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Executive summary
The project EuroNanoForum 2003 (ENF 2003) co-financed by EC under the contract No. NMP-CT-2003-511147, has as main output the organization of the European and international Forum on nanotechnology, EuroNanoForum 2003 (ENF 2003) held in Trieste from 9th to 12th December 2003. The Forum was promoted by the European Commission DG Research, Industrial Technologies Directorate, in partnership with the National Science Foundation (USA) and the Japanese governmental organization NEDO–New Energy and Industrial Technology Development. The Project Coordinator, Sviluppo Italia Friuli Venezia Giulia (SIFVG), was in charge of the local organization of the Forum and its related promotional, dissemination and follow up activities. SIFVG actively involved local, regional and national community and enjoyed the support of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region, Sviluppo Italia SpA, Friulia SpA (regional investment company), CEI-Central European Initiative, Municipality of Trieste and the Chamber of Commerce of Trieste.

ENF 2003 was an official event of the Italian presidency of the Council of the European Union (www.ueitalia2003.it).

ENF 2003 gathered the participation of about 1.250 delegates, coming from 47 countries, 22 exhibitors, 21 corporations, 210 SME, 25 international networks, 50 journalists and more then 70 national specialized agencies.

Objectives of the Forum 
The scientific focus of the EuroNanoForum 2003 has been coordinated by EC Project Officer and it was aimed at examining the present situation in the development of nanosciences and nanotechnologies in Europe within the context of the international state of the art and in line with the objectives of the European Research Area, the forthcoming enlargement of the European Union, the international dimension and the integrating character of the 6th Framework Programme (FP6).

ENF 2003  aimed at actively contributing to the implementation of activities of the 6th Framework Programme, and namely to the priority theme of Nanotechnology, through the analysis and dissemination of results and the preparation of future activities to be undertaken within the European Union and in co-operation with Associate Candidate Countries as well as with “global” counterparts, including government agencies, research institutions and companies in the Unites States, Japan, Russia, with a view to enabling the Community to achieve its RTD strategic objectives.

More specifically, ENF 2003 has contributed to RTD objectives in the following ways:

· realizing and debating the bottlenecks related to Nanotechnology and discuss the possible initiatives;

· promoting and facilitating the dissemination, transfer, exploitation, assessment and/or broad take-up of past and present programme results;

· contributing to strategic objectives, notably regarding the European research area, namely through improved networking;

· creating opportunities for co-operation both at the research and enterprise levels, both at the institutional level, thus identifying themes and issues for future community RTD activities;

· contributing to public awareness about the importance and impact of Nanotechnologies

The scientific programme of ENF 2003 has been specifically designed to stimulate, encourage and facilitate the participation of researchers, experts as well as SMEs, small research teams, organisations involved in the priority thematic areas, in networks of excellence and integrated projects and also from newly developed and remote research centres based in new Member States (hereinafter called ACCs-Associated Candidate Countries). The Forum in fact took place on the verge of the date of the European Union’s enlargement and involvement of delegates from these countries was fostered by the strategical geographical position of Trieste, as traditional “gateway” to the East and ACCs.

Furthermore, the Forum has helped to accelerate cross-border regional development strategies that have been developed through the technical assistance provided under the EC PHARE Programme for the Slovenia-Italy cross border region, and which aimed to accelerate the move away from traditional sector-oriented industries towards an advanced form of knowledge-based economy. Nanotechnology has the potential to become one of such Key Drivers because of its transversal impact and enabling characteristics. 

Within the above strategy, the Forum has been structured to address the main bottlenecks or barriers to the expansion and reinforcement of nanosciences in general, and to the subsequent formulation, development, application and use of nanotechnology-based products and services.
Impact on the Territory
The impact of the ENF 2003  Project  on Trieste, site of the Forum, and the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region as well as Italy has been very important. The Forum took place during the semester of the Italian Presidency of the Council of European Union and it was recognized as Official event.

The high concentration of researchers and innovation stakeholders in Trieste and the Region has been synergic for the success of the Forum. Trieste can boost the presence of important international and scientific facilities and because this border city embodies the development opportunities offered by the knowledge based society as the frontiers of Research are brought down across the old frontiers of Europe, on the verge of the Union’s enlargement towards new Member States.

Furthermore, Trieste, due to history and the presence of large local communities is a traditional gateway towards West Balkan Countries and the new member states, from Eastern Europe, of the EU. All of these Countries are members of the CEI – Central European Initiative which played a relevant role in promoting and organising this high level event. 

ENF 2003 therefore also contributed to the objectives of the science and technology co-operation with these countries, which are - on the one hand - to stabilise and to reinforce their research potential and - on the other hand - to contribute to sustainable development and thus to help settle the political and social situation of the Western Balkan region.

Dissemination and follow up actions 
ENF 2003 has contributed to raise the awareness about Nanotechnology and the FP6 and to launch network of contacts and relationships that could bring to new nanotechnology-related projects.  At the regional and national levels, projects that could be pursued include the following:
· Strengthening and aligning the regional innovation system (research, university and higher education, SMEs, investors) around Nanotechnology opportunities. This includes, as a first objective, a PhD course in Nanotechnology, which was established in November 2003 at the Faculty of Physics of the University of Trieste;

· Setting up public-private investment funds, aimed to support high-tech ventures, including Nanotechnology. An agreement to earmark EUR 15 Mio to such a Fund is being negotiated between Sviluppo Italia and Friulia (regional financial authority);

· Inclusion of ENF 2003 and of its results within the international FDI attraction activities of Sviluppo Italia;

· Strengthening the large scale instrumentation facilities and laboratories of Trieste in order to keep the at the leading edge of state-of-the-art (Sincrotrone Elettra; TASC / NNL – National Nanotechnology Laboratory; ICGEB – International Center for Genetics Engineering and Biotechnology; ICTP – International Center for Theoretical Physics);

· Launch of a “Programme Agreement” – i.e. a contract between the Ministry of University and Research and regional stakeholders – aiming at developing a cluster of advanced facilities and entrepreneurial and business services as well as at attracting FDI – Foreign Direct Investment in high-tech research and business sectors, with the support of Sviluppo Italia
;

· Demonstrating the feasibility of Nanotechnology and Research as a key theme for the Universal EXPO, which stands a high chance of taking place in Trieste in 2008; 

· selection of the FEL project (Free Electron Laser) of Trieste in the list of the “Quick Start Project” of DG Research (the total value of the investment is about 600 Million Euros and the involvement of the EBI has been granted);

· start up of technological project which can gather at regional and international level researchers and institutions working in R&D and training with enterprises and investors; eg. Sviluppo Italia Friuli Venezia Giulia in collaboration with Area Science Park are collaborating in cross border projects in particular in the pharmaceutical sector in Slovenia (Lek, Krka, Novartis);

· Selection of Friuli Venezia Giulia Region in the project of European and international “Network of excellens”;
· Strengthening of the competences in the field of nanotechnology in the area among Friuli Venezia Giulia region, Austria (cluster of semiconductors of Villach) and Slovenia (University of Lubiana and pharmaceutical companies); 

· Establishing a “High-tech Corridor” promoting scientific and entrepreneurial co-operation and supporting services (technology transfer, business incubators, investment funds etc.) extending between the EU and ACC. The “Hi-Tech Corridor” concept is already an integral component of the regional development strategy of the cross-border Slovenia/Italy region which has been adopted within the NDP – National Development Plan of Slovenia in view of financing under the structural funds.
Building  a “High-Tech Corridor” towards New EU Member Countries

With the enlargement of the European Union in year 2004, many barriers will fall and the cooperation between economies and research centres will be improved. This will create  the establishment of a “critical mass” of competencies which is the crucial factor for innovation.

EuroNanoForum 2003 wants  to contribute to the establishment of a “Hi-Tech Corridor” which will run through central and eastern Europe, with extensions towards the regions facing the Adriatic Sea.

The “corridor” - consisting in research laboratories and centres of excellence, enterprises, training and service centres, infrastructures, venture capital and  public fundings -  will increase the value of scientific investments as well as   reinforcing the international role of  important facilities (in first place, Sincrotrone  Elettra) and the positioning between the global players in the sector.

The result will be  the transformation of the interregional border area into a  driving force  of the “Knowledge Economy”, with a deep impact also on traditional sectors.
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� The Italian Financial Law 2002 charges Sviluppo Italia with the mission to foster the attraction of foreign direct investment.
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