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INTRODUCTION
Funded under the European Commission’s Seventh 
Framework Programme, URBACHINA is a 
collaborative project managed by a consortium of 
11 leading Chinese and European research 
institutions. Coordinated by the CNRS (France’s 
National Centre for Scientific Research), URBACHINA 
will analyse China’s urbanisation trends for the next 
40 years and define possible future scenarios 
with reference to concepts of sustainability.

EUROPEAN UNION - CHINA COOPERATION
URBACHINA is a research project, which places a 
strong emphasis on the cooperation between 
the EU and China. Although Europe and China 
have followed different urbanisation paths, there is 
nonetheless room for mutual learning. One of the 
main objectives of this project is to strengthen the 
collaboration between Chinese and EU researchers 
and policy-makers driven by the common goal of 
building sustainable cities.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Urbanisation has been a consequence of the 
accelerated pace of economic development triggered 
by a sequence of policies to open up and reform 
the Chinese economy at the end of 1978. Given the 
significant impact that recent rapid urbanisation trends 
have had on the environment, resources, and health, 
the expected growth of China’s cities poses a unique 
challenge to sustainability.

URBACHINA specifically addresses four aspects of 
sustainability:
 institutional foundations and policies;
 land, property and the urban-rural divide;
 infrastructure and services for sustainable urbanisation;
 traditions and modern lifestyles in cities.

OBJECTIVES
URBACHINA ultimately aims to:
1- enhance the common understanding of 
urbanisation trends in both China and Europe,
2- identify the main aspects of urban 
sustainability,
3- influence policy-makers and society on sustainability  
issues,  through  strong dissemination strategies 
i.e.  publications, events, media involvement and its 
website.

A view of a 
residential area in 

Shanghai. 

Photograph taken 
by the Urbachina 

consortium.
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IMPACT ON POLICY MAKING
Overall assessment of 
current policies

An understanding of past and 
current urbanisation trends 
includes analysis of policy drivers 
and their effects on urbanisation. 
Identifying relationships linking (i) 
general socio-economic indicators 
with (ii) urban policy drivers, 
(iii) urban residents’ repsonses 
and (iv) the nature, speed and 
characteristics of the development 
of Chinese cities, will provide 
useful insight into the implications 
of current urbanisation policies. 
Policy assessment will also address 
the issue of whether current 
urbanisation policies are likely to 
contribute to achieving the overall 
targets that China has officially set in 
areas such as the reduction of GHG 
emissions and the de-carbonisation 
of the economy, the overall 
improvement of energy efficiency, 
the re-balancing of regional 
development (notably through 
the role assigned to cities), or the 
reduction of the urban/rural divide 
and social inequalities in general.

Mechanisms that support 
policy-making

URBACHINA will devise a set of 
scenarios, illustrating the possible 
future of urbanisation. Although 
such scenarios will be described 
and discussed in a qualitative form, 
they will allow the critical policy 
options associated with each 
scenario to be identified, together 
with a discussion of their feasibility 
and the preconditions to implement 

Shanghai city: an illustration of urbanisation
Photograph taken by the Urbachina consortium
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them. Sustainability indicators will also be investigated as a further tool for 
supporting the policy process, and for monitoring policy implementation.

Sectoral and intersectoral policies

Within each of the four themes, specific policy challenges will be addressed in 
relation to institutional and governance reforms, land use policies, investment 
programmes and priorities (energy, transport, health), and market-based and 
other economic policy instruments. URBACHINA’s approach will allow 
important interrelationships between sectoral policies and requirements to 
be identified, so as to achieve better integrated urban governance.

Research policy

Priorities, such as the availability of necessary data and information platforms 
or the need to explore urbanisation issues in a cross-city cooperative manner 
will be discussed; this will build on the concrete experience gathered within 
the project and which will be relayed as part of its recommendations.

METHODOLOGY
URBACHINA will use a multi-level and multi-disciplinary framework to 
analyse the impact and future implications of urbanisation. Different methods 
and data will be deployed: statistical data collection and processing; case 
studies; extensive interviews with officials, policy-makers, business associates 
and researchers from a range of disciplines, including economic geography, 
urban economies, environmental studies, sociology, anthropology and 
history. The collaborative aspect of this project will ensure that both 
European and Chinese participants will be involved in all tasks.

Alongside a cross national analysis of urbanisation and sustainability, the 
project will include four detailed case studies of four contrasting 
Chinese cities that all face the same challenges in relation to sustainable 
development: Shanghai, Chongqing, Kunming and Huangshan.

Four cities under study
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MILESTONES
A kick-off meeting, validating the various steps of the 
programme has already taken place in May 2011. The 
monitoring of progress and the dissemination of the 
findings of the URBACHINA project will include:
 three annual conferences, held alternately in 
Europe and in China, presenting, discussing and 
disseminating the project’s findings to stakeholders,
 two scientific advisory committee meetings 
monitoring the project progress, assessing the 
project’s scientific values and innovative contents,
 two stakeholders committee meetings 
fostering dialogue among academics and policy-makers,
 a final international conference presenting   
URBACHINA’s results to key players of urbanisation 
in China and Europe.

IMPACT ON SOCIETY
Ultimately, the research and policy advances 
in relation to urbanisation are expected to be 
reflected in society through an improvement in basic 
measurable indicators such as per capita income, 
access to services, environmental quality, reduction 
of inequalities, the preservation of cultural assets and 
traditions, and the general well-being and quality of 
life of Chinese urban residents. Our emphasis will 
not only be on governmental delivery, but also on 
residents’ responses and self-organisation.

Broadening the context of research collaborations

China has established and developed bilateral agreements with various 
countries, both in Europe and elsewhere. URBACHINA will allow the 
benefits of RTD (research and technological development) joint ventures 
to be explored beyond the common bilateral agreements between 
individual academic institutions. 

The project will bring its participants together in a collaboration beyond 
mutual interest; it will also improve the ways of overcoming the barriers 
and difficulties that will inevitably arise during the course of such 
ventures.

Promoting exchanges of research staff

By bringing these outcomes together, URBACHINA will therefore build 
a solid platform establishing a lasting network of collaboration in the field 
of social sciences and humanities.
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The ‘natural’ recipients of the URBACHINA 
deliverables and reports include: the scientific 
community, the institutions that are directly or 
indirectly involved in the project, the cities (both 
in China and in the EU) that will be involved in the 
project’s activities, the members of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee and those of the Stakeholders 
Committee.

In addition, particular emphasis will be given to the 
dissemination of the URBACHINA findings to Chinese 
government bodies, institutions, corporations and 
media, using policy briefs and other relevant policy 
documents.
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Organisation Country

CNRS Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique, Paris

France

HUADA Huadong Shifan Daxue
(East China Normal University), 
Shanghai

China

DRC Development Research Center of the 
State Council, Beijing

China

SERU
(UOB)

University of Birmingham/Services and 
Enterprises Research Unit, Birmingham

United 
Kingdom

CASS
(IFTE)

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
Institute of Finance and Trade 
Economics, Beijing

China

LSE London School of Economics & 
Political Science, London

United 
Kingdom

CAS
(IGSNRR)

Institute of Geography, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Beijing

China

ISIS Istituto di Studi per l’Integrazione dei 
Sistemi, Rome

Italy

ICS University of Lisbon, Instituto de 
Ciencias Sociais, Lisbon

Portugal

RENDA People’s University, School of 
Environment and Natural Resources, 
Beijing

China

AAESR Anhui Research Academy of 
Environmental Sciences, Anhui

China
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A view of the 
Oriental Pearl 
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Pudong area of 
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Four cities under study
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Shanghai city: an illustration of urbanisation
Photograph taken by the Urbachina consortium
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