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1. Publishable Executive Summary 

1.1 Project Objectives 
The objectives of the FemStart initiative are to organise 6 debates in 5 European regions to:  

- raise awareness for the target group “female scientists” for entrepreneurship 
support and that entrepreneurship can be a good alternative for female scientists’ 
careers 

- allow development of visions for female start-ups from universities 
- allow exchange of good practices from the women entrepreneurship field to the 

women and science field 
- raise the interest of entrepreneurship programmes at university to target women 

scientists 
- support new member states with good practices and ideas for introducing 

entrepreneurship in universities having male and female scientists as target 
groups and respecting gender aspects from the very beginning 

- add information, experience and statistics to the controversial public debate on 
this issue 

- to stimulate overall structural links for a more dynamic interaction between the 
stakeholders and society at large. 

1.2 Project Organisation 
The FemStart initiative is co-ordinated by Steinbeis-Europa-Zentrum based in Stuttgart, 
Germany. 
 
Partners in the initiative are: 

- Ministry of Economic Affairs of Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart, Germany 
- Twente University, Enschede, The Netherlands 
- Polytechnical University Valencia, Valencia, Spain 
- Banking Institution of Higher Education Riga, Riga, Latvia 
- University of Agronomics and Veterinary Medicine Bucharest, Bucharest, Romania 
- Wroclaw University of Technology – Wroclaw Centre for Technology Transfer, 

Wroclaw, Poland 
 
Contact details for the FemStart project are: 
 

 
 
Steinbeis-Europa-Zentrum 
Dr. Petra Püchner and Tracey French 
 
Email: french@steinbeis-europa.de 
Tel: +49 711 123 40 15 
 
More information about FemStart is available on www.femstart.eu 
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1.3 Project Activities 
• Identification of good practices in the support of high-tech start-ups from university 
• Organisation of 6 public debates in 5 European regions discussing possible good practice 
support mechanisms for the creation for women considering founding a high-tech start-up 
from university 
• Creation of a common FemStart project identity 
• Creation of summary papers with debate outcomes for publication on the internet 
(www.femstart.eu)  
• Assess and monitor actions instigated in the regions as a result of the public debates.  

1.4 Project Results 
The FemStart initiative was launched in September 2006 with all 7 partners attending a kick-
off meeting which was instrumental in deciding on the steps to be taken in the organisation of 
a series of 6 public debates in 5 European regions. The partners created a recognisable 
project design which is frequently publicised in each of the regions as well as neighbouring 
regions of Europe. The internet platform offering news and events as well online registration 
modules, a speaker database, programme overviews, summarising papers and images of 
the debates was created by December 2006 and has been regularly updated by the partners.  
 
By the end of the third project period (30 months), 6 debates (in Stuttgart/Germany, 
Valencia/Spain, Wroclaw/Poland, Riga/Latvia, Twente/The Netherlands and 
Bucharest/Romania) have been successfully implemented.  
 
The debate in Stuttgart took place on Wednesday, 14. February and Thursday, 15. February 
2007 and was attended by a total of 88 people from 10 countries. Inspiring contributions 
were made by Stephen Auvil of UMBC, Maryland, US who shared the experiences gathered 
within the ACTiVATE programme which has now entered its 3rd year of operation and has so 
far helped women create 9 companies in a number of different sectors. On the second day of 
the event, the 88 participants listened to an interesting interview with Prof. Sue Marlow from 
the De Montfort University in the UK which set the scene for the discussion about the current 
situation at a number of universities situated throughout Europe; most representatives 
confirmed that start-ups by female students make up only about 5% of all start-ups from 
university. 3 good practices from Germany, the US and Sweden offered an insight as to how 
the statistics might be improved. The debate also took the opportunity to hear the voice of 
women who have already started or are have the intention of starting a high-tech business 
who discussed the challenges they faced and how they overcame them.  
 
The second debate took place in Valencia, Spain on Thursday, 26. April and Friday, 27. April 
2007. The second debate attracted a similar number of participants, with 98 people 
registered to attend with a good representation of universities from Spain, who are a key 
target group for instigating change and visitors from a total of 9 countries. A total of 4 
sessions were organised during which participants heard about the challenges faced by 
women who have started high-tech businesses as well as receiving detailed information 
about initiatives and support mechanisms offered by national government as well as good 
practices from Germany, the United States and Spain. The last session of the FemStart 
Event in Valencia focused on the professional experience of researchers who started a 
business. The speakers deliberated on the question whether entrepreneurship is a feasible 
option to enhance the career of women researchers. 
 
Moving eastwards, the third debate took place in Wroclaw, Poland on Wednesday, 17. 
October and Thursday, 18. October 2007. The third debate attracted a good number of 
participants, with 110 people registered to attend (for both parts of the event) with a good 
representation of universities from Poland who play an essential role if change is to happen. 
In total, the representatives represented 13 countries. The first of the 4 sessions highlighted 
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the specific situation in Poland by the Vice Rector at Wroclaw University of Technology and a 
very interesting contribution from Britta Thomsen MEP who presented the role the European 
Union plays in promoting women scientists and entrepreneurs. The speech gave participants 
an ideal networking topic for the networking session. Similarly to the previous events, the 
sessions organised on the second day showcased the challenges faced by women who have 
started high-tech businesses as well as receiving detailed information about initiatives and 
support mechanisms offered by national government as well as good practices from Austria, 
Germany, Poland, United Kingdom and the United States.  
 
Starting 2008 in the north east Baltic region of Europe, the fourth debate took place in Riga, 
Latvia on Thursday, 17. January and Friday, 18. January 2008. 78 people registered to 
participate in the fourth debate representing 8 countries including the neighbouring Baltic 
States of Lithuania and Estonia and also who are also key stakeholders. New aspects of the 
discussion arose which depicted the situation that is specific to the region (but has some 
similarities with Poland) that all 3 Baltic State countries are challenged by changing 
demographics caused by the large numbers of population relocating to the west of Europe. 
Also, cooperation between research and industry needs to fundamentally be increased and 
improved. Once again, the debate dedicated one session to hearing the voice of women who 
have already started or are have the intention of starting a high-tech business. 
 
At the beginning of the third and final project period, the fifth debate took place in The 
Netherlands from 24. – 25. September 2008. 74 participants from 11 countries took part in 
the debate. The attendance of male participants was particularly high (36%) at the Twente 
conference, a reflection of the efforts made by the University to sensitise both males and 
females of the importance of the issues. This has only been made possible by a prolonged 
information campaign within their institute/university. Similarly to Stuttgart, the Twente debate 
took place in a country known for its entrepreneurial support. The discussion was therefore 
well able to concentrate on the subject of high-tech entrepreneurship. The conference was 
attended by Dr. Klein from DG Enterprise and Industry at the European Commission who 
reported back from a study which for the first time provided statistical data on female 
inventors and innovators. Another particular situation was highlighted by the three female 
entrepreneurs who featured in one of the panel discussions: for the first time, all three 
expressed the opinion that they had faced similar obstacles to their male counterparts in 
starting their business.  
 
With the series drawing to a close, the sixth and final debate took place in the south-east of 
Europe in Bucharest, Romania. Taking place from 12. – 13. November 2008, a total of 74 
participants from 9 countries attended. 25% of participants were male, which can be 
considered very positive for the region which still faces very traditional roles, where a rather 
low number of women have leading positions in companies or have started their own 
business. Interesting initiatives to encourage private sector development through innovation 
and technology transfer, e.g. CITAf – Technology and Business Incubator Centre which has 
incubated 52 companies, 12 of which were started by women, were presented. The event 
successfully presented the current state of the art in Romania (in particular concerning the 
role of women in society and science) to make clear that there is still a long way to achieving 
gender equality and that not only are there substantial challenges but also great chances for 
Romania's economy through entrepreneurship for both men and women. By presenting a 
good practice example in support and two potential funding opportunities, USAM showed a 
concrete opportunity to work towards these goals. 
  
Since the individual debates in each of the regions, project partners have maintained the 
dialogue with key stakeholders who are able to ensure the topic stays in the minds of the 
individuals as well as on the political agenda. Several speakers were invited to attend more 
than one debate as their experience appears to be quite unique (as well as useful). The 
project partners have established that there are not too many good examples available that 
deal with the complex topic not just of female entrepreneurship but of entrepreneurship for 
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females in high tech sectors. All partners have also continued the dialogue with these 
speakers to explore new possibilities for cooperation or knowledge exchange. FemStart 
partners regularly appear at conferences as invited speakers and use partner networks to 
continue spreading their message.  
 
Over the past 7 months, the project partners have compiled documents highlighting the 
situation in each region, the good practices that are available (not only in Europe but also 
further afield) and a set of recommendations that can be sent to other universities in the 
partner countries in order to tackle and hopefully increase the number of women starting a 
high tech business. The recommendations are concisely presented in a printed brochure 
which is available to download from the FemStart website (or on request from any of the 
partners). Also some FemStart partners will translate the recommendations into their local 
language in order to reach more women scientists and stakeholders.  
 
The consortium has been encouraged by the wealth of expertise that has been presented 
and by the level of interest experienced over the past 30 months with a total of 522 
participants from 24 countries. Not only the experience of those from politics and programme 
support but also the personal experience brought to each debate by the female 
entrepreneurs. Also, each participant has been sensitised to the contribution women can 
make to achieving the economic goals of Europe as a whole, either through carrying out 
high-level research or by undertaking an entrepreneurial venture – or combining both.  
 
FemStart has increased networking among the partners, many different participants of the 
conferences and other networks, for example between FemStart partners and the SWITCH 
project, ACTiVATE or the European Center for Women and Technology which was launched 
in 2008. Stakeholders have been sensitised to the idea and goals of FemStart and thinking 
together with the partners about further projects to improve the situation of women scientists 
to start their own business and to improve the university structures to support women 
scientist to start an entrepreneurial career. 
 
Since the project started, FemStart partners have been invited as speakers to conferences or 
workshops in order to give their feedback about experience and results of the FemStart 
project for example at the annual scientific conference in Faculty of Agriculture of Lasi, 
Romania in October 2008, at the conference of the German National Agency for Start-ups 
and Women Entrepreneurs in February 2009 in Berlin, Germany etc. or during the Meeting of 
the European Centre for Women and Technology in February 2009 etc. Similarly, the good 
practice support programmes have also been invited to attend other conferences since their 
participation in one or more FemStart conferences. Even after the project has finished 
partners continue to transport the results of FemStart to other congresses, working groups 
and projects etc. 
 
Through the recommendations brochure and the website the partners are confident that the 
FemStart debates will offer input to different regions of Europe that weren’t involved in the 
initiative when considering the implementation of programmes and support mechanisms 
which will encourage more women to consider high-tech entrepreneurship as a career 
alternative in the future. Each of the partners has developed a strategy to follow in their 
region, which will also continue after the end of the project.  
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2. Dissemination and Use 
 

2.1 Exploitable Knowledge and Its Use 
 
The project has no specific exploitable results for industrial or commercial application. 
 
The results and recommendations of the project’s activities have been published in a final 
document which is available on request. The document describes the main 
recommendations for what a new or existing programmes for women scientists who are to be 
encouraged to go into entrepreneurship as an alternative career should take care of. The 
brochure also includes a short description of the three good practice support programmes 
that were presented at one or more conference. The three were selected according to the 
participants and expert feedback received from each conference.  
 
The website www.femstart.eu has an area in which the project partners present themselves 
with a short profile. There is also an online database of international speakers who can offer 
expertise in this area and can be invited to future conferences, saving anyone offering such a 
conference a good base to search for speakers etc. The website will remain online for at 
least one year after the project finishes, although the content will change to make it clear that 
the project has finished and will not be updated so regularly. The speaker database, event 
programmes etc. will all stay online for at least this one year.  
 
All partners are interested in further developing new project and ideas from what they have 
learnt during the project in the future. Partners will offer their expertise at meetings or events. 
The partners are currently trying to identify further European funding possibilities to continue 
the work or to transfer knowledge to regions not involved in the initiative until now. BIHE has 
already identified a project (youth entrepreneurship) which it will join, submission is in April, 
SEZ already submitted a proposal for the Enterprise Europe Network specific “Female 
Entrepreneurship Ambassador” call (in March) where the focus will also be on using 
Ambassadors to motivate women scientists to start a business and other ideas are in 
discussion. How FemStart’s experience and knowledge can be used in this work will be 
decided in the near future. 
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2.2 Dissemination of Knowledge 
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