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1. Final publishable report

The main objectives of this project were (i) to address relevant ethical aspects of human enhancement from a virtue ethics perspective and (ii) to identify and explore the philosophical dimensions of ownership of biological material which are related to human enhancement. My host and supervisor is Professor Julian Savulescu who is the director of ‘The Oxford Uehiro Centre of Practical Ethics’, ‘The Program of Ethics and the New Biosciences in the 21st Century School’ as well as ‘The Wellcome Centre for Neuroethics’ at University of Oxford. I am happy to report that my MC Fellowship has been a very productive and successful time for me. The protected research time has allowed me to: write scholarly articles, develop key professional skills and build my network. As detailed below I have exceeded the number of published articles that was stated in the initial application. Also I have received numerous grants and here I would especially like to mention my Oxford Merit Award. This great recognition was given to me in The Humanities Division Merit Award Exercise 08/09, Oxford Philosophy Faculty. Motivation: the University’s merit review exercise is designed to reward those employees who have performed well in all key areas of their jobs and who have, in addition, demonstrated performance at an excellent level above that which could reasonably be expected. In order to be considered for the Merit Award one has to be nominated by the Head of Department (in my case Professor Julian Savulescu).

As detailed in my application for the MC Grant my work would (amongst other things) result in writing 4 academic articles and a ‘horizon scanning report’. So far 2 of the articles have been accepted for publication in high-impact, peer-reviewed international journals. With regards to the remaining 2 articles I have made substantial head-way and intend to submit both for peer-review before the end of this year. As the subjects of the two on-going articles are intimately linked and inform each other I am working on them in parallel (see below for a description). The horizon scanning report is on-going - because of its very nature it has to be a living document.  As anticipated the horizon scanning report has been very useful, it has informed several of the articles and it has increased my ability to partake in the discussions and seminars in Oxford and elsewhere. Indeed, the report will continue to grow and play a useful role in my research.  

In addition to what I committed to do in the initial application I have initiated and co-written (with Associate Professor Martin Peterson) an article entitled “Animal Ethics Based on Friendship", which is forthcoming in Journal of Animal Ethics. The article received substantial attention which resulted in an invitation by the Editor in Chief to publish a comment to some of the response. This text is also forthcoming in the Journal of Animal Ethics under the title “Animals and Friendship: a reply to Rowlands”. Further to this, I have written 2 articles based on text material from my PhD thesis. The first one is called “On the Importance of Treating Oneself Well” and was published in Polish Journal of Philosophy Volume 4, Number 1 – 2010. The second one, “Virtue Ethics and Partiality to Oneself: Organ donation within families”, has been submitted and is currently under peer-review with a high-impact philosophy journal of international standing. See below for more details on both articles. Lastly I was invited both to contribute a chapter to the Oxford University Press anthology Contemporary Bioethics: A Reader with Cases, 2009, (eds. Jessica Pierce and George Randels) and to write a comment on an article published in The Journal of Philosophy, Psychiatry, & Psychology (PPP) which is forthcoming in 2011.

During the 24 months I have received a number of new academic appointments the combination of which will allow me to keep and further develop my links with Oxford in spite of taking up a Senior Research position at KTH (Sweden). I would especially like to mention the following; Senior Research Fellow at the Division of Philosophy at KTH (a full-time position with 70% free research time, started September 2nd 2010) ; Visiting Researcher, Philosophy Faculty University of Oxford; Research Associate at BEP, Program on the Ethics of the New Biosciences, Oxford ;  Hardie Postdoctoral Junior Research Fellow at Lincoln College, Oxford, UK (2008-2010) ; Further Researcher in Cognitive Enhancement at The Wellcome Centre for Neuroethics, Faculty of Philosophy, Oxford; Executive Committee Member and Senior Research Fellow for The Stockholm Centre for Healthcare Ethics (a collaboration between Karolinska Institutet, The Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm University). On leaving Oxford I was awarded the status of ‘Former Fellow of Lincoln College’ which means that I keep my full dining and lunch rights and have complete access to the SCR and other college facilities (e.g. accomodation). In addition to the shear pleasure of belonging to a College this allows me to keep socialsing with the other fellows and to bring academic guests which is an excellent way to establish contacts. 

In my attempts to learn new skills as well as dissemainate and discuss ideas I would like to mention two accomplishments in particular. Firstly, I initiated, organised and secured all the necessary funding for the ’Ethical Evaluation and Public Debate ~ neurological implants and human enhancement’ workshop (Oxford, 20-21 July 2010). The funding came from: University of Oxford McDonnell Centre for Cognitive Neuroscience Grant, Oxford University Philosophy Faculty Fund and The Zilkha Trust (Lincoln College Oxford). Secondly, I set up and hosted an ethics / epistemology reading group consisting of 6 Oxford philosophers. We met on a regular basis to discuss interesting philosophical articles an activity which was conducive both to networking and exchange of philosophical ideas.
In way of international collaborations which were built up during the period I would like to mention the connections I have established with Tokyo University and Delhi University in particular. I arranged a 2.5 week research visit Department of Philosophy at The University of Tokyo and was invited as a keynote speaker at their 4th International Tokyo Workshop on Applied Ethics and Philosophy. I was based with the 2010 Uehiro Lecturer, Professor Masaki Ichinose, at his research group there. Not only was this an interesting introduction to Eastern philosophy but as links with Japanese Universities are especially important to the Uehiro Centre (they are a key objective for the funding body, the Uehiro Foundation on Ethics and Education) it was an important opportunity to strengthen the bonds and enhance goodwill. It was a milestone for me that Professor Julian Savulescu showed such trust in me to act as an ambassador to the Centre. As for Delhi University I arranged a 5-day research visit to the Department of Philosophy. My seminar talk and discussions with the philosophers there has now lead to a collaboration and I have successfully applied for The Wellcome Trust Scoping Grant which will fund a 10 day planning visit to Delhi in early 2011.

In addition to the Merit Award, the Wellcome Trust Scoping Grant and the funding of my workshop I would like to mention winning the European Neuroscience and Society Network Short Stay Grant (Hilary Term 2010). It will be used for a two week research stay at the Max Planck Institute for Brain Research, Frankfurt, with Professor Wolf Singer (Department of Neurophysiology).

