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 INTRODUCTION 

 
The present document is a deliverable of the SEACOOP initiative, supported (through the funding of the 
SEALING project) by the Directorate General Information Society and Media of the European Commission 
under the “7th EU Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development”, or FP7 (see 
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7 for full details). 
 
The SEALING project work plan is divided into work packages (WP), each of them being subdivided into 
tasks.  
 
One of the work packages, WP3: Synergies with international dialogues and activities, aims at liaising with 
EC programmes and initiatives, and with MS, AS and ASEAN initiatives. 
 
This WP is structured into 2 tasks: 

 Task 3.1: Liaison with EC programmes and initiatives 
 Task 3.2: Liaison with MS, AS and ASEAN initiatives 

 
The present document is a deliverable related to this WP and reporting on the activities developed during the 
fourth 6-month period of the project (from July 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011). 
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 SEACOOP IN A NUTSHELL 
 

SEACOOP is an initiative aiming at strengthening 
cooperation on ICT research between Europe and 
the countries that are members of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN): Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. This initiative is supported 
since 2004 by the European Commission 
(Directorate General Information Society and 
Media) through its Framework Programme for 
Research and Technological Development (FP6 
and FP7), and by the ASEAN Secretariat since 
2008. 
 
Among developed SEACOOP activities over the period 2010-2011: 
 Identification and analysis of ICT policy and research priorities, at bilateral and regional levels, and 

provision of recommendations for future cooperation initiatives, 
 Organization of cooperation events in Europe and in Southeast Asia synchronised whenever possible 

with policy dialogue meetings, 
 Development of synergies with dialogues and activities launched under EU-funded programmes, at the 

initiative of EU Member States and Associated States, and at the ASEAN level, 
 Development of promotion, dissemination and awareness-raising activities. 
 
One of the main expected outputs of SEALING activities is logically a strengthened development of concrete 
cooperation projects in ICT research, namely under FP7. 
 
SEALING is coordinated by Sigma Orionis, a company based in France and devoted to supporting 
cooperative research in ICT and global ICT developments, and includes, on the Southeast Asian side, 
organisations playing a key role in ICT policy and research in each of the ten ASEAN countries: 
 Advanced Science and Technology Institute (ASTI), Philippines  
 Agency for the Assessment and Application of Technology (BPPT), Indonesia  
 Institute for Infocomm Research (I²R), Singapore  
 Multimedia Development Corporation (MDEC), Malaysia  
 National Authority for Science and Technology (NAST), Laos  
 National Council for S&T Policy (NCSTP), Vietnam  
 National Science and Technology Development Agency (NECTEC), Thailand  
 National ICT Development Authority (NiDA), Cambodia  
 University of Brunei Darussalam (UBD), Brunei Darussalam  
 University of Computer Studies, Yangon (UCSY), Myanmar 
 
 
For further information, please visit the SEACOOP web site or contact us. 
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 LIAISON WITH EUOPEAN PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES 

 
One of the SEACOOP objectives is to develop possible synergies with European national and international 
programmes and initiatives also addressing Southeast Asia region as a whole or one of the 10 ASEAN 
countries (or even Asia as a whole) and aimed at ensuring the highest impact of the project. 
 
During the whole project period, an important effort was given in particular to establish or strengthen close 
liaison with EU-funded projects and EC programmes. These synergies have been fully beneficial, in 
particular in the co-organisation of events and the involvement of these projects and programmes in 
SEACOOP events through the contribution of speakers. 
 
 

 EU-FUNDED PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES 
 

 THE TEIN3 INITIATIVE   
 
 
TEIN (Trans-Eurasia Information Network) is a flagship initiative led by Dante in the area of “e-
Infrastructures” aimed “to provide a dedicated high-capacity network for research and education 
communities across Asia-Pacific, connecting countries in the region, and providing direct connectivity to 
Europe’s GÉANT (2) network”. 
 
During the reported period, TEIN has been invited to participate in the 6th SEACOOP Cooperation Forum on 
ICT Research and ICT for Development held on October 25, 2011 in Myanmar. On this occasion, Denis 
Villorente, Director of ASTI, SEACOOP partner for the Philippines, presented the ongoing 3rd phase and the 
planned 4th phase of the TEIN initiative. 
 
 

 THE IDEAL-IST NETWORK        
 
 
Ideal-IST is an international ICT partner search network, with more than 60.000 contacts in line with the 
international cooperation strategy of the European Commission. Today the Ideal-IST network involves 67 
ICT national partners from EU and Non-EU Countries, such as Associated States, Eastern European Partner 
Countries (EEPC), Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPC) and emerging countries like China, Brazil, India, 
and South Africa.  
 
As a result from the SEACOOP participation (through NECTEC, its local partner in Thailand) in the FP7 Info 
day and the NCP Training event organised in June 2011 in Jakarta, Indonesia, the ICT NCP for India, focal 
point of Ideal-IST in Asia, invited NECTEC (ICT NCP of Thailand) to join this network. To date, NECTEC is 
considering this opportunity. For further information on the FP7 Info day and NCP Training event, see D4.4. 
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 THE SEA-EU-NET PROJECT     
 
 
The SEA-EU-NET project, funded by DG Research, aims at facilitating the bi-regional EU-ASEAN S&T 
dialogue. Since the project objectives are quite similar to the ones of the SEALING-SEACOOP project but at 
a cross-thematic level (SEALING-SEACOOP addresses only the ICT theme), the two initiatives can be 
considered as fully complementary one to each other. On the occasion of the SEACOOP 6th Cooperation 
Forum in Myanmar, the SEA-EU-NET project has been invited to participate and contribute in the discussion 
on good practices, lessons learnt and case studies. 
 
 
 
 THE SYNCHRONISER PROJECT                                                                     
 
 
Synchroniser aims at boosting the impact of EU-India ICT policy level decisions by communicating the 
recommendations and innovative ideas of researchers and stakeholders to policy makers, and disseminating 
the outcomes of policy dialogues to the ICT communities of both regions. It is supported both by the 
European Commission through its 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development 
and the Ministry of Information Technology, India. During the reported period, information of the outputs of 
the two projects has been exchanged, namely in the perspective of comparing the methodologies used in the 
two projects to map cooperation priorities. 
 
 

 THE EURASIAPAC PROJECT     
 
 
The EURASIAPAC project is supported by the European Commission under FP7 (the project is also in the 
portfolio of the International relations Unit of DG Infso) and aims at strengthening cooperation in ICT research 
between Europe and Asia-Pacific countries (Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and the Republic of Korea). 
Since the SEACOOP / SEALING coordinator is also a partner of the EURASIAPAC project, it has been easy, 
during the reported period, to continue exchanging information of the developments and outputs of the two 
projects, namely as for the methodologies used in the two projects to map cooperation priorities. 
 

 THE CASAGRAS2 PROJECT     
 

CASAGRAS2 consists in a group of stakeholders representing Europe, the USA, China, Japan and Korea 
who have partnered in a FP7 project looking at global standards, regulation and other issues concerning 
RFID and its role in realising an “Internet of Things”. During the reported period, contacts established with 
CASAGRAS2 on the occasion of the 4th SEACOOP cooperation forum (focusing on Internet of Things and 
organized in Vietnam in April 2011) have continued to develop, in particular to support organizations having 
participated in this event and interested in the development of concrete cooperation projects. 
  



 
Deliverable D4.4 - December 2011 - Dissemination level: Public 
Page 7 of 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 THE SECAS PROJECT                                                                       
 
SECAS is also a project in the portfolio of the International relations Unit of DG Infso and intends to be seen 
as “a strategy and information dissemination initiative that aims at improving European ICT research 
collaboration with both Singapore and Australia based on identification and demonstration of mutual interest 
in RTD cooperation and sharing best practices”. During the reported period, the close liaison with this 
project, established at the start of the SEALING project, has been maintained, in particular regarding 
exchange of information and lessons learned. 
 
 
 

 OTHER EUROPEAN PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES 
 

 THE STIC-ASIE PROGRAMME 
 
 
STIC-Asie (or ICT-Asia) is a French programme supported by the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 
and the Ministry of Higher Education and Research, France. The main objective of the the initiative is to 
reinforce, on a mutual benefit basis, high-level collaborations with Asian scientific communities in the ICT 
domain while contributing to the integration of less advanced countries in the area. The program covers 16 
Asian countries: Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam 
 
During the reported period, Ms Cécile Faraud, Policy Officer, Embassy of France, Thailand has been invited 
to introduce STIC-Asie at the 6th SEACOOP Cooperation Forum on “ICT Research and ICT for 
Development” held on October 25, 2011 in Myanmar, which provided the opportunity to share detailed 
information on the two projects and agree on possible synergies (namely cross-promotion of activities). 
 

 READI   
 

The Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (READI) is a EU-funded programme aimed at supporting the 
efforts of the ASEAN Secretariat and of the ASEAN Member countries to harmonise policies and regulations 
in non-trade related sectors (including ICT), drawing on European experience. It is expected that, by 
achieving this goal, citizens of the ASEAN Member States will benefit from stronger economic growth, 
increased leverage as a Union, and enhanced social opportunities as standards of living are ultimately 
improved among all its Member States. 
 
In July 2011, the SEACOOP partner from Thailand circulated the Terms of Reference of READI, during the 
special meeting of ASEAN Telecommunications & Information Technology Senior Officials (Special ASEAN 
Telsom 2011, agenda available in Annex). On September 1st, 2011, the READI project officially started. The 
READI programme was presented at the latest SEACOOP event in Myanmar by Mads Korn, Attaché 
(Cooperation) from the Delegation of the European Union to Thailand, as part of the session on “European, 
ASEAN and global mechanisms supporting cooperation in ICT”. 
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 DG DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION - EUROPEAID  
 
Development and Cooperation - EuropeAid is a new Directorate–General (DG) responsible for designing EU 
development policies and delivering aid through programmes and projects across the world. It incorporates 
the former Development and EuropeAid DGs. 
 
A close liaison has been established with this DG on the occasion of the 6th SEACOOP Cooperation Forum 
on ICT research and ICT for development held in Myanmar or October 25, 2011. Activities supported in this 
framework have been introduced by Mads Korn, Attaché (Cooperation), Delegation of the European Union to 
Thailand who highlighted the potential interest of this programme for Southeast-Asian stakeholders as it 
addresses in particular the ASEAN region and, at the same time ICT-based development projects. 
  

 EUROASIA-ICT.ORG  
    
In order to give a more coherent image of the various projects in the portfolio of the International relations Unit of 
DG Infso, addressing the development of cooperation in ICT research between Europe and Asia and facilitating 
the liaison between these projects, Sigma Orionis, SEACOOP / SEALING coordinator, developed and put online in 
2007 the euroasia-ict.org web platform. During the project period, this website has been updated on a regular 
basis. 
 
 
 
 LIAISON WITH EU AND ASEAN MEMBER STATES PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES 
  

 CONTACT WITH EU EMBASSIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA  
    
In order to ensure close liaison with European programmes and initiatives conducted by Member States or 
Associated States, the SEACOOP project contacted, during the reported period, the 9 EU delegations in 
ASEAN countries inviting them to kindly dispatch SEACOOP information to the Member States Embassies in 
their countries (more precisely to the S&T counsellors in these Embassies).  
 
Even if the effect has been quite limited (MS Embassies logically focus on their national projects) some 
interesting contacts have been established with MS S&T counsellors in Southeast Asia, and the participation 
of MS Embassies in the 6th SEACOOP event held in Myanmar has been quite important (representants from 
the British, German, French and Italian Embassies have attended the event). 
 

 EU-SEA BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL PROGRAMMES 
 

During the reported period, the SEACOOP Southeast-Asian partners have been invited to update the 
document (included into the SEACOOP public document mapping cooperation priorities in ICT research 
between the two regions) detailing bilateral and multi-lateral programmes (SEACOOP partners have indeed, 
considering their position regarding ICT poliicy and research intheir countries, the most relevant information 
on these programmes). They have also been invited to increase their efforts to identify any possible 
synergies between SEACOOP and these programmes. 
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 LIAISON WITH ASEAN INITIATIVES 

 

 ASEAN SECRETARIAT  
 

In a context of continuous support of the ASEAN Secretariat to the SEACOOP partnership, further 
exchanges with this institution were established in the last months of the project. Two ASEAN Secretariat 
delegates (Dr Alexander Lim, Head of the S&T Division and Emir Rio Krishna, Technical Officer of S&T 
Division) contributed to the 6th SEACOOP Cooperation Forum in Myanmar. In the welcome address 
prepared for this event, Dr Lim, underlined an important SEACOOP achievement: having succeeded putting 
all ASEAN ICT researchers together in a collaborative context (and connecting them to Europe). 

 

 ASEAN SCMIT 
 
The ASEAN Sub-Committee on Microelectronics and IT (SCMIT) is the ASEAN Technical Committee in 
charge of ICT. The fact that many SEACOOP / SEALING partners are involved in this Committee and that it 
is currently chaired by a SEACOOP / SEALING partner (the University of Computer Studies, Yangon), 
facilitated close interaction with this group.  
 
On Nov. 21-211, 2011 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, SEACOOP partners participated in the “41st SCMIT 
meeting”, organized in the framework of the 62nd COST meeting and of the 14th AMMST meetings. This 
meeting focused on the brainstorming of its action plan. NECTEC (SEACOP partner for Thailand) introduced 
the “SEACOOP Mapping Priorities of Cooperation in ICT research between Europe and Southeast Asia” in 
this session. The meeting agenda is available in Annex. 
  
 

 SPECIAL ASEAN TELSOM MEETING, JULY 4-7, 2011, PATTAYA, THAILAND  
 

NECTEC, SEACOOP partner from Thailand, cooperated with the Ministry of Information and Communication 
Technology, Thailand on the Special meeting of ASEAN Telecommunications & Information Technology 
Senior Officials (Special ASEAN Telsom 2011) held in July 2011 in Thailand. The importance of this meeting 
was to discuss, prioritise and allocate resources to advance regional ICT cooperation through the 
implementation of the ASEAN ICT Masterplan 2015 (AIM 2015). The agenda is available in Annex 1. 
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 12TH ASEAN TELSOM AND 11TH ASEAN TELMIN, DECEMBER 5-9, 2011, NAY PYI TAW, MYANMAR  
 
The 12th ASEAN Telecommunications & Information Technology Senior Officials Meeting (12th ASEAN 
TELSOM 2011) and 11th ASEAN Telecommunications & Information Technology Ministers’ Meeting (11th 
ASEAN TELMIN 2011) on the theme “ICT: Engine for growth in ASEAN” took place in December 2011 in 
Myanmar. 
 
NECTEC, SEACOOP partner for Thailand, was invited to participate in this meeting through the Ministry of 
Information and Communication Technology, Thailand. The meeting agenda (reproduced in Annex) included 
the Dialogue Partner Discussion between ASEAN TELSOM and the European Commission to enhance 
future cooperation between the two regions and contribute to the building of the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC) at the horizon of 2015. 
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 ANNEXES 

 AGENDA OF THE TELSOM JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETING 
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 AGENDA OF THE 12TH ASEAN TELSOM & 11TH ASEAN TELMIN MEETINGS 
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 AGENDA OF THE 62TH COST & 14TH AMMST MEETINGS 
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