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General introduction
The aim of the Composites-on-Tour project is to confront the general public with the
question whether and how science can change their daily life. Such a general question
has to be addressed in a very concrete, tangible way. In this project, composite
materials serve as the example of a recent, research based innovation that has
strongly shaped and influenced our environment. The science behind composites is
explained in an attractive and diverse way, and the growing interest of the general public
in design and “life style” is used as an additional “entrance gate” to scientific
innovations.
The Composites-on-Tour project consists of the following actions:

- A combined scientific and design exhibition which was on show in six European
design or science centres in six different European countries of which two new member
states (Hungary and Slovenia).
-

The exhibition is showing the results of the International Composites Design
Competition that is aiming at awarding the best designed consumer goods made of
composites. As expected, the innovative products shown in this exhibition have raised
questions to the visitors on the science behind composites.

-

The scientific part of the exhibition attempts to answer these questions, by showing
in a concrete and interactive way how composites are composed (fibres + plastics) and
how they are produced.

-

In order to increase the visibility and hence the impact of this travelling exhibition,
several accompanying public events were organised and extensive coverage by the
press and mass media was realised.

With Composites-on-Tour-2, the two co-ordinating and leading partners K.U.Leuven and
Design Vlaanderen opted for an uncompromising international approach. This opened
the design competition up to designers from all over the world and the exhibition travels
with the prize winners of the design competition from Brussels to Paris, Barcelona,
Budapest, Ljubljana and Eindhoven.
This cross border strategy promotes international networking between designers and
industrial and scientific circles. Such globe-straddling cross-pollination often leads to
innovative product development, which would be an unexpected result of this science
communication project.
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Partners in the Project
Eight European partners from six different countries participated in this project:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

The Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium (coordinator)
Design Flanders, Belgium (co-coordinator)
The Hungarian Design Council, Hungary.
The University of Technology and Economics of Budapest, Hungary.
The Biennial for Industrial Design (BIO), Slovenia.
The JEC Group (Journals and Exhibitions on Composites), France.
The Barcelona Design Centre (BCD), Spain.
The Design Platform Eindhoven, the Netherlands.

Short overview of the project activities and achievements
International Composites Design Competition
An intense advertising campaign resulted in a large response: 97 designers registered on
the website for the competition. 69 entries were submitted by 55 participants from 17
countries were judged by the international jury. The jury nominated a winner in the
products category and a winner in the prototype category. 20 other objects were
selected for the travelling exhibition. The jury added 5 ’remarkable composites products’
to the exhibition.
The winners were:
- In the prototype category: Sébastien Dubois (Canada) for his prosthetic foot, a
revolutionary redesign for developing countries were many victims of
landmines are waiting for affordable leg and foot prosteses.
- In the product category: Poul Christiansen and Boris Berlin of the Danish
design company Komplot Design, for their “ Big Bench” , are modulable
composite outdoor bench produced by an ingenious adaptation of a highly
industrial, mass-production pultruded beam.
The Award Ceremony, held in Brussels on the 15th of February 2007, was attended 216
persons. Musicians with instruments in composites materials accompanied the ceremony.
The two winners, Sébastien Dubois and Komplot Design (Poul Christiansen and Boris
Berlin) received their price, 7500 euro each.
In preparation of this design competition, several Interdisciplinary Workshops have
been organised. These workshops on “ composites and design” had two main goals:
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-

Promoting the International Composites Design Competition amongst the
designers’ communities in the six participating European countries
“ educating” designers about composite materials, and making them aware of
the interesting possibilities of these new and innovative materials

All workshops have a similar profile, and lasted between half a day and one day:
- An introduction about composite materials (most of times presented by prof.
Ignaas Verpoest, K.U.Leuven, scientific coordinator of the CoT-2 project)
- A “ testimony” by two or more designers about their experience of working
with composite materials
- (optionally): A visit to a composites company of laboratory, if the workshop
was organised on the site of the company or university.
The workshops had a great success, as can be derived from the following short reports:
-

Design Vlaanderen organised for Belgium two workshops at the Katolieke
Universiteit Leuven: 4 May 2006 and on 23 November 2006, with in total
more than 100 participants
- In Budapest, the Hungarian Design Council organised a workshop on 1 June
2006; The number of attendees was over 40.
The workshop in Slovenia was organised on 12 May 2006 in Metlika by BIO
(Biennial of Industrial Design, project leader Špela Šubic), with 32
participants.
- In Spain, the Barcelona Design Council organised a workshop on 7 June 2006
at the Barcelona Chamber of Commerce. It was attended by 35 people.
- In France, JEC organised a workshop in collaboration with and hosted in the
Matério offices in Paris on 4 July 2006. Attended by 30 people
- Finally, the workshops for the Netherlands were organised at the K.U.Leuven
(only 100km away from Eindhoven), on March 22nd and May 30st, 2006.
Both were attended by about 30 persons.
Overall, 7 workshops have been organised in 6 different countries, with a total attendance
of >270 designers, or an average attendance of almost 40 designers per workshop.
It can be clearly concluded that never before such a large group of designers has been
exposed in such an intense way to the results of a recent scientific innovation, namely
to composite materials.
When the travelling exhibition was on show in one of the participating European
countries, some of the partners organised an additional workshop.
- At JEC (1 – 3 April 2007) in Paris,
- On the 19 June 2007, the Hungarian Design Council
- During the Dutch Design Week in Eindhoven ( 20-28 October 2007 ), Design
Platform Eindhoven organized four lectures
- During the second visit of the traveling exhibition to Paris organized by JEC,
named “ Made in Materiaux Composites” and held in the Cité des Sciences et
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de l’Industrie (3 – 11 November 2007), a workshop was organized on
Tuesday 6 November 2007.

Travelling Design and Scientific Exhibition
The major effort in this project was devoted to the central part of the Composites-onTour-2 action, namely the “ travelling exhibition” , which combines the exhibition
showing the results of the International Composites Design Competition and a
scientific exhibition, showing the “science behind composites”
The scientific exhibition, developed by the team of researchers of the “ Composite
Materials Group” of the Department of Metallurgy and materials Engineering of the
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, consists of 7 interactive exhibits, which invite the visitor
to explore the ‘science behind composites’.
The key characteristic of the scientific exhibition is that it is highly interactive. The
design of the exhibits has been given a lot of attention (it had, at the end, to be traveling
together with a design exhibition!). Two Belgian designers Jan Hendrickx and Clem Van
Himbeeck have come up with a very intelligent, unified design for all the exhibits. The
boxes on which the exhibits are placed can at the same time be used as packaging
material for the transport!
Two catalogues have been published, one for each part of the travelling exhibition:

- The catalogue (in English ) of the International Composite Design Competition has
-

-

been edited by the Design Flanders team and features the 2 winning and 20 selected
entries, together with the additional products selected by the jury.
The catalogue of the scientific exhibition is composed of two parts: a long paper
explaining for the general public the ‘science behind composites’ and a set of three
articles discussing how some famous designers explore and use composites: the two
winners of the first International Composites Design Competition (Clem Van
Himbeeck and Weyers&Borms) and the world-famous designer Ron Arad.
Additionally, two booklets have been prepared (in English and Dutch) as hand-out to
the scientific exhibition, helping visitors to carry-out the different interactive
experiments, and providing background information. Later on, the texts have been
translated by some of the partners in their local language.

After the avant-première exhibition in Leuven end 2006 the ’Composites-on-Tour-2’
travelling exhibition really started in Brussels on 16 February 2007 (till 18 march
2007). The exhibition attracted almost 500 visitors and was well covered and well
received by the national press. This first exhibition was covered already in the YEAR-1report.
From then on, the exhibition traveled around Europe for 8 months, visiting 6 different
countries. A very short overview is given:
5
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- 1-3 April 2007, JEC-Paris (largest international composites techno-

-

-

-

commercial exhibition in the world) in the Paris Expo - Porte de Versailles,.
During the 3 days of exhibition, more than 20.000 professional visitors from
96 countries had the opportunity to visit the Composites-on-Tour exhibition.
3 - 25 May 2007, BCD-Barcelona: The exhibition was hosted in the
Fundació Met.room premises, and has been visited by 500 people
12 June – 1 July 2007: Budapest : about 400-500 visitors have been
counted, and the exhibition was extremely well covered by the local press
(TV, Radio, newspapers)
3 – 30 September 2007, BIO-Ljubljana, in the Fuzine Castle, home of the
$UFKLWHFWXUH0XVHXPRI/MXEOMDQD3RWQD)XåLQH/MXEOMDQD6ORYHQLD.
There were more then 1050 visitors , and it was advertised in one daily
newspapper (3x), one weekly magazine (3x) and on the national radio station
(30x).
7 October 2007, Composittrailer, Lokeren during the “ Open Company” day
where the general public is invited to visit the factories and hence get involved
in the industrial innovations realized by the participating companies. 2500
people visited the exhibition in that one sunday!
20 – 28 October 2007, DP-Eindhoven. During the Dutch Design Week in
Eindhoven, the exhibition has been visited by 22.500 registered visitors.
3 – 11 November 2007, Paris – Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie : 2.200
visitors were welcomed at this final Composites-on-Tour-2 event.

Overall, an estimated 50.000 visitors have been welcomed to the Composites-on-Tour-2
travelling exhibition !

Accompanying activities towards the general public
The website www.compositesontour-2.be started the end of February 2006. Designers
could registrate online. The website was continuously updated by the project coordinator, Design Vlaanderen, and featured news and reports on
- The announcement, registration and results of the International Composites
design Competition
- The announcements of and reports on the workshops for designers, organised
in the 6 partner countries.
- The announcements and publicity on the travelling exhibition.
Moreover, the website was used for press releases, as a depository for press materials
(pictures), links to the partner organisations….
The high number of visitors shows that the website has had a very important function in
the whole Composites-on-Tour-2 project.
During the second year, several educational events have been organised by the partners
in the six participating European countries:
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-

-

-

Special guided tours through the exhibition ,e.g. HDC-Budapest ( ’Open
Day’ for design students), BIO-Ljubljana (special guided tour by Slovenian
jury member Jure Miklavc) , DP-Eindhoven (guided tours during the Dutch
Design Week)
a fantastic film has been produced by JEC, introducing the concept of
composite materials, their nature and manufacturing, and then proposing
examples of composite products chosen from the winning and laureate
products of the International Composites Design Competition
A computerised quiz on composites, which all visitors of the exhibitions
were invited to participate at, after having looked at the movie, to disseminate
a basic knowledge on Composites materials

Moreover, several public events and press activities have been organised, in order to
attract even more attention to the Composites-on-Tour-2 initiative:
-

Each time, the opening ceremonies attracted a lot of people (on the average
about about 150-200 people in each of the six different European locations).
The exhibition was very well covered by TV reports (e.g. in Hungary, a 5
minutes on the National Hungarian Television), radio interviews and reports
in daily newspapers (in all six countries) and finally coverage in design
magazines .
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In the following pages, an brief “impression in pictures” is given of the
exhibitions organised by the partners in the Composites-on-Tour-2
project.

Composites-on-Tour-2:
an impression in pictures
Composites-on-Tour-2 started with the exhibition “ Extra Strong/light: Composites” in
the Campus library of K.U.Leuven, from 23 november till 22 december 2006.
The scientific exhibition was shown in avant-première, together with composite
products from famous designers like Ron Arad . An estimated 1500 people visited
the exhibition.

30 nov 2007

1
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Design Vlaanderen, Brussel
•

The combination of the scientific exhibition and the exhibition showing the
laureates of the International Composites Design Competition started in the Galery
of Design Vlaanderen in Brussel (16 febr – 18 march 2007), and welcomed about
500 visitors.

30 nov 2007

2

JEC Paris, april
•

The Composites-on-Tour-exhibition was then shown right at the entrance of the
yearly JEC-exhibition in Paris, the world’ s largest composites technical exhibition,
visited by more then 25.000 people! (2-4 april 2007)

30 nov 2007

3
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BCD Barcelona, may
•

The Barcelona Centre for Design (BCD)
showed the exhibition in a historical
building in the old city centre (3-25 may
2007) and attracted about 400 visitors.

30 nov 2007
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HDC Budapest, june
•

In Budapest, the exhibition was organised by the Hungarian Design Council in
collaboration with the Technical University of Budapest. It was located in a
beautiful building in the city centre. They attracted about 500 visitors, but had also
a long presentation on the Hungarian television.

30 nov 2007

5
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BIO Ljubljana, september
•

BIO, the Slovenian design organisation organised the exhibition in the historical
Fuzine Castle just outside Ljubljana (3-30 sept 2007). They had the best press
coverage (with TV coverage and several newspaper articles), and could welcome
more than 1100 visitors!

30 nov 2007
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Dutch Design Week Eindhoven, october
•

In Eindhoven, Composites-on-Tour was
part of the Dutch Design Week (20-28 oct
2007). In the hall were our exhibition was
located, 22.500 exhibitors were counted.

•

In between Ljubljana and Eindhoven, our
exhibition was also shown at the company
Composittrailer in Lokeren during the
“ Open Bedrijvendag” ; on that one sunday,
about 2500 people saw our exhibition!

30 nov 2007

7
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Cité de Science, Paris, november
•

Finally, the Composites-on-Tour
exhibition was shown by JEC at the
Cité des Sciences et de l’ Industrie,
the prestigious science museum of
Paris (3 to 11 nov 2007). At that
occasion, JEC also created a short
film and a “ quiz” about composites.
More then 2.500 people visited the
exhibition.

•

In total, we could welcome more
then 56.000 visitors! Great thanks
to all partners who have contributed
to the success of Composites-onTour-2 !!!
30 nov 2007
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