ANDICOM 2010, 
the national technology plan 
aimed at preparing Colombia 
for a technological jump: Plan 
VIVE DIGITAL. Its main objective: 
to promote the mass  
usage of the Internet in  
Colombia. 

After an analysis performed 
by the Ministry of ICT, it was 
evinced that even though  
C o l o m b i a n  b r o a d b a n d  
penetration has been improved 
during the last years, it is still 
low in comparison to other  
countries. Therefore, the 
Ministry of ICT established 
within VIVE DIGITAL three  
specific goals for year 2014:

-Triple the number of  
municipalities connected to 
the information highway (700 
municipalities).

-Connect 50% of Colombi-
an MSMEs (Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises) and 
homes to the Internet. Currently 
only 7% of MSME and 27% 
homes are connected.

-Quadruple the number of  
internet connections.

In order to achieve these 
goals, VIVE DIGITAL analysed  
Colombian digital ecosystem at 
four dimensions: infrastructure, 
services, applications and  

users, as main components 
of the ICT sector’s supply and  
demand. This ecosystem  
reflects the necessity of  
s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  f o u r  
components to achieve a  
virtuous circle that positively 
generates growth within the 
Colombian ICT sector. 

In line with these objectives, 
VIVE DIGITAL opens a set 
of opportunities for the  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  R & D & I 
activities in Future Internet in 
Colombia.

 
R E C I I F,  t h e  C o l o m b i a n 
Technology Platform of Future 
Internet, summarized the 
most relevant opportunities 
that arise from the Plan. It is 
important to acknowledge 
that the following classification 
is not that of the Plan, but a 
classification suggested by 
RECIIF for easily summarizing 
the Plan’s actions related to 
the scope and interest of the  
Colombian Technology 
Platform. 

Regulatory Framework

The plan envisages the  
consolidation of a regulatory, 
institutional and normative 
framework through the  
development of a national  
policy on responsible use of ICT 
and an appropriate regulatory 
framework for innovation, 
copyright and privacy that 
promotes competition and 
creates appropriate conditions 
for investment.

Infrastructure 

In collaboration with COLCIEN-
CIAS - National Administrative 
Department for Science, 
Technology and Innovation, 
the national government 
will support the creation 
of three R&D&I centres 
in order to promote 
research and technology 
transfer to enterprises. It will 
work towards the development 
of an R&D&I Centre on  
e-Government and the creation 
of hubs for digital content. 
It will also improve the 
telecommunications infra-
structure and services for the 
IT industry towards the internal 
and external market and it 
will fund ICT infrastructure 
projects.

Knowledge capacities

According to the Plan VIVE 
DIGITAL, the government will 
develop the necessary hu-
man resources, together with 

Source: Plan VIVE DIGITAL. 
Adapted by CINTEL
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the Ministry of Education, the 
National Learning Service SENA 
and COLCIENCIAS through 
different training programs. It 
will develop an integrated plan 
for the usage of technology 
in education; it will release a 
scholarship program as well as 
training in virtual environments, 
bilingualism, digital animation 
and international certification 
of professionals. In addition, 
it will develop a platform of 
science, technology and 
innovation which will offer 
information and applications 
of the National Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
System. Furthermore, it will 
support innovation projects.

Applications

The government will also foster 
the development of mobile 
application, applications for 
digital TV and for MSMEs.

It will also promote the digital 
content industry, emphasising 
on the animation and video 
games industry. 

The Plan promotes the usage of 
ICT as a tool that acts across all 
sectors of the economy. In fact, 
a plan has been established 
between the Ministry of ICT and 
the other Ministries to define 
unified strategies, projects and 
specific actions.

In a nutshell, VIVE DIGITAL 
provides an opportunity for 
the development of Future 
Internet in Colombia where 
RECIIF, as a community that 
focus on Mobile and Wireless 
communications, Networked 
Electronic Media and Software 
and Services, envisions a 
suitable environment for 
undertaking collaborative 
R&D&I projects that will 
contribute to the goal that all 

Colombians access the virtual 
world anytime, anywhere and 
through any device.

For more information about 
RECIIF, do not hesitate to 
contact FIRST local partner 
in Colombia, CINTEL at 
(+57) 1 635 3538 ext. 168 or 
mmontenegro@cintel.org.co 

Sources: 

[1] Ministry of Information and 
Communications Technologies 
of Colombia, Document Vivo, 
Plan VIVE DIGITAL, February 
2011.

Courtesy of CINTEL
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2011 Chilean action plan:
Run-up strengthening opportunities and
 partners

Technology Platform MACHI 
Future Internet formally started 
its activities on April 13th when 
the Steering Council signed Vision 
2020. 1 

Its members started working in the 
definition of the Strategic Research 
Agenda for cooperation with the 
European Union in R&D activities. 
The leaders of the working group 
defined a first draft with the 
technological priorities of each 
area, with this task, the priority 
lists of the European SRAs were 
circulated by members.  At the 
same time, a list of thematic areas 
based in the European SRAs were 
delivered to Machi  
members, therefore members 
have matched their interests with 
the European ones.

NESSI Chile already detected 
some priorities based on NESSI 
SRA, it can be advanced that 
Internet of Services is crucial and 
it shows that Chile follows the 
global market trend: Service-
oriented utility infrastructure, 
Service and System Engineering, 
Services Pervasiveness, Systemic 
foundation for a Service Economy, 
among others. 

In the case of Artemis Chile, they 
have established the research 

priorities according to their 
member goals and technological 
capabilities. The challenges 
relevant for the embedded 
working group are defined in 
order to match the PF7 priorities. 
One of the challenges where they 
have more capabilities is ICT for 
natural resources management 
and energy efficiency:  ICT 
for a low carbon economy , ICT 
for efficient water resources 
management, Smart Energy Grids, 
ICT for energy-efficient buildings 
and spaces of public use.  

About the societal challenges that 
ICT R&D can help to face, it can be 
highlighted some of them. Due 
to the particular geographical 
situation of Chile, Catastrophe
Management is a field that 
must be covered. For example, 
ARTEMIS proposed: “developing 
trusted networks in order 
to assure the connectivity 
even in catastrophic events as 
earthquakes and optimizing 
the use of networks combining 
wireless, PLC and public 
infrastructure.” Other challenges 
are clearly stated in the Digital 

 
1 ”See article “Machi Future Internet Steering Council formally starts its activities” Link:
http://www.latin-american-technology-platforms.eu/machi-future-internet-steering-council-formally-starts-its-activities-1523.html
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Development Strategy of Chile, 
that intends to ensure the impact 
of a more intensive and 
sophisticated use of ICT, as a driver 
f o r  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h , 
development of knowledge and 
social inclusion. Regarding Social 
Inclusion, there are many pro-
jects of R&D that can support this 
challenge. For instance, the elderly 
population does not only bring a 
health issue, but also the problem 
of how they can be integrated 
to the technology changes that 
are happening. Another case of 
Social Inclusion is the
e-education. Can the current 
infrastructure bring the possibility 
of connecting all Chile? How R&D 
can support this?

The three Chilean Industry 
Associations are working together 
in Machi Future Internet. This 
union shows the opportunity that 
FP7 and international cooperation 
have:

Raúl Ciudad, ACTI President:

“The implementation of Machi 
Future Internet is an opportunity to 
our companies to start thinking in 
a long-term path. R&D&i activitities 
are the key for the progress and for 
diversifying our offer”.

www.acti.cl 

Luis Stein, GECHS  President:

“A good thing about Machi is that 
the three main ICT Associations 
are working in it together, that 
means that this is very good way of 
working towards Chile positioning 
in a world wide level.” 

www.gechs.cl 

 Alvaro Urzúa,  AIE President:

The Electronic Industry is crucial 
for Future Internet... In order to be 
competitive, we need to invest in 
R&D&i; otherwise, we will not have a 
wide spectrum of products/services 
to offer.

www.aie.cl 

In the political level, MACHI
Future Internet was invited to 
participate in ICT Policy Dialogue 
European Union-Chile on June 
7th, organized by CHIEP II, 
FORESTA and Eularinet. In this 
sense, some of MACHI members 
will contribute with some 
recommendations to the local 
government.

In conclusion, Machi Future 
Internet is working hardly in its 
ICT R&D prospective and is largely 
motivated to collaborate in 
projects with the European Union.
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PLATA Software and Services Working 
Group and the Strategic Research Agenda
The Software and Services 
thematic area of PLATA Future 
Internet, the Argentinean 
Technology Platform, is the 
largest group, reflecting the 
high volume of these types of 
companies and universities that 
the country has. For instance, 
the national chamber CESSI 
has around of 600 members. 
Regarding the SRA, Snoop 
Consulting, a local SME, have 
worked in the introduction of the 
correspondent chapter of PLATA 
Strategic Research Agenda.

The application of the different 
areas cuts across the industry, 
often is given in a combinated way, 
generating large improvements 
in productivity and competitive-
ness. 

The management of business 
processes are allowing to 
have more dynamic and agile 
organizational  structures, 
supported on the basis of the 
creation and governance of 
reusable services. The application 
of this model in embedded 
systems have a high impact on 
systems for the agro industry. 
Cloud computing is allowing 
greater access to content, and 
a significant cost reductions 
associated with infrastructure. 
Models such as Software as a 
Service (SaaS) is possible thanks to 
cloud computing, and are already 
benefiting the SME segment, 
driver of Argentine Economy. 
The trend in the use of mobile 
devices will require greater 

 knowledge applied in the 
generation of context-aware 
applications and Web services-
based, universally accessible. 
In Argentina has a high rate of 
Internet penetration in jobs 
and homes, fact that sets the  
groundwork to begin to raise 
e-Government projects to 
generate greater transparency 
and efficiency in the public and 
private sectors. Finally, models 
that guarantee sustained security 
and information privacy are 
essential for the Cloud Computing 
and Internet services.

Regarding the Agro-industry,  The 
White Book of ICT Prospective of 
Argentina explains that the ICT 
for Agriculture and Agribusiness 
sector is a segment that offer 
technology or application and 

infrastructure software, electronic 
a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
aiming to manage, store, transmit 
and to interact with all levels of 
information generated by the 
activity of agricultural and 
agribusiness sector and territorial 
scenario, based on improved 
management of production and 
trade of goods that arise from 
that activity and to improve 
condit ions  technological 
environment in which they 
occur. Due to the country 
characteristics, this is a very 
developed area not only in the 
Software and Services field, but 
in Embedded Software, Smart 
Integration Systems, Mobile 
Communications, etc. One of the 
statements of the White Book, 
r e g a r d i n g  A g r o I C T  i s  t h e 
participation in FP7 projects.

Left: Fernando das Neves; right:  Andres Romero from SME Snoop 
Consulting. This company in member of CESSI, where Mr. Gustavo Guaragna, 
Snoop Consulting CEO, fulfils the role of Secretary.
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A European Future Internet 
initiative has been proposed by 
the major industry players from 
the Information and Communi- 
cations Technology (ICT) sector 
in Europe to establish a 
Pan-European Future Internet 
coordinated partnership among 
all relevant stakeholders. This 
partnership requires a cross 
sector Future Internet partnership 
that will bring the competence of 
the applications sectors and 
the ICT sector together to work 
out common solutions from an 
end-to-end perspective in a way 
that has never been possible 
before. However, in order to 
address challenges related to 
wide area of the Future Inter-
net, it is necessary to establish a 
mechanism for creation of cross-
functional and cross-sector 

projects which can not be created 
by current calls for proposals 
within classical Framework 
Programme 7 (FP7). Therefore, 
the Future Internet Public Private 
Partnership (FI-PPP) have been 
established by the European 
Commission (EC) and related 
European industry sectors, 
focusing on development of 
innovative open network and 
service platforms with generic 
common enablers serving various 
f u t u r e  d e m a n d - d r i v e n 
applications, with a strong 
experimentation and validation 
dimension.

Implementation of the Future 
Internet PPP

The FI-PPP will be implemented 
within five years of duration 

(Figure 1), where the following 
major building blocks of the Future 
I nte r n e t  a rc h i te c t u re  a re 
considered:

-Technology Foundation - a 
generic, trusted and open 
network and service Core 
Platform supporting generic 
enablers with standardised 
interfaces serving multiple use 
cases, and making use of and 
integrating advanced Internet 
features – one Integrated Project 
(IP) over entire Programme 
duration in two phases (2011-13 
and 2014-15),

-  Use Case Scenar ios  and 
Trials - identifying trial scenarios 
and deriving the Internet platform 
requirements for a particular 
usage areas (eight IP’s during first 

The Future Internet
Public-Private-Partnership

Figure 1: FI-PPP structure
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phase 2011-12) and providing 
corresponding experimentation 
infrastructure (five IP’s during 
second phase 2013-14),

-  I n n ovat i ve  s e r v i ce s  a n d 
applications – involving a number 
of projects and organisations, in 
particular Small-and-Medium En-
terprises (SME), to develop, imple-
ment, and test new Future Media 
services and applications,

- Capacity Building - identifying 
existing and future advanced 
experimental infrastructure across 
Europe (one support project 
in first phase 2011-13) and one 
integrating and upgrading the 
infrastructure towards serving 
large scale trials (one IP in second 
phase 2013-15), and

- FI-PPP support – provided by 
one support project for entire 
Programme duration.

FI-PPP Call 1 (1st call for project 
proposals) was completed by end 
of 2010 – beginning of 2011, so 
that the following Future Internet 
projects have started in April/May 
2011:

- Technology Foundation project – 
FI-WARE, led by Telefonica 
Investigacion y Desarrollo SA

- Capacity Building support 
project – INFINITY, led by 
Universidad Politécnica de 
Madrid

-  FI-PPP suppor t  project  – 
CONCORD, led by Aalto- 
Korkeakoulusaatio

Among Future Internet Usage 
Areas, the following projects 
addressing particular Use Case 
Scenarios have been launched:

- ENVIROFI, led by Atos Origin, 
specifying the requirements and 
building conceptual prototypes 
of the specific enablers for the 
environmental usage area,

- FINSENY, led by Nokia Siemens 
Networks, identifying ICT 
requirements for Smart Energy 
Systems and related Future 
Internet infrastructure,

- FI-CONTENT, led by Thomson 
R&D, identifying scenarios for 
new forms of content spanning 
future audio-visual use scenarios, 
games, next generation of Web, 
metadata management, and user 
created content,

- FINEST, led by Kuehne + Nagel 
Management, developing a Future 
Internet enabled ICT platform 
to support optimisation of 
collaboration and integration 
within international transport 
and logistics business networks,

- INSTANT MOBILITY, led by Thales 
Security Solutions & Services SAS, 
creating a platform for information 
and services able to support 
radically new types of connected 
applications for scenarios centred 
on multimodal travellers, drivers, 
passengers,  transport operators, 
goods vehicle and road 
operators, and traffic managers,

- OUTSMART, led by France 
Telecom, aiming at development 
of innovation ecosystems, to 
facilitate creation of a large 
variety of pilot services and 
technologies that contribute to 
optimised supply and access to 
services and resources in urban 
areas,

- SAFE CITY, led by Ingeniera 
de Sistemas para la Defensa de 

España, enhancing the role of 
Future Internet in ensuring 
people feel safe in their 
surroundings, and

-  SMAR TAGRIFOOD,  led 
by Stichting D i e n s t  
L a n d b o u w k u n d i g 
Onderzoek, addressing the 
food and agribusiness, where 
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  e f f i c i e n c y, 
sustainability and performance 
of the “agrifood” sector can be 
radically enhanced by using 
information and decision support 
systems that are integrated 
with advanced internet-based 
networks and services.

FI-PPP Call 2, expected to be open 
in second half of 2012 (Figure 1), 
will ask for proposals dealing with 
experimentation dedicated to 
particular Usage Areas (up to five 
Use Case Trials IP projects will be 
accepted) and Capacity Building 
project (one IP) to support 
establishment of necessary 
large-scale experimentation 
infrastructure. 3rd Call dedicated 
to implementation of innovative 
Future Internet services and 
applications as well as second 
phase of the Technology 
Foundation project is expected to 
be open in second half of 2013.

Source:

-EC FP7 Work Programme 2011 – 
Cooperation, Theme 3, ICT – EC 
C(2010)4900 of 19 July 2010

-FI-PPP website

http://www.fi-ppp.eu/

Halid Hrasnica, Eurescom 
GmbH
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What is FIRE? 

The Future Internet Research and 
Experimentation - FIRE - Initiative 
is addressing the need to 
experiment with networks, 
creating a multidisciplinary 
environment for investigating and 
experimentally validating highly 
innova tive and revolutionary 
ideas for new networking and 
service paradigms. FIRE offers a 
discipline, a platform and tools 
for trying out innovative ideas 
for the Future Internet. FIRE 
is promoting the concept of 
experimentally-driven research, 
combining visionary academic 
research with the wide-scale 
testing and experimentation 
that is required for industry. 
FIRE helps to create a dynamic, 
sustainable, large scale European  
Experimental Facility, which 
is con structed by gradually 
connecting and federating 
existing and upcoming testbeds 
for Future Internet tech- 
nologies. 

FIRE contains a FIRE Office and 
a FIRE Architecture Board. The 
FIRE Office serves as the single 
contact point and the mediator 
when either looking for the right 
experimental resources or new 
users for the facilities. The FIRE 
Architecture Board involves all 
FIRE facility builders to jointly 
decide on the strategy and 
means to co-ordinate and 
facilitates the development of 

FIRE facility offerings to support 
the evolving needs of the users.

The FIRE facilities

This publication gives an insight 
into what is real and usable today 
in FIRE. FIRE facility projects 
funded by the Euro pean 
Commission under FP7 ICT 
Objective 1.6, are presented 
here, with a focus on examples of 
experimentation. The FIRE 
outcome is open and public for 
all experimenters who find the 
facilities offered being suited to 
their R&D needs. 

To carry out experimentally- 
driven research on the Future 
Internet, researchers need a 
testing facility to validate 
their analysis of networks, 
service architectures and 
paradigms. FIRE addresses rising 
expectations of the Internet 

by providing a research 
environment for investigating 
and validating highly innovative 
and revolutionary ideas. This 
environment is called FIRE Facility 
and it consists of several FIRE 
projects that are developing an 
experimental facility for open 
use. Each project develops a 
large-scale testbed or a federation 
of testbeds, which they 
contribute to the common FIRE 
Facility offering. The following 
pages give a deeper insight into 
the offerings of FP7 Objective 
1.6 Call 2 FIRE Facility first-wave 
projects, which are now mature 
for use: OneLab2 (OneLab 
experimental facility), PII (Panlab), 
FEDERICA, WISEBED and Vital++. 
These are the pillars of the FIRE 
facility, forming the framework 
on which the second wave of FIRE 
facility projects will be built. This 
second wave includes projects 
such as BonFIRE, CREW, OFELIA, 

Experimental facilities in Europe

Figure 1. FIRE structure and relationships
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Smart Santander and TEFIS 
which will form links with both 
existing FIRE facilities and test 
infrastructures outside of FIRE, 
these will be mature for use in 
2011. These future relationships 
are illustrated in the figure below.

 
 
FIRE and the GÉANT optical net-
work

To support the Future Internet 
European initiative, a Future 
I n t e r n e t  R e s e a r c h  a n d 
Experimentation (FIRE) facility 
is envisaged as the integrated, 
sustainable, dynamic, large scale 
experimental facility that 
allows the experimentation on 
novel networks, services and 
infrastructures covering the 
whole spectrum in the Future 

Internet research areas. 

Such initiative may rely on the 
high bandwidth pan-European 
re s e a rc h  a n d  e d u c at i o n 
b a c k b o n e  G É A N T  t h at 
interconnects National Research 
and Education Networks (NRENs) 
across Europe and provides 
worldwide connectivity through 
links with other regional 
networks. It operates at data 
transfer speeds of up to 10 Gb/s 
and comprises 25 PoPs, 44 routes 
and 18 dark fibre routes. It also 
implements multiple 10Gb/s 
wavelengths.  GÉANT has an 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  d a t a 
communications across the 
standard IP backbone, and for 
high capacity private network 
paths reserved for specific 
projects or disciplines. It uses an 
innovative combination of routed 

IP and switched infrastructure, 
and delivering leading-edge 
standards of reliability. The 
GÉANT network is made up of a 
general purpose research internet 
carrying multiple users traffic, and 
point-to-point paths dedicated 
to carrying the traffic of 
individual projects that have 
particular requirements relating 
to aspects such as quantity, 
security or accuracy of the data. 

In addition to its pan-European 
reach, the GÉANT network has 
extensive links to networks in 
other world regions including 
North America, Latin America, 
North Africa and the Middle 
East, South Africa and Kenya, the 
South Caucasus, Central Asia and 
the Asia-Pacific Region. Work is 
also on-going to connect to the 
Caribbean and to improve links to 
and within Southern and Eastern 
Africa.

About FIRE: Information about 
the activities of the European 
Commission on FIRE - Future In-
ternet Research and Experimen-
tation: cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/
fire/home_en.html

About GEANT :

http://w w w.geant.net/Net-
work/pages/home.aspx

Figure 1. FIRE structure and relationships
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Mexican Technological Platform as a tool 
to empower the innovation in the Mexican 
IT industry
Jalisco, Mexico.  On April 8th, 
was held the 6th National 
Meeting of the IT Clusters 
Vice-presidency part  of The 
Mexican Chamber for the 
Electronics, Telecommunications 
and Information Technology 
Industries (CANIETI, by its 
abbreviations in Spanish). The 
event took place on Chapala 
Media Park Forum at Jalisco 
State. Presidents, directors and 
members of 25 Information 
technologies Clusters attended 
the event, also Mr. Santiago 
Gutierrez (president of CANIETI), 
Mrs. Ivette Garcia (Director of 
Foreign Trade and Digital 
Economy of the Economy  
Ministry), Mr. Javier Allard 
(Director of Mexican IT Industry 
Association – AMITI), Mr. Francisco 
Medina (Director of Jalisco 
Technology and Science Council) 
and other personalities.

During the event was presented 
the organizational structure of 
the National Council of Software 
Clusters (CNCS, by its abbreviations 
in Spanish) which main mission 
will be to coordinate the 
development of IT clusters around 
the country and determine 
a national strategy of IT and 
software industry. The CANIETI´s 
Vice-Presidency of Innovation is a 
strategic member of the Mexican 
Technology Platform.

The Mexican Technological 
Platform on Future Internet 
(MTP) was presented as the main 
innovation tool to support the 

innovation activities of the 
CNCS and its Vice-Presidency on 
Innovation. Mr. Miguel Ramirez, 
FIRST Project Administrator of 
Mexico, showed the MTP concept 
and its Latin-American wide 
implementation on Chile, 
Argentina, Brazil and Colombia 
with support of the Europe Union. 
The organizational structure 
was explained highlighting the 
thematic working groups formed 
in Mexico: Mobile and Wireless 
Communications, Networked 
and Electronic Media, Software 
and Systems Development, 
Embedded Systems and an 
additional group e-Health. Also, 
the MTP Steering Council was 
depicted with its members and 
targets. The first version of the 
vision, mission and governance, 
determined by the Steering 
Council in its last meeting, were 
explained. 

Mr. Ramirez facilitates a discussion 
group during the session in order 
to determine the next activities of 
the MTP and VP of innovation. The 
attendants agreed to organize 

work meetings for each thematic 
working group of the MTP where 
the members of clusters 
participate and contact with 
m e m b e r s  o f  E u r o p e a n 
counterparts Technological 
Platforms. Also they decided that 
seminars must be done to generate 
the first proposals for obtaining 
funds of the Seventh Framework 
Programme (FP7). One important 
outcome was the decision of the 
clusters to start the recruitment 
of their local members in the MTP. 

The 6th National Meeting of the 
IT Clusters was the consolidation 
of the MTP initiative. In this 
opportunity the project was  
spread to whole country and 
accepted by the main actors of 
IT in Mexico.

 
The MTP initiative was accepted 
as the tool to empower the 
innovation and determine 
strategy on future internet and IT. 
The MTP will be in the agenda of 
the future meeting of CANIETI. 

Mr. Miguel Ramirez during his participation in the 6th National 
Meeting of the IT Clusters Vice-presidency of CANIETI.
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The Pro-ve’11 with BraFip’s General Assembly
The 12th IFIP Working Conference 
on VIRTUAL ENTERPRISES will be 
held days 17-19 October 2011 - São 
Paulo, Brazil with the BraFip’s 
General Assembly. The Pro-ve 
emerged  more than  a decade 
ago, as a key issue for Economic 
growth and a very active area of 
scientific production. Dynamic 
collaborative organizations are an 
essential answer to the increasing 
need of strong adaptability to a 
constantly changing economic 
context. Several collaborative 
forms such as Virtual 
Organizations, Virtual Enterprises 
and other forms of Enterprise 
Networks, Professional Virtual 
Communities, or industry clusters 
and business ecosystems are now 
supported by large research and 
business practice communities. 

Value creation  is a major
challenge for organizations in 
times of economic turbulence 
and rapid societal changes. 
Collaborative Networks represent 
a determinant inductor of 
value creation, not only for 
business communities, but 
also for all other entities in the 
society. Understanding and 
modelling the process, assessing, 
and developing methods and 
tools to support value creation 
in CNs is a major R&D challenge 
requiring a multidisciplinary 
approach. The capability of 
generating value in a networked 
society requires high  self-
adaptation capacity, both from 
participating entities in order to 
adhere to a collaboration culture, 
as well as from the CN as a whole 
to dynamically adjust to 
the needs, constraints, and 
opportunities posed by a rapidly 

changing environment.

PRO-VE, as the most focused 
scientific/technical conference in 
the area, offers a major 
opportunity for the presentation 
and discussion of both latest 
research developments and 
industrial practice case studies. 
Following the IFIP international 
mission, the PRO-VE conference 
offers a forum for collaboration 
among different regions of the 
world. This conference continues 
a series of successful conferences 
of PRO-VE’99 (Porto, Portugal), 
PRO-VE 2000 (Florianópolis, Brazil), 
PRO-VE’02 (Sesimbra, Portugal), 
PRO-VE’03 (Lugano, Switzerland), 
PRO-VE’04 (Toulouse, France), 
PRO-VE’05 (Valencia, Spain), 
PRO-VE’06 (Helsinki, Finland), 
PRO-VE’07 (Guimarães, Portugal), 
PRO-VE’08 (Poznan, Poland), 
PRO-VE’09 (Thessaloniki, Greece), 
and  PRO-VE’10 (Saint-Etienne, 
France).

São Paulo, April 2011 - To make 
a difference in the Brazilian 
research and development 
department for future Internet, 
the Brazilian Future Internet 
Platform, the BraFip arrives to offer 
a platform in order to organize 
the research and development for 
future Internet in Brazil, BraFip is 
one of the platforms developed 
by the FIRST project. 

The first action of the Platform’s 
presentation to the Brazilian 
stakeholders was the signature of 
the two MoUs with First, the first 
one was the MoU with Sucesu 
by Antonio Alfato and José Jario 
Martins.

The second act in the BraFip’s 
launch was the signature of the 
MoU with the project MyFire. 
These MoUs help both projects 
in dissemination and in BraFip’s 
future.

The following acts were the 
explanation of BraFip’s structure 
and the Work Plan for 2012 by 
Antonio Alfaro and Larissa Ortiz. 

BraFip had it’s election with the 
nomination of Roberto Carlos 
Mayer as BraFip’s president 
and Antenor Ferreira as it’s vice 
president. The BraFip governance 
metody predicts that for all 
enterprise it shall have one 
academy representative. Assespro 
is the association that represents 
all Brazilian IT enterprises and 
the University of Amazonas is an 
important University 

BraFip started with 5 working 
groups named:  “S istemas 
Inteligentes” – Inteligent Systems; 
“Mobilidade” – Mobility; “Satélites” 
– Satelites; “Software e Serviços” 
– Software and Services and 
“Mídias Digitais” Digital Media.

Antonio Alfaro
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Rose Vision, S.L
http://www.rose.es/
Spain

Eurescom – European Institute for Research and 
Strategic Studies in Telecommunications GMBH
http://www.eurescom.eu
Germany

Technical support for European organisations sprl
http://www.teseo.be/
Belgium

Thales Services SAS
http://www.thalesgroup.com/
France

Universidade de São Paulo
http://www.usp.br/
Brazil

EU-Latin America ICT Research Cooperation 
Projects’ Common Entry Page

FIRST aims to further improve cooperation between Europe and Latin America 

focusing on the field of Future Internet, ICT components and systems. The central 

goal of the project is to adapt the successful concept of European Technology 

Platforms (ETPs) to the Latin American Region, and launch 5 Technology 

Platforms focused on Future Internet, in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and 

Mexico, bringing cooperation between Europe and Latin America in the ICT 

R&D field to a new level.

PRO-IDEAL and PRO-IDEAL PLUS promote the ICT dialogue and support the ICT 

R&D cooperation between Europe and Latin America through on-line tools (ICT 

Wiki, training modules, partner search) and face-to-face events (ICT Days and 

ICT Fora). Furthermore, local “Project Angels” are trained to create a sustainable 

support network in Latin American countries..

FORESTA The project aims to promote research cooperation between the 

European Community and Latin America (EU-LA) in terms of Information 

Technology to identify research opportunities between communities and 

examine the IT policies in each country to identify the main future complications 

for researchers (and how to make best use of instruments of support among the 

communities to avoid such complications).

http://www.lac-ictgateway.eu/

Instituto Tecnologico 
y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey
http://www.itesm.mx
Mexico

Centro de Investigación de las Telecomunic
www.cintel.org.co 
Colombia

Futura Networks do Brasil Consultoria Lda
www.campus-party.org
Brazil

Federación de asociaciones de Latinoamérica 
el Caribe y España de entidades de tecnologías 
de la información
www.aleti.org
Costa Rica

For more information, please visit www.latin-american-technology-platforms.eu


