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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

The aim of the AgeingWell Network is to build and animate a European network focused on 

improving the quality of life of Elderly People by promoting the market uptake of ICT solutions for 

Ageing.  

 

To achieve its aim, the following five main objectives of the AgeingWell project are: 

 Develop guidelines for deployment and sharing of best practice between key competence 

centres; 

 Build an ICT for Ageing Knowledge Centre with the aim to share the results with the Ageing 

Well Community; 

 Develop an ICT for Ageing Society Strategic Agenda, with the aim of providing a study on 

options for future structure and implementation of EU innovation funding; 

 Promote the European innovation reinforcement between innovative ICT industries & Ageing 

(in particular SMEs) and Venture Capital firms, Business Angels and other; 

 Raise awareness within the European community of ICT & Ageing stakeholders through web-

based communication and the organization of 3 international events and 11 national events. 

 

1.2 Summary 

This document presents the events organized by the AgeingWell Network jointly with other 

European initiatives focused on Ageing Well domain. The co-organisation and promotion of events 

aimed at raising visibility about the network and its members, as well as to foster the collection and 

sharing of relevant information among various stakeholders. 
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2 Report on Common Events 

This section presents briefly the events organized jointly with other EU initiatives focused on Ageing 

Well domain. 

 

2.1 Joint-event with Venture Days and AAL Forum 

In 2012, for the organisation of the first international event of the AgeingWell Network, devoted to 

the theme “ICT for Ageing well Finance Marketplace”, it was decided that the best stage would be to 

hold this event within one the major events related with ICT and Ageing – the AAL Forum. 

Thus, the first international event was integrated within the AAL Venture Days, a sub-event focused 

on access to finance and growth organized under the banner of the EC Ambient Assisted Living Joint 

Programme and their annual AAL Forum, and took place in Eindhoven, the Netherlands, from 24 to 

27 September 2012. The collaboration with the Venture Days, the AAL Forum and its hosts, Brainport 

Development, was also chosen due to the magnitude of the already existing AAL Forum, but in 

addition to a large effect due to the prominence of the Brainport Eindhoven Region when it comes to 

healthcare and ICT innovation.  

The Venture Days incorporated presentations (pitches) made by 20 high-growth entrepreneurs with 

ICT solutions that improved the (quality of) life of an ageing population, as well as presentations 

made by venture capital investors and corporate venture investors and allowed numerous personal 

meeting opportunities for entrepreneurs.  

  

Detailed information on this international event is available in D4.1. 

 

2.2 Joint-event with “Meetings with Health Innovation” 

Organized in parallel to the “Meetings with Health Innovation (3rd edition): Innovation in the 

management of health services: opportunities and challenges”, an event regularly organized by 

partner HCP, and established within the Portuguese ICT & Ageing community, the AgeingWell 

Network used this opportunity to organize its first national event in April 2012, in Portugal.  

By gathering around 150 participants, amongst representatives of R&D institutions, health care 

providers, companies and users, for a joint discussion and experience share on relevant topics to the 

overall performance of the sector; this event was a fantastic platform to start the dissemination of 
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the AgeingWell Network among Portuguese stakeholders and initiate the attraction of associate 

members. 

 

 

Detailed information on this national event is available in D4.4 Individual Reports on National Events. 

 

2.3 Joint-event with Capitale Conoscenza 

“Capitale Conoscenza” has been promoted and launched by the “Innovators Network of Rome”, a 

workgroup composed by all organizations dealing with innovation and technological transfer services 

to local and national companies: Province of Rome, Municipality of Rome, University “La Sapienza”, 

University Tor Vergata, University Roma Tre, CNR-Research National Council, ENEA- National Agency 

for Energy, APRE-EU Research Agency, EEN-Enterprise Europe Network Lazio, Consorzio Roma 

Ricerche, Sapienza Innovazione, Officina dell’Innovazione della Provincia di Roma, Tecnopolo S.p.A. 

In this context, it was agreed that having the Italian National event held under this framework would 

be very relevant for the objectives of the AgeingWell Network. The event was promoted in June 2012 

and gathered more than 40 organisations such as and dealing with: Social Policies, Health, National 

Syndicates, Elderly People Associations and Foundations, SMEs, National Research Laboratories, 

Universities, Public Administration, Social Assistance Associations, etc. 

  

 

Detailed information on this national event is available in D4.4 Individual Reports on National Events. 
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2.4 Joint-event with the Co-Living Project 

The Co-Living Project (supporter of the AgeingWell Network) focused on the development of an ICT-

based Virtual Collaborative Social Living Community for Elderly (Co-Living) people, aiming to 

stimulate and prolong their independent and active living in an outward environment through an 

advancement in elderly people social interaction, contributing thus positively to their wellbeing. 

CiTARD and the University of Cyprus were partners in this project and agreed to jointly organize an 

event focusing on the opportunities and impacts for ICT & Ageing technologies, by exploring the 

theme Virtual Collaborative Social Living Community for Elderly”. 

This event was organized in April 2014 at the premises of the University of Cyprus, gathering 20 

participants with representatives from Industry, User Organizations, Public Authorities, R&D 

organizations, Insurance Companies and ICT Solution Providers, operating in Cyprus. 

     

Figure 1 – 9
th

 National Event of the AgeingWell Network, Nicosia (CY) 

Detailed information on this national event is available in D4.4 Individual Reports on National Events. 

 

2.5 Joint-event with LIKTA and Carer+ Project 

The tenth National Event of the project AgeingWell Network was jointly organised by DMG, the 

Latvian Information and Communications Technology Association (LIKTA – associate member) and 

the Carer+ project, in August 2014. LIKTA is part of the consortium of the Carer+ Project that aims at 

contributing to the professionalisation of domiciliary care workers and caregivers, namely by 

equipping EU care workers with the digital competences to support older people (+65) in their use of 

ICTs and AAL technologies. 

The event focused on “Digital Technologies to improve the Quality of Life of Older People” and had 

the participation of 49 attendees, including representatives of seniors’ organisations, carer 

organisations, NGO active in this field, libraries, ICT companies, etc. 
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Figure 2 – 10
th

 National Event of the AgeingWell Network, Riga (LV) 

Detailed information on this national event is available in D4.4 Individual Reports on National Events. 

 

2.6 Joint-event with the LiveWell Project 

The LiveWell Project created a ICT-based platform designed to provide online support to recently 

diagnosed Parkinson’s patients, new caregivers and health professionals with resources to improve 

patients and caregivers’ wellbeing and coping strategies. In September 2014, the “Parkinson: How we 

can take care of ourselves” event was held in Madrid, Spain, gathering over 100 professionals of 

different European countries to present and share information on accessibility, cognitive stimulation, 

training, communication, mobility and quality of life in Parkinson's disease. 

The event had the participation of the General-Director of Research, Training and Health 

Infrastructure from the Health Department of the Community of Madrid – Mrs. Paloma Martín who 

stated that “Celebrations like this event what they come to reveal is that it is necessary to bring 

together the daily needs of those patients affected by Parkinson's disease, the impulse and the 

determination that the Autonomous Administration, in this case the Community of Madrid, has for 

supporting all those initiatives that tend to look for solutions through the investigation and also the 

development of new technologies that allows to give a new step probably of giant to solve many of 

their problems”. 

        

Also, D. Miguel Ángel Valero from Universidad Politécnica de Madrid stated that “The event was an 

excellent opportunity to bring over the patients affected by Parkinson, their relatives and carers, the 

potential of the technology as a facilitator of opportunities for the improvement of their quality of 

life. We believe that ICT can offer simple solutions that improve the potential of social participation of 

the persons, their care of their health and the natural deterioration associated with the process of 

ageing”. 


