Abstract of Elliott, M. – Diemberger, H. – Clemente, M. (2014), Buddha's Word: The Life of  Books in Tibet and Beyond, Cambridge: Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Cambridge

This book comes from the Exhibition entitled "Buddha's Word: The Life of Books in Tibet and Beyond" organised by the TiBET Project in collaboration with the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology and an AHRC Project entitled "Transforming Technologies and Buddhist Book Culture". The book is not a simple catalogue. The editors and the numerous contributors tried indeed to tell the story of books in Tibet and the neighbouring countries by representing them as artefacts and ritual objects and by recounting their relationship with people.
Buddhist scriptures are central to Tibetan culture, not only as the medium for the transmission of Buddhist teachings but also as artefacts and ritual objects. As such they were sought after by western travellers and explorers in their hunt for traces of the lost Buddhist civilisation of India. In the eyes of eighteenth and nineteenth century Europeans, Tibet was an isolated and magic place, a repository of secret knowledge, at the northern edge of the British Empire. Spiritual curiosity was often combined with commercial aspirations and military ambitions. It is therefore not surprising that Cambridge, as one of the hubs for the training of British civil servants and scholars, ended up accumulating collections of a wide range of objects coming from Tibet and the Himalayas. Buddhist scriptures were strongly represented in these holdings. The history of the Cambridge Collections is recounted in the sixth chapter of the catalogue whereas the second and the third chapters describe respectively the travels of Buddhist books and the Tibetan book culture. 
Since the dawn of Buddhism in India, books have been the repositories of Buddha’s word. Books embodied the teacher after he himself had passed away. Together with parts of his body and the objects he had used, the teachings were a witness to the Buddha’s presence and his legacy beyond his demise. Initially the teachings were transmitted orally but as they came to be written down, the support onto which they were inscribed progressively acquired importance in itself. Copying texts and spreading the message to an increasing number of followers became an important way of acquiring merits. This book devotes two chapters, the fourth and the fifth, to the production of manuscripts and prints by analysing the material used for making them, from paper to wood to ingredients for ink and pigments.
 Finally, the seventh chapter focuses on digital Dharma by showing the use of current technologies for the reproduction of texts as well as in the daily life of Buddhist followers.
