PROJECT FINAL REPORT

Grant Agreement number: 271503

Project acronym: SETBRU

Project title: Strategic Energy Technology Plan 2010 conference, Brussels
Funding Scheme: Coordination and Support Actions (Supporting)

Period covered: from 01/07/2010 to 31/03/2011

Lut Bollen

Flemish government, Department of Economy, Scienceand Innovation (EWI)
Tel: +32 (0)2 553 59 96

Fax: +32 (0)2 553 60 07

E-mail: lut.bollen@ewi.vlaanderen.be

Project website address: http://www.setplan2010.be/




Final publishable summary report

Executive summary

The SET-Plan 2010 conference was organised by the Flemish government, Department of Economy, Science
and Innovation (EWI) in close collaboration with both DG RTD and DG ENER. The event was the fourth
conference since the first SET-Plan Communication in 2007. The Belgian conference was held five months
after the Spanish SET-Plan conference.

The main objective of the conference was to communicate on the progress of the implementation of the SET-
Plan three years after the launch of the first European SET-Plan communication “Towards a low carbon
future”. More than 500 participants from industry, research institutes and academia, the financial community
and from the policy field attended the conference to discuss the state of play of the SET-Plan. Coffee breaks,
lunch and an informal walking dinner at the end of the first day of the conference ensured the necessary
networking opportunities for all participants.

The highlight of the first day was the launch of the two next European Industrial Initiatives (Ells) for Bioenergy
and for Nuclear. In addition an overview was given of the substantial progress made by the Ells launched in
June 2010 : notably the Wind, Solar, Electricity Grid and CCS Ells. The Joint Undertaking Fuel Cells and
Hydrogen gave a state of play of their Joint Technology Initiative. The set up of the Industrial Initiative on
Smart Cities, being a demand side driven initiative rather than a technology driven initiative was discussed.
The European Energy Research Alliance, founded in 2008, launched the next three Joint Research
Programmes on Bioenergy, Materials for nuclear and CCS. The European University Association launched
the European Platform of Universities engaged in Energy Research (EPEU).

The second day of the conference focused on the need to develop a coherent European approach for
international Science and Technology cooperation in the SET-Plan. A productive discussion was held
following presentations on existing frameworks on international cooperation, international organisations active
in energy technology and on best practices at community level, member states, research centre or industry
level in order to identify relevant elements for the SET-Plan.

The conference stressed the sense of urgency to start with the concrete implementation of joint actions and
projects in the SET-Plan via a stronger cooperation and coordination of the science, technology and
innovation efforts of all member states and regions in Europe and the need to develop an international S&T
cooperation dimension as an integral part of the SET-Plan.

Project context

Europe needs to move to a low-carbon economy to fight against climate change, to ensure its energy security
and future industrial competitiveness, and to contribute to growth and jobs. The SET-Plan is the European
response to these challenges: it is the technology pillar of the EU's energy and climate change policy.

To take stock of where we are in these priority technologies, the European Commission and the EU
presidencies are organising SET-Plan summits since 2008. These sum its are organised to raise awareness
about the SET-Plan issues amongst all stakeholders in the European energy technology, energy and climate
policy field, ranging from industry and research stakeholders to customers, representatives of the European
institutions, the financial community and international partners.

The first SET-Plan conference in Paris in October 2008 gave the momentum to start the discussion on the
European Industrial Initiatives (Ells) and to launch the European Energy Research Alliance (EERA). One year
later at the Stockholm conference, Technology Roadmaps for each Ell were discussed to map the way
forward for their future launch and at the Madrid conference in June 2010, the Wind, Solar, Carbon Capture
and Storage and Electricity Grids Ells were officially launched.

In this respect the fourth European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan) conference organised, on
15-16 November 2010, under the Belgian presidency was fully in line with the past SET-Plan events. The
conference officially launched the two next European Industrial Initiatives for Bioenergy and Nuclear energy
and another three Joint Programmes of the European Energy Research Alliance (EERA) on Bioenergy,
Materials for nuclear and CCS were launched. In addition the conference was the kick-off of the international



dimension of the SET-Plan. This international dimension of the SET-Plan is essential as Europe needs to
build a comprehensive but realistic 'European’ international cooperation strategy for energy technologies,
based on common and mutual interest and taking account of the different needs of different world regions.

Objectives
The aim of the SET-plan conference was twofold:

1. Communicate on the progress of all SET-Plan action lines to a broad range of stakeholders including
the research community, the industry, policy makers, the financial community and international
partners. This includes the state of play of the Ells launched at the Spanish SET-Plan conference,
the state of the art of the Smart Cities initiative, the state of play of the EERA Joint Programmes and
FCH JTI. The Ells on Bioenergy and Nuclear were launched together with the EERA JPs on
Bioenergy, materials for nuclear and CCS.

2. Kick off the international dimension of the SET-Plan with focus on best practices and based on
existing and recently established forms of cooperation, as a follow up of the EU Energy Council
conclusions on the SET-Plan Investment Communication of 12 March  2010.

Main results

The SET-Plan 2010 conference was organised by the Flemish government, Department of Economy, Science
and Innovation (EWI) in close collaboration with both DG RTD and DG ENER. The event was the fourth
conference since the first SET-Plan Communication in 2007. The Belgian conference was held five months
after the Spanish SET-Plan conference.

The announcement of the SET-Plan conference was widely spread among all relevant stakeholders. To
ensure a well balanced conference audience, invitations were sent to a mailinglist consisting of a list of
participants of the previous SET-Plan conferences, a list of European key stakeholders in the energy and
energy research field (Steering Group, Sherpa Group, FP7 Programme Committee Energy, Ells and EERA)
provided by the European Commission and a list of Belgian key stakeholders in energy and energy research.

The main objective of the conference was to communicate on the progress of the implementation of the SET-
Plan three years after the launch of the first European SET-Plan communication “Towards a low carbon
future”. More than 500 participants from industry, research institutes and academia, the financial community
and from the policy field attended the conference to discuss the state of play of the SET-Plan. Coffee breaks,
lunch and an informal walking dinner at the end of the first day of the conference ensured the necessary
networking opportunities for all participants.

The highlight of the first day was the launch of the two next European Industrial Initiatives (Ells) for Bioenergy
and for Nuclear. In addition an overview was given of the substantial progress made by the Ells launched in
June 2010 : notably the Wind, Solar, Electricity Grid and CCS Ells. The Joint Undertaking Fuel Cells and
Hydrogen gave a state of play of their Joint Technology Initiative. The set up of the Industrial Initiative on
Smart Cities, being a demand side driven initiative rather than a technology driven initiative was discussed.
The European Energy Research Alliance, founded in 2008, launched the next three Joint Research
Programmes on Bioenergy, Materials for nuclear and CCS. The European University Association launched
the European Platform of Universities engaged in Energy Research (EPEU).

The second day of the conference focused on the need to develop a coherent European approach for
international Science and Technology cooperation in the SET-Plan. A productive discussion was held
following presentations on existing frameworks on international cooperation, international organisations active
in energy technology and on best practices at community level, member states, research centre or industry
level in order to identify relevant elements for the SET-Plan.

The conference stressed the sense of urgency to start with the concrete implementation of joint actions and
projects in the SET-Plan via a stronger cooperation and coordination of the science, technology and
innovation efforts of all member states and regions in Europe and the need to develop an international S&T
cooperation dimension as an integral part of the SET-Plan.



Performance indicators for the conference were:

e Number of attendees

e EU member states representation
Representation of key stakeholders : European research, industry, government,
financial community
Presence of high level speakers from third countries

e Number of visitors to the conference website

e Press coverage

Targets:

Target 1: A minimum of 350 participants to the conference
o Result: The conference reached around 500 participants from 29 different countries for both
days.

Target 2: Good representation of all EU member states
« Result: The conference welcomed representatives from 3 associated states and 22 of the 27 EU
member states.

Target 3: A good balance of industry, research, financial community and governmental representatives
« Result: The conference audience was well balanced and consisted of representatives from the
industry (19,45%), research institutions (10,83%), universities (6,42%), financial community
(0,55%), The European Commission (15,6%) and national (15,23%) and regional governments
(7,52%).

A website dedicated to the conference provides all relevant information and was an important communication
tool for both participants and interested stakeholders. Presentations held on the conference were posted on
the conference website within two days after the conference: http:/www.setplan2010.be/

The potential impact

The direct impact of the Belgian SET-Plan conference was very clear. All participants received an overview
of the progress of the SET-Plan and its action lines. The conference contributed to the awareness raising of
the SET-Plan to a broad range of stakeholders in the European and international energy and climate policy
field (industry, policy makers, researchers, consumers and civil society organizations).

With regard to the reinforcement of the international cooperation dimension within the SET-Plan, this
conference could be regarded as a kick off. During the second day of the conference a productive discussion
was held following presentations on existing frameworks on international cooperation, international
organisations active in energy technology and on best practices at community level, member states, research
centre or industry level in order to identify relevant elements for the SET-Plan. The outcomes of these
presentations and discussions are paving the way for the development of the international cooperation
strategy within the SET-Plan.

The participation of European strategic key stakeholders of the SET-Plan in the conference guaranteed the
high level and relevance of the discussions.. The chairs of the sessions were actively involved in the sessions
feeding the debate with challenging questions leading to a clear vision on how to proceed. To ensure a well
balanced conference audience, invitations were sent to a mailinglist consisting of a list of participants of the
previous SET-plan conferences, a list of key stakeholders in the energy and energy research policy domain
(Steering Group, Sherpa Group, FP7 Programme Committee Energy, Ells, EERA) provided by the European
Commission and a list of Belgian key stakeholders in energy and energy research who were identified by a
study conducted under the auspices of the EWI department.

For optimal dissimination the international, national and specialised press was invited and a press release was
sent to give the conference more public visibility and to create awareness. In addition the EWI department
made use of all available communication channels within the department. The conference was announced in
the quarterly magazine, electronic newsletter and on the website of the department. The conference was also
published on the official website of the Belgian presidency. With reference to the Belgian key stakeholders in
energy and energy research, an information day and workshops were organized where the SET-Plan was



presented. Within the department the conference was announced on the extranet and through an information

session for the department’s employees.

n

The main resource of information for participants and interested stakeholders was the conference website.
The conference programme, all presentations, conclusions and background documents, etc. were posted on

the website as soon as they were available. In addition the website provided participants with all practical

information regarding the conference.

ANNEX 1

Conference visitors statistics

The conference was fully booked and had a well balanced mix of participants with a background ranging from
the public sector to industry and researchers. In addition the conference was attended by participants from a

wide array of EU member states, associated and third countries.

Number of visitors

Conference day 1 500
Conference dinner 402
Conference day 2 485
Activity type visitors

Activity type Number of visitors Percentage
European 85 15,60
Commission
Financial 3 0,55
community
Industry 106 19,45
National Government 83 15,23
Public research institute 59 10,83
Regional Government 41 7,52
University 35 6,42
Research
Other 133 24,40
Total 545 100

Country of residence
Austria 11
Belgium 312
Croatie 1
Cyprus 1
Czech Republic 10
Denmark 7
Estonia 1
Finland 13
France 32




