Publishable final summary activity report

FunctionalFoodNet (FFN) was a pilot project intended to improve dissemination and exploitation of new functional food science by establishment of a functional food network in EU and the new member states with links to third countries, involving food industries, in particular the SMEs. The network project (Specific Support Action) was run in the period 1 October 2005 – 31 March 2008 (30 months). The network was split within 2 networks, the general network (GN) and the product specific network (PSN). The first network disseminated the functional food science from the 5th and the 6th FPs to food industry involving project co-ordinators and other highly experienced individuals and discussed exploitation opportunities at European workshops and at the web-site, www.functionalfoodnet.eu. The second network (PSN) was a product specific network, divided into 4 smaller working groups / task forces (each with 15-20 participants) within the major product areas related to functional foods: dairy foods, bakery and cereal foods, functional drinks, and lipids / emulsion products. This PSN network involved food enterprises, in particular SMEs, as well as a number of experts, e.g. scientists, innovation and technology transfer specialists, market specialists, specialists in the legal situation etc. to achieve a Proactive Technology Transfer and exploitation as well as to promote participation of food SMEs within the FP7.

Both networks were operated as workshops, group meetings, and by inter-meeting activities between many hundreds of enterprises participating, most of which were SMEs (1/3) and larger companies, and a large number of experts, scientists and co-ordinators. The enterprises represented 24 countries, inclusively most of the EU countries, new member states, and a few third countries.

The main strategy of FFN was to establish networks between a limited number of primarily non-competing SMEs and larger companies within specific food production areas of major importance for the development of functional foods and to focus on major market oriented issues. Thus, it has been the intension to identify just a handful of enterprises from each country / region throughout Europe which were willing to discuss innovation and development strategies for the benefit of their competition. It was also an important element in the strategy to integrate companies and research organizations from the new member states: Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and Romania. 

Following the first GN and PSN meetings, it was decided to focus on 5 horizontal and market oriented areas: 1) Diet and obesity, 2) Probiotic foods, 3) Wholegrain products, 4) Diet and chronic inflammation, and 5) New oral delivery systems. The goal was to establish exploitation task forces within each area.
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