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Introduction

The Black Sea region constitutes the eastern border of the European Union (EU) and provides the bridge to the Caspian Sea and Central Asia, regions rich in natural resources that are of particular importance for the EU. Within the Black Sea region, the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)
 is a political organisation established 15 years ago and including 12 countries around Black Sea and in the Balkan Peninsula
. Among the activities and goals of BSEC, Science and Technology has always been considered as a key priority and discussions at the level of the Working Group for cooperation in S&T aimed at the strengthening of this cooperation. 
In this context, the project ‘Research Potential of the Black Sea countries’ (BS-ResPot) has been set up and implemented in order to provide sound scientific evidence that would support the aforementioned discussions and policy setting not only at the level of the BSEC but also in the EU.  
More precisely, the main aim of the BS-ResPot project has been to identify the most promising field for cooperation in S&T among the BSEC countries and between BSEC and EU. In addition, particular attention has been given to the role and potential of the National Academies of Sciences, and on the role and character a Black Sea Innovation Center could have.

To achieve its goals the project was divided in three phases: the first one involved the Mapping and Evaluation of the RTD landscape in every country. This phase covered approximately the first half of the initial two-year duration of the project and provided the scientific evidence basis for the second phase. The second phase was dedicated to the interpretation of the available data and the formulation of proposals for the specific objectives of the project and for an enhanced cooperation in RTD. Finally, a third phase, which has been added as a follow-up activity, has been based on the results of BS-ResPot and aimed at the identification of research topics of mutual EU – BSEC interest that could be considered as Specific International Cooperation Activities in three Thematic Priorities  of the 7th Framework Programme (FP7). 
Despite the small delays and difficulties encountered during the first year, the work during the second year progressed well and all the initially foreseen tasks were concluded by spring 2006, as scheduled in the contract. Then an amendment to the contract was proposed by the consortium and accepted by the Commission to extend the duration of the project in order to include the aforementioned third phase that included additional tasks as follow-up/implementation activities of the results of the project. This phase has also been implemented successfully by the end of December 2006, as foreseen in the amended contract. 
The BS-ResPot project constitutes the only in-depth evaluation of the research potential of the 12 countries of the BSEC organisation and can be considered as a cornerstone for an enhanced cooperation among the countries but also between BSEC and EU. 

This report provides a detailed overview of the work done under every work package (WP) included in the contract and in its amendment, as well as a description of the content of all the Deliverables that have been issued and already forwarded to the Commission.
WP1: Mapping of RTD Systems and Institutions

The aim of this Work Package (WP) was to provide the basic material for the evaluation which would follow. The work in this WP included:

The identification of one suitable Contact Person per BSEC country (Task 1.2)

This Task proved to be one of the most critical and time-consuming, and the source of the delays that occurred in some parts of the work. Despite the difficulties, this Task was completed during the first year of the project, when a reliable network of one Contact Person per BSEC country was established.

Preparation of country reports 

One of the main tasks of the Contact Persons was the drafting of a preliminary country report (approx. length 30-40 pages). Most of these reports were completed during the first year of the project, with a few exceptions where work was finalised in the fall of 2005.  

Field Trips in BSEC countries

The Field Trips (Task 1.3) constituted a key element for the achievements of the goals of WP1. The Field Trips complemented the desk research providing additional information.

During the trips interviews with key actors of the RTD system were organised. In several cases ‘group interviews’ involving 8-10 people with different profiles were organised in addition to the individual interviews. The ‘group interviews’ proved to be a very rich source of information, complementing the material obtained in the individual interviews.
The following Field Trips were carried through by the respective Partners during the first year of the project: Georgia, Romania and Turkey (by ICBSS), Russia (by JR), Armenia, Azerbaijan and Moldova (by STEPS). The remaining Field Trips (in Albania, Bulgaria and Serbia & Montenegro
) were made during fall – early winter 2005 mainly due to the delayed appointment of Contact Persons in the first two countries and due to the political changes in the third one.  

Exchange of information with INTAS (Task 1.4)

INTAS has been informed about the objectives and the workprogramme of BS-ResPot even before the formal launching of the project. Brief reports drafted by INTAS for some BSEC countries have been received and constitute an additional element for WP1. The participation of a representative from ICBSS at a meeting with INTAS’ NCPs permitted to identify suitable contact persons in Azerbaijan and in Georgia. Finally, the BS-ResPot project is mentioned on the INTAS’ website as part of the dissemination activities.

Analysis of the existing study of the BSEC research potential (Task 1.1)

This study was based on the information provided by the National Academies of Sciences (NAS) at the occasion of their first Conference held in Athens in April 2002. The data in this study despite their in-homogeneity, they complemented the project’s sources of information.

Complementing the existing data (Task 1.4)

For the indentification of the RTD potential in the BSEC countries, an effort has been made to get a picture of past and current R&D performance and technological specialization patterns by making use of R&D indicators accepted internationally. Data gathering focused on the following types of indicators:

1. General R&D Indicators;

2. Indicators on Human Resources;

3. Indicators on production, trade and investment.

However, as reported in the first annual report: 

“Due to the heterogeneity of the countries and different statistical regimes (several countries do not follow the OECD Frascatti manual) data gathering turned out to be complex.  For many countries data were only to be found at National Statistical Offices as data were not comprised in international databases. As a result, considerable differences concerning the quality of data occurred.  

In this context, the information provided by the Contact Persons was absolutely necessary.  However, their appointment turned out to be more complex and time consuming than expected (as described earlier) causing considerable delays for data gathering from some countries (especially AL, BG and RU)”. 

During the second year, close cooperation with the Contact Persons in the aforementioned three countries made it possible to complement the missing data and to conclude the respective country reports.  

Establishing links with PRIME Network (Task 1.6)

For every BSEC country a mapping of the national RTD system was conducted in order to provide a characterisation of entities engaged in R&D policy and R&D performance.  For this purpose the methodology adopted by the ENIP-PRIME network (http://www.prime-noe.org/) has been followed (JR).

According to this methodology, every map of the national RTD system includes political authorities, administrative bodies, intermediary organizations and funding agencies as well as, research performers from private and government sector (including the higher education sector). Along with the institutional setting for each BSEC country a presentation of the national R&D programmes, action plans and strategies is provided.  

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work under WP1 is concluded. The Deliverables/Reports for WP1 (D.1.1.: Report concerning the RTD system in each BSEC country and D.1.2.: Report including the most active RTD institutions in each BSEC country), have been combined in one report since it has been considered more user-friendly to attach the report of the ‘most active RTD institutions for one country to the report describing the RTD system of this country. The Deliverables include reports for all the 12 BSEC countries. In addition, the Deliverables have been consolidated through a revision process by the project partners but also through the implementation of the comments received after the Second Conference of the National Academies of Sciences of the BSEC Member States, Antalya, 6-7 April 2006 (see WP7-Dissemination Activities below). 

The aforementioned Deliverables have already been sent to the Commission as hard copies in the two volumes grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables (Attachment I). They are also available for downloading from the ICBSS’ website. 
WP2: Evaluation of the RTD potential

The objectives of this WP are to identify the RTD capabilities of the BSEC countries and to identify potential fields for cooperation among the BSEC countries and with the EU.

Identification of scientific specialisation patterns (Task 2.1)

The analysis of the NSIOD database has been accomplished (JR).  However, the scientific output of some BSEC countries turned out to be marginal. The analysis included growth rates of scientific publications, scientific output per million inhabitants, etc. This analysis, together with the information on the number of researchers and R&D expenditure, was able to identify fields of relative strengths (and weaknesses) in every BSEC country along 25 broad fields of science, by calculating Revealed Comparative Advantage of scientific production.

Mapping of the technological and innovative capabilities (Task 2.2)

For the mapping of the technological and innovative capabilities the basic production structure and the economic development of the respective country have to be considered.  To this end, some key economic indicators for the BSEC countries have already been provided (JR), including data on national income, value-added and employment structure.  

In order to measure the technological and innovative capabilities of the BSEC countries the analysis (JR) concentrated in more detail at trade data and specialization patterns of the respective countries. Using trade data may reveal whether the country is profiting by its R&D activities, by taking technological products and processes to international markets. Therefore, the analysis performed aimed at investigating how technological and innovative capabilities in BSEC countries give rise to technology advantages and to what extent these factors affect trade competitiveness. This analysis was two fold:

· Firstly, insights have been provided on the absolute amount of trade in the BSEC country and on the main trading partners of the country with a special focus on the trade integration with the EU-25 states (COMTRADE database).  

· Secondly, the specialization based on import – export data by computing the revealed comparative advantage (RCA) has been analyzed for each BSEC country.  Based on the detailed RCA values of the 276 three digit STIC product groups in the most recent available year, a hierarchical cluster analysis was performed in order to identify group of countries with similar structures.
Identification of existing patterns of international cooperation (Task 2.3)
The identification of existing patterns of international cooperation was accomplished along with the analysis performed in WP1, as the Contact Persons were able to provide important information concerning national co-operation agreements and projects. 

In order to acquire information on R&D co-operations among the BSEC countries and between the BSEC countries and the EU, the Contact Persons provided a list of R&D co-operation agreements provided by state organizations.

In addition, a questionnaire (JR) has been distributed via the Contact Persons to research performers. The aim was to identify existing fields of co-operation from a researcher’s perspective. Data collection in form of the questionnaires was time-intensive. An analysis of the data has been done in fall 2005. 

Furthermore, a screening (JR) of project inventories from international organisations, namely UNESCO, IAEO, NATO and UNIDO data has been performed. In parallel, an analysis (ICBSS) of the project inventories from the European Framework programme took place.

The Task 2.3 lasted more than initially foreseen and has been completed during the second year of the project (fall 2005). It included, in particular the exchange of information with the Contact Persons, the distribution of questionnaires to research performers and the analysis of project inventories of international funding organisations. 

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work under WP2 has been completed. The Deliverables D2.1 - Report on RTD capabilities and specialization patterns in each BSEC country – and D2.2 - Report on most promising fields of cooperation – have been prepared and consolidated through a revision process by the project partners and by taking into consideration the comments received after the Conference in Antalya. The Deliverables have already been sent to the Commission as hard copies in the two volumes grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables (Attachment I). They are also available for downloading from the ICBSS’ website. 
WP3: Enhancing the cooperation of the NAS

This WP was dedicated to the investigation of the role of the NAS in order to provide input for concrete actions in the cooperation among them.  In addition, this WP provided recommendations on the role and potential of the Council of Presidents of the NAS.

As it was mentioned in the first year’s report, significant information on the role, potential and perspectives of the NAS (Task 3.1) and on their national and international cooperation activities (Task 3.2), was already available through WP1 and WP2, where specific attention was given on the aforementioned issues in the country reports and during the individual and group interviews during the Field Trips.  Once again, the delays in the gathering of information from some countries (AL, BG, RU) provoked some delays also for these tasks, which however didn’t have an impact on the overall completion of the work. 

In order to further enrich the available information, the partners considered it important to extend the initially foreseen work under this WP by including two additional activities: 

· The preparation of a specific questionnaire (attached to the second year’s report) that was sent directly to the Presidents of the National Academies of Sciences in order to seek the ‘formal’ views of the NAS;

· The organisation in Athens (ICBSS) of a meeting of the representatives of the NAS in order to present the results of the aforementioned questionnaire and to discuss its conclusions (Report of the meeting attached to the second year’s report). 
The compilation of the information from WP1 and WP2 on the one hand, and from the replies to the specific questionnaire and the discussions during the meeting on the other, allowed the drafting of the Recommendations on the ways for an enhanced cooperation among the NAS (Task 3.3), and of the Recommendations on the role of the Council of Presidents of the NAS (Task 3.4). 

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work under WP3 is completed. The Deliverables D3.1 Report with recommendations to enhance the cooperation of the NAS, and D3.2 Report with recommendations on the role of the Council of Presidents of the NAS, have been prepared and consolidated through a revision process by the project partners and by implementing the comments received after the Conference in Antalya. The Deliverables have already been sent to the Commission as hard copies in the two volumes grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables (Attachment I). They are also available for downloading from the ICBSS’ website. 
WP4: The Black Sea Innovation Center

The objective of this WP was to provide additional input for the possibility of establishing a Black Sea Innovation Center (BSIC).  

During the first year of the project, acquisition of information on the existing structures dealing with Innovation in the BSEC countries, through the work performed under WP1 and WP2 (Task 4.2) took place. More precisely, during the Field Trips the issue of innovation was specifically addressed (interviews, visits to existing structures such as incubators, etc.) as well as, during the desk investigations and analyses.

The next steps, implemented during the second year of the project, included the preparation of a specific questionnaire (attached to the second year’s report) addressed to the project’s Contact Persons. The possibility to make use of the network of Contact Persons as a pilot structure for the BSIC (Task 4.3) was also envisaged in this context but as explained later here, the final conclusions promoted alternative approaches. 

In parallel, the project partners analysed the findings of the feasibility study for the BSIC that was ordered by the ICBSS (Task 4.1). This study, even if it was not finally completed, provided some additional information on the prerequisites for the establishment of the BSIC. 

In addition, the available information was complemented by an overview of the most recent activities and discussions at the level of the ICBSS’ Board of Directors concerning the BSIC (e.g. the envisaged possibility for cooperation with the Patra’s Port Authority on this issue). 

The analysis of all the aforementioned data and sources of information showed that the cost/benefit ratio for the creation of a BSIC was not favourable due in particular to its high cost but also to its uncertain added value. As a consequence, the project’s recommendations (Task 4.5) on the one hand highlighted the necessity to take initiatives at the BSEC level to promote Innovation but, on the other hand, they proposed alternative ways of intervention instead of the establishment of a BSIC. These interventions include in particular the creation of Innovation related structures for the BSEC countries that do not possess such structures, and the improvement of such structures in the other BSEC countries, namely through the enhancement of their cooperation activities among themselves but also with EU structures (Task 4.4), the improvement of their institutional environment, etc. 

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work under WP4 is completed. The Deliverables D4.1- Report on correlation of the feasibility study with the results of the ‘mapping’ and ‘evaluation’ of the research and innovation potential of the BSEC countries, and D4.2- Report with recommendations for the successful establishment of the BSIC, which include the aforementioned conclusions have been prepared and consolidated through a revision process by the project partners and by implementing the comments received after the Conference in Antalya. The Deliverables have already been sent to the Commission as hard copies in the two volumes grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables (Attachment I). They are also available for downloading from the ICBSS’ web site. 
WP5: Coordination of RTD Policies

The objective of this WP was to make the synthesis of the conclusions of all the previous work in order to formulate recommendations for the coordination of the RTD policies in view of an enhanced cooperation among the countries of the region and with the EU.

This part of the work started at the end of 2005 – beginning of 2006 and was concluded with a specific report that was presented at the Conference in Antalya. 

During this period, the partners involved in this WP (ICBSS and JR) went through all the Deliverables of the project in order to identify the most important conclusions and to make a synthesis of them (Task 5.1).  

The suggestions that have been included in the report (Task 5.2) address issues such as the most promising domains for joint RTD activities; the necessity to undertake horizontal activities such as the improvement of the Human Potential and of the Research Infrastructure; the role the Bilateral cooperation programmes could play; the importance of BSEC in the dialogue with EU in the context of FP7, etc. 

The aforementioned suggestions have been presented and extensively discussed with policy makers in the region at the occasion of various meetings (S&T Task Force meeting, BSEC Working Group on Cooperation in S&T meeting, Meeting of the Board of Directors of the ICBSS, etc.). (Task 5.3).  Last but not least, these suggestions constituted the main item for the discussions at the Conference in Antalya that brought together representatives of the Ministries and of the National Academies of Sciences, i.e. the main policy making institutions in the BSEC Member States. 

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work under WP5 is completed. The Deliverable D5.1 Report providing conclusions for RTD policies in the BSEC region, which includes the aforementioned conclusions and constitutes also the Executive Summary of the entire project, has been prepared and consolidated through a revision process by the project partners and by implementing the comments received after the Conference in Antalya. The Deliverable has already been sent to the Commission as hard copy in the two volumes grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables (Attachment I). It is also available for downloading from the ICBSS’ website. 
In addition, the ICBSS is in the process of publishing a book entitled “Research Potential of the Black Sea countries: Recommendations for RTD policies”, which improves and enhances the information included in the aforementioned deliverable, providing a comprehensive overview of the S&T policy in the Black Sea region, on its perspectives and its possible ways for advancement. Please see as Attachment II the cover page of the forthcoming publication. 
WP6: Investigation of sources of funding

The objective was to provide an overview of the existing schemes that could be used to support the cooperation in RTD.

The work involved the identification of these schemes (Task 6.1) and the description of their profile, type of activities, geographical coverage, etc.

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work in this WP was completed during the first year of the project. The Deliverable D6.1 Report including the list of institutions and schemes for the financial support of the cooperation of BSEC countries in RTD has already been sent to the Commission as hard copy in the two volumes grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables (Attachment I). It is also available for downloading from the ICBSS’ website.
WP7: Dissemination activities

Organisation of the Second Conference of the Representatives of the National Academies of Sciences of the BSEC countries (Task 7.1)

The major activity under this WP was the organization of this Conference. TUBA (partner 3) was in charge of the organization of the Conference that took place as scheduled in Antalya, Turkey, on 6-7 April 2006. A report from this Conference is attached (Attachment III). 

As it was already anticipated in the first annual report, the delays that occurred in the implementation of some activities of the project during the first year were recovered during the second year and, as a consequence, there was no reason to postpone the Conference. 

The Conference had a dual character: it was the Second Conference of the National Academies of Sciences (NAS) and, at the same time, it was the major dissemination event for the project, where all the methodology, the results and the reports were presented. 

In order to enhance the impact of the Conference and of the output of the project, representatives of the Ministries responsible for Research of the BSEC countries were invited in addition to the representatives of the NAS (some of which were represented by their Presidents). Therefore, the two major policy-making bodies of the BSEC Member States attended the presentation of the project’s results and they took part in the discussions. A representative of the European Commission was also present at the Conference and took the opportunity to inform the audience about the new (7th) Framework Programme but also about the, open at that time, ‘topping-up call’, which was also addressed to the BSEC countries. 

The Conference was organised half a year after a major political event in the S&T cooperation in the BSEC region, i.e. the adoption of the ‘BSEC Action Plan on cooperation in S&T’ at Ministerial level. It was therefore, an occasion to recall this event, to present the main lines of the Action Plan and to highlight the potential synergies between this political text and the recommendation for activities proposed through the ResPot project. 

The Conference was a success in terms of organisation, number and level of participants, and in particular, discussions and perspectives for further actions. Concrete ground for actions was provided in order to transform the will for cooperation (among the NAS and among the countries) into specific activities.

Creation of a bi-lingual Web site (Task 7.2)

The web site (www.icbss.org/ResPot) was created during the first year of the project and already included an overview of the project as well as, descriptions of the main partners and links to their respective web sites. In addition, the ‘news’ section included an overview of several events at which the project has been presented.  
During the second year the web site was continuously updated. In particular, the Deliverables of the project were uploaded as soon as they were prepared by the respective partners and revised by the project team. This was particularly important in view of the Conference, where all the participants were invited explicitly to consult the documents prior to their arrival. 

After the Conference, all the Deliverables were reviewed and revised versions have been uploaded in order to incorporate the comments that have been received during and a month after the Conference. In addition, a particular section in the website has been dedicated to the Conference itself. 

Furthermore, since the project has been extended to include an additional work package (WP9) dedicated to the organisation of three Thematic Workshops, the website has been modified accordingly to provide information about these workshops including in particular the conclusions of each one of them.
Presentation of the project’s progress and results (Task 7.3)

This activity started during the first year of the project and continued until its end. The ICBSS presented the project, its progress and its achievements at various occasions (BSEC meetings, Conferences, etc.). A non-exhaustive list of these presentations is attached (Attachment IV). At these occasions, a leaflet, which was printed in-house, was broadly distributed. 
In addition, as already mentioned under WP5, the ICBSS is in the process of publishing a book entitled “Research Potential of the Black Sea countries: Recommendations for RTD policies”, (Attachment II) providing a comprehensive overview of the S&T policy in the Black Sea region, on its perspectives and its possible ways for advancement. A CD-ROM attached to this book will include all the deliverables of the project. 

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work in this WP has been completed. This includes as a Deliverable, the organization of the Conference for the presentation of results and the definition of policy (D7.1), and the creation and maintenance of a bilingual website presenting the progress of the work and the produced reports (including the presentation of the additional activities of the project, i.e. the three Thematic Workshops) (D7.2).

WP8: Management

This was an ongoing process involving several specific Tasks (8.1 to 8.8) that are described in more detail in the Management Report. 

As it was already mentioned in the first year’s report, the mid-term meeting was not organised jointly with a Council of Presidents of the NAS meeting since the WP dealing with the NAS was relatively delayed at that time. The meeting was finally held in Athens, on 11 November 2005 (i.e. during the second year of the project), involving representatives from all the NAS of the BSEC Member States.  

Finally, as mentioned earlier in this report, an amendment to the contract was submitted and accepted by the Commission services to extend the contract and to include additional activities, i.e. the organisation of three Thematic Workshops that would be dedicated to the identification of topics of mutual BSEC – EU interest that could be considered in FP7.  Therefore, the management activities continued until the end of the extension at the end of December 2006.  

Current situation - Deliverables

The work in this WP that was foreseen in the initial contract as well as in its amendment has been completed. A Management report is sent separately.
WP9: Organisation of three Thematic Workshops

The aim of this WP was to organise a series of three Thematic Workshops aiming at the identification of research topics of mutual BSEC – EU interest that could be considered as Specific International Cooperation Activities (SICA) for the Black Sea region in forthcoming FP7 calls for proposals. 

Among these Workshops:

· One was dedicated to ‘Environment’ and was organised in Greece by ICBSS;

· One was dedicated to ‘Food, agriculture, and biotechnology’ and was co-organized and co-funded by ICBSS and TUBA, in Greece; and,
· One was dedicated to ‘Energy’ and was co-organized by TUBA, in Turkey.
Two of the aforementioned thematic priorities were chosen since they represent scientific fields identified in the BS-ResPot project as high priorities for BSEC (‘Environment’ and ‘Energy’), while the third one (‘Food, agriculture, and biotechnology’) was chosen since the consultation with the relevant Commission’s Directorate showed the particular interest for activities dedicated to the Black Sea region. 
The preparation and implementation of every workshop involved several Tasks:
Identification of suitable participants for the Workshops (Task 9.1)

This was a key task for the success of the Workshops. The identification was based on a typical profile for the experts, agreed with the relevant Commission’s Directorates.  This typical profile was attached to the formal request sent by the ICBSS to the members of the BSEC Working Group on S&T, to the Members of the Board of Directors of the ICBSS representing the different countries and to other appropriate institutions (e.g. Ministries, National Academies of Sciences, National Contact Points, etc.), asking them to propose candidates. Participants from EU Member States and Associated Candidate countries identified mainly by the European Commission, complemented the panels.  

The final selection of the experts was done on the basis of the CVs received and in agreement with the relevant Thematic Priority/Directorate of the European Commission.

Distribution of the background documents for every Workshop and collection and dissemination of the input papers.  (Task 9.2) 

The documents were defined in cooperation with the relevant Thematic Priority/Directorates and were sent to the participants well before the meeting. They consisted mainly of extracts from the Specific Programme ‘Cooperation’ of FP7, addressing the corresponding Theme, as well as the main introductory part of the same Specific Programme.  In addition, a brief indication of what would be expected as output from the meeting was distributed. The Workprogrammes were not formally distributed since they were available in a preliminary/informal form, but were presented during the sessions to show how a research topic could be described in such a document.

Input papers were not requested by the participants considering an open and thorough discussion yielding to a consensus, as a more suitable approach.
Logistics for the Workshops (Task 9.3)
This task included the handling of the invitations, travel and accommodation for the participants, provision of suitable meeting room, secretarial support, meals, etc. Every Thematic Workshop lasted two full days and involved approx. 25 experts.
Finalisation of the output document of every Workshop (Task 9.4)

During every workshop, a document including the conclusions, i.e. the proposals for research topics, was drafted following thorough discussions and collective work. In addition, the experts were invited to review the document after the meeting and to submit any remarks they could have. The ICBSS collected all the received comments and produced the consolidated (final) document for every workshop.  

In addition, the ICBSS edited the conclusions of the three Thematic Workshops in the form of a booklet entitled “Scientific and Technological Cooperation in the Black Sea Region: Policy Issues and Research Topics”, which also includes the conclusions of a workshop dedicated to ‘Policy setting in S&T’ for the BSEC countries. 
It is important to note that the series of the three Thematic Workshops was a pioneering pilot exercise for an approach that will be widely used for the identification of Specific International Cooperation Activities (SICA) in the different Thematic Priorities of FP7.  The proposed approach was organised under the INCO (‘Capacities’) Specific Programme but in close collaboration with the relevant Thematic Priorities that are the beneficiaries of the workshops’ conclusions. 

Current situation - Deliverables

All the work in this WP has been completed. This includes as a Deliverable, the Participants lists, input papers and output document for every Thematic Workshop (Attachment V) and the booklet ‘Scientific and Technological Cooperation in the Black Sea Region: Policy Issues and Research Topics’ (Attachment VI - not foreseen in the contract). 
Conclusion
As described in detail in the present final scientific report, all the initially foreseen Work Packages and Tasks have been completed by the end of the second year of the project and the initial delays have been recovered. 

Moreover, the additional activities foreseen in the amendment of the contract (WP9) have also been implemented successfully contributing to an enhanced BSEC – EU cooperation in FP7.  
List of Attachments 
Attachment I: 
Two volumes (approx. 600 pages) grouping all the BS-ResPot deliverables from the first phase of the project (Del 1 to Del 6). These volumes have already been sent to the European Commission with the Activities Report for the 2nd period.  
Attachment II:
Cover page of the forthcoming publication by the ICBSS ‘Research Potential of the Black Sea Countries: Recommendations for RTD policies’. 
Attachment III: 
Report from the Second Conference of the Representatives of the National Academies of Sciences of the BSEC countries 

(Antalya, 6-7 April 2006).

Attachment IV:
List of presentations of the BS-ResPot project (non-exhaustive).

Attachment V: 
Reports of the three Thematic Workshops.
Attachment VI:
Publication ‘Scientific and Technological Cooperation in the Black Sea Region: Policy Issues and Research Topics’






























� The Black Sea Economic Cooperation  - BSEC: www.bsec-organization.org


� Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine.  


� At the time of the implementation of this task Serbia and Montenegro constituted a single country.
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