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Executive summary


In order to integrate and strengthen the national research area in the Slovak republic, before and after the accession to the EU, which occurred during the first planning period of this project, it was necessary to analyse, integrate and evaluate existing resources, both human and institutional in the respective fields of research. This process, which in case of general transport research has been started during the previous projects of the Centre of Excellence - Centre for Transport Approximation at Centre for Transport Research - CETRA of he University of Zilina, was not finished and continued within this project, with the focus on the domain of sustainable transport.

This project covered all objectives of the call FP6-2003-ACC-SSA-Transport for Targeted Specific Support Actions (SSA) for Associated Candidate Countries in the Specific Programme “Integrating and Strengthening the European Research Area”, concerning Sustainable development, global change and ecosystems: sustainable surface transport, i.e.:

· Organisation of the conferences and workshops;

· Organisation of brokerage events and seminars;

· Evaluation of the policies in the respective modes of the surface transport in Slovakia;

· Cooperation with the National Contact Points’ System; 

· The creation of detailed databases of researchers and research organisations in Slovakia. 

By fulfilment of the scheduled activities integration, strengthening and streamlining of the national capacity should have been reached, as well as its preparedness for participation in the European projects and international research co-operation.  Most activities were focused on the research community of the Slovak Republic and its research policies, with development and strengthening of the international relations within EU and former associate candidate countries through support for participation of invited scientists in the conferences and workshops, concerning research in the area of sustainable surface transport.  

The main interest was to improve the capability of the research community in the area of surface transport and put it at the service of the social and economic needs of Slovakia, in conformity with the interest of the European Union as a whole. With the help of the experienced EU specialists, the conferences, workshops and brokerage events the project should lead to development of a natural forum, where all national subjects active in the area of surface transport will communicate and work together in order to find solution of topical problems. Co-operation and relationship with the local economic/industrial and social environment was maintained, in particular focus on the accession to the European Union. The aim was to use the joined scientific and research potential in the respective areas of surface transport in Slovakia for participation in the European research through participation in European projects and connection of the academic environment and the practice.

The objective of the project “SurfTran - Support for Sustainable Transport Research in Slovakia” was the integration and strengthening of the ERA through Targeted Specific Support Action in one, at the start of the project, EU Associate Candidate Countries (ACC) and since May 2004 full EU member state – the Slovak Republic, in the thematic area of Sustainable development, global change and ecosystems - Sustainable surface transport. It was planned in the project to reach this objective by networking of the research community in this specific area, the policy makers and industry at the national level, by development of links and common information channels and strengthening of contacts between the professional, educational, development, research and industrial institutions. 

This goal started to be accomplished in the first project year at the national level by facilitation and organization of the information exchange through project specific Web site, organisation of dissemination events at high level scientific workshops and conferences. These activities enabled development of the networking with the similar institutions active in the respective areas of the sustainable surface transport research in Slovakia and in the EU member states, other former associate candidate countries, such as Hungary, Poland and recent associate candidate countries, such as Bulgaria and Romania. 

Concrete activities, performed in the first project period were:

· Organisation of the conferences and workshops in the Slovak republic on selected topics with the involvement of researchers, producers and operators from Slovakia, associated candidate countries and EU member states; linked to FP6 calls for proposals and strategic initiatives in the respective transport domains; among the highlights following conferences and workshops should be mentioned:

· Symposium “ZEL 2004 - Railways on the Edge of the 3rd Millennium - On the way towards the European Railway Harmonisation and ITS” and adjoining workshop “Intelligent transportation systems and quality of transportation services - Towards European Co-operation in the Sustainable Surface Transport Research”, designated in the Newsletter of the European Network of Excellence “EURNEX” as one of the most important conferences on railway research and technologies in the Central and Eastern Europe, 

· International conference “Railways Maintenance Management”,
· Q-2004 International Road Conference – “Technology of Road Maintenance”.

· Evaluation of the policies in the respective modes of the surface transport, concentrating on issues of sustainability, environmental protection and efficient energy consumption, as well as of performing studies aimed at the establishment of useful elements for the definition of the research policies in this field. Four studies oriented towards research policies and stakeholders identification in the following areas were developed in Slovak and English versions:

· rail transport,

· road transport,

· waterborne transport,

· ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems)

While the English version is oriented more towards provision of information on the existing situation in the Slovak republic, the Slovak versions are oriented more towards Slovak audience, providing exhaustive information on the European initiatives and links to relevant information.

· Creation of detailed database of researchers, research institutions, developers, producers active in the domain of surface transport in Slovakia, which contain information that should facilitate partner search for the creation of consortia and facilitate for smooth networking. The database has been developed with the use of Open Source software and is available via the on-line Internet access.

· Active recognition and networking of high quality centres of research and support for the operation of these networks in a scientific field involving the sustainable transport research priority themes, with the aim of mobilisation of the human and material resources existing in a given field in Slovakia, dissemination of organisational and scientific information as well as the results of research, facilitation of the communication between the centres having similar scientific interest. One of the channels for dissemination of the information is the contractor’s Web site at http://www.utc.sk/cetra, where also specific project information resides.  

· Active participation in preparation in the project proposals for the 6th FP and other EU projects with inclusion of the Slovak institutions. CETRA participated in preparation of the following proposals:

· FinanceTrans – Financial Training and Web Portal for NMS with Transport Sector, (FP 2002- Transport-2, SSA) 

· ALICE – Allocating Transport Infrastructure Cost – Enhancement of Methods and Applications (FP 2004- TREN –3 , STREP)

· CONNECT – Coordination and Stimulation of Innovative ITS Activities in Central and East European Countries (IST)

· QUALITRANS – High Quality Local and Regional Public Transport  (FP 2004- TREN –3 , STREP)

· CAPTURE – Comparative Analysis of Passenger Transport Undertaken in Regions Across Europe (INTERREG III B CADSES application) 

· Support the participation of SMEs active in the relevant areas of surface transport in the networking and dissemination activities of the project. 

In the second year of the project these efforts were continued through further planned activities of the project work plan. Concrete activities, performed in this project period were:

· Organisation of the conferences and workshops in the Slovak republic on selected topics with the involvement of researchers, producers and operators from Slovakia, associated candidate countries and EU member states; linked to FP6 calls for proposals and strategic initiatives in the respective transport domains; among the highlights following conferences and workshops should be mentioned:

· The 12th International Symposium “ZEL 2005 - Railways on the Edge of the 3rd Millennium”.
· Workshop „Control and management of transportation processes on a macroscopic level“
· Conference “ROAD AND URBAN TRANSPORT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - CMDTUR 2005” - the 3rd International conference ROAD AND URBAN TRANSPORT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

· “TRANSCOM 2005 –6th European Conference of Young Research and Science Workers in Transport and Telecommunications” 
· “The  International Shipping Conference – XXIII. Shipping days 2005” 
· Impact evaluation of the policies in the respective modes of the surface transport, concentrating on issues of sustainability, environmental protection and efficient energy consumption, as well as of performing studies aimed at the establishment of useful elements for the definition of the research policies in this field. Study oriented towards trends in transportation, new research and development policies and their implications were developed in Slovak and English versions. While the English version is oriented more towards provision of information on the existing situation in the Slovak republic, the Slovak versions are oriented more towards Slovak audience, providing exhaustive information on the new developments and links to relevant information.

· Maintenance of detailed database of researchers, research institutions, developers, producers active in the domain of surface transport in Slovakia, which contain information that should facilitate partner search for the creation of consortia and facilitate for smooth networking. The database has been developed with the use of Open Source software in the 1st project period and is available via the on-line Internet access.

· Active recognition and networking of high quality centres of research and support for the operation of these networks in a scientific field involving the sustainable transport research priority themes, with the aim of mobilisation of the human and material resources existing in a given field in Slovakia, dissemination of organisational and scientific information as well as the results of research, facilitation of the communication between the centres having similar scientific interest. One of the channels for dissemination of the information is the contractor’s Web site at http://www.utc.sk/cetra, where also specific project information resides.  

· Promoting European research in transport area – Brokerage events

The objective was the organization of two brokerage events and workshops with the help of National Contact Points, where researchers from Slovak institutions could meet other researchers and scientists from the same sector and from other associated candidate countries with a view to participate particularly in proposals for integrated projects and networks of excellence. Organization of this annual national information event was connected to the Call for proposals issued by the EC, in order to present the topical information on the work programs of the Sixth Framework Program. 
The one day national events were organized at University of Zilina in connection with the Call 3B and Call 4A in the domain of the FP6 Sustainable surface transport research. It was oriented towards increasing co-operation and ties among research community, academia and industry. The presentation concerned general principles of FP6, participation in the projects, results of Slovak participation in the FP6 and information on support for participation and proposal preparation and the Sustainable Transport Research in current and future projects. 

Representatives of the participating institutions presented their institutions and their plans for participation in projects of the FP6, as well as national research activities. 

· Active participation in preparation in the project proposals for the 6th FP and other EU projects with inclusion of the Slovak institutions. CETRA participated in preparation of the following proposals:

· FinanceTrans – Financial Training and Web Portal for NMS with Transport Sector, (FP 2002- Transport-2, SSA)  - second attempt 

· ALICE – Allocating Transport Infrastructure Cost – Enhancement of Methods and Applications (FP 2004- TREN –3 , STREP) - second attempt
· SAFEPAXS – Rail Passenger Safety and Access Efficiency Design  - project preparation co-ordinated by CETRA and submitted by FAV Berlin (FP 2004- TREN –3 , STREP)

· TransSMART – Sustainable Urban Transport for Small and Medium Cities: Advancement, Reform and New Technologies project proposal in the framework of INTERREG III B CADSES Programme (Structural funds)
· CAPTURE – Comparative Analysis of Passenger Transport Undertaken in Regions Across Europe (INTERREG III B CADSES application) 

These measures were taken to overcome the current fragmentation of the sector, due to the rapid transition from state-sponsored research to more market-oriented environment, in which global players are taking more significant role. Due to this fragmentation and low-level co-operation, in spite of the long-term tradition and good previous results in transportation research, Slovak institutions are not currently present in number of European initiatives and the acceptance rate of their projects is relatively low. Even in the case of their inclusion in the project consortia, their man-months share on the project workload is usually minimal. In order to revert this process and to join the European trends also in this area, to connect the various stakeholders within Slovakia and abroad, the activities proposed in the work plan of the project were performed.

The problems encountered and reported in the 1st project period continued also in the 2nd project year. Introduction of the higher level co-operation in any level of the Slovak society is not an easy task and it would probably require a sociological study, to find the reasons for the existing situation. In this aspect we may say, that the project objective to reach the full co-operation of the respective stakeholders towards the development of the common and cooperating surface transport research area even in the two project years has been overambitious and could not be fully satisfied. It will take continuous efforts and motivation also from the governmental (funding) level, to reach this ultimate goal.

However, despite these facts, we can conclude from the well attended and successful workshops and conferences, from the generated interest into project results and by the development of the prerequisites for successful networking, such as specialised databases and developed personal and institutional links, that the continuing efforts in this area will bear their fruit and lead to the desired results, even if this process may have longer duration, than previously expected.

In order to maintain the project results after the project period it is planned therefore:

· to increase co-operation with the National Contact Point System representatives,

· to continue the data collection and maintenance of the database on the surface transport research in Slovakia,

· to continue in the organisation of the workshops and conferences, which gained recognition on the national and/or international level,

· to increase the dissemination activities towards general public and specialists community on the sustainable surface transport research activities in the EU and Slovakia with focus on the recent 7th EU Framework programme.   

The establishment of separate research priority in the FP7 and its further recognition on the national level will lead hopefully to recognition of its importance for further development of the society.
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