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Publishable Final Activity Report

1. Project execution

Starting with ' of April 2006 a new initiative co-financed by th&uropean Commission through th& 6
Framework Programme (FP6) for RTD/"Global changd aoosystems” sub-priority was running having e
main objectives to

1. encourage and facilitatethe participation of potential participants (resbaorganisations and SMES) fron
the Associated Candidate Countries (ACC) and Newnbeg States (NMS) in the activities of the Priorit
1.1.6.3 — Global Change and Ecosystems, focusegtientific activities related to Danube river baamd
Black Sea Coast within EU"GP

and

2. advertise FP6 in participating ACC and NMS in order to ratke awareness regarding the opportunitie
offered by the EU Research Programme and supperbdiding of consortia with participants from the
above mentioned area.

This initiative was the projectritegration of Associated Candidate Countries and 8w EU Member States
in European Research Area by ENVironmental approacks (ERA ENV)

ERA ENV was addressing to the following strategiclgectives

* to raise the quantity and quality of research projects from participants from Asated Candidate
Countries as partners or co-ordinators in all typésinstruments, especially the new instrumen
Integrated Projects and Networks of Excellence, Tieematic Priority 6.3 "Global Change anc
Ecosystems” of FP6.

* to contribute to the implementation of the “Global change and Ecosystems” work programmdoy
ensuring an increased number of successful patitspfrom ACC and NMS and fostering the cc
operation between research communities from merstag¢es, associated and candidate countries, tl
contributing to the creation of a real Europeandaesh Area.

The aim of ERA ENV was to enhance the participatbresearch organisations and SMEs from ACC andNN\

in FP6 and Global Changes and Ecosystems subigridhie proposed activities

« actively promoted the research competencies onr@mwient in ACC and NMS (at least 200 researc
organisations from ACC and NMS will be promoted);

« trained research and SMEs representative on isselagsd to FP6 and “Global Changes and Ecosystgiik”
training sessions organized and up to 240 researttaéned);
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- allowed to promote FP6/Global Changes and Ecosystemesearch community and SMEs (2,750 brochur:
5,000 leaflets, 2,750 CDs, one web page, monthiyei#éssletters, one European Conference);

- allowed to support researchers/SMEs in proposalsoeation and submission (up to 20 proposals WITICA
and NMS partners);

- allowed to establish partnerships between orgaonizafrom Member States (MS) and ACC and NMS (or
international thematic networking will be organixed

The project’s current relation to state-of-the-art

The overall concept of the ERA-ENV consortium wassét up an efficient and complex services foraede
community and SMEs acting in environment sectomrier to support researchers and SMEs participatio
proposals, particularly the new instruments, raiéva the Global Changes and Ecosystems, but gt ®he
methodology proposed in order to reach the objestincluded capacity building & training measures f
researchers and SMESs, associations, researchedif@ators (both individual and organisations), amnd-active
consortium building, match making and impact assess of research community and SMEs participatiotne
new instruments. The existing network of NCPs wagipg a central role as “gateway” to the respecthational
research communities.

The emphases of this project lies in the integnattd the Associated Candidate Countries (Romania,
Bulgaria) and Turkey (Turkey is since a short time also fully assodlate the ' Framework Programme),
which will enter the European Union in a later pdriln these countriesformation, awareness, assistance
and training activities are still having an essential importance for iasieg the participation of researchers ar
SMEs in the 8 FP, TP 6.3.

When ERA ENV has been written different actions apdcific activities were foreseen in order to tweaal
links betweeninfo part (especially NCP network but also other organisegtidealing and supporting researc
community to participate at EU funded programmes) target group (RTD actors, at European level) by
creating a network to support and mobilize the asgde community around arieuropean Research Area in
ENVIRONMENT sector.

Such activities as information and awareness caynpaielaboration of promotion materials, trainingtenials
and sessions, assistance and support, match-maki@gnational thematic networking, European Cagriiee, etc
will support research community to better partitgpaithin last calls of FP6. Also we proposed ashodology
the possibility to use the existing networks actate European level but also relevant organisatiand
associations.

ERA ENV was also aiming to develop a strategy ideorto implement &pecific Support Action that will
actively contribute to the achievement of the wprkgramme for Sub-Priority 1.1.6.3 — Global Chaiagel
Ecosystems, the preparation of future activitieghwa view to enabling the Community to achieve RiED
strategic objectives.

In the same time, the new created network stimdja@éacouraged and facilitated the participatiordifferent
organisations from ACC in the activities of tH& Bhematic Priority Area.

ERA ENV created a European network with experiencerganisations for environment actors

ERA-ENV mobilised the skills and competencies of (Eleven) experienced organisations from 7 (seve
European Countries, of which 2 are MS (Austria @amntany), 2 are NMS (Hungary and Slovakia), 2 areCAC
(Romania, Bulgaria) and also Turkey.
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The project activities started witawareness campaignn each country in order to present the projest, |
activities and objectives. For that specific actidras been organized, such as emails, letterss faxdients of
contractorgaround 20,000 mailings and messaggsrticles to newspapers, publications, news agsrimore
than 100 articles and press announcementarticles published in specialized magazineworg than 25
articles), presentation at other events (more th@mparticipations at other events.

A database with more th&15 validated profilesexists now after first 18 months and a systenrdgistration
and match making has been designed and is workoypedy.

During the second phase of the projétttraining sessionshave been organized in NMS and ACC ated
researchersand SMEs representatives have been trained regesgecific rules to participate in the calls o6FP
or received advices related with a good impleméentadf running FP6 projects. These training sessioave
been organized in 2 rounds: first round with leetarfrom MS and the second round with trained @speom
NMS and ACC. The experts from MS (FFG and IFAK caators) prepared the training materials in thiy we
ERA ENV ensured a real transfer of know-how fronpexenced people from MS to their less experienc
colleagues from NMS and ACC.

As a result of these training sessions and matdkingathe ERA ENV clients created consortia attl new
project proposalshave been submitted within th& dall on Global Changes and Ecosystems sub-pri(8ityof
November 2005) but also within Policy Oriented Resk (Scientific Support to Policies — SSP2% March
2006) and INCO calls (Bof March 2006) (all of these related to environtissues).

Connected with match making process and suppceteaffto ERA ENV target group the consortium orgatiz
in May 2006 in Bucharest — Romaniareematic Networking, as an international event. The event provide
official information about the new theme “Environntieof the 7' FP (delivered by the EC Project Officer Javie
Francisco Peinado Lebrero), but also promoted lpofof organisations from participating countriesl dheir
project ideas connected to FP7/Environment thentlethA partners participated and they supportedriamally
people from their countries to participate (usirQPEENV budget). Within 2 sessions each countrysentéed 2
profiles of organisations (10 per total) and 2 ecbjideas (10 per total); within the second parthefeventl56
face-to-face meetingsvere organized between the proposers of ideagpargbns presenting interest on the
project idea. Most tha®2 persons participatedat event. Some indicators of the evéfi: profiles sent to
coordinator,123 proposal idea received by coordinata274 expressions of interesteceived. At this event the
participants were supported financially by ERA Eblibhtractors.

Also within the implementation period important et have been made by each partnedioact partner
search and match makingbetween researchers with the specific intentiom¢oease the number of NMS anc
ACC partners from academia & industry/SMEs in pigle submitted to FP6 (more th880 organisations
received assistanceelated to FP6 general issues). During the wha@pt duration the match making activitie:
consisted on screening, identifying and profilimgearchers from ACC and NMS to join consortia (nbemn
15,000 organisationshave been screened), preparatiorcathlogues of profiles(comprising more thas00
profiles) existing in electronic and on-paper format; preggon of ERA ENV clients (researchers and SMiS)
relevant national or international events in ortlemcrease the visibility of their activities asdccesses (more
than 50 eventsin MS, NMS and ACC), individual partner search,tchamaking and assistance in consortiut
building and project proposals elaboration (moen®00 organisations received assistance, 215 organisas
and researchers were assisted for proposal elaborah out of which60 organisations were assisted in
preparing proposal, 48 proposals have been submitlg promotion by presenting success stories of neatct
partners or submitted proposéds8 success storiesre promoted on ERA ENV website).
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Special attention was allowed to elaboration ofittiermation and promotion materials. The contrextssed the
following methodology: experts from Austria and @any having experience in creating such materic
developed the structure in English and all NMS AQLC contractors translated the same material iatonal
languages. In this way we assured an unique ard duglity level material. Information materialedflet —
7,775, brochure — 6,000, CD — 3,050, catalogues@9/posters, banners, flyefshave been designed, printec
and distributed to target groups informing themuwdlibe possibilities offered by FP6. Also individaavice and
information to all interested researchers and Skpsesentatives was given.

As a final activity the consortium organized anemftional event (ERA ENV European Conference) f
promotion of project results titled “GEO welcomeB7F. The event was organized or"i&f September 2006, in
Constanta/Romania. The ERA ENV European Confersragenda was divided in two sessions:

1. Session | — GEO a European approach.

2. Session Il — Opportunities offered by FP7.
There werel09 participants who attended the Conference. The participants \frera 8 countries (Austria,
Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, €wrkand Israel) and officials from the Europea
Commission and United Nations Office in Viena. &t ERA ENV contractors participated. At this evéra
participants were supported financially by ERA Eblibhtractors.

ERA ENV project — communication/website

ERA ENV presented itself to the public in May - 8uB005, providing a highly informative and inviting
homepage (periodically up-dated). This helped tRAEENV partners to have a dedicated section onty f
management issues (as a private section) but afgmosged and assisted the target group to be altithe up-
dated regarding FP6/Global changes and ecosystemprority and SSP & INCO hot news. Importan
information regarding the project activities theimee, FP6 issues, useful links and contacts, eyemws,
success stories, related initiatives can be foundnaw.eraenv.comEach partner has translated in his nation
language the ERA ENV project description, and gaafe has been linked behind its national flag in@géhe
header of the portal. An electronic newsletterublighed monthly and is sent automatically to thtadase.

25 announcements and press articleBave been published, press articles published on CORDIS WIRE
("Thematic networking within the project ERA ENVERA ENV - training session in Romania”, “ERA ENV -
Success indicators and further actions on Envireninsector”, in January and March 2006, “Europec
Conference for promoting ERA ENV results” in Jul§GB), one News published on CORDIS NEW$‘ERA
ENV project exceeds expectations at halfway stalgiuary 2006) which is crucial for the visibility the
projects services, progress and results.

The project coordinator participated also ifipaone interview” with EC experts/CORDIS News servce
(during the interview the project activities, olijees and results were presented).

A special section was introduced on the web pagecess storiesSuccess stories represent submitted propos
by organizations successfully involved in consostipported by ERA ENV partners. Due to activitiesfgrmed
within the project such as promoting expertisaning sessions, match-making process, individusiséence the
organizations found suitable partners and elabddaitgh-quality proposals.

In this way, through the activities already develdpvithin ERA ENV the objectives mentioned aboveeve
reached and the project expected results weraenaith the Technical Annex.
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Further and more detailed information could be found into the periodic reports submitted to EC.

List of contractors in ERA ENV

Role Participant name Participant Country
short name

Coordinator SC FIMAN Development Services SA FIMAIS Romania

Partner 2 Osterreichische Forschungsférderungdgeisaft FFG Austria
mbH (Austrian Research Promotion Agency)

Partner 3 Institut fuer Automation und Kommunikation e.MFAK Germany
Magdeburg

Partner 4 C LA i - : : - :
Technicka univerzita vo Zvolene (Technical UnivrsiTUZVO Slovakia
in Zvolen)

Partner 5 National Office of Research and Development - NKTH Hungary

Partner 6 Bulgarian Academy of Sciences / Central LaboratdryCLGE Bulgaria
General Ecology

Partner 7 L : .
The Scientific and Technological Research Countcil BUBITAK Turkey
Turkey

Partner 8 Applied Research and Communications Fund ARC FundBulgaria

Partner 9 Ministerul Educatiei si Cercetarii/Autoritatea Natala MEdC Romania
pentru Cercetare Stiintifica
(Ministry of Education and Research/National
Authority for Scientific Research)

Partner 10 Istanbul Technical University -EU Center ITU EQurkey

Center
Partner 11 Budapest University of Technology and EconomicsBUTE Hungary

National Technical Information Centre and Library

For further information please visit www.eraenv.com

SC FIMAN DEVELOPMENT SERVICES SA
87 — Vasile Lascar Street®District, 020493 — Bucharest, Romania

MADALIN IONITA
madalin.ionita@fimands.ro
tel: 00 4 021 211 1945
fax: 00 4 021 211 1937
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2. Dissemination and use

Publishable Results

From the first reporting period, the following dedrables are available to be published:

Brochure (available on ERA ENV website in English but also trandated into Romanian, Turkish,
Hungarian, Sovak, Bulgarian)

Leaflet (available on ERA ENV website in English but also trandated into Romanian, Turkish,
Hungarian, Sovak, Bulgarian)

CD (available on ERA ENV website in English but also translated into Romanian, Turkish, Hungarian,
Sovak, Bulgarian)

Press articlesséveral issues were already published in each participating country)

E-Newsletterfirst 12 issues are already available on ERA ENV website in English)

Training materialsgvailable on ERA ENV website in English but also could be published as translated
material into participating country languages)

List of participants at training sessiaawailable on ERA ENV website)

Press articles for EGyailable on EC CORDISwire website)

“Partner search” Cataloguéistributed by MS contractors at 9 international events, by ACC and NMS
contractors at other national events; it will be also distributed at thematic networking in Romania)

From the last reporting period, the following deligbles are available to be published:

Catalogue created for Thematic Networkiagaflable on ERA ENV website in English)

Leaflet created for Thematic Networki@vailable on ERA ENV website in English)

Brochure created for European Conferefas@ilable on ERA ENV website in English)

Catalogue created for European Confereagailable on ERA ENV website in English)

Leaflet created for European Conferef@aesilable on ERA ENV website in English)

Press articlesséveral issues were already published in each participating country)

E-Newslettel(last 6 issues are available on ERA ENV website in English)

List of participants at Thematic Networking and &uean Conferend@vailable on ERA ENV website)
Press article for ECayailable on EC CORDISwire website)
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