Publishable Executive Summary

The Science and Technology - Europe Africa Project (ST-EAP) is a European Union Sixth Framework Programme (FP6) Specific Support Action (SSA), based on the success of the ESASTAP initiative (www.esastap.org.za), which is focussed on creating greater participation of South African organisations (SSA) in the Framework Programmes. ST-EAP is focussed on extending this initiative into Sub-Saharan Africa. South Africa has become one of the leading four Third Countries in FP6, but the performance of SSA has lagged far behind. The ST-EAP aims to address these shortcomings by creating a greater awareness of the FPs in the region and the modalities to be employed. 
The change in FP7, where INCO-DEV will no longer address research issues, will make the task of African SSA countries participating even greater, as many have expressed that their own limitation is the lack of expertise and experience with Thematic Projects. Therefore, the launching of ST-EAP is most suitable for addressing these challenges. The Consortium partners in ST-EAP are led by the CSIR (www.csir.co.za) and the African Academy if Sciences (www.aasciences.org).

The Science and Technology- European African Project (ST-EAP) aims to heighten awareness of European funding mechanisms and S&T co-operative instruments that support the creation of African/European consortia. 
The tools intended to address these goals include workshops, conferences, dialogue with National Contact Points, the Informal Group of Liaison Officers and the S&T community of Africa. This will include focussed presentations, a website (including partnering and funding databases) and material highlighting Africa’s S&T expertise. ST-EAP will seek mechanisms to facilitate greater EU-Africa/NEPAD collaboration, and provide a greater input into future Framework Programmes and proposals for sustainability and growth of the African and EU S&T communities. This will also promote the “internationalising” of the European Research Area (ERA) by contributing to the international dimension requirements for integrating and strengthening the ERA and derive benefit for the people of the participating countries through identifying and addressing S&T priorities that provide opportunities for increased economic growth, and improved quality of life. 
ST-EAP is coordinated by the AAS (African Academy of Sciences) and South Africa’s CSIR (Council for Scientific and Industrial Research) with inputs from advisors. 
Objectives   

The primary objective of the project is the strengthening of science and technology (S&T) co-operation between African scientists, and between African and European scientists.  The geographical focus of the project will be on Sub-Saharan Africa. This objective is endorsed by both Africa and the European Union (EU) respectively in NEPADs (New Partnership for Africa's Development); “Africa's Science and Technology Consolidated Plan of Action”; and in the recently adopted EU Strategy for Africa. ST-EAP aims to heighten awareness of European funding mechanisms and S&T co-operative instruments that support the creation of African/European consortia.  

· ST-EAP will play a critical role in establishing synergy between the European Union’s instruments for international research co-operation in the area of science and technology. It will enable a stronger policy dialogue between Africa and Europe to harness science and technology for sustainable development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).
· ST-EAP aims to heighten awareness of European S&T co-operative instruments that support the creation of African/European consortia. In particular, ST-EAP seeks to create an increased awareness of the role of the Framework Programmes (FPs) and a greater shared knowledge of the S&T capacity of the two regions.
· ST-EAP will seek mechanisms to facilitate increased EU‑Africa/NEPAD collaboration, and provide an input into future Framework Programmes.
· ST-EAP will also promote the “internationalising” of the European Research Area (ERA).
· ST-EAP is supportive of, and aligned with, NEPADs recently adopted “Africa's Science and Technology Consolidated Plan of Action”.
· ST-EAP offers a significant opportunity to increase overall S&T cooperation in Africa and with Africa.

Relevance to the objectives of the specific programme and/or thematic priority
The EU intends to become the “most competitive and dynamic, knowledge-based economy in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion.” In recognition of the significant hurdles that are required to be overcome in order to achieve these objectives in January 2000 the Commission issued a communication entitled “Towards a European Research Area”, defining an area where the best possible use is made of the scientific capabilities and material resources within the European Union, where national and European policies are implemented in a coherent fashion, and where knowledge and personnel are allowed to circulate without restriction. In a separate communication, “Making a reality of the European Research Area: Guidelines for EU research activities (2002-2006)” the Commission stressed that the European Research Area (ERA) must be opened up to the rest of the world. 

This openness should enable EU countries to benefit from international co-operation in science and technology, paving the way for closer political and economic relations, viz. openness to third countries will help develop scientific excellence in Europe and raise its profile in the world. EU members and institutions will be committed to working jointly towards the creation of a “European Research Area” and its international dimension, based on the attainment of the objectives of: critical mass, integration of research capacities, management simplification, and European added value. 

Networking and partnering of EU and African scientists and institutions will facilitate the exchange of ideas and knowledge, lead to the creation of programmes directed at solving challenges that mutually impact on the partners, and to the development of scientific excellence. Economic activity of both Africa and EU participants will be enhanced through the participation of the private sector, tertiary institutions and SMEs in these relationships. 

This development of a heightened awareness of the external environment, free exchange of ideas and solution recognition, will advantage the participants relative to other organisations, thus engendering greater innovation, and consequently enhancing competitiveness in both the EU and the African environment. The sharing of ideas and the stimulation of innovativeness will also contribute to the knowledge-based economy of the EU and the continent. In circumstances where the benefits extend to multilateral relationships, e.g. SADC, ECOWAS, NEPAD and ACP, the potential exists for even greater synergies and dynamic interactions. 

Joint prioritisation and policy development by the EU and Africa and African regional organisations such as SADC / NEPAD / ACP to the benefit of the parties will contribute structurally to the ERA in that the EU will be sensitised to the global environment and its needs, enabled to respond favourably relative to its own requirements, and thus empowered to address these challenges. Through these relationships, opportunities exist for informing, keeping appraised of developments, and educating the wider EU society, especially regarding issues of significant importance to Africa, such as food security and critical health issues such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, water and sanitation. The EU will also be better positioned to respond to societal needs, and to address issues of global importance of relevance to EU citizens, and the larger global community. 

ST-EAP will advance the ERA in contributing to the attainment of critical mass within the EU through the formation of strategic S&T partnerships and networks with scientists and institutions both in developed regions and not yet so developed regions in Africa.  Instruments such as technology platforms and centres of excellence exploited jointly will advance critical mass attainment, and will also address the integration of research capacities. The participation of Kenya, SA and other African countries in the FP thematic priorities will further advance this goal. Similarly, participation in the thematic priorities will heighten awareness related to the management of multi-party and trans-regional projects, especially where third party countries are involved, and will advocate mechanisms for management simplification of FP instruments.   

ST-EAP will contribute at various levels to the EU’s specific goals. Through development and active promotion of the various communication instruments outlined, viz. website, database and events organisation etc. ST-EAP will assist European researchers, businesses and research organisations in the EU and the countries associated with the Framework Programmes to have access to knowledge and expertise external to the EU such as that existing in the continent with the potential to extend to some of the regions via structures such as the ECOWAS and NEPAD. The intended mechanisms will not replicate existing systems in Africa. ST-EAP will utilise its instruments to facilitate the formation of EU-AFRICA/NEPAD partnerships and transregional networks. By means of specialist workshops, mobility instruments, best practice exchanges, conferences etc., ST-EAP will facilitate training of EU and African, and in some instances ACP, participants. ST-EAP’s promotion of Africa’s participation in the FPs, and involvement in EU initiatives central to Africa’s interests will contribute to ensuring “Europe’s strong and coherent participation in research initiatives conducted at international level in order to push back the boundaries of knowledge or help to resolve the major global issues. Examples include undertaking joint research relating to food security and SA’s partnership role in the European Developing Country Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) developed under Article 169 and with a particular focus on the diseases of poverty. 

Through exposure of other S&T environments and systems, the sharing of experiences and the exchange and joint development of best practices ST-EAP’s will support NEPAD’s Office of Science and Technology; in particular support towards the implementation of the “Africa's Science and Technology Consolidated Plan of Action”, co-operation development and enhancement initiatives with the EU and other third party participants in the FP; promotion of existing co-operation instruments, and stimulation of policy discussion and information dissemination within the EU and AFRICA/NEPAD will assist in SP1’s goal of support, complementarity, and conformity with external relations. 

The role of ST-EAP will among other things include the hosting of FP workshops and briefing sessions at major S&T tertiary education institutions in the four regions. It will introduce the concept of the provision of seed funding to support preparatory activities for African researchers in exploring FPs. 

In time, a need may exist for a senior S&T researcher from the continent (through the AAS) to establish a representative office in Brussels that will assist the African network, through technical advice and assistance that will be made available for African partners wanting to participate in the FP programmes. The priority objective will be to strengthen relations with the EC and other Brussels-based interlocutors, so as to promote Africa’s interest and participation in the Framework Programme. In the interim, ST-EAP, will however, strengthen the capacity of the African diplomatic missions in Brussels to engage with science and technology co-operation promotion activities. 

A number of co-operation agreements with individual EU member states, EU candidate and associate member states, and third countries with whom the EU has entered into bilateral S&T agreements, will need to be explored, including Africa’s priority countries, in terms of future co-operation. 

A primary objective is for ST-EAP to interact with NEPAD in its science and technology initiative and also in its various clusters where S&T can play a role; (i) biodiversity, biotechnology and indigenous knowledge, (ii) water and desertification, (iii) material sciences, manufacturing, laser and post-harvest technologies, (iv) ICT, space science and technologies and (vi) improving policy conditions and building innovation mechanisms. 

NEPAD promotes research in all fields, particularly in science and technology to advance the development of the continent and, in alignment with the EU, recognises that scientific advances and technological innovations are driving forces for economic growth and sustainable development. NEPAD is committed to identifying ways and means of strengthening, individually and collectively, the science, technology and innovation systems of African partner countries to attain sustainable development, and integration into the global economy. 

In support of these objectives, NEPAD is seeking to create S&T centres of excellence networks in flagship programmes in areas such as biotechnology through the ABI (African Biosciences Initiative). NEPAD acknowledges that bilateral and multilateral co-operation in the development and application of science and technology also requires improvement and advocates gathering relevant information; facilitating sharing of experiences on implementation and management of bilateral and multilateral agreements, and establishing good-practice guidelines. It undertakes to facilitate increased mobility of scientists and engineers within Africa to ensure more effective research and development outcomes, knowledge sharing and networking. NEPAD seeks to develop and adopt common sets of indicators to benchmark national and regional systems of innovation, and science and technology matters between the different sectors of government. 

Coordinated dialogue between stakeholders in the science and technology community is also advocated, together with the networking of departments of science and technology, and ensuring that expertise and experiences in various national institutions is shared across the continent. NEPAD’s S&T objectives are therefore directly aligned to those of the EU and the ERA. 

ST-EAP recognises the EU as amongst the continent’s most important partners for international S&T collaboration and long-standing inter-institutional and personal relationships. An objective of ST-EAP is therefore, to assist in mainstreaming S&T with political, economic and co-operation ties. Africa’s current R&D spend as a percentage of GDP compares poorly with the rest of the world and ST-EAP can make a contribution to achieving NEPAD’s target of 1% of GDP of countries. 

ST-EAP will indeed play a critical role in establishing synergy between the European Union’s instruments for international research co-operation, such as the Framework Programmes, and those for development co-operation such as the European Development Fund. Indeed ST-EAP will enable a stronger policy dialogue between Africa and Europe on the better harnessing of science and technology for sustainable development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, with reference to, for example, partnership initiatives such as the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). 
