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This project HORIZONTAL-ORG forms part of the overall project HORIZONTAL covering in addition to the organic parameters covered in this project, work on horizontal standardisation on inorganic parameters, biological parameters, hygienic parameters, mechanical properties and leaching. The entire project is embedded within the CEN structure through the installed CEN BT/Task Force 151 "Horizontal" with representatives from National Standardisation Bodies (NSB) and CEN Technical Committees (TC). A Steering Committee has been formed with representatives from financially contributing Member States as well as representatives from DG ENV, DG JRC, DG RTD and CEN CMC. 

The objective of this project is to develop horizontal and harmonised European standards on organic compounds in the field of sludge, soil, and treated biowaste to facilitate regulation of these major streams in the multiple decisions related to different uses and disposal governed by EU Directives. This project is concentrated on the development of horizontal standards (if possible) for organic pollutants, including sampling and sample handling. 

Due to the initial delay in the start of the project, the delay has compounded to almost 6 month. A request for elongation of the time frame of the project has been made to accommodate the modifications in the consultation process in CEN to ensure the delivery of full EN standards by the end of the project. Due to late supply of materials for validation and technical problems with sample preparation, the preparation of materials and shipment to participants in the validation has been realized later than planned. Due to the fact that the electronic submission system was not up to the handling of information required for this validation exercise, we had to revert back to data submission by excel sheets. As this was not foreseen. The data were submitted in many different formats, which proved time consuming in retrieving the proper information. The validation work covered simultaneously, inorganic parameters, physical parameters and the organic parameters falling under HOR-ORG. In total some 34000 individual measurement values were processed.  

There is close co-operation between the organic micropollutants sub-work-package leaders to harmonize some analytical steps like extraction and cleaning of samples before the ultimate analytical examination. During the project, it was decided to prepare a pre-treatment standard, which was originally planned separate for inorganic substances and for organic parameters. However, later on it was found that these procedures could be merged to one protocol. Further exchange must be stimulated in this area to ensure proper linking of standards. The guidance document for writing standards under BT/TF151 (finalised in November 2005) foresees in this linkage.

Lists of experts published by Danish Standards for CEN/BT TF 151 have been extended by nominations after enquiries among TC experts. Some nominations came from overseas (non-European) countries. It will be evaluated how many experts will actively contribute to HORIZONTAL-ORG.

Important milestones and achievements in the project Horizontal Organic parameters third year:

· The cooperation between CEN TC 292 WG5 and experts  from HOR-ORG has been close, which has led to the situation that the standards for PAH and PCB for soil, sludge and biowaste and the methods for these parameters in waste are virtually the same. This would create the option to develop a truly horizontal standard covering soil, sludge, treated biowaste and waste. 

· With the exception of pharmaceuticals (not planned) all organic parameters (AOX, PAH, PCB, DEHP, LAS, NP, PBDE, PCDD, PCDF, DL-PCB) have been taken along in the validation study to generate the performance characteristics of the developed methods using the ruggedness evaluation carried out by a limited number of labs.. 

· The sampling protocols for soil, sludge and biowaste follow the approach developed by CEN TC 292 WG 1. Currently, sampling is discussed in different sectors (mining waste and construction products), which has led to the recognition that sampling must be addressed in a generic manner (as done in the now prepared standards) with daughter standards focusing at field specific sampling plans. 

· The CALUX method has been evaluated, although the extent of comparison is limited due to the low concentrations in particularly the soil and treated bio-waste.  

· The use of Structure-Activity modeling to identify those compounds whose measured variability in concentration in a given matrix might correlate with low-cost, easily measured parameters, such as pH and organic carbon content
The links between the project consortium and the relevant CEN technical committees, Commission services and the Member States are ensured by the Steering Committee with financial contributors to the project and by the BT/Task Force 151 HORIZONTAL, specially set up to ensure proper implementation of the deliverables into the CEN system.

The objective of this project is to develop horizontal and harmonised European standards on organic compounds in the field of sludge, soil, and treated biowaste to facilitate regulation of these major streams in the multiple decisions related to different uses and disposal governed by EU Directives. The Working document on revision of the Sewage Sludge Directive (86/278/EEC; draft April 2000) and the Working Document on Bio-waste (draft Feb 2001) have called for standards on sampling, and analysis of hygienic and biological parameters, inorganic parameters and organic pollutants. This project is concentrated on the development of horizontal standards (if possible) for organic pollutants, including sampling and sample handling. 

The work on "Organic Micropollutants (OM)" has been completed with the generation of performance characteristics for the different organic contaminants. The active work in different technical groups from CEN/TC 308, CEN TC292 and ISO/TC 190 has led to a high level of exchange and acceptance of procedures, which enhances the horizontal standardisation work in spite of organizational difficulties between TC due to the fact that in CEN horizontal standards of the type now aimed for do not exist.

So ad-hoc group meetings took place in conjunction with CEN/TC 308/WG 1, and its task groups, 30-31 March 2006, Oxford and November 2006, Malta, ISO/TC 190/SC 3 and working groups, Tokyo 9 October 2005 and in London, October 9, 2006. A full project team meeting was held in Brussels on February 22, 2006. A preparation meeting for the validation work was held in Berlin at DIN on September 4, 2006. A final evaluation of all validation results for organic parameters was held at UBA in Berlin on June 18, 2007. Followed by a discussion of final results of validation on all parameters in BT/TF151 on June 21, 2007.  

