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WP4:  summary of year 1 progress 
The work of the first year has focused the main WP activities: surveying and roadmapping 
(T4.1). The latter was split into three activities: consultation events (T4.2), web consultation 
(T4.3) and research coordination (T4.4). For all activities, we spent an effort in order to 
understand the content that can turns out to be useful to Awareness  researchers, as well as the 
most effective way to provide it to researchers. To the latter purpose, we decided to exploit 
state-of-the-art communication means, such as blog, video clips, multimedia documents, word 
clouds, and so on.

The first relevant activity of the first year was the surveying of interesting papers. We have 
considered two kinds  of papers: background papers and ongoing research papers.  With regard 
to the former kind, we have collected background papers from the Awareness researchers, in 
order to propose surveys of papers they have exploited for starting they research. The latter 
group, ongoing research papers, instead is composed of papers that have (or will) be published 
during the project life, and are suggested to Awareness researchers as interesting readings. In 
both cases, our reviews aim at sketching the connection of the papers to the Awareness topics.

With regard to roadmapping, we identified three main aspects that are worth being explored: 
topics (mainstream themes), challenges/issues (specific aspects to be taken into consideration), 
and future impact (foreseen applications). Starting from these considerations, we have 
organized events and arranged some functionalities in the web site to achieve our objectives.

In the first year we had three consultation events. The aims of these events were to contribute 
to the building of the community, to share the objectives of the projects, to identify interesting 
research directions and to identify possible cooperation. The first Awareness meeting in 
Amsterdam on December 2010 was more devoted to knowing each other and to start possible 
collaboration, but we had also the chance of collecting Awareness keywords from researchers. 
This  effort was useful to make researchers think about the important aspects and issues  of their 
research. The second consultation event was the WETICE conference in Paris  June 2011, not 
organized by the AWARE project but a chance of collecting opinions about Awareness topics. 
The second Awareness meeting was held in Amsterdam on September 2011, at the end of the 
first year, and was the chance of launching a “call for challenges” and to discuss  about the 
research agenda. More consultation events are planned for the next years, in particular the 
AWARE workshop at SASO 2011, an inter-projects meeting in Bologna in January 2012, an 
AWARE-sponsored track at WETICE 2012, and FET 2013.

A second exploited means for consultation was a video wall, where we have published different 
video interviews. In the first year we recorded the opinions of expert researchers  external to the 
projects, so to provide a different point of view from the projects’ ones. In the future we will 
continue feeding the video wall with interesting interviews.

Web consultation was implemented by means of a blog-based comment system. Its aim was to 
enable Awareness researchers  and other interested researchers to leave some useful 
comments and to engage discussion and collaboration. Actually, at the end of the first year we 
report that this  means is not exploited by researchers, mainly because projects’ researchers 
were busy in setting up their own research, and were not ready to such kind of collaboration. 
Anyway, we decided to keep this means, feeding the web site with information, launching the 
call for challenges and in the second year we will solicit researcher to use it. We have also 
decided to ask researchers for “nuggets”, short opinions or videos.
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The coordination among Awareness researchers  was mainly proposed in the Awareness 
meeting of December 2012, where all Awareness projects were invited to share their research 
objectives and to start evaluating possible collaboration. We attended also the SAPERE kick-off 
meeting in October 2010 and we aim at attending other project meetings to personally meet 
people and promote the coordination initiatives. Another interesting chance, which will be in the 
second year, is the AWARE workshop at the SASO conference; in the first year we have spent 
some effort to prepare this event; in particular, the invited speaker was suggested among the 
interviewed external researchers.

Deliverable 4.1 reports about details of the web site functionalities that are exploited for the 
WP4 activities.  Deliverable 4.2 details about the activities related to the research agenda.

DELIVERABLE 4.1 : website open for research 
consultations
The web site was open at the beginning of the project by the Napier team (Milestone 4.1 
“Research consultations launched on website”, see also D1.1) and has  been exploited for WP4 
activities, in particular for open consultations (T4.3) and dissemination of surveying and 
roadmapping (T4.1). In this deliverable we report about the structure and the functionalities  of 
the web site related to WP4, while in deliverable D4.2 we will detail how they are exploited for 
the research agenda.

At the December 2010 AWARE executive meting we decided to start open consultations (T4.3) 
by means of a blog and a video wall. They are both hosted in the Awareness  website, and 
integrated with other information provided by the website itself. We think that such an 
integration is  needed to enable an effective surfing of the site not only by researchers involved 
in the Awareness initiative, but also by Internet surfers interested in the Awareness topics. As 
better specified later in D4.2, this is  useful for dissemination purposes but also for consultation 
purposes.

The blog has been organized so as to 
give people the chance of writing 
comments to almost every piece of 
information published in the web site. It 
aims at supporting collaboration and is 
useful to collect information for the 
research agenda.

The video wall is intended to host short 
(3-5 minute) interviews to researchers, 
which could belong to the Awareness 
projects or not. Its aim is to collect 
information for the research agenda.  At 
July 2011 executive meeting we decided 
to combine the two media (text and 
video) to give viewers the chance of 
leaving a written or a video contribution 
(or “nugget”). This  could further elicit 
collaboration and information collection. 
We decided also to moderate these, 
both to classify and tag contributions and to avoid out-of-scope messages.
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The other main exploitation of the web site for WP4 objective is to disseminate the surveying 
and the roadmapping about Awareness (T4.1).

With regard to surveying, we have arranged a specific section of the web site (Paper reviews) 
split into two subsections: "Background papers" and "Ongoing research papers". The 
"Background papers" subsection contains the reviews of the papers that the projects’ 
researchers have written or exploited to ground their research activities. The "Ongoing research 
papers" reports  reviews about papers  that appear in journals and could be of interest for 
Awareness researchers.

With regard to roadmapping, we prepared a cloud of 
keywords (section “Awareness Keyword Cloud” under 
“Research Agenda”), which are intended to be connected to 
other pieces  of information present in the web site, such as 
interviews, events, reviews, papers, and so on. Moreover, we 
have produced a PDF document with a first draft of the 
roadmap mainly in terms of challenges (M4.2 “First 
assessment of on-line surveys, research open issues”), 
which will be refined in the second and third year. Finally, a 
section called “Awareness 101” aims at collecting challenges 
related to the Awareness topics.


