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The Coal Exchange as an Interface between the Butetown =

Community and Cardiff

In my research work, | hecame interesled in the nearby
community of Butetown. Previously known as Tiger
Bay, Butetown is a neighbourhood that has been closely
refated to the Coal Exchange and Mount Stuart Square
throughout the history of the coal industry. While the
Coal Exchange was a commercial centre visited by
businessman trading coal, Tiger Bay was home to
thousands of people from various parts of the world
which converged towards the growing coal industry in
Cardiff to work in the docks. According to one former
resident whom | interviewed;

There wasn? only a varely of religion, bul also
nationalities. We were kids playing in the streels and
we were all of different nationalities, the parents were
of different nationalities. There was among us tofal
accepiance. '

(Phylis, 86 years old, previous resident of Tiger Bay)

Together with the Coal Exchange, Tiger Bay represents
an important fragment of the physical memory of the
coal industry and the erucial place it had in the growth
of Cardiff as a city, Unfortunately, in the past decades,
this rich history and cullure has been neglected in the
redevelopment of Cardiff Bay. Today, Tiger Bay and
the Coal Exch display characteristics of islands,
separated physically and socially from the rest of the
city. Meanwhile, Cardiff fails to recognise its legacy as
an industrial city.

My design thesis concentrates on recognising the

interaction. It will be a centre for people al different
stages in the development of their i -from
individual to more established and economically viable
companies. Led by a social enterprise comprised partly
of members of the Butetown community and Mount
Stuart Square artist ity, the Coal Exche
provides the neighbourhood with an opportunity fo
reintegrate with the city, ad apt o its future development,
and still preserve its identity. The managing director of
the Wales Millennium Centre underfined in an interview
the increasing contribution of the creative industies
to the regional economy and describes Cardiff as ‘a
crealive clusier with key players in the media and the
performing arts'.? The Goal Exchange could have a role
in supporting this major drive for creative indusfries
by forming a strong basis for the development of a
crealive environment

Due fo the nature of the programme and the focus
on social inferaction and exchange points, the Goal
Exchange has been interpreted as a city. Coridors
were considered as arcades, common facilities as
public buildings, break out spaces as small squares,
individual offices as private buildings and the main
Exchange Hall as the marketl square provide various
spaces where both formal and informal interaction
could oceur.

' Phyllis, interviewud by suthor, 28th Ociober 2013.

“Rupert Hall, "Wales MBenniom Cenlre Boss addresses Cardifl
Dbreakfast Glub’, Wales Online, 28th February 2014 <hitp/www.
" . 2

impartance of the Coal Exel and its rel h

with Tiger Bay, to reintegrate both places within greater
Cardiff and its future development. Focussing on the
current emergence of creative industries, the Coal
Exchange is adapted lo house a training centre faciity,
which will revolve around the exchange of information
and collaboration, occurring at different levels of
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1 Current Economic Crisis

2 Economic and Environmental Sustainability
3 Social Equity and Inclusion

4 Community participative Urbanism

5 Multicultural Identity

6 Informality

7 Tension between globalization and localism

8 Complex relations between nature and culture
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EMUVE (Euro Mediterranean Urban Voids Ecology)
focuses on the existing voids produced by
current shrinking cities at Euro-Mediterranean
coastline

These cities, developed in the last 50 years as the

main tourist destination of Europe, are now
transformed in empty landscapes stopped by
present economic crisis: A deep wound in the
Mediterranean Landscape and in his local
population
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These voids are not only understood as the spaces
that were not developed, but also as the thousands
of square meters of real estate speculative

developments that remained half-built, converted in
future ruins
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Search for recycling intervention strategies for these large

areas of abandoned voids from a renovated environmental

culture, as a tool for local/regional social development and
territorial cohesion

This can be the first step for the landscape recovery and
economic reactivation of the deeply degraded Euro-
Mediterranean littoral
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DISSEMINATION

for planners and decision
makers
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Obijective 1. Field Work: Compérative and analytic research study on
Case Studies along the Euro-Mediterranean littoral

The Recovery Interventions should:

8 7
1. Global and regional perspective on Socio-Economic

and Environmental control of Intervention Strategies

. Adress to the complexity of the problem with an equally
complex and multiple range of integrated solutions

_ { RN . Maintain the vitality and richness of the Mediterranean
3 3 i _ public space

5 e : . Make Compatible the tourism activity as an
R indispensable source of wealth for the Mediterranean
s - 2. AndaliiasAlveria, Spain 1 of Littoral, with the integrity, social and formal adaptation
E: Er&'l:tlf" of these opportunity spaces
6. Marseille, France

7. London:‘Hackney Wick, United Kingdom
8 Cardiff Bay, Wales, United Kingdom




Case 1 Andalucia (South of Spain): Marbella (Malaga) + Almeria
Urban Speculation and Political Corruption

Terrain Vagues Future Ruins

Art reactivation in underused spaces
La Escocesa, Poble Nou, Barcelona
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Urban Abandonment
and Social Reactivation

= Post Industrial Territorial Reactivation
4 .| Zollverein Emsher Park, Germany




Case 3 Rome

The Role of Heritage in
Urban Abandonment
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The European Decline of Post urban Speculation Cities
Alicante, Spain



Case 4 Marseille:

4.1. Urban Sustainability and Social Inclusion: Flea Market of Marseille, “Marche aux Puces”

I ™
5 "
i~

T .

R . . e g ﬁ~TheAi'ﬁ'érlcan Dec]]neaf qut Fordist Cities
st . .. o e : S B e, .Datroit,Phthla



: R | b | &f ki bR o
Case 4 Marseille: > _o ——
4.2. Territorial Sustainability and Risk Landscape: I'Etang de Berre, Marseille Metropolitan Region P "(e:" 3 O\ ekt bl ot
L ". X -. \ ]
ahv ¥ - v i3
- b L) " . ?I
5 "Nl R I 3
5 :
L% £ :
. ; B X 4 y G L -._—
el i = )
: | o i
=i - .
-~ i S + = %
o g

\
/

S
i

l®.

il
|

y g Situationism




Objective 2:

Analysis on Good Practices in
Landscape recovery
interventions on voids for
economical and social
reactivation purposes

THE NAKED CITY
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Situationist Movement
Guy Debord Benjamin Constant



Objective 3: Landscape and Eco-Urbanism analytic and project
instruments to understand the different territories and contexts and
explore the adequate intervention recovery systems at the
Mediterranean Littoral

Objective 4: Development of Proposal phase

© Copyright Federico Wulff Architect
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Flecyﬁng of main Coach Station of Madrid into

Arganzuela District Civic Center
Federico Wulff EU PhD Architect

1st Prize Competition
XVI Architecture and Urbanism Awards Madrid City Council



Post-Industrial Sites as magnets for

economic and social regeneration

Hercules/Caves-Gulttiral Landscape: Recovery Intervention
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Landscape Recovery Intervention through network of water imprints: -
Water purification network and Landscape erosion processes s
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Informal reactivation :
Torre David, Venezuela
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Urban void Intervention City Edge
Forum Urban Space GR, Spain

Federico Wulff EU PhD Architect
European Landscape Bienalle 2010 (BCN)

Sao Paolo Bienalle 2013 (Brazil)
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Urban Voids reactivation experiences:
Campo de la Cebada, Madrid

Urban void Reactivation through flows and activities
Eras Public Space  Granada, Spain 1st Prize Competition

‘Federico Wulff EU PhD.Architect: . -
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. Urban Agriculture
Renaturalization  QOrganoponicos La Habana, Cuba
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