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This essay presents a short survey of the literary work of the bKa' brgyud master lHa btsun Rin chen rnam rgyal (1473–1557), one of the closest disciples of gTsang smyon Heruka (1452–1507). This latter master undertook a cultural project with the help of his heart–sons with the aim of glorifying their lineage and making works available to a wider audience. Earlier bKa' brgyud texts had remained in manuscript form until that time. gTsang smyon and his disciples organized the carving of woodblocks that would guarantee a wide distribution of the works and reduce the risk of their loss. They did not confine themselves to printing the existing works, instead compiling, editing and writing many texts they committed to blocks. Their production consisted in biographies, spiritual songs and instruction manuals of previous masters belonging to their lineage. After gTsang smyon’s death, lHa btsun and rGod tshang ras chen (1482–1559), another close disciple of the former master, mainly carried on this project. Accordingly, lHa btsun founded the printing house of Brag dkar rta so in the small kingdom of Mang yul Gung thang (South-Western Tibet). As a member of the royal family of this kingdom, he was mainly sponsored by Gung thang kings, but also by numerous other patrons of the neighbouring areas. This essay provides information on works compiled, edited, written or printed by him. Complete catalogue entries of the available works are included in the database of the TiBET Project.
