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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This document contains the results of the Task 3.3 of the FORESTA Project, the Policy 

Dialogue Council, including a set of key recommendations identifying common R&D 

priorities, opportunities and challenges. The objective of the Council and its recommendations 

is to strengthen and support the ICT policy dialogue between Europe and Latin America in 

the ICT domain.  

This deliverable reports on two issues: 

- Setting up, organization and rules of the Council. 

- Collection of recommendations made by the Council. 

The FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council is an independent Latin America Council of experts, 

with the objective of harmonizing LatAm ICT research policies and instruments with special 

attention to the EU-LatAm cooperation practices. 

It is conceived as a new institution created inside of FORESTA project and supported by 

FORESTA project until the end of 2011, but somehow independent of FORESTA looking for 

a longer life, with the aim of continuing its activities after the end of FORESTA project 

supported by other means to be agreed during 2011. 

Members of the Council are well-reputed experts from the industry, the industry Associations, 

the Academy and the Government, acting always as individual people independently of their 

position in their Organizations. Annex 2 provides the list of members. The invitation which 

was sent to the list of Members candidates is provided in Annex 1. The Council has been 

successfully set up by highly reputed experts from all Latin American countries participating 

in FORESTA project and a full pack of  recommendations have been issued duly on time for 

the Common Strategic Framework Programme European Commission Consultation. In 

addition, another pack of recommendations have been issued by the Council till the time of 

producing this report. Other recommendations have been already announced by the Council 

Members, to be further elaborated during the rest of the year. 

The methodology of working of the Council is also here provided. The Secretariat of the 

Council is supported by the FORESTA partner ROSE Vision, who produces draft documents, 

motivate debates of the Council and supports the edition of the output documents. 

Additional demands of experts willing to participate in the Council are being considered 

during the lifetime of FORESTA project. 

The outputs of the Council are the following: 

- a position paper describing a common Latin America cooperation strategy with 

Europe in the field of ICT research in the middle to long term period, with special 

attention to cooperation practices inside the new FP8. The results are contained in 

Recommendations 1 to 6. 

- a set of recommendations in the short to medium term period, identifying the key 

issues to be solved in order to enhanced the cooperation between Europe and Latin 

American in the ICT and research fields. The results are contained in 

Recommendations 7 to 30. 

Consequently, this deliverable reports on the factual setting of the EU-Latin America 

Policy Dialogue Council, as well as on the set of outputs produced so far: position paper, 

recommendations, etc. 

Because the high competence of the Members of the Council and the interest on its activities,  

the first position paper has been issued in May 2011, constituting a major demonstrations and 

evidence of the efficiency of the model selected for the Council, its structure as proposed by 

FORESTA partners, as well as the composition of the members of the Council, an activity 
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which all FORESTA partners have been highly committed. 

The Council has been working during several months on the debates about policy, technology 

and applications which would empower the cooperation between Europe and Latin American 

countries in the ICT domain. This document reports on 30 recommendations elaborated by the 

Council. It has to be borne in mind that the Council Members have already indicated that they 

want to further work out some of these very important recommendations in order to better 

shape their position and the scope of those related recommendations. 

This factual result on having been able to produce a set of 30 recommendations in the very 

short life of the Council is an un-doubtful show of the good approach followed by FORESTA 

on designing the Council, supporting the Council debates and assisting on producing tangible 

results. 

This report contains: 

- The FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council design, structure, working principles, 

methodology of work, decision making process, secretariat support activities, 

scheduling and main activities schedule, included in chapter 3. 

- The sustainability concept as an issue to further work during the second half of the 

year, chapter 3.4. 
- Preliminary set of Recommendations from the Council, as result of debates on the 

specific question number 24 of the European Commission consultation Green Paper 

towards Common Strategic Framework Programme (recently, announced as new 

name: Horizon 2020). This result includes recommendations 1 to 6, as included in 

chapter 4 (section 4.1). The responses/recommendations from FORESTA Policy 

Dialogue Council, have been provided as reaction to the relevant questions and issues 

included in the official question #4 of the Consultation Green Paper (sections 4.1.1 to 

4.1.5) 

- Section 4.1.6 does include the official listing of International Organizations having 

provided inputs to the debates on the Green Paper, being FORESTA Policy Dialogue 

Council one out of 21 responses. 

- Section 4.2 includes the results and recommendations on a number of themes, which 

the council members have freely raised as per their own knowledge and criterion. In 

particular, recommendations 7 to 16 do include a mix of debates between previous 

research priorities identified by other fora/project (like for example, the previous 

WINDS-LA project – one of the Council members is the coordinator of such project), 

thus, ensuring capitalization of previous conclusions and priorities reached elsewhere, 

in addition to specific debates and specific priorities raised at the FORESTA 

Conferences and workshops, where a number of research themes have been 

specifically supported as priorities to enhance the research cooperation between 

Europe and Latin American countries- 
- Recommendations 17 to 21 do include references to the importance to exploit the 

European channels based on the Technology Platform constituencies, as many of 

them (for example, references to European Technology Platform NEM are 

specifically made) do include actions on the international cooperation dimension of 

the research activities. Other technology platforms like Net!Works, ISI, NESSI have 

been specifically spotted as relevant vehicles to channel the cooperation between 

Europe and Latin America. 
- Recommendations 22 to 30 are results of specific concerns raised by any of the  

FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council Members at any of the FORESTA Policy 

Dialogue Council audio-conferences or FORESTA Conferences or FORESTA 

workshops or FORESTA round-tables held in the targeted countries, as well as 

individual or bilateral meetings or audio-conferences held with Members of the 

Council. 
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- Annex 3 provides a general summary of the FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council 30 

Recommendations issued till the time of producing this report. 
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2. Introduction 
The main deliverable of Task 3.3 of the FORESTA Project, the Policy Dialogue Council, is a 

set of key recommendations identifying common R&D priorities, opportunities and 

challenges, but also including short to middle term recommendations in order to achieve the 

long term perspectives.  

The objective of the Council and its recommendations is to strengthen and support the ICT 

policy dialogue between Europe and Latin America in the ICT domain. This will be 

accomplished by: 

 Formulating recommendations for better focus the scope and rules of the process of 

selecting  national (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico) and regional 

research priorities; 

 Anticipating technologies application trends likely to be supported by research work 

for the region targeted. 

Accordingly with the FORESTA Description of the Work, Task T3.3 ends in June 2011 and 

this is the only and final document regarding the activities of the FORESTA Policy Dialogue 

Council.  Due to this fact, this deliverable D3.3 report on two issues: 

- Setting up, organization and rules of the Council; sustainability of the Council 

- Collection of recommendations made by the Council. 
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3. The FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council 
 

The FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council is an independent Latin America Council of experts, 

with the objective of harmonizing Latin American (LatAm) ICT research policies and 

instruments with special attention to the EU-LatAm cooperation practices. 

It is conceived as a new institution created inside of FORESTA project and supported by 

FORESTA project until the end of 2011, but somehow independent of FORESTA looking for 

a longer life, with the aim of continuing its activities after the end of FORESTA project 

supported by other means to be agreed during 2011. 

Members of the Council are well-reputed experts from the industry, the industry Associations, 

the Academy and the Government, acting always as individual people independently of their 

position in these bodies. 

It was expected a Council integrated by 3 to 5 members for each one of the five target 

countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico), plus another ones of other 

relevant Latin America countries acting as an observers. 

The outputs of the Council as targeted are, at least, the following: 

- a position paper describing a common Latin America cooperation strategy with 

Europe in the field of ICT research in the middle to long term period, with special 

attention to cooperation practices inside the new FP8 

- a set of recommendations in the short to medium term period, appointing to the key 

issues to be solved in order to reach the goals established in the position paper 

Another documents and foresight studies may be also issued by the Council addressing 

relevant aspects of the Latin America ICT research policies and instruments.  

The main aim of the Council is to provide “anticipatory intelligence” to policy makers and 

other relevant actors in the five target Latin America countries, as well as “enabling change” 

to improve the efficiency of ICT research in Latin America. 

The Council will be supported in its administrative needs by a FORESTA Secretariat chaired 

by ROSE and with at least one member by each FORESTA LatAm partner. 

The model of Council adopted is running reasonably well in another EU Support Actions 

currently in course such as Mapeer SME, NEM Open Media Forum or Synchronizer.  The 

delay in the creation of the Council (with respect to the indicated in the DoW) has been used 

to gain experience and avoid failures, assuring the success. 

The relatively high number of members of the Council makes more valid and representative 

their conclusions and recommendations, having no necessity of further validation. 

Finally, the responsibility of FORESTA is just the set up of the Council, the support to its 

activities, the edition of the documents produced and the promotion of participation of its 

members in events related with their task.  The final goal (harmonizing LatAm ICT research 

policies and their alignment with the EU ones in the middle to long term period) relays 

basically in the members of the Council and in the political wisdom of the five target 

countries. However, as per experience in the first setting of the council, the active support 

provided by the FORESTA secretariat has been instrumental to achieve the enormous activity 

of the Council as well as the large number of concrete recommendations. Congratulations by 

local Latin American partners have been received by FORESTA on the fruitful debates 

pushed by the Council as well as the concrete and, to the point, recommendations elaborated. 
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3.1 SET UP OF THE COUNCIL 

The process for the setting up of the Council was specified in a Terms of Reference document 

issued in middle March.  This was an internal instrumental document of FORESTA project 

and it is not included in this final report that explains the real process that has taken place. 

This process has been as follows: 

1.- Every one of the five LatAm partners belonging to the five target countries 

(Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico) was asked to select a minimum of 5 

and a maximum of 8) experts. Additionally, they would appoint one top person of 

their organizations as a member.  ALETI would look for another additional 3 to 5 

experts belonging to other Latin America countries and ALETI, that would act as 

observers.   

2.- The profile of the expert is a well reputed professional belonging now or in the 

recent past to the Industry, the industry Associations, Governmental bodies, advisors 

to the Government or Universities and Research Centres 

3.- The selection process included an informal first approach indicating to the 

candidate: 

- that his/her participation would be absolutely as an individual expert an in 

any case as a member of an institution, and that his/her contributions would 

be made always under a personal basis and will not reflect the official 

position of the body where they work in; 

- that his/her participation in the Council is not going to be remunerated 

economically; 

- that his/her name would be included in the documents issued by the Council 

and in the FORESTA dissemination products: website, Newsletters, etc.; 

- that his/her work would not require travel and could be made as an office or 

home task, reading documents, interchanging points of view and 

collaborating on line in the redaction of the documents.   

4.- Following this first approach, a formal invitation has been made to the selected 

candidates.  The model of the formal invitation letter is indicated in Annex 1.  In case 

of acceptance, they had to sign and send us the letter of acceptance. 

5.- The selection process with all the letter of acceptance received, would finish by 

March 20
th
.   

6.- Once the selection process was completed, the Secretariat of the Council enabled 

all the working tools and provided all the Council members with the first 

“information pack”, integrated by the following: 

- Executive summaries and conclusions extracted of the Deliverables D3.1 

(revised), D3.2 (new), D4.1 and D4.2 (full documents have been accessible 

also to consult information when necessary). 

- Another inputs form FORESTA project such as results of the Colombia 

Conference. 

- Documents from the European Union: papers about Innovation Union, FP8 

papers, etc. 

- Methodology of work and foreseen schedule. 

7.- Finally a total of 29 experts have been selected as Council members as indicated 
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in Annex 2. The Council was fully constituted and in disposition of beginning to 

work by the end of March, as foreseen in the Terms of Reference internal document. 

 

3.2 METHODOLOGY OF WORK  

The Council has worked using a mixed of  on-line tools (email, website, ...) and physical 

meetings, usually held at the time of FORESTA Conferences and Concertation meetings. The 

fact that they have acted under voluntary basis with no economic remuneration, made 

impossible any presence in overseas meetings. Anyhow, the result of this methodology of 

work has been very successful at the light of the results achieved. 

The work of the Council has been managed and supported by the Secretariat, in order to 

achieve the objectives on time and with the adequate quality. 

Given the short timeframe available to prepare the expected documents from the Council, the 

Secretariat has prepared the first drafts of the documents to be discussed by the members of 

the Council, arising also the key issues for the internal debate and establishing deadlines for 

the new advanced versions of the document, created with the contributions of the Council 

members. 

The observer members (third LatAm countries) have acted the same way as the official 

members, although they had no voting capacity.  They had voice but not vote.  Anyhow, it has 

not been needed any voting during the process of elaboration of the position paper and 

recommendations, as indicated later on. 

3.2.1 On-line collaborative working tools 

Email 

In spite of the relatively high number of members, the classic email dialogue has been an 

effective way to distribute the drafts, to gather the comments of the members and to approve 

the final papers and recommendations. 

Council website 

The Council had also a complementary place to carry out its tasks inside the FORESTA 

website.  As this website experienced a complete refurbishing during March 2011, it has been 

adapted also to this new function.  It is not foreseen during the project an independent website 

for the Council.  Synergies with FORESTA website makes more efficient to use the same 

website for both purposes.  

Forum 

The forum tool was offered to the Council Members, but they really appreciated the use of 

email and physical personal meetings, rather than expressing their views in open environment. 

Consequently, the forum has been kept as a tool to assist the Council, but not really as the 

main operational tool to support the activities of the Council.  

Up to now, the use of the forum tool by the Council members has been scarce and the email 

has been clearly the main instrument used to prepare to final position paper and 

recommendations issued by the Council.  Anyhow, the forum tool remains open for all the 

Council members. 

Voting 

Up to now, the process of creation and approval of the Council documents has been made by 
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consensus without the need of any voting.  The scarce use of the forum tool and this fact 

made advisable not to enable any voting tool in the Council website, formerly foreseen at the 

beginning of the Task.  

When the document is produced, it is offered to the whole Council membership for rejection, 

amendment or endorsement. 

Others 

Three different tools were considered to enable teleconferences among the Council members:  

- Skype  

- Red Clara 

- Second life enabled Conference Room 

Administrative problems made impossible the use of Red Clara with the agility needed by the 

Council.  Second life was also disregarded due to the profile of the experts, the need of deep 

training and the doubtful advantages of this tool.   

Skype was familiar to all the Council members and it was selected as the normal 

teleconference tool.  

 

3.2.2 Face to face meetings 

Although foreseen in the FORESTA Description of Work (DoW), the relatively high number 

of Council members and the fact they work under a voluntary basis (with no budget for 

dedication or travel), makes unrealistic the face to face meetings of the whole Council 

membership. However, the physical meetings f local Council members at the time of 

FORESTA Conferences and concertation meetings have been widely used to raise the main 

issues of discussion among the Council members The secretariat has been supported the 

Council members to properly focus the issues under debate as well as developing the position 

papers based on the inputs, ideas from the Council members.   

In addition,  on-line Skype teleconferences have been held very frequently.  

 

3.2.3 Decision making process 

As indicated before, the Secretariat has conducted the Forum and the progress of the work 

launching drafts and topics for discussion and gathering and compiling the information and 

opinions expressed by the Council members in the Forum, sending them again for refining 

until a final version is ready. 

Final documents have been formally approved the same way.  

Given the aim of the Council, a wide consensus was pursued in the most of the cases. So far, 

this has been achieved in all the cases. 

 

3.2.4 Secretariat structure and tasks 

The Secretariat of the Council is integrated by the five LatAm partners belonging to the five 

target countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico) plus ROSE that chairs the 

Secretariat and conducts its tasks. 

Tasks to be made and responsible partner are the following: 
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task description responsible 

1 Providing the Council with the methodology of work and the first 

information package, as well as drafting recommendations, 

proposing themes for debates. 

ROSE 

2 Implementation of the on-line tools ITESM 

3 Providing initial training an help in the use of the collaborative on 

line tools to the Members of the Council and/or pushed for local 

Council Members activity, preparation of local issues for debate 

and support to local Members of the Council 

All LatAm 

partners 

4 Preparation of the first set of themes for debate and issues to be 

discussed inside the Council 

ROSE 

5 Editing of the output document ROSE 

 

3.3 SCHEDULE of Setting up and Activities of the Council 

3.3.1 Set up of the Council 

The original schedule of activities of the council  is depicted here below. 

As can be seen, the Council has been set up by highly reputed experts from all Latin 

American countries participating in FORESTA project and the first recommendations have 

been issued duly on time for the CSF Consultation. 

 

3.3.2 Activities of the Council 

Here below is the final schedule identified for the work of the council. 

14                                     2021                                     2728                                     0607                                     1314                                     2021                                     27

week 7 week 8 week 9 week 10 week 11 week 12

Terms of Reference refining

ROSE & Teseo Begining of the Council

tasks

Selection of the Council members

LatAm partners

Sending invitation letters

LatAm partners

enabling of the collaborative on line work tools

ITESM

preparation of the first information packages

  and the first drafts to be discussed

ROSE

gathering letters of acceptance

final Council composition

february march

ToR first draft ToR final
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As can be seen, because the high competence of the members of the Council and the interest 

on its activities, the first position paper has been issued successfully in May 2011, in a very 

short timeframe, constituting a major demonstration and evidence of the efficiency of the 

model selected for the Council, as well as the composition of the members of the Council, an 

activity which all FORESTA partners have been highly committed. 

 

3.4 SUSTAINABILITY OF THE COUNCIL 

The objectives of FORESTA project regarding the Policy Dialogue Council area the 

following: 

- establishment of the Council 

- coordination of Council activities 

- editing of the documents produced by the Council 

- promotion of the participation of Council members in all relevant forums, 

conferences and other events. 

These objectives must be accomplished inside the FORESTA project that is during 2011.  

Anyhow, given the importance of its tasks and the difficulties of achieving the final goals in 

such a short term, it is more than desirable that the Council remains active after the end of 

FORESTA project.  This fact has been indicated also by the independent reviewers during the 

Mid Term Review. 

During the second half of 2011, this issue will be also debated inside the Council with the 

purpose of preparing a formal proposal to the FORESTA Concertation Workshop of funding 

agencies planned by September 2011.  Another alternatives or complementary actions may be 

also considered.   

July August September October November December

position paper on middle to long term

ICT research cooperation policies

short to middle term recommendations

additional issues

enabling the continuity of the Council, after FORESTA

April May June

first draft

final paper

final paper

                   first draft
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4 Recommendations from the Council 

The Council has been working during several months on the debates about policy, technology 

and applications which would empower the cooperation between Europe and Latin American 

countries in the ICT domain. The method followed is based on the foresight studies approach. 

Future oriented thinking is vital for any planning or policy activity to be able to meet future 

challenges. Foresight is a widely recognized methodology which enhances such thinking by 

gathering anticipatory intelligence from a wide range of knowledge sources in a systematic 

way and linking it to today's decision making. 

The value of adopting explicit processes to consider and manage the future through Foresight 

studies is now widely recognized for a number of reasons, including: 

- Research and Innovation policies are necessarily based on visions of the future of 

science, technology and society; 

- Research and Innovation policies need more systemic instruments to manage the 

increasing complexity of the dynamics of change. 

 

Hence, the successful establishment of ICT policies will require open coordination of these 

visions of the future of science, technology and society, as well as the use of open Foresight 

as a systemic instrument in which all relevant stakeholders will be represented. 

Foresight fulfils two functions. The first one is to “enabling change” while the second one is 

to “provide anticipatory intelligence” to policy-developers and other actors. 

 

The main sources of knowledge for these Foresight studies in the FORESTA project are: 

- FORESTA preliminary studies (tasks 3.1 and 3.2); 

- Expertise and knowledge from ICT Policy and Dialogue Support Council members 

(representing key stakeholders from Public and Private sector 

 

The main outcome of this process is a set of key recommendations identifying common R&D 

priorities, opportunities and challenges and which focus particularly on long term 

perspectives. The objective of the Council and its recommendations is to strengthen and 

support the ICT policy dialogue between Europe and Latin America in the ICT domain. This 

will be accomplished by:  

 

- Formulating longer term national (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico) 

and regional research priorities; 

 

- Anticipating technologies application trends likely to be supported by research work 

for the region targeted.  

 

In order to derive the following set of recommendations, a number of meetings have been 

held among council members. 

 

 

4.1 Recommendations on Research and Innovation 
cooperation policies 

4.1.1 Position about International Cooperation in the Common 
Strategic Framework 

The FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council has the aim at identifying issues and making 

suggestions about the best way to enhance the dialogue on ICT technologies between Europe 

and Latin America. In this process, there is a need of clearly identifying the views, problems, 

current status, of the ICT high tech sector in Latin America.  
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Due to the fact that Europe is currently surveying on the shaping of the future Common 

Strategic Framework programme, the successor of the current FP7, and noting the fact that the 

European survey does contemplate questions specific on the International Cooperation aspects 

of the cooperative research, the EU-Latin America Policy Dialogue Council decided to issue a 

position paper expressing the views of the Policy Council on this important subject. The 

views and considerations of the Policy Council are here commented. 

The Green Paper  of the European Commission 

(http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/com_2011_0048_csf_green_paper_en.pdf) “From 

Challenges to Opportunities: Towards a Common Strategic Framework for EU 

Research and Innovation funding” has launched a wide public debate on the key issues to 

be taken into account for future EU research and innovation funding programmes. The 

responses to this consultation will be used in the preparation of these programmes. They will 

be part of the Commission's proposals for the next Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) 

to be presented in June 2011. Specific proposals are due to be adopted by the end of 2011. 

The research, business, government and civil society communities and citizens are called 

upon to engage in this important debate. Therefore, the Policy Dialogue Council felt called to 

respond to this consultation. 

 

The approach to international cooperation has evolved considerably since the launch of FP7. 

The start of the work of Strategy Forum for International Cooperation (SFIC) has been an 

important new factor to take into account. It has strengthened the strategic approach to 

international cooperation and the complementarities between the activities of the Member 

States and those of the Union.  

 

In this consultation, the Policy Dialogue Council would like to express its views specifically 

on the question number 24 which calls for comments on:  

¿How can EU support for international cooperation with non-EU countries in 

research and innovation contribute best to the objectives of Europe 2020 and the 

EU's external policies? ¿How can EU-based research and innovation become more 

attractive to partners from around the world? ¿What conditions should be placed 

on funding non-EU partners? ¿How should cooperation with Member States be 

reinforced in such international collaborations? 

 

The comments from the Policy Dialogue Council are here below provided to each of the 

questions. 

4.1.2 How can EU support for international cooperation with non-
EU countries in research and innovation contribute best to 
the objectives of Europe 2020 and the EU's external policies? 

Europe 2020 includes several high level targets: employment, research and innovation, 

climate change and energy, education and fight against poverty. The successful 

accomplishment of these high level goals requires global partnership. 

It is perceived that Europe 2020 goals are widely aligned with many of the Latin American 

policies. Most of the EU 2020 goals could be directly subscribed by the Latin American 

constituencies. There is much interest from Latin American researchers to closely work with 

the European fellow experts. Europe has a tremendous potential to enhance its research 

capacities through increasing the cooperation with Latin America.  

In order to materialize that cooperation having the Europe 2020 and EU´s external policies 

goals in mind, it would be convenient for Europe to make efforts on Dissemination of the 

European policies; this effort would lead on an increased interest from Latin American 

researchers to apply for cooperation with European research groups.  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/com_2011_0048_csf_green_paper_en.pdf
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International Cooperation with countries and regions around the world, outside Europe, 

should be pursued as a crucial priority in a modern economy. It is rather difficult to develop 

technologies, standards, service solutions, without the users and customers spread around the 

globe. In addition, sharing risks with other regions and researchers is an intelligent manner to 

make more efficient the value for money of the framework programme for R&D. 

Therefore, international partners should be included systematically as target players in the 

European research projects, positioning in any of the stages of the overall technology 

development chain (basic research to demonstration of services).  

Current FP7 INCO activities too much scattered over a plethora of actions, calls, instruments 

and countries. This is however not the main problem, as there are justifications for carrying 

out specific activities at different technology themes or contexts. However, there is a lack of 

an overall consistent plans on cooperation with each Region. The strategic research agendas 

that some projects and previous activities have suggested should require attention for the 

elaboration of future work programmes ensuring continuation of efforts from the past, and not 

reinventing or resetting the cooperation every two years. 

 

The future Common Strategy Framework programme should have a specific International 

Cooperation objective, of horizontal nature, which should ensure an overall consistency of all 

Actions being carried out at each specific research technology. The famous statement frequent 

in large organizations “the left hand does not know what right hand does”, should not be the 

pace of the European International Cooperation strategic actions. This strategic objective 

should define the global International cooperation plans, should ensure full visibility and 

cooperation of all those actions being carried out by different units, aiming at the highest 

possible cooperation and exploitation of synergies of all projects and actions. This action 

should not be restricted to a given thematic line, like Information Society and Media, but 

should try to cooperate and find synergies with other International Cooperation actions 

(Energy, Transportation, etc.). 

It should be borne in mind that in the ICT domain, the users and distributors of the 

telecommunications services are spread around the globe. Therefore, the international 

cooperation aspect of the R&D is even more crucial for the ICT industry. 

Latin America is investing about 0,3 % of its GDP in activities related to R&D; this figure is 

the average having Brazil in the top (1,02%) and Honduras on the bottom (0,04 %); data is 

extracted from the 2011 InnoLatino report published by Telefonica Foundation and show an 

enormous opportunity for growth. Consequently, the Policy Dialogue Council considers that 

Latin American Region should be a priority for the implementation of the Europe 2020 

goals. 

Recommendation: 1 Label Latin American Region as a business priority for Europe, 

thus, enhancing the research cooperation, as a tool to set fruitful and long term 

partnerships. 

 

4.1.3 How can EU-based research and innovation become more 
attractive to partners from around the world? 

The interest of researchers from partners around the world is not much different than the 

interests of the European researchers. Therefore, all those improvements claimed by European 

researchers for the new CSF are also relevant attractive points to partners from around the 

world. For example, Latin American partners are considering that R&D activities should 

primarily help the competitiveness of their industries and contribute to innovate on products 

and services.  

Europe does develop its own priorities which are later converted into the corresponding work 
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programme. Similarly, there should be a need of developing common shared strategic 

research agendas which are convenient for European researchers and non-EU based 

researchers. Continuation of the work done at several initiatives in the international 

cooperation arena within FP7 should be capitalized and further implemented. The 

empowering of a specialized International Cooperation Action Line within the CSF should 

facilitate the entry point for non EU researchers, who would have much better and precise 

picture about the benefits of the CSF. This International Cooperation Action Line.  

Efforts to promote the CSF in non EU Regions should be done. It is necessary to bear in mind 

that that the international cooperation does certainly contribute to enhance the internal EU 

research programme because of inputs and contributions from the best researchers around the 

world cooperating with Europeans, but also, a very crucial element of the cooperation in the 

research stage is the benefit to create partnership at the early stage which can later facilitate 

the exploitation phases: enlarged markets, harmonized standards, similar user interfaces, etc. 

All the other aspects of the simplification and more efficient rules under discussion for the 

CSF would undoubtedly make more attractive the European CSF to partners around the 

world.  

Recommendations:  

2  Develop common strategic research agendas with Regions, as basis for research 

cooperation. 

3 Launch a specialized International Cooperation Action Line to coordinate all 

activities regarding international cooperation. 

4 Promote the attractiveness of the European CSF through dissemination and 

information to best researchers around the world. 

4.1.4 What conditions should be placed on funding non-EU 
partners?  

 The conditions for the non-EU partners to participate in the CSF should be the same as for 

the European partners.  

However, there should be clear criteria for the incorporation of international partners: 

 As industrial fellow researchers (those research laboratories or partners who are 

at equivalent levels as European researchers, namely, US, Japan, Korea, ...). In 

this case, the reciprocity aspect should be the drivers to accept or reject the 

involvement of these international cooperation profiles. 

 As potential partners in the distribution chain, or partners in the extension of the 

European reach. In this case, the benefits for Europe to incorporate those partners 

should be clearly spot, even if there are no reciprocity arrangements. 

We believe that CSF should promote the incorporation of Latin American partners on equal 

terms as the European researchers. 

Recommendation: 

5   Discriminate the benefits of international cooperation partners on the basis of 

potential business for Europe. Reciprocity should be applied for competing Regions. 
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4.1.5 How should cooperation with Member States be 
reinforced in such international collaborations? 

Most European members States do have international cooperation programmes with Regions 

around the world. There is need for mutual benefit of Europe and Member States.  

A common International Cooperation Research Forum should be created in order to seek 

for exploitation of synergies among the European and the National programmes. This Forum, 

similar as other Forums, like the Future Internet Forum, should ensure wide dissemination of 

activities being carried out at national and European levels. 

Recommendation:   

           6    Launch an International Cooperation Research Forum to exploit synergies 

among all European activities at European, National, Regional and Local level. Exploit 

complementarities among European programmes. 

 

4.1.6 FORESTA Council responds to European Consultation on 
the Green Paper 

As explained in previous sections, the paper of the FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council and 

its recommendations regarding international cooperation have been put forward to the 

European Commission consultation on setting the shape and objectives of the Common 

Strategic Framework.  

Although the timing for the consultation was extremely short, FORESTA project committed 

to set up the council and support its activities bearing in mind the major challenge of 

producing a consensus document in response to the Common Strategic Framework 

consultation. This challenge was successfully met and on May 20
th
, FORESTA Policy 

Dialogue Council appears as one of the recognized stakeholders having made significant 

contribution to this consultation. 

The style of the process to produce the paper, the content of the subjects of this paper, as well 

as the collaboration of Council members with the firm support from the Secretariat of the 

Council, have set an important milestone of the projects.  

 

 International Organisations  (27)  

o Artemis 254 KB 

o CABI 285 KB 

o Creative Commons Usa 100 KB 

o Enabling Open Scholarship 730 KB 

o Eu-Russia Industrialists Roundtable 11 KB 

o Eureka 303 KB 

o European - American Business Council 677 KB 

o European Foundation for Management Development - Efmd 251 KB 

o FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council Eu-Latin America 127 KB 

o Heterogeneous Technology Alliance - Hta 132 KB 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/index_en.cfm?pg=responses&showtoo=international_organisations&show=post
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/artemis.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/cabi.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/creative_commons_usa.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/enabling_open_scholarship.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/eu-russia_industrialists_roundtable.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/eureka.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/european_-_american_business_council.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/european_foundation_for_management_development_-_efmd.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/foresta_policy_dialogue_council_eu-latin_america.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/heterogeneous_technology_alliance_-_hta.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
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o Ihdp - International Human Dimensions Programme on Global 

Environmental Change 319 KB 

o International Federation of Anthroposophic Medical Associations Ivaa 

212 KB 

o International Knowledge Exchange 111 KB 

o International Partnership for Microbicides (IPM) 27 KB 

o Joint Programming Initiative Oceans 40 KB 

o Marie Curie Fellows Association - Mcfa 279 KB 

o Northern Sparsely Populated Areas - Nspa 254 KB 

o Project Platform for African-European Partnership in Agricultural Research 

for Development - Paepard 355 KB 

o Quie2t Coordination Action 137 KB 

 

4.2 Recommendations on setting Research priorities and 
anticipating technologies application trends. 

In order to develop a set of recommendations on specific research priorities, the Council has 

revised the work carried out by a multiplicity of studies, some of them still ongoing and 

others which have pointed out towards main trends in the technology field. From this search 

of research technologies, the Council has set up a number of priorities which are brought as 

main recommendations from the Council. 

To develop research priorities in the Science and Technology ICT sector, it should be borne in 

mind a number of crucial factors.  

- ICT infrastructure and capacity in place  

- Variability in cultural adaptation of ICTs. The two regions themselves, and countries and 

communities within them, are at different stages in terms of access to ICTs, usage and 

quality of use. There are also significant variations in the cultural adaptation of ICTs, 

shaped by the „temporality‟ of everyday life; occupational structures and the division of 

labor; the nature of „solidarity‟; the degree of „individuality‟ and „communality‟ in the 

culture. 

 

These recommendations have been the result of a series of meetings and debates held among 

the FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council. Among other meetings: 

- Audio-conference to launch the FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council activities (March 

2011) 

- Audio-conference to prepare the response to the Green Paper on converting challenges 

into opportunities. 

- FORESTA Conference in Argentina (Buenos Aires, June 9th, 2011) 

- FORESTA Conference in Chile (Santiago, June 7
th
-8

th
 2011) 

- FORESTA meeting in Bogotá (2
nd

 June 2011) at the University of Los Andes. 

- FORESTA meeting in México at the time of the overall FORESTA conference (México 

DF, 5
th
 July 2011). 

4.2.1 Studies on research priorities 

The exercise of selecting the research priorities has been possible thanks to picking up 

research list from a variety of sources. Among the sources are: previous related projects like 

WINDS-LA, research agendas of the European Technology Platforms, draft research agendas 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/ihdp_-_international_human_dimensions_programme_on_global_environmental_change.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/ihdp_-_international_human_dimensions_programme_on_global_environmental_change.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/international_federation_of_anthroposophic_medical_associations_ivaa.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/international_knowledge_exchange.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/international_partnership_for_microbicides_(ipm).pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/joint_programming_initiative_oceans.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/marie_curie_fellows_association_-_mcfa.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/northern_sparsely_populated_areas_-_nspa.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/project_platform_for_african-european_partnership_in_agricultural_research_for_development_-_paepard.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/project_platform_for_african-european_partnership_in_agricultural_research_for_development_-_paepard.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/csfri/pdf/contributions/post/international_organisations/quie2t_coordination_action.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
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of the under creation Latin American Technology Platforms on specific topics (like Future 

Internet and ICT Components), policy actions by the European Commission (like the 

standardization-related cooperation), and the individual views and ideas from the Council 

Members. 

Regarding the check of validity of some of the previous recommendations from the WINDS-

LA project, it delineated a Roadmap as a strategy to improve existing collaboration among 

researchers, research stakeholders and policy makers from Europe and Latin America in the 

field of ICT research. The roadmap focused on the state of the art of such cooperation and 

identified existing challenges and dynamics. Therefore, Council Members were given the 

previous results of this project in order to pick up those research priorities which are still 

considered as very relevant from the point of view of the Council Members. This action has 

been possible thanks to the involvement of the Coordinator of the WINDS Latin America 

project as one very active Council Member of the FORESTA Council. 

The roadmap tried to contribute to  

 Reducing fragmentation between the EU and LA research agendas; 

 Articulation between multilateral and bilateral cooperation level; 

 Improve capacity to monitor cooperation progresses; 

 Respond to the need for persistence/continuity/sustainability; 

 Facilitate bench-learning among LA countries. 

 

Main assumptions and findings to select priorities were previously identified: 

 ICT research is transversal to virtually all research fields; 

 ICT research is by nature extremely open to international collaboration; 

 ICT research is by nature multi-stakeholder, strongly involving the private sector and – as 

research stakeholders – many other society constituencies such as NGOs, or users 

associations; 

 ICT research is strongly complementary to the existing EU-LAC dialogue on Information 

Society (EU-LAC Ministerial Forums on Information Society of Seville, Rio, Lima, 

Lisbon in the period 2002-2006);  

 ICT research champions exist in LA and can help other LA research organisations to 

improve their performance in an international perspective; 

 ICT policy champions also exist and can help other countries to build up research agendas 

in the ICT field. 

 

The actions there identified  were considered along a timeline 2008-2013, and go in the 

direction of fostering a multilateral and multi-stakeholder dialogue on ICT research between 

the EU and Latin America; they constitute starting point for the target horizon which 

FORESTA does point (2010-2015). 

 Observe: Build a stable mechanism to monitor on a permanent basis the ICT research 

excellence and priorities of LA, in order to be able to focus cooperation and funding on 

themes of EU-LA common interest and benefit; 

 Promote: Promote the establishment of ICT research bilateral funds (EU-Mexico, EU-

Brazil, etc…), together with an articulation mechanism among them; 

 Articulate: Establish strong links between different EU-LA funding schemes that deal 

with ICT and with research: FP7, ALFA, @LIS, but also CYTED, OEI, etc; 

 Build Capacity: Run capacity-building actions to improve the skills base of ICT 

researcher, especially in terms of project planning and management. These should include 

the development of cost-effectiveness models; work on ways of recruiting more ICT 
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researchers; work on continuing professional development and studies on streamlining 

and improving the efficiency of the current research infrastructure; 

 Strategy building: Work for the definition of a Latin American strategy for ICT research 

cooperation with Europe, articulated both with existing S&T strategies (FP7) and with 

Information Society Strategies (@LIS, eLA2010); 

 Raise Awareness: Carry on awareness-raising actions to raise the profile of LA ICT 

research amongst key EU stakeholders, particularly policy-makers and funding agencies, 

through discussion papers and other dissemination vehicles (seminars, workshops and 

round tables); 

 Include: Specifically foster inclusion of third sector and SMEs as relevant stakeholders 

and partners in EU-LA ICT research cooperation. 

Furthermore, WINDS proposed one “system recommendation”, that was the setup of the EU-

LA ICT Research Multi-stakeholder Committee, a stable group representing EU and Latin 

American governments, research networks, international organisations, civil society networks 

and research users‟ associations, in charge of following up the recommendations proposed in 

the Roadmap, evaluating research results and developments, validating key research themes. 

This group could function as a part of the EU-LA Science and Technology Liaison Office in 

Brussels. This visionary recommendation from the WINDS project is certainly 

implemented partially by the EU-Latin American Policy Dialogue Council. Therefore, it 

can be stated that FORESTA Policy Council is building its conclusions on top of previous 

work carried out by WINDS, with the corresponding focus on the Council policy context and 

its methodology of work. 

Similar debates have been also held at the occasion of FORESTA conferences in Argentina, 

Colombia, Chile and México, highlighting a number of research areas as the main priorities 

closely connected with the Latin American countries societal challenges. 

 
From these inputs, the following top priority areas, were identified: 

 

ICT research for Health 

Focusing on ICT for personalised care solutions, patient safety, medical/health 

imaging and mobility support, as well as on ICT-supported health systems 

management improvement. Future cooperation in the area would be of mutual benefit 

of Europe and Latin America due to the high priority assigned to the area in political 

terms in most of LA countries and to the existence in the region of a high number of 

important research actors active in the field, both major universities and smaller 

actors, such as many research centres and NGOs carrying on relevant research. 

Fostering cooperation in this area would also increase networking and articulation 

between EC-funded research and actions supported by other national and 

international donors (such as the Inter-American Development Bank).  

Recommendation  

7) The Policy Dialogue Council considers that ICT research for Health priority 

is still relevant but would refocus it on Research for the immersive use of ICT in 

the Health sector. 

 

ICT for environment and biodiversity 

Focusing on flexible and user-centric ICT solutions for sustainable use of natural 

resources and for better management of ecosystems including the mitigation of 

degraded environment (including biodiversity), high risk exposure to diverse 
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pollutants and to disasters, as well as on the vision of ICT contributing to a cleaner, 

safer and healthier global environment. Future cooperation in the area would be of 

mutual benefit of Europe and Latin America due to the high priority assigned to the 

area in political terms in most of LA countries, to the high biodiversity richness of 

the LA region and to the existence in the region of a high number of important 

research networks in the field (almost every LA country is supporting a research 

network in the field). Finally, this theme would allow EU and LA research networks 

to provide a contribution to global problems, such as disaster reduction or climate 

change, and to facilitate research integration across Latin America (facilitating 

exchange across LA countries). 

Recommendation 

8) The Policy Dialogue Council considers that ICT research for Health priority 

is still relevant but would refocus it on Research for the immersive use of ICT in 

the Health sector. 

 

 

ICT for learning 

Focusing on using ICT to make digital resources available to researchers and citizens 

(with specific attention to local cultural specifications, to linguistic diversity and to 

bottom-up content production) and on building ICT-supported learning networks at 

different levels (school, universities, informal and non conventional learning) able to 

embed lifelong learning strategy into every aspect of citizens' life. Future cooperation 

in the area would be of mutual benefit of Europe and Latin America due to the high 

priority assigned to the area in political terms in most of LA countries and to the 

existence in the region of a high number of important research actors and networks 

active in the field, and of a high number of private sector actors active in the field 

(both SMEs and large companies). 

Recommendation 

9) The Policy Dialogue Council considers that ICT for learning keeps on being 

one of the most relevant priorities for the development of Latin America 

countries. 

 

Software engineering: focusing on web services infrastructures, particularly on on-

demand software, open source applications, which are allowing reacting with 

software solutions to challenges of a changing environment; software for transport 

and automotive industry. 

Recommendation 

10) The Policy Dialogue Council considers that software engineering is one of the 

fields where Latin America competences can play a significant role in the global 

scene, at the same level of India and China, with the priorities indicated above.  

 

ICT and energy: focusing on ICT and increasing demand for energy, ICT 

contribution to optimise the use of renewable energy sources, throughout the whole 

life-cycle of products and processes, design smarter and cleaner products and 

processes, optimising energy consumption and reducing waste. 

Recommendation 
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11) The Policy Dialogue Council considers that the ICT contribution in energy 

efficiency and renewable energies, are key cooperation fields between Europe 

and Latin America, as demonstrated by ongoing LAIF current initiatives. 

   

  ICT for social inclusion and connectivity: focusing on ICT innovative solutions 

  at facilitating social inclusion of marginalised citizens (disabled, socially excluded, 

  geographically isolated); connectivity-related research both on high-speed networks 

  and low-connectivity solutions. 

 

Recommendation 

12) The Policy Dialogue Council considers that e-inclusion is one of the main 

domains where Latin America contribution may be more relevant, defining a set 

of efficient solutions of global impact. 

 

  Security and prevention systems, self defending networks: focusing on ICT use  

  to strengthen security and dependability of key infrastructures such as energy   

  production sites and transmission systems, storage and distribution, ICT networks, 

  sensitive manufacturing plants, banking and finance, healthcare, or transportation 

  systems. 

Recommendation 

13) The policy Dialogue Council considers that security and prevention systems 

have strategic relevance for many Latin America countries, in order to provide 

Governmental bodies of new efficient instruments to face the main threats and 

risks in this field. 

 

 Grid computing, massive data processing, e-science, mobile computing: focusing 

 on distributed and  peer-to-peer systems, complex computer clustering, parallel 

 computing; future Internet  technology. Mobile/ubiquitous computing: focusing on 

 interoperability and flexibility of mobile and broadband technologies, ubiquitous access 

 to broadband mobile services, context awareness; traffic processing between core and 

 edge networks. 

Recommendation 

14) The policy Dialogue Council considers that Latin America may act as an 

important European partner in Grid Computing, massive data processing and e-

science, playing also a role as a market provider. The policy Dialogue Council 

considers that mobile and ubiquitous computing fields are considered common 

ICT research priorities by all Latin America countries. 

 

ICT tools for productivity and industry competitiveness: much emphasis has been 

raised in several FORESTA workshops regarding the development of research on tools to 

enhance and empower the competitiveness of the industries in Europe and Latin America, 

notably for the SMEs group of entities.  
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.  

FORESTA conference in Buenos Aires 

 

Recommendation 

15) The policy Dialogue Council considers that the development of new 

technologies and wide exploitation of the ICT tools should aim at enhancing the 

competitiveness of the European and Latin American industries.  

 

 eGovernment & services to citizen: focusing on ICT applications able to enhance  the 

 interaction and transparency between citizens and government and to help  coordinating 

 administrative services at different levels. 

Recommendation  

16) The policy Dialogue Council considers that the development of eGovernment 

system and that mobile and ubiquitous computing fields are considered common 

ICT research priorities by all Latin America countries has a key role in the 

economic development of Latin America countries, providing efficient ways of 

improving the services for the citizens and making more efficient the 

Governmental tasks. 

 

Technology Platforms. Vehicles to develop Research Agendas 

The most updated mechanism in Europe to define research policies is through the European 

technology platforms. These bodies group main research industries, centres, SMEs, 

governments, standardization bodies, etc., which altogether define the main research areas 

setting up the so called Strategic Research Agendas (SRAs).  

The European Technology Platforms have already expanded their activities to establish 

National Technology Platforms. Once example of this important action is the European 

FIRST project, which sets Latin American Technology Platforms, each one setting their own 

strategic research agenda.  

Recommendation 

17) The policy Dialogue Council considers that the concept of the national or 

multinational technology platforms is one of the most valid mechanism to set and 

develop strategic research agendas, as it group all stakeholders in the research 
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domain. 

One specific success case of Technology Platform, the most senior of the European 

technology platforms in the ICT sector, is NEM (Networked and Electronic Media). 

Fortunately, this Technology Platform has set a specific Activity in the area of international 

cooperation, aiming at developing common research agendas among European and overseas 

researchers. The position paper of NEM is worth to read in this context (www.nem-

initiative.org). 

Activities of NEM in Regions around the world may differ on goals, impact, outcome, 

schedule, etc., due to intrinsic starting point of the European cooperation in each region, but 

in general, goals of GlobalNEM can be defined as pursuing the following results: 

o A contribution, on international cooperation activities.  

o A general position paper stressing the relevance of international cooperation 

to meet the NEM Vision and as a part of implementing the NEM SRA.  

o Several country-specific or region-specific NEM recommendations. Example: 

NEM-India, NEM-Latin-American, NEM-Uruguay, etc. Goal: foster 

cooperation with those countries and regions. 

o Further inputs to update NEM Vision and NEM SRA, bringing the 

international cooperation as a high priority topic. 

 

Based on the actions being conducted, or planned, for international cooperation between 

Europe and Regions around the world, the following Recommendations are brought to the 

attention of NEM Steering Board, NEM General Assembly, European Commission DG 

INFSO, Eureka/Celtic, Eureka/Eurostar, Member States, National Technology Platforms: 

 European Entities, and in particular NEM participants, are strongly interested on the 

scientific and technological cooperation with Entities around the world. Priority 

Regions to pursue results from this cooperation are: India, China, Latin America, 

Brazil, South Asia, Japan, South Korea. Other regions are under analysis: USA, 

Russia.  

NEM Recommends the continuation of activities around the stakeholders groups set 

for each Region in order to coordinate, liaise, support, as appropriate, the activities of 

running support actions in the corresponding Regions, in fulfilling the expected 

outcome for each Region. 

Although references is made to NEM, other European Technology Platforms in the 

ICT field (ISI, NESSI, Net!Works)  do also emphasize the importance of the 

international cooperation affairs as crucial for the implementation of their vision and 

strategic research agendas. 

Recommendation 

18) Policy Dialogue Council shares the view of NEM, and other European 

Technology Platforms, to empower the cooperation of Europe and Latin 

America in the specific niche of networked media.  

 The organization of workshops, seminars, discussion and, working groups where 

European and other international researchers can meet are valuable tools to meet the 

goals of the International cooperation.  

Recommends the support to the organization of those events and commits the support 

from NEM participants to those support actions and projects organizing any sort of 
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the above events where the strategy and goals defined by NEM can be discussed and 

implemented. 

Recommendation 

19) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the support to the organization of those 

events and encourage the support from NEM participants to those support 

actions and projects organizing any sort of the above events where the strategy 

and goals defined by NEM can be discussed and implemented. 

 As fortunately NEM is not alone in the efforts of international cooperation and there 

are a number of activities being conducted elsewhere around the world with 

supporting projects from INCO and other objectives and challenges of the FP7, NEM 

participants should exploit the synergies with those other projects at most. 

NEM Recommends the formal liaison with all those relevant support actions and 

projects running under the international cooperation with priority regions defined in 

this paper. GlobalNEM reports periodically on liaisons and activities conducted by 

those projects in order to exploit synergies and assist mutually for enhanced 

cooperation of EU and other Regions researchers. The presentation of NEM Strategic 

Research Agenda should facilitate the promotion of research activities in its 

technology targets.  

Recommendation 

20) Policy Dialogue Council shares the views of the GlobalNEM Activity in 

regards of facilitating the debates among support action projects towards 

debating on their findings in terms of strategic research agendas. 

 GlobalNEM should continue pushing for the mechanisms to empower, enhance, as 

necessary, the cooperation within the EU Member States. Re-launching of the Mirror 

Group, launch of ERANET project, etc., are options which have to be seriously 

studied as tools to make easier the cooperation of Member States in order to 

harmonized, discuss, make consistent, the many national research programmes which 

address NEM technologies.  

Recommendation 

21) Policy Dialogue Council agrees that sharing priorities among countries is a 

way of optimization of the research agendas. In this regard, it is recommended 

the organization of debates among Latin American countries, with the 

participation of European researchers, regarding the sharing of priorities among 

the Latin American research programmes.  

Other specific debates 

 The promotion of the above activities require the organization of workshops, 

dissemination of research priorities, etc., which are activities to be conducted as tools 

to achieve the serious participation of research international entities in the EU 

projects and vice versa. There is a general lack of information and capacity on the 

way cooperative projects should run and their applicable rules. In this way, it is 

highly recommended to develop a mechanism for training in the Innovation arena. 

Inspired by the European Innovation Union umbrella, coaching on the development 
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of national research priorities, mechanisms for efficient consultation to the 

stakeholders, etc., should be implemented. 

Recommendation 

22) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting of a training and coaching 

programme devoted to train on the way to develop research agendas, sharing of 

priorities, and efficient consultation to stakeholders in the ICT research field.  

Other views and areas for strengthening the identification of technologies applications and 

trends. 

- Development of Broad context of ICT policy agenda/Plan. Specifically in the case of 

Mexico, the administration is in the middle of an analysis about the existence of an 

ICT public policy that can help us (the National Council for Science and Technology) 

to encourage international cooperation, in this case with Europe and in the frame of 

the LA region. At least in Mexico there are only some incipient national documents 

of the ICT sector, or to say it better in some ICT subsectors, and still lacking of a 

broad policy instrument. Another characteristic is that these documents are not being 

elaborated form the industrial point of view (demand) but with an active perspective 

from the academia and the government. 

So, it is thought that one of the big contributions from the policy dialogue should aim 

to promote the elaboration of policy agendas with a strong participation of the 

industrial sector, as the way the European Technology Platforms are integrated. 

Methodologies, best practices, policy making, instruments, can be shared form the 

European side in order to foster not only national but regional approaches to the 

elaboration of an ICT international collaboration agenda. I firmly think that most of 

countries of LA develop high level science, strong basic and applied science, but we 

lack formal mechanisms and experiences in transferring knowledge so to convert 

science in services and goods that can generate economic value and social impact. In 

this sense, this policy dialogue with Europe can also help to encourage this type of 

experience and collaboration between both regions. 

Recommendation 

23) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the promotion of Strategic ICT 

agendas, including Innovation (Research, development and innovation), in order 

to favour the research towards efficient exploitation of the results of the 

research. The Technology Platforms format is one valid vehicle to build 

constituency of the ICT sector, where the industrial views can be visibly and 

deeply represented. Using the research towards exploitation of its results. 
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Round table on ICT and eHealth. Dr. Julián Seseña and Dr. Ellen Hellsper (London School of 

economics and Political science) 

 

- Taking in account the Colombian contributions there is an agreement in considering 

that a human capital component is quite important: training, mobilization, etc. 

R&D&I has to be accompanied of large and big objectives specially on international 

cooperation projects. Some aspects to be taken into account are: 

- Innovation to favor competitiveness, specially targeting SMEs and their role in 

the developing economies. 

- Innovation targeting solutions for less favored communities, including rural 

communities and people with special needs. 

- Innovation towards sustainability, specially targeting Green ICT and other 

models to support growth and environmental preservation. 

 

Recommendation 

24) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the orientation of the research 

priorities with observing the weight of SMEs, less favoured communities and 

applicability of Green ICT to support growth and environmental protection. 

 

In the debates which followed the brainstorming held at the University of Los Andes, 

several important lessons were got: 

 

- Need of developing high level position paper on the cooperation EU-Latin 

America, through join Calls, accompanying processes: support to the early 

adoption of research results by the market (public and pre-commercial 

procurement), there is a need of move from the intellectual curiosity to the widest 

concept of innovation: exploitation of results, capabilities offered by the batches 

of universities licensees, etc. 

 

- It should be noted that national calls, like the ones launched by Colciencias in 

Colombia have got levels of over-subscription which exceeds the European FP7 

success rates. Colciencias received about 12.000 proposals, out of which only 360 

were entitles to get funding support, due to budget limitations. The potential of 

countries like Colombia is shown by this example of statistics. 
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- Also, the research has to be considered from an holistic perspective, in the way of 

promoting several other activities, like training, coaching, access to venture 

capital, etc. 

 

- In the specific case of Colombia, FORESTA Council discovered an enormous 

potential of research in the area of content, and specifically, in the area of gaming 

industry. Many companies and university groups are currently capable to 

cooperate with European excellence research centres in the development of 

innovative content. The seminar held in the University of Los Andes, with 

participation of FORESTA members, showed the high potential to further 

strength the links between Europe and Latin America. 

 

Recommendations 

25) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting up of special cooperation 

group between European researchers (namely represented by the Activity group 

on Gaming industries within the NEM technology Platform) and University 

groups like University of Los Andes from Colombia to further develop common 

research agendas on this research niche. 

26) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting up of cooperation 

mechanisms like the Eureka-Eurostars European programmes, which can 

benefit the cooperation among several research groups in different Latin 

American countries. Rules, operational procedures based on the European 

experience should be offered to the Latin American research funding agencies to 

explore the opportunities to launch common calls, to fund international research 

projects, etc. The Iberoeka programme can be the starting point to strength this 

type of cooperation. 

 

 

Picture of one of the brainstorming sessions (University of Los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia). Dr. Julián Seseña,  
Prof José Tiberio Hernández  and Prof. Pablo Figueroa.  “IMAGINE” Research group. 



FORESTA 

Fostering the Research Dimension of Science and Technology Agreements 

Project n° 248676    

D3.3- FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council                                                            30 / 37 

ROSE 

 

Label of the seminar on gaming industry and digital content (University of Los Andes, 

Bogotá, Colombia) 

 

Specific debates on Standardization issues.  

- Standardization is frequently the positive final goal of a research activity. Europe 

considers standardization as one of the highest priorities.  

The European Innovation Union plan of the European Commission states that the rapid 

shortening of innovation cycles and the convergence of technologies across the 

boundaries of the European standardization organizations are a particular challenge. 

There is a need of speeding up and modernize the standard-setting process to enable 

interoperability and foster innovation in fast-moving global markets. This will be 

combined with a multi-annual programme to anticipate new standardization needs and 

integration of standards into R&D projects in the research Framework Programme. There 

is a need of examining options for ensuring in a longer term perspective that the 

standardization system is able to adapt to the quickly evolving environment (relating, 

among others, to innovation and technological development). 

 

The European Union and its Member States should treat scientific cooperation with 

third countries as an issue of common concern and develop common approaches. This 

should contribute to global approaches and solutions to societal challenges and to the 

establishment of a level-playing field (removing barriers to market access, facilitating 

standardization, IPR protection, access to procurement etc.). In 2012 together with the 

ERA Framework, the Commission will propose common EU / Member States priorities in 

S&T as a basis for coordinated positions or joint initiatives vis-à-vis third countries, 

building on the work of the Strategic Forum for International Cooperation. In the 

meantime, the EU and Member States should act in a concerted manner when engaging in 

S&T agreements and activities with third countries. The potential scope for "umbrella" 

agreements between the EU and Member States with third countries has to be explored. 

http://sistemas.uniandes.edu.co/eventos/inscripcion.php?id_ev=7
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Recently, CEN, CENELEC and IRAM jointly published a document on “Strengthening 

cooperation between the standardization organisations of Europe and South 

America: Vice-President of the European Commission Mr Tajani’s official visit to 

Latin America”. “Vice-President of the European Commission and Commissioner 

responsible for Industry and Entrepreneurship, Mr Antonio Tajani, is travelling to Latin 

America, meeting his South American counterparts in Chile, Argentina and Brazil, the 

first official visit from a European Commissioner for industry in fifteen years! This 

landmark moment for the two continents, that have always enjoyed close historical, 

cultural, economic and political ties, will be the opportunity to give a new impulse to 

bilateral relations, this time through the prism of standardization, between South America 

and Europe, independently of current EU-Mercosur negotiations.” (details at: 

http://www.cen.eu/cen/News/PressReleases/Pages/TajaniVisitSouthAmerica.aspx).  

 

Recommendation 

27) Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting of permanent dialogue 

among key standardization bodies in Europe and Latin America with the 

perspective of exploiting the results of research activities, as well as setting their 

requirements in the early phases of the standardization process, aiming at jointly 

contributing to the overall global market expectations.  

 

Reciprocity issues 

- The reciprocity issue. Many times the cooperation in the research programmes raises a 

fundamental question: ¿Who benefits from the cooperation?, ¿What is the measurable 

benefit for the participant parties: either from Europe or from Latin America?. In addition 

the following questions are raised: ¿How to foster Latin American countries being leading 

a proposal, an idea?, ¿Could we reverse the typical process by which EU researchers lead 

the proposal while INCO LatAm researchers just join the overall work plan?, ¿Is there a 

possibility that a local LatAm research project can be converted into a Local-EU research 

project where the LatAm Research entity can preserve the leadership?, ¿Would the 

availability of LatAm funds serve to preserve the LatAm leadership? LA countries have 

the best place to identify local issues or needs, and some of these could be of interest and 

customised for EC through collaborative projects. 

-  

Recommendation 

28) Policy Dialogue Council recommends that Latin American countries continue 

being considered as preferential partners for the participation in the European 

framework programme, as there is a benefit for the European entities. 

 

29) Policy Dialogue Council recommends that Frame Work programme funds 

allocated to Latin American researchers can found additional funding from National 

funding agencies in order to promote their interest and benefits to cooperate with 

the European Consortia. Policy Dialogue Council recommends also empowering and 

making intensive use of a permanent dialogue with the people on charge of the 

current different funding cooperation instruments between Europe and Latin 

America including the EuropeAid ones and the new LAIF (Latin America 

Investment Facility) 

 

http://www.cen.eu/cen/News/PressReleases/Pages/TajaniVisitSouthAmerica.aspx
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Some of the above recommendations will require further work, elaboration and will lead to 

extension of the debates of the Council during coming months. 

Intelligent Transportation Systems. 

a) To foster creation and development of ITS National& Regional Platforms 

 

Many ITS applications used in the EU have not been deployed in Latin America yet, and it is 

very important to sensibilize government authorities about this topic, and also to foster the 

creation and development of ITS National Platforms, which can be used later to interact 

within the region(LA&C)and with the EU. 

The mission of ITS National Platforms is to establish a meeting point for all stakeholders: 

government authorities, universities, academics and students, research centres, user and 

consumer associations and industry companies, in order to share experiences, know-how and 

good practices. 

In this way, a forum where authorities can communicate public policies, users and consumers 

can spread their needs, industry may show the “state of the art” and academics can expose 

their thinking, investigation topics and future visions established. 

In Latin America, ITS entities have been created as not-for-profit organizations in Argentina, 

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico & Peru. The main goal of these organizations deeply meet 

the goal of the ITS National Platforms described before, so they can play this role. 

Encouraging the creation of this kind of entities in other countries, and help to strengthen and 

develop the existing ones is a very desirable first step. 

 

b) To survey ITS Architecture, Standards & Business Models used regionally 

 

ITS Architecture shows which systems have been deployed, which are in project stage and 

how these systems should interoperate. By keeping this architecture up-dated and establishing 

standards, ITS Architecture enables and guarantees present and future integration and 

interoperability between ITS applications. 

Business Models: BM establishes the necessary conditions in order for a project to be 

deployed in a sustainable way. Usually, the problems are not the ICTs involved (they has 

been already developed and applied) but the proper alignment of incentives. 

 

c) To deploy Traveller Information Systems 

 

The deploying of a Traveler Information System is a desirable goal. A multi-mode, real-time, 

two-way system which delivers information to select the most efficient way to  travel from 

one point to another, avoiding congested areas and emphasizing the use of Public Transport, 

can be widely used at most cities of the  region. 

 

Recommendation 

30) Policy Dialogue Council recommends that the research topics associated to 

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) be considered as priorities for further 

cooperation between Europe and Latin America.  
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5 ANNEX 1. Formal invitation for the potential members 

of the Council 

                                                                                                      

 

  Madrid, 10
th
 March 2011 

 

Subject:  Personal invitation to the EU-Latin America ICT Policy Dialogue 

Council 

It is a pleasure for me to invite you to join the EU-LatinAmerica Policy Dialogue Council on 

Cooperative Research in the Information and Communications Technologies field. 

Contributing to the definition of the European political direction in what concerns the EU-

LatinAmerica cooperation on research programmes and initiatives, the Policy Dialogue 

Council is launched thanks to the support of FP7 FORESTA  (Fostering the Research 

Dimension of Science and Technology Agreements) project.  

The EU-LatinAmerica ICT Policy Dialogue Council mandate is to stimulate and 

support ICT policies and  identify common R&D priorities, opportunities and challenges, 

focusing particularly on long-term perspectives between Europe and Latin America in 

support of Information and Communications Technologies research. The Council is set by 

well reputed experts from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and México and European 

experts, who all have a central role in the scientific community of their country. 

The Council will meet twice during the project at a time corresponding with other major 

project milestones. Intermediate discussions will be held through audio conferences, 

email and web forum. 

The Council works based on inputs provided by the FORESTA project which will 

stimulate international discussions. The work will be conducted mainly online through the 

Council website which, provisionally, will is hosted on the FORESTA website. The 

Council website provides Council members with a work zone in which they can share 

documents, have interactive discussions, etc. The Police Dialogue Council represents an 

opportunity to influence European policies in favor of EU-LatinAmerican cooperation in the 

research.  

We look forward to welcome you as a member. Please respond to this invitation, if you agree 

to become part of the EU-LatinAmerica ICT Policy Dialogue Council. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Julián Seseña 

Interim Chair of the EU-LatinAmerica ICT Policy Dialogue Council 

President 

Rose Vision  

FORESTA Partner 

rsnino@rose.es;jsesena@rose.es 

6 ANNEX 2. Members of the FORESTA Policy 
Dialogue Council on Europe – Latin America. 

Here is provided the full list of FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council Members. 



FORESTA 

Fostering the Research Dimension of Science and Technology Agreements 

Project n° 248676    

D3.3- FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council                                                            34 / 37 

ROSE 

Country Name Surname Entity 
Category (Government, 

Industry, Research Entity) 

Argentina 

Uriel Cukierman UP Academia 

Armando de Giusti Red UNCI Academia Association 

Esteban di Tada UP Academia 

Eduardo Gabelloni ETICs Comission - CAI Professional Association 

Carlos Pallotti Sadosky Foundation NGO 

Fernando Racca CESSI Industry Chamber 

Rosita Wachenchauzer FONSOFT - MinCyT National Ministry 

Chile 

Paola  Arellano REUNA Research  

Juan  Negroni ProteinLab UTEM Research  

Alejandro Barros 
Public Sector Innovation 

Consultant 
Industry  

Brazil 

João  Neves Fernandes SUCESU Association 

Arthur  Battaglia USP Academia  

Colombia 

Jorge Alonso Cano Restrepo COLCIENCIAS Government 

    

    

    

José Tiberio  Hernández Universidad de Los Andes Academia 

Manuel Martínez Niño CINTEL Research  

México Guillermo   Rodriguez Avitia UNAM Academia 

 
Armando  Herrera Corral  

Tecnológico de 
Monterrey, Campus 

Estado de México  

Internal - Research Entity  

 
Héctor  Sámano Rocha  UEMEXCYT Government  

Europe 

Julián  Seseña ROSE Vision 

Private sector – SME 

(Chairman FORESTA Policy 

Dialogue Council) 

Didier Luzarraga VEADES Industry 

Fabio Nascimbieni MENON GEIIE EEIG 

Oscar  Mayora CreateNET Industry  

Other Lat Am 

Countries 

Alex Mora CAMTIC Industry Chamber 

Ricardo Endara 
Tecnoparque  

Internacional de Panamá 
Research Center 

Silvia Bidart ALETI Industry Chamber 

Félix Kemper CONACyT   Government 

 

 

7 ANNEX 3. Summary of the FORESTA Policy 
Dialogue Council on Europe – Latin America 
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recommendations 

Here is provided the full list of FORESTA Policy Dialogue Council Recommendations: 

1. Label Latin American Region as a business priority for Europe, thus, 

enhancing the research cooperation, as a tool to set fruitful and long 

term partnerships. 

2. Develop common strategic research agendas with Regions, as basis for 

research cooperation. 

3. Launch a specialized International Cooperation Action Line to 

coordinate all activities regarding international cooperation. 

4. Promote the attractiveness of the European CSF through 

dissemination and information to best researchers around the world. 

5. Discriminate the benefits of international cooperation partners on the 

basis of potential business for Europe. Reciprocity should be applied 

for competing Regions. 

6. Launch an International Cooperation Research Forum to exploit 

synergies among all European activities at European, National, 

Regional and Local level. Exploit complementarities among European 

programmes. 

7. The Policy Dialogue Council considers that ICT research for Health 

priority is still relevant but would refocus it on Research for the 

immersive use of ICT in the Health sector. 

8. The Policy Dialogue Council considers that ICT research for Health 

priority is still relevant but would refocus it on Research for the 

immersive use of ICT in the Health sector. 

9. The Policy Dialogue Council considers that ICT for learning keeps on 

being one of the most relevant priorities for the development of Latin 

America countries. 

10. The Policy Dialogue Council considers that software engineering is 

one of the fields where Latin America competences can play a 

significant role in the global scene, at the same level of India and 

China, with the priorities indicated above. 

11. The Policy Dialogue Council considers that the ICT contribution in 

energy efficiency and renewable energies, are key cooperation fields 

between Europe and Latin America, as demonstrated by ongoing 

LAIF current initiatives. 

12. The Policy Dialogue Council considers that e-inclusion is one of the 

main domains where Latin America contribution may be more 

relevant, defining a set of efficient solutions of global impact. 

13. The policy Dialogue Council considers that security and prevention 

systems have strategic relevance for many Latin America countries, in 

order to provide Governmental bodies of new efficient instruments to 

face the main threats and risks in this field. 

14. The policy Dialogue Council considers that Latin America may act as 

an important European partner in Grid Computing, massive data 

processing and e-science, playing also a role as a market provider. The 

policy Dialogue Council considers that mobile and ubiquitous 

computing fields are considered common ICT research priorities by 

all Latin America countries. 
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15. The policy Dialogue Council considers that the development of new 

technologies and wide exploitation of the ICT tools should aim at 

enhancing the competitiveness of the European and Latin American 

industries.  

16. The policy Dialogue Council considers that the development of 

eGovernment system considers that mobile and ubiquitous computing 

fields are considered common ICT research priorities by all Latin 

America countries has a key role in the economic development of 

Latin America countries, providing efficient ways of improving the 

services for the citizens and making more efficient the Governmental 

tasks.  

17. The policy Dialogue Council considers that the concept of the national 

or multinational technology platforms is one of the most valid 

mechanism to set and develop strategic research agendas, as it group 

all stakeholders in the research domain. 

18. Policy Dialogue Council shares the view of NEM to empower the 

cooperation of Europe and Latin America in the specific niche of 

networked media. 

19. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the support to the organization 

of those events and encourage the support from NEM participants to 

those support actions and projects organizing any sort of the above 

events where the strategy and goals defined by NEM can be discussed 

and implemented. 

20. Policy Dialogue Council shares the views of the GlobalNEM Activity 

in regards of facilitating the debates among support action projects 

towards debating on their findings in terms of strategic research 

agendas. 

21. Policy Dialogue Council agrees that sharing priorities among 

countries is a way of optimization of the research agendas. In this 

regard, it is recommended the organization of debates among Latin 

American countries, with the participation of European researchers, 

regarding the sharing of priorities among the Latin American 

research programmes.  

22. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting of a training and 

coaching programme devoted to train on the way to develop research 

agendas, sharing of priorities, and efficient consultation to 

stakeholders in the ICT research field. 

23. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the promotion of Strategic ICT 

agendas, including Innovation (Research, development and 

innovation), in order to favor the research towards efficient 

exploitation of the results of the research. The Technology Platforms 

format is one valid vehicle to build constituency of the ICT sector, 

where the industrial views can be visibly and deeply represented. 

Using the research towards exploitation of its results. 

24. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the orientation of the research 

priorities with observing the weight of SMEs, less favoured 

communities and applicability of Green ICT to support growth and 

environmental protection 

25. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting up of special 

cooperation group between European researchers (namely 
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represented by the Activity group on Gaming industries within the 

NEM technology Platform) and University groups like University of 

Los Andes from Colombia to further develop common research 

agendas on this research niche. 

26. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting up of cooperation 

mechanisms like the Eureka-Eurostars European programmes, which 

can benefit the cooperation among several research groups in different 

Latin American countries. Rules, operational procedures based on the 

European experience should be offered to the Latin American 

research funding agencies to explore the opportunities to launch 

common calls, to fund international research projects, etc. The 

Iberoeka programme can be the starting point to strength this type of 

cooperation. 

27. Policy Dialogue Council recommends the setting of permanent 

dialogue among key standardization bodies in Europe and Latin 

America with the perspective of exploiting the results of research 

activities, as well as setting their requirements in the early phases of 

the standardization process, aiming at jointly contributing to the 

overall global market expectations. 

28. Policy Dialogue Council recommends that Latin American countries 

continue being considered as preferential partners for the 

participation in the European framework programme, as there is a 

benefit for the European entities. Policy Dialogue Council 

recommends that Frame Work programme funds allocated to Latin 

American researchers can found additional funding from National 

funding agencies in order to promote their interest and benefits to 

cooperate with the European Consortia.  

29. Policy Dialogue Council recommends also empowering and making 

intensive use of a permanent dialogue with the people on charge of the 

current different funding cooperation instruments between Europe 

and Latin America including the EuropeAid ones and the new LAIF 

(Latin America Investment Facility). 

30. Policy Dialogue Council recommends that the research topics 

associated to Intelligent Transportation Systems be considered as 

priorities for further cooperation between Europe and Latin America. 


