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ANNEXES 

PUBLISHABLE FINAL ACTIVITY REPORT

SECTION 1 – PROJECT EXECUTION
Summaries of:

1.1 OBJECTIVES
The project objectives, as set out in the Description of Work were in the following three areas:

(i) Cultural Heritage Policy 

The integration of cultural heritage protection into European policies is an ongoing process.  For example, the Clean Air for Europe (CAFÉ) directive, whilst mainly concerned with the effect of air pollution on health, also specifically mentions effects on cultural heritage.  It is important, however, that any process of cultural heritage policy development is underpinned by sound scientific research, as is recognised by the EC 6th Framework Programme Priority 8.1 Policy Orientated Research, Topic 3.6 Protection of Cultural Heritage and associated conservation strategies.  However, there is often poor communication between researchers and the policy end-users of this research: the strategists and decision makers, who are responsible for developing and implementing such policies.  The result is that often, these two groups do not understand each other well. Researchers may carry out high quality research that does not address policy-makers’ needs. Conversely, policy makers may not understand how to express their needs in ways that can be answered by scientific research.

The Sustaining Heritage project sought to address this problem by bringing together researchers and end-users of research to address these issues and to gain a better understanding of each other’s viewpoints.  The project intended to showcase examples of cultural heritage scientific research leading to successful policy development with the aim of promoting best practice.  

(ii) Research Dissemination

There has been a need to disseminate the undoubted high quality and quantity of European scientific research for the protection of cultural heritage to all stakeholders involved with cultural heritage.  The Sustaining Heritage project provided a platform for the dissemination of recent research carried out under the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes, to policymakers, managers, conservators as well as other researchers.  
(iii) Sustainability, Cultural Heritage and Society

The issue of sustainability and how it can be implemented through actions on or with the environment, economy and society is high on the European research agenda.  The Sustaining Heritage project addressed this issue by demonstrating how sustainability principles could be applied in the field of cultural heritage protection, to improve protection and access to cultural heritage and thus maintain a vital link between cultural heritage and the citizen.  

The project explored the concept of sustainability in the developed countries of the European continent and the impact of this emerging concept on the philosophy and practice of cultural heritage protection. This has been found to be best approached by understanding traditional materials, techniques and skills revealed through scientific research.  Science was also demonstrated to provide a rich resource for the development of socio-economic research because of its ability to identify gaps in knowledge and information.

One of the greatest difficulties in the application of sound sustainability principles is ensuring that an equitable balance among social, economic and environmental measures is achieved.   Cultural heritage, by the very nature of its longevity, is an exemplar of sustainability in practice.  Scientific research for the protection of cultural heritage aims to enhance this longevity and by doing so, helps to relieve the pressure on the world’s natural resources.  In other words, by preserving and maintaining one historic building and giving it a sustainable use, the need for another new building is delayed.  This conserves both materials and energy use in their production and transport as well as the skills embodied in its design and construction. 

The project also showed how the principles of cultural heritage sustainability could be extended to wider issues in society, thereby demonstrating the value of what is being done in the cultural heritage field to a wider group of policy- and decision-makers.

1.2 CONTRACTORS INVOLVED
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON (UCL) Centre for Sustainable Heritage
The single contractor in the project was the Centre for Sustainable Heritage at University College London.  This was appropriate for this Specific Support Action project, as the Centre had all the resources necessary to deliver the project.  It was also important to have a simple management structure in order to achieve delivery of the project in the relatively short time to the proposed conference dates of 1-3 September 2004.  The European dimension of the project was ensured by the considerable experience the Centre for Sustainable Heritage has in working at the European level and in the formation of the International Scientific Committee that consisted of 10 experts from the new enlarged Europe.

The UCL Centre for Sustainable Heritage is the result of a partnership among three UCL departments: The Bartlett Faculty of the Built Environment, the Institute of Archaeology and the School of Library, Archive and Information Studies. The Centre seeks to promote an interchange of ideas on heritage issues, whether physical, scientific, technological, environmental, cultural, social, economic or political. It has a proven track record in research, teaching and advice on: 

· Preventive conservation of historic buildings and artifacts

· Impact of `wear and tear’ on heritage materials

· Climate change effects and adaptation
· Pollution effects and mitigation

· Energy efficiency and sustainable use of natural and man-made resources

· Environmental design and performance
· Cost/benefits assessment for sustainable use

· Scientific and technological evidence to define heritage value

· Impact of legislation  and planning

· Performance and adaptation of historic buildings. 

The Centre was the coordinator of the FP5 RTD Project Innovative Modelling of Museum Pollution and Conservation Thresholds (IMPACT, EKV4-CT2000-00031) and is a partner in the ongoing FP5 RTD project Preventive Conservation Strategies for Protection of Organic Objects in Museums, Historic Buildings and Archives (MASTER, EVK4-CT2002-00093) and the FP6 STREP Global Climate Change Impact on Built Heritage and Cultural Landscapes (NOAH’s ARK), which begun in the first half of 2004.  In addition, the Centre has organised two highly successful EC Advanced Study Courses, Science and Technology of the Environment for Sustainable Protection of Cultural Heritage (April 2002) and Cultural Heritage Protection in a Sustainable Society (April 2003).

As such the Centre was well qualified for the project due to its in-depth knowledge of the field of moveable and immoveable cultural heritage and sustainability.  UCL had considerable experience in organising conferences, UCL has the largest European Research Offices in any European university that assisted with the formal procedures of the project, a Corporate Communication and Development Office that supported publicity and media relations and the support of The Provost’s Office which demonstrated the high recognition of this project within the whole of the university.
The main contractor was assisted in project delivery by two sub-contractor organisations:
Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre

The QE II Conference Centre is the most prestigious conference venue in central London.  It is located opposite the Palace of Westminster that houses the two Houses of Parliament.  It offers high level facilities and has the security clearance necessary for hosting the proposed event which involved royalty, government ministers, civic dignitaries and European Commission officials.  It also provides full access for persons with different physical abilities. The cost of these facilities is commensurate with the quality of the services that is offered.  

Hampton Medical Conferences Ltd
Hampton Medical Conferences were appointed to undertake many of the organisational tasks associated with the conference, including delegate registration, hotel bookings, liaison with conference VIPs, administering the submission and processing of conference abstracts and other logistical tasks, including on-site management during the whole event and post-event reporting. Hampton Medical Conferences Ltd had excellent references, considerable experience in running complex events and a good working relationship with the chosen conference venue, the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre.  
SPONSORS

A number of national agencies and other organisations contributed to the conference, either financially or through ‘in-kind’ contributions, such as providing information, services and facilities.

English Heritage sponsored the conference and generously provided the Conference Dinner venue, Eltham Palace free of charge.

The British Museum provided a venue for the Conference Reception at a much reduced rate.

The Mayor of Westminster generously hosted the pre-conference Speaker’s Reception.

English Heritage, the Historic Royal Palaces Agency and the Petrie Museum at University College London all provided access free of charge for the conference study visits,.

The International Council of Museums Committee for Conservation, United Kingdom Institute for Conservation, Museums, Libraries and Archives Council and The National Trust all publicised the conference.
Air Malta, the national airline of one of the new EU member states kindly sponsored the Poster Prize of two return flights to Malta from any European airport from which it flies. 
1.3 WORK PERFORMED
PHASE 1. PRE-CONFERENCE PREPARATION 

WP1. Project Coordination

WP2. Conference Preparation

During this phase all the necessary preliminary work needed for a successful conference was carried out.  A dedicated conference administrator, Sophia Mouzouropoulos was appointed at UCL to carry out the main administrative tasks of the project.  A series of meetings were held with the project sub-contractors Hampton Medical Conferences and the QE II Conference Centre to define their roles in the project and to specify the conference facilities that would be needed.

International Scientific Committee 

The International Scientific Committee for the conference was appointed in May 2004 at the start of the project thereby demonstrating the amount of pre-contract preparation for the conference that took place at UCL’s own risk in order to beat the tight timetable. The Committee consisted of:
Peter Brimblecombe, University of East Anglia, United Kingdom

JoAnn Cassar, University of Malta, Malta

May Cassar, University College London, United Kingdom

Michel Chapuis, European Commission, DG Research

Milos Drdácký, Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic

Albert Dupagne, University of Liege, Belgium

John Fidler, English Heritage, United Kingdom

Monika Fjæstad, National Heritage Board, Sweden

Roman Kozlowski, Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland

Johanna Leissner, European Commission, DG Research

Cristina Sabbioni, ISAC, National Research Council-CNR, Italy

Matija Strlic, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Arno Weinmann, German Federal Foundation for the Environment, Germany

Arno Weinmann participated in the process of selecting abstracts but subsequently resigned from the committee rowing to a change in career.

The first meeting of the International Scientific Committee was held at the Centre for Sustainable Heritage at UCL, London on 11 May 2004.  It agreed the criteria for grading and selection of abstracts and the timetable for abstracts submission and review.  A list of chairpersons, keynote speakers and roundtable participants was drawn up and the work of contacting these persons to secure their participation was distributed among the Committee. The text for the conference brochure was discussed and agreed.
The second meeting of the International Scientific Committee took place at the Centre for Sustainable Heritage at UCL on 14 July 2004.  It agreed the final list of abstracts for the oral presentations or as posters.  The conference programme schedule was agreed and the invited VIPs, chairpersons and keynote speakers confirmed.
Conference Marketing

A conference brochure was designed in collaboration with the European Commission Scientific Officers and the International Scientific Committee.
5000 brochures were printed and distributed to around 4000 people around the world. 
The conference brochure is reproduced at Annex 1 of this report.

A conference website was designed and set up linked to the UCL Centre for Sustainable Heritage website at the address: 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/sustainableheritage/ec-conference/index.html.

This reproduced the information in the conference brochure, which was also available as a pdf downloadable document.  The site provided links to the Conference Electronic Abstract Submission and Registration Service, which was hosted on the Hampton Medical Conferences website.

PHASE 2. CONFERENCE DELIVERY 

WP3. Opening Plenary Session

WP4. Plenary Session on Current Research

WP5. Four Parallel Workshops

WP6. Closing Plenary Session

WP7. Poster Exhibition

WP8. Study Visits

The final Conference Programme is found in Annex 2, while the full details of VIPs, keynote, invited and other presenters and participants in each of the conference sessions are found in Annex 3.

Two hundred and one participants registered for the Conference.  Tables 1 and 2 give detailed statistics on the conference participants:
Table 1.  Countries represented at the conference with number of participants:
	Country
	Number of participants

	Austria
	1

	Australia
	1

	Belgium
	22

	Cyprus
	1

	Czech Republic
	7

	Denmark
	1

	Estonia
	2

	France
	8

	Germany
	11

	Greece
	7

	Hungary
	1

	Ireland
	1

	Italy
	22

	Lebanon
	2

	Malta
	4

	The Netherlands
	5

	Norway
	7

	Poland
	5

	Portugal
	2

	Romania
	1

	Slovakia
	2

	Slovenia
	2

	Spain
	12

	Sweden
	11

	Ukraine
	1

	United Kingdom
	61

	USA
	1

	Total
	201


Table 2. Participants by role in the conference:
	Role
	Number of participants

	Oral presenters (including Chair, Keynote, Roundtable)
	77

	Poster presenters
	67

	Ordinary participants
	77

	Total
	201


Supporting Events
A pre-conference Speakers’ Reception was held on the 31st August 2004, hosted by The Right Worshipful Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Catherine Longworth, in The Lord Mayor’s Parlour at Westminster City Hall.

Two social events were organised to enable participants to network and socialise.  A Conference Reception was held on the 1st September 2004 in the King’s Library at the British Museum attended by 182 participants. A Conference Dinner on 2nd September 2004 was attended by 94 participants at the historic Eltham Palace owned by English Heritage.
On Friday 3rd September 2004 four study visits took place: 
· 22 participants visited Hampton Court Palace
· 19 participants visited the UCL collection at the Petrie Museum
· 10 participants visited London’s Roman Amphitheatre under the Guildhall in the City of London 
· 9 participants visited the urban regeneration scheme in Woolwich, South London.   

PHASE 3. POST-CONFERENCE WORK (WP9)
WP9. Post-conference Publication

After the conference, the main task was the transcription, editing and the publication of the Electronic Conference Proceedings.  As the timescale of the project, from the first announcement to the conference date was less than 6 months with a one-third of that time coinciding with the summer months, it was impractical to request presenters to produce full written papers by the time of the conference.  The approach that was adopted was that the Conference Proceedings should consist of a faithful record of what was presented at the Conference.  Therefore all oral presentations were electronically recorded and subsequently professionally transcribed.  
Copies of all slide presentations were obtained from the speakers and pdf versions of the posters were also provided to the UCL Centre for Sustainable Heritage..

The oral presentations have been designed in a double-column format with the text of the transcripts in the right column and the slides in the left column so that readers can follow the presenter’s spoken words whilst viewing the slides to which the text refers.  

All the papers produced in this way were subject to due editorial process.  Speakers were sent the combined transcripts and slide presentations for their comments and for corrections to any errors in transcription.  
All conference oral and poster presentations, VIP presentations, Rapporteurs’ Summaries and Roundtable Presentations and Discussions have been reproduced as part of the Electronic Conference Proceedings, which are available from the web address:  http://www.ucl.ac.uk/sustainableheritage/conference-proceedings/
Since the Electronic Conference Proceedings went public at the end of May 2005, visits to the Centre for Sustainable Heritage website that can be attributed to the conference rose by 13% in 2 months.

A mirror Conference Proceedings site is intended to be hosted by the European Commission on its website.
1.4 RESULTS
The Conference Objectives were met as follows:
Cultural heritage policy
The conference succeeded in bringing together researchers and policy-makers putting into practice the theme of the conference of sustaining cultural heritage by using research in policy-making.   The participation of keynote cultural heritage speakers from the Council of Europe (Daniel Therond), UNESCO (Christian Manhart) and ICCROM (Bent Eshoj) together with local and national politicians from the UK and Malta (The Lord Mayor of Westminster and the Emeritus President of the Republic of Malta) on the first day, provided the context for presentations of cultural heritage scientific research that had led to successful policy development with the aim of promoting best practice.  
Among the presentations that addressed this area included Enhanced stakeholder involvement in the commissioning of UK government funded research consortia and managing the research process and outputs (Abstract 3B.5); The National Heritage Training Group: a model for stakeholder engagement, research and policy delivery (Abstract 3B.10) and Valuing culture and heritage: recent research and future application (Abstract 3C.2). 
The Roundtable Panel for the discussion of the theme ‘Investing in Knowledge for Sustainability of Cultural Heritage’ consisted of UK and European policy makers from English Heritage, The National Trust and the World Tourism Organisation (Dr Simon Thurley, Fiona Reynolds and Dawid De Villiers), the international editor of Nature (Dr Philip Campbell) and elected members of the European Parliament (Dr Cristina Gutierrez Cortines and Dott. Vittorio Prodi).
Research dissemination
Continuing the valuable tradition of earlier conferences, this project was successful in disseminating high quality European scientific research.  The Sustaining Heritage project provided a platform for the dissemination of 57 workshop presentations including 31 European funded research projects carried out under the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes to a world wide audience from 27 countries including Australia, the United States and Ukraine.  The deliberate intention to offer 16 bursaries to the more disadvantaged participants also helped to disseminate the research more widely than would otherwise have occurred. 
Sustainability, cultural heritage and society

The link between sustainability, cultural heritage and society was demonstrated in the Conference through research that aimed to maintain the vital link between cultural heritage and the citizen improving both protection and access to heritage such as  Archaeological research and the public (Abstract 3B.2).   Equally important in demonstrating this link is the understanding of traditional materials, techniques and skills through scientific research which was discussed in the presentation, Response of historic materials – a key issue in making cultural heritage policy (Abstract 3C.9).  The presentation on Cultural heritage monuments and historic buildings as value generators in a post-industrial economy (Abstract 3C.5) demonstrated that research for cultural heritage provides a rich resource for the development of socio-economic research because of its ability to identify gaps in knowledge and information. 
Description of impact on research sector

The impact of the project on the research sector has been assessed from comments provided by the participants in their individual Conference Feedback Questionnaire.   On the aspects of the conference that were found to be particularly useful or relevant, what follows is a selection of what participants stated: ‘The research perspectives, the possibilities of European co-operation and the demands for new educational activities towards different social levels’ (Greece); ‘Policy aspects and advice’ (Scotland); ‘Methodological contents derived from different experiences/ A general overview of the state-of-the art of European research on the subject’ (Italy); ‘the political aspects’ (Anonymous); ‘The presentation of new projects, especially those related to cultural landscapes. In relation to this (it) is good to see that European research is increasing in this field’ (Spain); ‘Applying the results of research; new and emerging European research’ (Ukraine); ‘I’ve found the panel presentations very useful – from scientific point of view and artistic too’ (Poland) and ‘The mix of procedural information and scientific information was well balanced and very useful’ (Malta). 
European Conference Declaration on Sustaining Cultural Heritage Research
The conference ended decisively with an endorsement by the participants of the aims of the conference in a Declaration on the future of European scientific research for cultural heritage protection.  The Declaration was drafted in advance and presented to the conference participants in the morning of the first day.  The participants were given time to reflect on the Declaration and to provide written comments back to the organisers.  The comments were analysed and the Declaration was modified to take on board the suggestions of the participants.  The Final Declaration which can be found in Annex 4 was presented to the participants and endorsed at the close of the Conference.
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