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4.1 Final publishable summary report 
 
 

1. An executive summary 
 

 
TRafficking as A Criminal Enterprise (TRACE) assessed and consolidated information 
surrounding the perpetrators and the wider trafficking enterprise to: 

• make policy recommendations for disrupting the activity of human trafficking; and 
• support stakeholders in combating human trafficking.  

In order to provide stakeholders with actionable insight, TRACE adopted a multi-disciplinary 
approach: legal; criminological; socio-economical; psychological; and law enforcement-
oriented, to provide a full account of the phenomenon, and build upon on-going and related 
European and national projects and activities, as well as examine any gaps in current anti-
trafficking policies being implemented in EU member states. It focused on the activities of the 
perpetrators and developed an understanding of the structure, social relationships, modus 
operandi, travel routes and technologies associated with different types of trafficking of 
human beings (THB). TRACE partners also conducted a high-level analysis of the political 
and socio-economic aspects that contribute to human trafficking and also forecast the impact 
of any social, political, economic and criminal trends on THB in Europe in order to to provide 
actionable insights into the growing and emerging trends relating to human trafficking in the 
future. Where appropriate, TRACE focused its work around three key areas of human 
trafficking: 1) Trafficking for sexual exploitation; 2) Trafficking for forced labour or services 
and 3) trafficking for criminal activities.  
 
People are trafficked for many exploitative purposes such as: prostitution, forced labour, 
domestic service, begging, and forced marriages, to name a few of the most common 
examples. The trace project has confirmed a rise in emerging purposes of trafficking, such as 
forced criminality for begging and identity fraud, for example, when project partners 
examined future trends in human trafficking. Trafficked persons are moved across both 
international and domestic borders and it would appear that no community is immune to 
trafficking in human beings, and the global reach of human trafficking appears to be 
increasing. This is despite there being more actors fighting this crime than ever before. All 
European Countries are affected, and depending on their wealth, some countries are 
predominantly either countries of origin, transit countries or destination countries.  
 
Stakeholder engagement was key to the success of the TRACE project. Each work package 
focused on a stakeholder collaboration exercise that enabled stakeholders from TRACE target 
stakeholder groups (law enforcement agencies, civil society organisations and policy-makers) 
to validate and critique findings and policy recommendations that would address issues 
requiring address in order to disrupt the business of human trafficking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2.  A summary description of project context and  

 
People are trafficked for many exploitative purposes such as: prostitution, forced labour, 
domestic service, begging, and forced marriages, to name a few of the most common 
examples. The trace project has identified emerging purposes of trafficking, such as forced 
criminality including identify fraud.  The individuals are moved across both international and 
domestic borders and it would appear that no community is immune to trafficking in human 
beings; indeed, the global reach of human trafficking appears to be increasing. Today, there 
are more actors fighting this crime than ever before, and yet, despite the tremendous efforts 
and financial investments, there is no evidence to suggest that human trafficking is 
decreasing. Trafficking in human beings has “become one of the fastest growing illegal 
activities and is said to be producing between $7-$10 billion dollars a year.”3 It has become a 
global business, reaping huge profits for traffickers and organised crime syndicates, 
generating massive human rights violations and causing serious problems for national and 
international governments, including the European Union. All European Countries are 
affected, and depending on their wealth, some countries are predominantly either countries of 
origin, transit countries or destination countries. As a criminal act, human trafficking violates 
the rule of law, threatening EU and national jurisdictions and international law. 
 
Within this context and having regard to the extent of the crime and consequences for national 
and international societies, the TRACE project was designed around meeting the following 
main objectives: 
1. To develop a theory-driven understanding of trafficking as a criminal enterprise; 
2. To acquire a part-theory, part-evidence-based understanding of the specific 

characteristics of the traffickers, including: who they; why they become traffickers; and 
what the nature of the interaction/s amongst traffickers, and between traffickers and those 
those they traffick and third parties who facilitate human trafficking, e.g., other criminals 
or corrupt officials; 

3. To develop a framework of the factors influencing the trends in trafficking of human 
beings, e.g., technology, economic and political trends; 

4. To develop a theory-driven understanding of the policies in place and provide a 
framework of what further policy actions are available for stakeholders. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
3 Fowler Jeana, Che Nicolette and Fowler Lindsay,	“Innocence	lost:	The	rights	of	human	trafficking	victims”,	Procedia and Social 
Behavioral Science, Vol. 2, Issue 2, 2010, pp. 1345–1349, p.1346 



 
3. A description of the main S&T results/foregrounds  

 
The TRACE project met all of the above objectives through the course of the project. 
 
Work package 1 (WP1) Human trafficking as a criminal enterprise aimed to develop an 
understanding of the way in which human trafficking is defined and framed in Europe. WP1 
culminated in the publication of three deliverables. First, Deliverable 1.1 “A review of the 
implementation of the EU strategy on human trafficking by EU members”, provides state of 
the art research on human trafficking in the context of the European Union (EU) and 
identifies the main obstacles and challenges in relation to implementing the legal and policy 
framework. This report includes an analysis of the implementation of the Directive in five 
countries based on the midterm evaluation of the strategy, the numerous reports and 
(academic) articles on human trafficking within the EU, and the GRETA country reports. Our 
findings show that despite the attention at both the EU and national levels to address and 
combat human trafficking, a number of issues remain problematic, including the protection of 
victims; prosecution and prevention of THB. Deliverable 1.2 “Review of the media framing 
of human trafficking” is the result of analysis of media content in the UK, Poland and Cyprus. 
212 press articles from 10 newspapers published between 2014 and 2015 reveal that the 
dominant discourse surrounding human trafficking in the press concerns a focus on sexual 
exploitation, and particularly prostitution. Further, the British and Polish media also framed 
human trafficking as a matter of immigration. In the tabloid style press we also observed a 
heavy reliance on sensational stories such as arrests and court cases with a common thread of 
high level of detail about anything that may shock or outrage the reader. Our findings show 
that articles exploring the social issues and complex underlying problems of human 
trafficking were limited. The explicit mention of the European Union, in any context (whether 
legal or policy related), was also scarce. Lastly, Deliverable 1.3 “A report concerning the 
macro and micro analyses of human trafficking” shows how human trafficking is situated 
within the wider criminal industry, particularly in relation to other types of organised crime, 
such as drug trafficking and money laundering. In addition, partners investigated how 
perpetrators manage trafficked persons during different stages of the human trafficking chain 
(recruitment, transportation and exploitation). The micro analysis reveals that perpetrators 
may use a wide range of methods to execute the different steps of the trafficking process. The 
macro analysis shows that trafficking in human beings is in the context of the EU mainly the 
work of specialists. 
 
Ultimately, by providing a distinctive description of how the crime takes place, WP1 provides 
much needed information to law enforcement officials (especially the police, border guards 
and the judiciary) because it allows them to better recognise and predict crime. Further, WP1 
reports identify problems with implementing EU legislation and policy. This will support 
stakeholders in addressing THB from the point of view of enhancing their knowledge on what 
is needed to improve the current EU approach. This is particularly important as the current 
EU strategy is due to end in 2016 and EU Stakeholders will be asking what measures it 
should adopt in its upcoming strategy. 
 
Work package 2 (WP2) The act of human trafficking provides stakeholders with current 
information regarding the geographic routes, modus operandi of the human trafficking 
industry in Europe and the response of the trafficking industry to law enforcement policies. 
Efforts focused on examining these three trends in relation to the TRACE case studies in four 
European Member States: Romania, Bulgaria, the Netherlands and Cyprus. The work resulted 



in Deliverable 2.1 “Report on the relevant aspects of the trafficking act (geographical routes 
and modus operandi) and on its possible evolutions in response to law enforcement”. Key 
findings from this study suggest Bulgaria and Romania are both main countries of origin for 
human trafficking in Europe. The Netherlands and Cyprus are destination countries for human 
trafficking, and receive persons coming from Central and Eastern Europe but also from Asia, 
Africa or South-America. As far as the modus operandi of human traffickers is concerned, it 
is found that in all three stages of the trafficking process (recruitment, transportation and 
exploitation) traffickers follow particular patterns. An analysis of traffickers’ responses to law 
enforcement policies in Cyprus show that anti-trafficking policies do not always bring the 
desired results.  For instance, the case of Cyprus has proven that as a result of the 
implementation of an anti-trafficking policy, the crime of human trafficking deviated from its 
traditional characteristics, and began to occur in different places, at different times, by 
different actors. Trafficking of human beings ceased to involve only indigenous male 
traffickers who used cabarets and pubs as their arenas of exploitation, all year round. Instead, 
foreign perpetrators (especially female) entered into the picture of human trafficking, and 
began to undertake illegal activities (sexual exploitation) at private venues (houses and flats).      
Overall, WP2 results provide practical insight into the travel routes and most common 
approaches of traffickers for executing the crime in question, will no doubt contribute towards 
improving law enforcement agencies’ tactics for dismantling criminal groups, as well as 
detecting smaller human trafficking operations. WP2 will also aid police (and coastal guard) 
in disrupting the cross-border trafficking of human beings. Such efforts can positively impact 
the resources required to combat THB. This will lead to better to the better protection of 
citizens in both origin and destination countries. 
 

 
Work package 3 (WP3) The traffickers involved desk-based and primary research to provide 
insight into the profile of traffickers, their personal characteristics, why and how they became 
involved in human trafficking and how they are situated within the wider criminal network. 
By doing so, the partners sought to identify vulnerable groups at risk of being trafficked. This 
work also supported the development of recommendations for law enforcement, policy 
makers and civil society organisations to assist them in intervening in the human trafficking 
cycle by enhancing their understanding of those involved in the crime. These 
recommendations were published in the form of “Lessons learned” on the profile of 
traffickers in briefing papers for target stakeholders: law enforcement agencies, civil society 
organisations and policy-makers.  
Overall, WP 3provides specific characteristics of individuals involved in the trafficking 
industry, and their interactions with one another and larger criminal networks, from a 
sociological, psychological and criminological point of view. This is unique study is 
necessitated by the absence of a profile of a human trafficker in the currently available 
literature and that profiling is a controversial aspect of policing. The picture of traffickers 
presented here moves beyond to the results of the literature review to incorporate information 
from traffickers themselves by interviewing them, interviews with relatives and the social 
environment of traffickers, victims and police reports, case files of convicted traffickers and 
recognised experts that will be used to provide recommendations to assist authorities in 
preventing individuals from becoming traffickers, and thus, victims from being trafficked. 
TRACE identifies four main “types” of traffickers, as well as provided details of the age, 
relationship status, socio-economic status, and motivations of traffickers.  
Overall, the results of WP 3 enables law enforcement, policy makers as well as NGOs to 
better understand how and why people end up in being a trafficker, which elements are 
incentives for the traffickers to commence and continue their criminal activities, and how 



stakeholders can focus their efforts to combat these. Understanding the social background of 
the traffickers enables policy makers and practitioners to develop interventions aiming at the 
prevention and/or stopping the traffickers from conducting their criminal activities. In 
addition the findings provide stakeholders with sustained and reliable knowledge on the 
variety of the group of traffickers enabling tailor made and adjusted interventions towards 
traffickers. As WP3 utilised an interdisciplinary approach and built on findings from 
psychology, criminology, other fields of social science combined with primary evidence from 
traffickers and victims, a comprehensive view of traffickers is provided.  
 
Work package 4 (WP4) The role of technology in human trafficking identified technologies 
that are, and can be, used within human trafficking – for facilitation of the crime by 
traffickers, as well as to assist law enforcement agencies and civil society organisations in 
preventing and combatting human trafficking. Deliverable 4.1 “The role of current and 
emerging technologies within human trafficking” contains the TRACE taxonomy of 
technologies (applications and software (web based technologies), and hardware), which lists 
32 technologies that are known to be used or may potentially be used in this context. 
Additionally, D4.1 includes the results of an assessment of the roles these different 
technologies play in contributing to the problem of THB and fighting it. The role that 
emerging technologies may play in the future was also examined by answering questions such 
as: is the technology likely to be used in the same manner; and will emergent technologies in 
other industries be utilised within the human trafficking industry (e.g., drones, bit coin, big 
data etc.). The work culminated in a series of recommendations for law enforcement, policy 
makers and civil society organisations to help them further understand and respond to the role 
of technology in THB and how to respond to it, with other practically useful information that 
was included in D4.2 “Role of technology in human trafficking: briefing paper”. 
Overall, gaining an understanding of how technologies and applications are used supported 
partners’ efforts to provide up-to-date information to law enforcement agencies, policy-
makers and CSOs, aiding others in not only understanding the role of technology in 
trafficking, but in addition, how to respond to the use of technology in human trafficking. 
This is especially significant as there is limited information available to stakeholders on the 
relationship between technology use and human technology. The recommendations (Task 4.4) 
provided a useful means of providing guidance for stakeholders in their activities in 
responding to the growing threat of THB in Europe and the ways in which technology use can 
grow that threat, or where technology use can be used to mitigate it. Furthermore, the 
recommendations provide unique areas for further research and development for innovation in 
solutions for combatting and preventing THB, which will be useful for Europe’s 
competitiveness in being a driving force behind tackling THB. 
 
Work package 5 (WP5) Trafficking as a global phenomenon: political and socio-economic 
aspects. WP5 culminated in in D5.1 “Report on how external factors such as socio, political 
and economic factors, or interaction with other criminal industries shape the phenomenon of 
trafficking”. This report details results of an examination of the broader social, economic and 
political context of the human trafficking phenomenon and the impact of these external 
factors on human trafficking as a criminal enterprise, as well as how possible developments in 
other criminal industries might affect it. Findings show that addressing the root causes of 
human trafficking is a legal imperative of all countries who are implementing anti-trafficking 
strategies and must address the political, social and economic situation in countries of origin 
that increases the vulnerability of persons to human trafficking. Further, with the help of 
developing scenarios and devising hypotheses, forecasts were made regarding the future 
trends in human trafficking in view of making policy recommendations. D5.2 “A report on 



future how socio-economic, political and criminal trends might impact human trafficking in 
Europe” publishes these hypotheses and the findings of changes in economics and politics 
that are likely to shape the trafficking industry in the future. Hypotheses were formulated to 
be tested and validated at a virtual workshop (attended by internal and external experts who 
examined the cause and effect relationships across different elements) and an external 
stakeholder workshop, which build upon the emerging trends identified by the Trace 
PROJECT partners. 
Overall, Assessing the likelihood that a country will become a destination or an origin country 
for victims of human trafficking, and the levels of risk of being targeted for particular groups 
in given sets of circumstances, will help address the threat along the entire continuum at both 
the international and local levels. Examining the link of human trafficking with the main 
organized crime industries and how the changes in these criminal industries impact human 
trafficking will allow the developing of foresight tools, which will support the efforts of the 
institutions and other stakeholders to curb and prevent crime.   

 
Work Package 6 (WP6) Policy analysis and recommendations involved a review of anti-
human trafficking policies that were considered in relation to findings made in earlier WPs to 
ultimately understand and provide actionable insights into the growing and emerging trends 
relating to THB. For Deliverable 6.1 “Analysis of European and national anti-human 
trafficking projects” partners reviewed over 60 EU projects, national and transnational, on- 
going and completed. From these projects, thirty promising practices were extracted. Despite 
these practices and other advances, partners concluded that Member States continue to face a 
host of programmatic challenges. The report analyses the extent to which Member States: 
Bulgaria, Sweden, the Netherlands, Romania, and the United Kingdom have implemented EU 
policies surrounding the fundamental rights of victims of human trafficking to access justice 
and seek redress for violations of their rights. The report reminds Member States that 
strengthening the domestic framework to effectively confiscate property and other valuable 
assets acquired through criminal activity, will in turn enable victims to access compensation 
for damages suffered, while also disrupting the business aspect of the criminal networks 
behind trafficking in human beings. The most prominently observed gaps and weaknesses 
were highlighted in the report. Deliverable 6.2 “Future trends in human trafficking” includes a 
large number of policy recommendations in relation to emerging issues generally, as well 
specific issues that may arise in relation to trafficking routes; modus operandi; profiles of 
traffickers; and the impact of law enforcement and other policies. The report may be used as a 
briefing tool for decision-makers to provide them with a set of hypotheses around potential 
future changes and to assist them in introducing policies and measures to prepare for and 
possibly pre-empt the effects of currently emerging issues and particular areas of concern, 
such as the increase in the use of victims for forms of trafficking such as criminal activities.  
WP6 culminated in the production of the TRACE handbook: “TRACE-ing Human 
Trafficking” (Deliverable 6.3) that contains recommendations and key insights based on the 
projects findings for use by law enforcement agencies, policy makers and civil society 
organisations to assist them with their efforts to combat and prevent THB in Europe. The 
Handbook was launched at the TRACE project Final Conference at the end of April 2016.  
Parallel to the Handbook, the final TRACE project report was developed (Deliverable 6.4). 
The final report and the handbook use similar structures and can be read in conjunction; the 
handbook focuses more on the key findings and recommendations while the final report 
provides further background information. 
 
  
 



 
Through Work package 7 (WP7) partners had particular success in disseminating the results 
of the TRACE project to target stakeholder groups, with the TRACE stakeholder list boasting 
333 members.  The TRACE project is represented by an engaging and active website, the 
publication of press releases/newsletters, its social media accounts (Twitter, slide share, 
LinkedIn), by attendance at 3rd party events, publication of blogs and a number of 
publications in peer reviewed journals. Novel dissemination techniques were also employed, 
such as disseminating USB sticks with project deliverables. As a result, TRACE was 
mentioned in a number of 3rd party newsletters and websites, as per the table in Part 5 below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. The potential impact (including the socio-economic impact and the wider 
societal implications of the project so far) and the main dissemination and 
exploitation of results 
 

The primary impact of the TRACE project is the provision of actionable insight into aspects 
of the business of human trafficking, particularly as preparations and discussions for the 
forthcoming Strategy against trafficking in human beings (post 2016) have begun. The issue 
of human trafficking is high on agendas of many sectors of government as well as 
humanitarian-based organisations across Europe. The results of the TRACE project are 
particularly relevant as Europe is experiencing unprecedented rates of migrants, some of 
whom are vulnerable to exploitation as a result of the current socio-political and economic 
milieu surrounding their migration efforts. 
 
TRACE impacts the security and society theme by potentially protecting citizens from 
threats resulting from organised crime, specifically, the trafficking of human beings. By 
reading the various deliverables law enforcement agencies, policy makers and civil society 
bodies have up-to-date information regarding the complex nature of human trafficking and its 
industry and the adequacy of polices that aim to fight it. Furthermore, insights into how the 
crime takes place was much desired by law enforcement officials (especially the police, 
border guards and the judiciary) because it allows them to better recognise and predict crime 
to take action in the interest of security. This means that TRACE results contribute to the 
expected impacts of the security theme by protecting citizens specifically via strengthening 
law enforcement agencies knowledge of the crime to detect threats resulting from the 
trafficking in human beings. By eliciting possible future trends in human trafficking and 
formulating hypotheses in relation to important current political and social phenomena, such 
as increased migration into Europe, the TRACE project has contributed to ensuring the 
security of citizens and to preventing them from becoming victims of organized crime. 
Assessing the likelihood that a country will become a destination or an origin country for 
victims of human trafficking, and the levels of risk of being targeted for particular groups in 
given sets of circumstances, will help address the threat along the entire continuum at both the 
international and local levels. Examining the link of human trafficking with the main 
organized crime industries and how the changes in these criminal industries impact human 
trafficking will allow the developing of foresight tools, which will support the efforts of the 
institutions and other stakeholders to curb and prevent crime. The project results contribute 
towards enhancing societal security and safety in the EU and ensure that people are protected 
from and resilient to violence and exploitation through preparedness, and are safeguarded 
against harm caused by criminal exploitation and human trafficking. Project promotes a 
comprehensive and coherent approach to reduce trans-boundary vulnerabilities and builds 
common capacities for societal security in Europe and at the national level. This holistic 
approach allowed addressing broad spectrum of challenges, from prevention of exploitation 
and trafficking in human beings, assistance to victims as well as combating crime in the 
interest of security and society. 
 
The TRACE project has collected primary and secondary research data from within the EU to 
provide targeted recommendations for policy makers, law enforcement agencies and civil 
society organisations to assist them in anti-trafficking measures. Practical insight and 
recommendations have been developed in related to a number of aspects of human trafficking 
as a profit based criminal enterprise, including with respect to: legal challenges faced within 
the EU; treatment of trafficked persons; the modus operandi for the recruitment phases, 
transportation phase and exploitation phase of human trafficking; the profiles of traffickers; 



the role that technology does and can play in facilitating, combatting and preventing incidents 
of human trafficking; and to assist stakeholders in preparing and addressing future trends in 
human trafficking. 
 
TRACE has produced a Handbook: TRACEing human trafficking, as well as publishing ten 
overarching recommendations in addition to the issue specific recommendations referred to 
above. These recommendations are as follows: 

1. In order to disrupt the human trafficking enterprise, increased efforts are needed by all 
EU Member States to enhance investigation and prosecution of traffickers and to 
invest resources in the use of modern technology to collect more comprehensive 
evidence of the crime and to combat human trafficking. 
  

2. Targeted responses should be developed to address all forms of human trafficking, 
including new and emerging forms of human trafficking, by establishing outreach 
services with mobile units and cultural mediators to work with vulnerable populations, 
especially children and members of co-ethnic communities, referring them to support, 
and promoting reintegration into school. 
  

3. There is a need to develop systems offering long-term support to meet the specific 
needs of all trafficked persons and to support their reintegration into society. The 
support systems in place should be quick to respond, predictable and clear, but also 
adaptable, flexible and comprehensive. 
  

4. Specific legislation and policy, and crucially implementation thereof, is required to 
ensure that trafficked persons are not detained, prosecuted or punished for their 
involvement in unlawful activities which they have been compelled to undertake as a 
consequence of their situation as trafficked persons. Furthermore, public officials who 
are likely to come into contact with trafficked persons should be trained to identify 
trafficked persons and should receive guidance on the application of the non-
punishment provision.  

5. More attention should be paid to the role of technology in facilitating and preventing 
human trafficking. Social media channels and other modern digital methods should be 
better monitored and used to communicate with groups at risk so as to mainstream the 
message into the public dialogue of the desired target group. 
  

6. Acknowledging that traffickers become involved in the crime for different reasons, it 
is recommended that they are treated in a way that recognises their unique issues, 
preferably through well-designed diversion programmes. Restoration and punishment 
programmes for traffickers should always be tailored to their specific characteristics, 
crime, problems and lifestyles to prevent recidivism. This requires the expansion of 
the use of psychoanalysis on traffickers as part of the pre-sentencing report. 
  

7. EU Member States should ensure that their policies, laws and regulations on law 
enforcement, migration, labour and business practices that may have an impact on 
human trafficking are tuned, consistent and coherent. They should avoid the risk of 
compromising the protection of human rights and ensure that they do not 
unintentionally facilitate human trafficking. All public authorities, in particular labour 
inspectorates, law enforcement and immigration authorities, should prioritise the 
protection of the rights of trafficked persons over questions of public order and 



immigration control. Policies should be based on a human rights based approach. 
States should ensure that public tenders do not lead to the use of forced labour. 

8. EU Member States should standardise national procedures for the identification and 
protection of asylum seekers who may be have been trafficked, particularly among 
unaccompanied minors. Initiatives for dissemination of information on safe and legal 
migration opportunities, as well as through outreach at places of departure and arrival 
(e.g. at train and bus stations, seaports and airports), should be developed further. 
  

9. Awareness raising should be targeted at groups at risk of being trafficked and a variety 
of different professional groups, as well as the private sector. All the information 
provided should be accurate and practically oriented. It should educate society and 
practitioners in understanding and recognising various forms of exploitation and to 
intervene and refer affected persons to appropriate support. 
  

10. A victim-centred approach should be maintained in the interaction between trafficked 
persons and the criminal justice system. Irrespective of whether trafficked persons 
choose to participate in legal proceedings, they have the right to unconditional social 
and legal support, and their safety and wellbeing should be guaranteed at all times.  

These recommendations were based on work undertaken in work packages 1 – 6 and 
extensive stakeholder consultation and validation throughout the project. The target 
stakeholder groups touch on the gaps and problems identified and addressed by the TRACE 
project, such as developing profiles of traffickers and how they operate their business 
(transportation, geographical/ travel routes and modus operandi), understand how the relevant 
legal and policy framework is actually being implemented by Member States, understanding 
the role that technology plays in facilitating he crime, as well as how it can be best utilised to 
prevent and combat human trafficking;  and identifying future trends so that they may be 
curtailed.  The TRACE handbook will assist these stakeholders in developing tailored anti-
trafficking measures. The TRACE handbook was launched in both hard e-book format at the 
final conference in Brussels on 28 April 2016. The TRACE handbook, research findings and 
recommendations were used to inform the work of these three target stakeholder groups. By 
reading the various deliverables law enforcement agencies, policy makers and civil society 
bodies have up-to-date information regarding the complex nature of human trafficking and its 
industry and the polices that aim to fight it. These materials also help members of the anti-
trafficking community by identifying areas that require address both now and in the future, 
including changes to the business of the trafficking. 
 
The TRACE project had other impacts, including: 
 
Strategic impact – TRACE project’s provision of recommendations and new findings in 
relation to aspects of the trafficking enterprise within Europe will have strategic impacts for 
the European Union, particularly as it focuses on developing and implementing the EU 
Strategy on Trafficking in Human Beings when the current strategy expires in 2016. In May 
2016, The TRACE partners submitted a detailed written contribution based on the TRACE 
findings that relate to the EU anti-trafficking policy framework and its implementation by 
Member States to the written consultation on the post 2016 strategy against trafficking in 
human beings. Relevantly, in alignment with the current “EU Strategy towards the 
Eradication of Trafficking in Human Beings 2012-2016”, the TRACE project has generated 
knowledge on the modus operandi and travel routes of THB in Europe which will enhance the 



prevention of trafficking in human beings, and also assist in the increase and more effective 
prosecution of traffickers. Furthermore, the information concerning policing policies 
demonstrates the need to consider reflective practices and monitoring in policy making and its 
consequences for affected groups. The timely and pragmatic information information 
provided by the TRACE project enables Member States to better conceptualize and more 
effectively execute their interventions against human trafficking, interventions which may 
come in response to recent shifts in national and EU policies and strategies prompted by the 
evolving nature of human trafficking. The TRACE project  has  identified  several  emerging  
issues  of concern,  which  are  likely  to impact  the  development  and  implementation  of  
European  anti-trafficking  policies  and  laws. The project also provides concrete and 
practical recommendations for a variety of target groups to improve their responses to human 
trafficking.  Thus the Member States are provided with useful tools to dwell deeper into the 
emerging challenges highlighted with the aim of finding responses tailored to meet the 
contextual needs of each Member State and the EU.  The deliverables highlight areas where is 
a particular need for the  EU  Member  States  to review  their  policies,  laws  and regulations  
especially  in  the  field  of  law  enforcement  as well  as  migration,  labour  and business 
practices to foster coherence of action, avoid the risk of compromising the protection of 
human rights, ensure that they do not unintentionally contribute to human trafficking and to 
provide adequate assistance to trafficked persons. 
   
The TRACE findings are readily accessible via the TRACE website and have also been 
disseminated amongst target stakeholders. This material will contribute to measures taken to 
prevent and combat human trafficking in Europe, as well as provide insight into how the 
business is currently being facilitated.  
 
Impacts on competitiveness – The strengthening of knowledge around the business of 
human trafficking will enable the European commission and target stakeholders to forecast 
trends in the human trafficking industry, particularly with respect to the role of technology in 
human trafficking. This puts the EU at a competitive advantage as the relationship between 
technology and human trafficking has not previously received much attention and nor has 
there been any specific focus of this aspect in human trafficking related research. Other areas 
addressed by TRACE, including the generated knowledge of perpetrators’ rationale and 
activities will benefit the EU by supporting them in their positioning as global leader in the 
fight against human trafficking. Further, the results of the TRACE project will also increase 
EU Member States’ competitiveness by disseminating information and increasing their 
knowledge about the criminal enterprise behind human trafficking.  
	
Economic impact – The TRACE project will have an economic impact in assisting in 
developing more targeted anti-trafficking measures that will result in a focussed use of 
resources. Ultimately, by providing state of the art information on the profile of traffickers, 
their modus operandi and other aspects of the trafficking business, TRACE project supports 
prevention and combatting of the crime that will reduce the overall consequential cost of the 
crime to governments, authorities and society at large. An increased understanding of the 
economic model of human trafficking, the factors which influence it and the links to 
organized crime, as well as the tools, developed to predict future trends, will lead to increased 
economic efficiency in the use of judicial and law enforcement resources. In particular, the 
better understand of geographical routes and most common approaches of traffickers for 
executing their criminal business, will contribute towards improving law enforcement 
agencies’ tactics for dismantling criminal groups and webs of culprits involved in human 
trafficking, as well as aid police (and coastal guard) in disrupting the cross-border trafficking 



of human beings. The TRACE project will ultimately positively impact the resources required 
to combat human trafficking. 
 
Social impact – The TRACE project aids society by raising awareness of human trafficking 
generally. Additionally, TRACE raises awareness of specific aspects of the business of 
human trafficking, that may lead to earlier detection of the social-related aspects of the 
business of trafficking, particularly recruitment methods and exploitation. In turn, this will 
assist sectors of society and groups of people identified as most vulnerable in both origin and 
destination countries. Overall, its social impact includes protecting Europeans’ lives and 
security through gathering and disseminating information about trafficking, which would 
result in more effective prevention practices and increased ability of citizens to recognize and 
resist being targeted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. The address of the project public website, if applicable as well as relevant 
contact details. 

 
• Project website: http://trace-project.eu  
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/TRACE_EU  
• LinkedIn: http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/trace-

project/aa/796/a8b  
• Slideshare: 

http://www.slideshare.net/trace_eu  
• Subscribe to our mailing list by contacting: 

anna.donovan@trilateralresearch.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRACE logo 

 
 
 
 

TRACE PARTNERS – contact list 
 

NAME ORGANISATION COUNTRY e-mail 
Kush Wadhwa Trilateral Research 

Ltd 
UK kush.wadhwa@trilateralresearch.com 

Anna Donovan Trilateral Research 
Ltd 

UK anna.donovan@trilateralresearch.com 

Hayley Watson Trilateral Research 
Ltd 

UK hayely.watson@trilateralresearch.com 

Pascale 
Waschnig 

Trilateral Research 
Ltd 

UK pascale.waschnig@trilateralresearch.com 

Paul de Hert Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel 
 

Belgium 
paul.de.hert@uvt.nl 

Julia 
Muraszkiewicz 

Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel 

Belgium j.muraszkiewicz@gmail.com 

Amy 
Weatherburn 

Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel 

Belgium Amy.Weatherburn@vub.ac.be 

Cristina Boeru 
National Agency 
against Trafficking in 
Persons 

Romania 
ri.anitp@mai.gov.ro 



Adrian 
Petrescu 

National Agency 
against Trafficking 
in Persons 

Romania 
adrian.petrescu@mai.gov.ro 

Adelina Tamas 
National Agency 
against Trafficking 
in Persons 

Romania 
anitp.smec@mai.gov.ro 

Vineta 
Polatside 

Council of Sea 
Baltic States 

Sweden Vineta.Polatside@cbss.org 

Anniina 
Jokinen 

Council of Sea 
Baltic States 

Sweden Anniina.jokinen@cbss.org 

Conny Van 
Rijken 

Tilburg University 
 

Netherlands C.R.J.J.Rijken@uvt.nl 

Suzanne Hoff 

The International 
La Strada 
Association (La 
Strada 
International) 
 

Netherlands sh@lastradainternational.org 
 

Rita Superman Cyprus Police Cyprus RSuperman@police.gov.cy 
 

Angelos 
Constantinou Cyprus Police Cyprus angelos.constantinou@ouc.ac.cy 

 

Maria 
Tchomarova 

Animus 
Association 
Foundation 

Bulgaria animus@animusassociation.org 
 

Radostina 
Pavlova 

Animus 
Association 
Foundation 

Bulgaria radostinapav@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



a. Use and dissemination of foreground 
 

A plan for use and dissemination of foreground (including socio-economic impact and target 
groups for the results of the research) shall be established at the end of the project. It should, 
where appropriate, be an update of the initial plan in Annex I for use and dissemination of 
foreground and be consistent with the report on societal implications on the use and 
dissemination of foreground (section 4.3 – H). 

The plan should consist of: 
 

§ Section A  
 
This section should describe the dissemination measures, including any scientific 
publications relating to foreground. Its content will be made available in the public 
domain thus demonstrating the added-value and positive impact of the project on the 
European Union.  
 
§ Section B 
 
This section should specify the exploitable foreground and provide the plans for 
exploitation. All these data can be public or confidential; the report must clearly mark 
non-publishable (confidential) parts that will be treated as such by the Commission. 
Information under Section B that is not marked as confidential will be made available in 
the public domain thus demonstrating the added-value and positive impact of the project 
on the European Union. 
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Section A (public) 

 
This section includes two templates  

 
§ Template A1:  List of all scientific (peer reviewed) publications relating to the foreground of the project.  
 
§    Template A2: List of all dissemination activities (publications, conferences, workshops, web sites/applications, press releases, flyers, 

articles published in the popular press, videos, media briefings, presentations, exhibitions, thesis, interviews, films, TV clips, posters). 
 
These tables are cumulative, which means that they should always show all publications and activities from the beginning until after the end of 
the project. Updates are possible at any time. 
 
All 

TEMPLATE A1: LIST OF SCIENTIFIC (PEER REVIEWED) PUBLICATIONS, STARTING WITH THE MOST IMPORTANT ONES 

N
O
. 

Title Main 
author 

Title of 
the 

periodical 
or the 
series 

Numb
er, 

date 
or 

freque
ncy 

Pub
lish
er 

Plac
e of 
publi
catio

n 

Year 
of 

publi
catio

n 

Rel
eva
nt 

pag
es 

Permanent identifiers4 
(if available) 

Is/Wil
l 

open 
acce
ss5 

provi
ded 
to 

this 
publi
catio
n? 

1 Trafficking in Human Beings as an Enterprise: 
Highlighting Key Questions About Data Shortage on the 

Muras
zkiewi

Slavery 
Today 

 Vol. 
2, No. 

Sla
ver n/a Janu

ary 
 1-
25 

http://www.slaverytodayj
ournal.org/downloads/vol No 

                                                
4 A permanent identifier should be a persistent link to the published version full text if open access or abstract if article is pay per view) or to the final manuscript accepted for publication (link to 
article in repository).  
5 Open Access is defined as free of charge access for anyone via Internet. Please answer "yes" if the open access to the publication is already established and also if the embargo period for open 
access is not yet over but you intend to establish open access afterwards. 
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Business Side cz, 
Julia, 
Hayley 
Watso
n, 
Kush 
Wadh
wa and 
Paul 
De 
Hert 

ISSN 
2333-
7222 

1 y 
Tod
ay 
 

201
5 

ume-2-issue-1-january-
2015-full-issue/ 

2 

Is crime displacement inevitable? Lessons from the 
enforcement of laws against prostitution-related human 
trafficking in Cyprus 

 

Consta
ntinou, 
Angelo
s.  

European 
Journal 
of 
Criminol
ogy, 
1477370
8156171
90. 

Vol. 
13, 
No. 2 

Sag
e 
Jour
nals 

n/a Mar
ch 
201
6 

214
-
230 

http://euc.sagepub.com/co
ntent/13/2/214 

No 

 
All 

TEMPLATE A2: LIST OF DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES 

N
O. Type of activities6 

Main 
lead
er 

Title  Date/Period  Place  Type of 
audience7 

 
 

Size of 
audienc

e 

Countri
es 

addres
sed 

1 Conference VUB 

Pursue, 
Prevent, 
Protect 
And 
Prepare: 

4th June 2014 Manchester Law 
Enforcement 30 

UK 

                                                
6  A drop down list allows choosing the dissemination activity: publications, conferences, workshops, web, press releases, flyers, articles published in the popular press, videos, media 
briefings, presentations, exhibitions, thesis, interviews, films, TV clips, posters, Other. 
7 A drop down list allows choosing the type of public: Scientific Community (higher education, Research), Industry, Civil Society, Policy makers, Medias, Other ('multiple choices' is 

possible). 
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Tackling 
Organised 
Crime 

2 Conference VUB 

14th 
Annual 
Conference 
of the 
European 
Society of 
Criminolog
y, 

13th 
September 
2014 

Prague & Civil 
Society 10 

Global 

3 Conference VUB 

Migration 
and Human 
Rights: 
Perception 
v Reality 

7th March 
2015 Nottingham Academic 100 

EU MS 

4 Conference VUB 

Filling the 
Gaps in the 
System of 
Combating 
Human 
Trafficking 
in Poland, 
Final 
Conference 
of the 
FIGAS 
project, 

9th March 
2015 Warsaw Academic 50 

EU 

5 Conference VUB 

Expert 
Seminar: 
Addressing 
Irregular 
Migration, 
Facilitation 
and Human 
Trafficking
: Towards 
Evidence 
and Trust-

24-25 March 
2015 Brussels 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Academics 

20 

EU 
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Based 
Policy 

6 Conference VUB 

Antislavery 
Usable Past 
postgraduat
e research 

16 October 
2015 
 

Hull Academics 35 

Global  

7 Conference VUB 

Modern 
Slavery 
Response 
Network 
 

4th December 
2015 Manchester 

Law 
enforcement 
and civil 
society 

20 UK 

8 Conference AAF 

Trafficking 
in humans 
and cases 
of 
trafficking 
to Sweden. 
 

10 February 
2015 Sofia  

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil Society 

20 
Bulgaria 
and 
Sweden 

9 Conference AAF 

Enhancing 
national 
and 
regional 
criminal 
justice 
response to 
trafficking 
in children 
in South 
Eastern 
Europe 

18th February 
2015 Sofia 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics 

50 
Various 
EU 
countries 

10 Conference AAF 

ICMPD 
Conference 
Assessment 
of the 
Impact of 
the Syrian 
War and 
Refugee 
Crises on 
Trafficking 
in Persons 

9 December 
2015 Istanbul 

Policy 
makers, 
academics, 
civil society 

80 Global 

11 Conference AAF 

London 
City 
University 
Annual 
Psychoanal

2 December 
2015 London 

Academics, 
clinical 
professionals 

150 Global  
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ysis 
conference 

12 Conference LSI 

Final 
conference 
of the 
ReViTra 
project 

13th May 2014 Arezio 

Local 
authorities, 
law 
enforcement, 
NGOs, 
academics 

60 

EU 

13 Conference LSI 

7th La 
Strada 
Internation
al NGO 
Platform 

18-19 June 
2014 Sofia NGOs 35 

EU 

14 Conference LSI 

OSCE 
Alliance 
Expert 
Team Co-
ordination 
meeting 

1 July 2014 Vienna 

NGOs, 
policy 
makers, 
researchers, 
academics 

35 

Global  

15 Conference 

LSI 
& 
CBS
S 

OSCE 
Alliance 
Expert 
Team Co-
ordination 
meeting 

11 December 
2015 Vienna 

NGOs, 
policy 
makers, 
researchers, 
academics 

35 

Global 

16 Conference 

LSI 
& 
CBS
S 

Alliance 
Expert Co-
ordination 
Team 
Meeting, 
OSCE 

13 April 2016 Vienna 

NGOs, 
policy 
makers, 
researchers, 
academics 

40 

Global 

17 Conference CBS
S 

Cooperatio
n on human 
trafficking 
in the 
Baltic Sea 
Region 

8 - 9 October 
2014 St Petersburg 

Government 
representativ
es, NGOs, 
academia, 
international 
organisations
, law 
enforcement 
officials 

80 

Global  

18 Conference CBS
S 

CBSS Task 
Force 
against 
Trafficking  
in Human 
Beings 

30-31 March 
2015 Tallinn 

Government 
representativ
es from the 
CBSS 
Member 
States 

23 

CBSS 
Member 
States 
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meeting 
under the 
Estonian 
Presidency. 

responsible 
for human 
trafficking 
issues, NGO 
representativ
es from 
Estonia 

19 Conference CBS
S 

CBSS Task 
Force 
against 
Trafficking  
in Human 
Beings 
meeting 
under the 
Polish 
Presidency 

14-15 October 
2015 Warsaw 

Government 
representativ
es from the 
CBSS 
Member 
States 
responsible 
for human 
trafficking 
issues, NGO 
representativ
es from 
Poland 

20 

CBSS 
Member 
States 

20 Conference CBS
S 

CBSS 
committee 
of senior 
officials 

8 March 2016 Warsaw Policy 
makers 20 

CBSS 
Member 
States 

21 Conference CBS
S 

2nd TF-
THB 
meeting 
under 
Polish 
presidency 

17-18 March 
2016 Warsaw 

Policy 
makers, 
Civil Society 

20 

CBSS 
Member 
States 

22 Conference CBS
S 

Human 
Trafficking 
in the 21st 
Century 

12 April 2016 Uppsala, Sweden Academics, 
Civil Society 130 

Sweden  

23 Meeting  CBS
S 

Meeting of 
the 
National 
Anti-
Trafficking 
coordinator
s of South 
– Eastern 
Europe and 
Sweden 

3 November 
2015 Stockholm 

National 
Anti-
Trafficking 
coordinators 
from South-
EasternEuro
pe and 
Sweden 

17 

EU 

24 Meeting  ANI
TP 

Meeting 
with a 

28 August 
2915 

Bucharest  Law 
enforcement 9 Romani 

and 
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German 
delegation 
from the 
Alliance 
against 
Trafficking 
in Person 

German
y   

25 Meeting  ANI
TP 

Meeting of 
the 
Romanian-
Spanish 
working 
group 
regarding 
trafficking 
in persons 
and illegal 
migration 

26-28 May 
2015 

Madrid 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers 

10 

Romania 
and 
Spain 

26 Meeting  ANI
TP 

Meeting 
with EXIT 
Group 
(THB Unit 
from 
Bergen, 
Norway) 

10 November 
2015 

Bucharest 

Law 
Enforcement 15 

Romania 
and 
Norway  

27 Training CBS
S 

Training 
Seminar on 
Human 
Trafficking 
for 
Diplomatic 
and 
Consular 
Personnel 
in the 
CBSS 
Region 
organised 
by the 
Ministry of 
Interior of 
Latvia and 
the CBSS 

13 April 2015 Riga 

Consular and 
diplomatic 
personnel 
from the 
various 
embassies, 
representativ
es of the 
MFA of 
Latvia and 
NGO 
representativ
es 

40 

Global  

28 Training CBS
S 

Training 
Seminar on 
Human 

21 September 
2015 Stockholm, Sweden 

Consular and 
diplomatic 
personnel 

75 
Global  
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Trafficking 
for 
Diplomatic 
and 
Consular 
Personnel 
in the 
CBSS 
Region 

from the 
various 
embassies, 
representativ
es of the 
Regeringska
nsliet, 
Ministry of 
Health and 
Social 
Affairs, 
Police, 
Prosecutor, 
and 
Migration 
Board, NGO 
representativ
es 

29 Training  CBS
S 

Training 
Seminar on 
Human 
Trafficking 
for 
Diplomatic 
and 
Consular 
Personnel 
in the 
CBSS 
Region  
 

30 November 
2015 Helsinki, Finland 

Consular and 
diplomatic 
personnel 
from the 
various 
embassies, 
representativ
es of the 
MFA of 
Finland, 
Ministry of 
Interior, 
Police, and 
NGO 
representativ
es 

70 

Global 

30 Lecture  CBS
S 

Lecture on 
human 
trafficking 
in Europe 

3 December 
2014 Linkoping Students 25 

Sweden 

31 Face-2-Face Communication VUB 

Julia 
Muraszkie
wicz during 
her stay at 
Warsaw 
University 
for three 
months, 

29 September 
2014 
 

Warsaw Academia 4 

Poland 
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regularly 
updates 
Prof. 
Lasocik 
and his 
team about 
TRACE 
updates. 

32 Face-2-Face Communication VUB 

Julia 
Muraszkie
wicz who 
volunteers 
at a 
safehouse 
for victims 
of human 
trafficking, 
told staff 
about the 
project. 

2014 - 2016 Manchester Civil Society 2 

England 

33 Face-2-Face Communication VUB 

Julia 
Muraszkie
wicz spoke 
about the 
TRACE 
project to 
Police 
officers in 
the modern 
slavery unit 
in 
Manchester 
 and 
subsequentl
y sent links 
to reports 

29 October 
2015 
 

Manchester Law 
Enforcement 4 

England 

34 Face-2-Face Communication VUB 

Julia 
Muraszkie
wicz told 
volunteers 
of Stop the 
Traffik 
Manchester 
about the 
project  

18 February 
2016 
 

Manchester Civil Society 10 

England 

35 Face-2-Face Communication VUB Amy 10 February Brussels  Civil Society 1 Belgium  
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Weatherbur
n spoke to 
PAG-ASA, 
Herlinde 
Janssens, 
Safe-house 
manager 
about 
TRACE: 

2016 
 

36 TRACE workshop CYP
OL 

The act of 
human 
trafficking 

2nd February 
2015 Nicosia  

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics  

29 

EU 

37 TRACE workshop TiU The 
Traffickers 10th June 2015 Brussels 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics 

36 

EU 

38 TRACE workshop LSI 

The role of 
technology 
in human 
trafficking 

29 September 
2015 Tilburg 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics 

39 

EU 

39 TRACE workshop AAF 

Current    
and    
future    
trends    of    
human    
trafficking    
in    Europe   

20 November 
2015 Sofia 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics 

35 

EU 

40 TRACE workshop CBS
S 

Policy 
Implication
s of Future 
Trends in 
Human 
Trafficking 

29 February 
2016 Stockholm 

Law 
Enforcement
, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics 

60 

EU 

41 TRACE Final Conference VUB TRACE 
final 28 April 2016 Brussels Law 

Enforcement 53 EU 
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conference: 
Understand
ing the 
business of 
human 
trafficking 

, Policy 
Makers, 
Civil 
Society, 
Academics 

42 Publication  VUB 

Review of 
the media 
framing of 
human 
trafficking 

December 
2014 

http://lastradainternational.org/dynamic/images/La%20Strada%20Ne
wsletter%20Issue%2035.pdf  

Civil society 300 Global 

43 Publication  VUB 

Can Apps 
prevent 
human 
trafficking8 
 

November 
2015 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/apps-can-help-
trafficking-victims-by-julia-muraszkiewicz-2015-11  

Industry  See 
footnote 5 

Global  

44 Publication  VUB 

Tackling 
human 
trafficking 
at the roots: 
preventing 
a life of 
crime and a 
life of 
exploitation 

January 2016 http://lastradainternational.org/news-publications/tackling-human-
trafficking-at-the-roots  

Civil society 300 Global 

45 Publication  VUB 

How do we 
compensate 
victims of 
human 
trafficking 
in the UK? 

April 2016 http://www.stopthetraffik.org/social-media/blog  

Civil society 300 Global 

46 Publication  CYP
OL 

How to 
think of 
human 
trafficking 

May 2016 http://www.humantraffickingsearch.net/wp1/2016/5/3/how-to-think-
of-human-trafficking-as-a-criminal-enterprise  

Industry  See 
footnote 5 

Global  

                                                
8 Statistics from the original website say the blog has been: 

• Shared on Facebook 326 times 
• Shared on LinkedIn 2 times 
• Shared on Google + 1 time 

However, a Google search reveals it has been re-posted 
http://thinkfiend.com/article/show/can-apps-prevent-human-trafficking-50090  
http://www.africanewsaddict.com/article/348452_can-apps-prevent-human-trafficking  
http://www.tusmo.net/english-news/can-apps-prevent-human-trafficking/  
http://www.marshallcenter.org/mcpublicweb/MCDocs/files/College/F_Publications/transnationalWeekly/transnationalWeekly_8Dec15.pdf  
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as a 
criminal 
enterprise? 

47 Official presentation of 
TRACE findings VUB 

Policing in 
times of 
uncertaint
y: 
Challenge
s of 
Integrated 
Security 
 

May 2015 Dundee 

Academics 30 UK 

48 Official presentation of 
TRACE findings TiU 

European 
Society for 
Criminolog
y 
 

September 
2015 Porto 

Academics, 
policy 
makers 

25 EU 

49 Official presentation of 
TRACE findings TRI 

Chair 
person’s 
meeting 
on human 
trafficking 
in the 
digital age 

March 2016 The Hague  

Policy 
makers and 
media 

100 EU 

 
 
 
 
Project website 
The project’s website is one of the main sources of information about the project available to most stakeholders. The TRACE website can be 
accessed using the following address: http://trace-project.eu.  Primarily, the website contains public deliverables produced as part of the TRACE 
project as well as other dissemination and communication items aimed at stakeholders, such as press releases, copies of the project poster and 
brochure, conference presentations, workshop announcements and associated information, and news announcements. We have noted that the 
website receives a lot of attention: 
 

 

Date Range Sessions Users 
May – July 2014 447 236 
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August – October 2014 377 216 

November – January 2015 874 527 

February – April 2015 1098 907 

May - July 2015 2974 2685 

November - January 1907 1470 

February – April  1628 1095 

 
 
 
In the course of the project the following top countries visited the website: 

1. USA 

2. United Kingdom 

3. Netherlands 

4. Not Set 

5. Belgium 

6. Germany 

 
 

7. Sweden 

8. Italy 

9. Brazil 

10. France  
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Social Media  
TRACE used the possibilities offered by social networking applications, which have recently become efficient networking and promotion tools. 
During the kick-off meeting in May 2014, members of the TRACE consortium agreed to use Twitter to help disseminate project news and to 
interact with stakeholders. An account with the username @TRACE_EU has been set up. On Twitter, TRACE follows like-minded researchers, 
civil society organisations, projects (including European projects), European Commission profiles as well as other primary stakeholder groups 
identified above. VUB is in charge of the Twitter account, and tweets relevant news about the project, news about human trafficking and other 
related topics (human rights, migration, etc.). In addition during workshops TRACE partners use Twitter to tweet about what is happening. The 
following table (below) provides some information on the growth of the TRACE Twitter profile over time: 
 

Date #Followers #Following #Tweets to 
date 

# of mentions in 
month 

11/06/2014 43 110 72 9 

11/08/2014 63 126 113 6 

11/09/2014 69 131 130 3 

13/10/2014 74 133 151 15 

10/11/2014 82 135 160 16 

15/12/2014 92 145 201 6 

26/01/2015 106 168 237 9 

17/02/2015 114 170 248 9 

26/3/2015 126 171 265 4 

22/4/2015 131 187 278 4 

04/06/2015 147 189 297 22 

29/07/2015 173 231 325 1 

29/08/2015 183 235 355 24 

02/10/2015 189 236 370 28 

02/11/2016 196 244 398 8 

30/11/2015 209 250 421 8 

07/01/2016 213 255 442 3 

16/02/2016 230 258 461 24 

16/03/2016 235 261 491 19 
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18/04/2016 252 267 504 9 

18/05/2016 256 270 518 51 

 
 

 
Below is a representation of Tweet mentions: 
 
 
        

 
 
In addition to Twitter, the TRACE project has a LinkedIn account9, with 238 connections. On LinkedIn TRACE is a member of eight groups 
addressing the crime of human trafficking. Namely: 

• Action against human trafficking 

• CGSHR Discussion Group 

• Industry and Human Trafficking in supply chains 

• End slavery now 

• Human trafficking investigation resources 

• Truth uncovered 

                                                
9 https://www.linkedin.com/profile/public-profile-settings?trk=prof-edit-edit-public_profile 
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• Human Trafficking Today 

• Criminal Justice, Policing and Crime Investigation Student and Employer Network 

 
The TRACE project also shares all presentations from workshops and conferences on the SlideShare account.10 All persons have access to the 
presentations at no cost. Prior consent was sought from authors of all presentations. Below is an image of the TRACE SlideShare account profile. 
 
 
 
 
       

 

                                                
10 http://www.slideshare.net/trace_eu  
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Section B (Confidential11 or public: confidential information to be marked clearly)  
Part B1  
 
The applications for patents, trademarks, registered designs, etc. shall be listed according to the template B1 provided hereafter.  

 
The list should, specify at least one unique identifier e.g. European Patent application reference. For patent applications, only if applicable, 
contributions to standards should be specified. This table is cumulative, which means that it should always show all applications from the 
beginning until after the end of the project.  
 

 
 

TEMPLATE B1: LIST OF APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS, TRADEMARKS, REGISTERED DESIGNS, ETC. 

Type of IP 
Rights12: 

Confidential 
Click on 
YES/NO 

Foreseen 
embargo date 
dd/mm/yyyy 

Application 
reference(s) 

(e.g. EP123456) 
Subject or title of application Applicant (s) (as on the application) 

 

        
 

                                                
11 Note to be confused with the "EU CONFIDENTIAL" classification for some security research projects. 

 
12 A drop down list allows choosing the type of IP rights: Patents, Trademarks, Registered designs, Utility models, Others. 

 



 

 34 

 
Part B2    
Please complete the table hereafter: 

 
Type of 
Exploitable 
Foreground13 

Description 
of 

exploitable 
foreground 

Confidential 
Click on 
YES/NO 

Foreseen 
embargo 

date 
dd/mm/yyyy 

Exploitable 
product(s) or 
measure(s) 

Sector(s) of 
application14 

Timetable, 
commercial or 
any other use 

Patents or 
other IPR 
exploitation 
(licences) 

Owner & Other 
Beneficiary(s) 
involved 

 
General 
advancement of 
knowledge 

Policy 
recommen
dations and 
researc 
findings 

NO N/A TRACEing 
human 
trafficking: 
handbook for 
policy makers, 
law 
enforcement 
agencies and 
civil sociiety 
organisations 

 
1.Law 
enforcement 
agenciesl 
2. Civil society 
organisations 
3 Policy 
makers 

 
2008 
2010 

 
N/A 
 
 

 
Social sciences, law, 
policy makers, civil 
society organisations, 
border control 
authorities, immigration 
authorities and experts, 
researcher institutes. 

         
         

 
 

 

This TRACE handbook: “TRACEing human trafficking” targets three key stakeholders: policy makers, law enforcement agencies, and civil 
society organisations who work to disrupt, combat and prevent human trafficking or provide services to trafficked persons. It examines various 
aspects of the criminal enterprise in order to provide the stakeholders with up to date information on what and how social, political and economic 
factors facilitate the human trafficking enterprise; how to identify and assist trafficked persons and prevent other persons from being trafficked; 
and ultimately provide recommendations for ways in which different aspects of the criminal enterprise can be addressed to effectively combat 
and prevent incidents of human trafficking. The recommendations build on the existing knowledge and data and take the current state of the art 
as the starting point. The result of this is a complete overview and makes this handbook useful reading for all those who are interested in 
trafficking in human beings and who want to have a concise but thorough insight in how it works, particularly the target stakeholders referred to 
above.  

                                                
19 A drop down list allows choosing the type of foreground: General advancement of knowledge, Commercial exploitation of R&D results, Exploitation of R&D results via standards, 
exploitation of results through EU policies, exploitation of results through (social) innovation. 
14 A drop down list allows choosing the type sector (NACE nomenclature) :  http://ec.europa.eu/competition/mergers/cases/index/nace_all.html 
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A General Information (completed automatically when Grant Agreement number 
is entered. 

Grant Agreement Number:  
607669 

Title of Project:  
TRACE 

Name and Title of Coordinator:  
Trilateral Research Ltd, Kush Wadhwa, Director 

B Ethics  
 

1. Did your project undergo an Ethics Review (and/or Screening)? 
 
• If Yes: have you described the progress of compliance with the relevant Ethics 

Review/Screening Requirements in the frame of the periodic/final project 
reports? 

 
Special Reminder: the progress of compliance with the Ethics Review/Screening 
Requirements should be described in the Period/Final Project Reports under the Section 3.2.2 
'Work Progress and Achievements' 
 

 
 

Yes 
See 
Section 
3.2.2 of 
the 2nd 
Project 
Periodic 
Report, 
subsection 
titled 
“Ethics”. 

2.      Please indicate whether your project involved any of the following 
issues (tick box) : 

 

RESEARCH ON HUMANS 
• Did the project involve children?  NO 
• Did the project involve patients? NO 
• Did the project involve persons not able to give consent? NO 
• Did the project involve adult healthy volunteers? YES 
• Did the project involve Human genetic material? NO 
• Did the project involve Human biological samples? NO 
• Did the project involve Human data collection? NO 

RESEARCH ON HUMAN EMBRYO/FOETUS 
• Did the project involve Human Embryos? NO 
• Did the project involve Human Foetal Tissue / Cells? NO 
• Did the project involve Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)? NO 
• Did the project on human Embryonic Stem Cells involve cells in culture? NO 
• Did the project on human Embryonic Stem Cells involve the derivation of cells from 
Embryos? 

NO 

PRIVACY 
• Did the project involve processing of genetic information or personal data (eg. 

health, sexual lifestyle, ethnicity, political opinion, religious or philosophical 
conviction)? 

YES 

• Did the project involve tracking the location or observation of people? NO 
RESEARCH ON ANIMALS 

• Did the project involve research on animals? NO 
• Were those animals transgenic small laboratory animals? NO 
• Were those animals transgenic farm animals? NO 
• Were those animals cloned farm animals? NO 
• Were those animals non-human primates?  NO 

RESEARCH INVOLVING DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
• Did the project involve the use of local resources (genetic, animal, plant etc)? NO 
• Was the project of benefit to local community (capacity building, access to 

healthcare, education etc)? 
NO 

DUAL USE   
• Research having direct military use  No 
• Research having the potential for terrorist abuse No 
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C Workforce Statistics ALL 
3.       Workforce statistics for the project: Please indicate in the table below the 

number of people who worked on the project (on a headcount basis). 
Type of Position Number of Women Number of Men 

Scientific Coordinator   4 2 
Work package leaders  5 2 
Experienced researchers (i.e. PhD holders)  8 2 
PhD Students  3   
Other  1 2 

4. How many additional researchers (in companies and universities) 
were recruited specifically for this project? 

n/a 

Of which, indicate the number of men:  
 

 
 

D   Gender Aspects TRI 
5.        Did you carry out specific Gender Equality Actions under the 

project? 
 

¡ 
¡ 

Yes 
No  

6. Which of the following actions did you carry out and how effective were they?  
   Not at all 

 effective 
   Very 

effective 
 

  q Design and implement an equal opportunity policy ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ 
  q Set targets to achieve a gender balance in the 

workforce 
¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ 

  q Organise conferences and workshops on gender ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ 
  q Actions to improve work-life balance ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ 
  ¡ Other: TRACE Ethical policy framework 

7. Was there a gender dimension associated with the research content – i.e. wherever 
people were the focus of the research as, for example, consumers, users, patients or in trials, was 
the issue of gender considered and addressed? 

  ¡ Yes- please specify  
 

  ¡ No  

E Synergies with Science Education  

8.        Did your project involve working with students and/or school pupils (e.g. open 
days, participation in science festivals and events, prizes/competitions or joint 
projects)? 

  ¡ Yes- please specify  
 

  ¡ No 

9. Did the project generate any science education material (e.g. kits, websites, 
explanatory booklets, DVDs)?  

  ¡ Yes- please specify  
 

  ¡ No 
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15 Insert number from list below (Frascati Manual). 

F Interdisciplinarity 

10.     Which disciplines (see list below) are involved in your project?  
  ¡ Main discipline15: Social sciences/humanities 
  ¡ Associated discipline15: ¡   Associated discipline15: 

 

G Engaging with Civil society and policy makers 
11a        Did your project engage with societal actors beyond the 

research community?  (if 'No', go to Question 14) 
¡ 
¡ 

Yes 
No  

11b If yes, did you engage with citizens (citizens' panels / juries) or organised civil 
society (NGOs, patients' groups etc.)?  

  ¡ No 
  ¡ Yes- in determining what research should be performed  
  ¡ Yes - in implementing the research  
  ¡ Yes, in communicating /disseminating / using the results of the project 

11c In doing so, did your project involve actors whose role is mainly 
to organise the dialogue with citizens and organised civil society 
(e.g. professional mediator; communication company, science 
museums)? 

¡ 
¡ 

Yes 
No  

12.    Did you engage with government / public bodies or policy makers (including 
international organisations) 

  ¡ No 
  ¡ Yes- in framing the research agenda 
  ¡ Yes - in implementing the research agenda 
  ¡ Yes, in communicating /disseminating / using the results of the project 

13a Will the project generate outputs (expertise or scientific advice) which could be 
used by policy makers? 

  ¡ Yes – as a primary objective (please indicate areas below- multiple answers possible) 
  ¡ Yes – as a secondary objective (please indicate areas below - multiple answer possible) 
  ¡ No 

13b  If Yes, in which fields? 
Agriculture  
Audiovisual and Media  
Budget  
Competition  
Consumers  
Culture  
Customs  
Development Economic and 
Monetary Affairs  
Education, Training, Youth  
Employment and Social Affairs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy  
Enlargement  
Enterprise  
Environment  
External Relations 
External Trade 
Fisheries and Maritime Affairs  
Food Safety  
Foreign and Security Policy  
Fraud 
Humanitarian aid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human rights  
Information Society 
Institutional affairs  
Internal Market  
Justice, freedom and security  
Public Health  
Regional Policy  
Research and Innovation  
Space 
Taxation  
Transport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13c   If Yes, at which level? 
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16 Open Access is defined as free of charge access for anyone via Internet. 
17 For instance: classification for security project. 

  ¡ Local / regional levels 
  ¡ National level 
  ¡ European level 
  ¡ International level 

H Use and dissemination 

14.    How many Articles were published/accepted for 
publication in peer-reviewed journals?  

2 

To how many of these is open access16 provided? 0 

       How many of these are published in open access journals? 0 

       How many of these are published in open repositories? 0 

To how many of these is open access not provided? 2 

       Please check all applicable reasons for not providing open access:  
       q publisher's licensing agreement would not permit publishing in a 
repository 
       q no suitable repository available 
       q no suitable open access journal available 
       q no funds available to publish in an open access journal 
       q lack of time and resources 
       q lack of information on open access 
       q other17: …………… 

 

15. How many new patent applications (‘priority filings’) have 
been made?  ("Technologically unique": multiple applications for the same 
invention in different jurisdictions should be counted as just one application of 
grant). 

0 

16. Indicate how many of the following 
Intellectual Property Rights were applied 
for (give number in each box).   

Trademark 0 

Registered design  0 

Other 0 

17.    How many spin-off companies were created / are planned as a 
direct result of the project?  

0 

Indicate the approximate number of additional jobs in these companies: 0 

18.   Please indicate whether your project has a potential impact on employment, in 
comparison with the situation before your project:  

 q Increase in employment, or q In small & medium-sized enterprises 
 q Safeguard employment, or  q In large companies 
 q Decrease in employment,  q None of the above / not relevant to the project 
 q Difficult to estimate / not possible to 

quantify  
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b. Report on societal implications 
 
Replies to the following questions will assist the Commission to obtain statistics and 
indicators on societal and socio-economic issues addressed by projects. The questions are 
arranged in a number of key themes. As well as producing certain statistics, the replies will 
also help identify those projects that have shown a real engagement with wider societal issues, 
and thereby identify interesting approaches to these issues and best practices. The replies for 
individual projects will not be made public. 
 
 
 
 
 
Question F-10: Classification of Scientific Disciplines according to the Frascati Manual 2002 (Proposed 
Standard Practice for Surveys on Research and Experimental Development, OECD 2002): 
 
FIELDS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
1. NATURAL SCIENCES 

19.   For your project partnership please estimate the employment 
effect resulting directly from your participation in Full Time 
Equivalent (FTE = one person working fulltime for a year) jobs: 

 
 
 
Difficult to estimate / not possible to quantify 

Indicate figure: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
q 

I Media and Communication to the general public 

20. As part of the project, were any of the beneficiaries professionals in 
communication or media relations? 

  ¡ Yes ¡ No 

21. As part of the project, have any beneficiaries received professional media / 
communication training / advice to improve communication with the general 
public? 

  ¡ Yes ¡ No 

22 Which of the following have been used to communicate information about your 
project to the general public, or have resulted from your project?  

 q Press Release q Coverage in specialist press 
 q Media briefing q Coverage in general (non-specialist) press  
 q TV coverage / report q Coverage in national press  
 q Radio coverage / report q Coverage in international press 
 q Brochures /posters / flyers  q Website for the general public / internet 
 q DVD /Film /Multimedia q Event targeting general public (festival, conference, 

exhibition, science café) 

23 In which languages are the information products for the general public produced?  

 q Language of the coordinator q English 
 q Other language(s)   
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1.1  Mathematics and computer sciences [mathematics and other allied fields: computer sciences and other 
allied subjects (software development only; hardware development should be classified in the 
engineering fields)] 

1.2 Physical sciences (astronomy and space sciences, physics and other allied subjects)  
1.3 Chemical sciences (chemistry, other allied subjects) 
1.4  Earth and related environmental sciences (geology, geophysics, mineralogy, physical geography and 

other geosciences, meteorology and other atmospheric sciences including climatic research, 
oceanography, vulcanology, palaeoecology, other allied sciences) 

1.5 Biological sciences (biology, botany, bacteriology, microbiology, zoology, entomology, genetics, 
biochemistry, biophysics, other allied sciences, excluding clinical and veterinary sciences) 

 
2 ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
2.1 Civil engineering (architecture engineering, building science and engineering, construction engineering, 

municipal and structural engineering and other allied subjects) 
2.2 Electrical engineering, electronics [electrical engineering, electronics, communication engineering and 

systems, computer engineering (hardware only) and other allied subjects] 
2.3. Other engineering sciences (such as chemical, aeronautical and space, mechanical, metallurgical and 

materials engineering, and their specialised subdivisions; forest products; applied sciences such as 
geodesy, industrial chemistry, etc.; the science and technology of food production; specialised 
technologies of interdisciplinary fields, e.g. systems analysis, metallurgy, mining, textile technology 
and other applied subjects) 

 
3. MEDICAL SCIENCES 
3.1  Basic medicine (anatomy, cytology, physiology, genetics, pharmacy, pharmacology, toxicology, 

immunology and immunohaematology, clinical chemistry, clinical microbiology, pathology) 
3.2 Clinical medicine (anaesthesiology, paediatrics, obstetrics and gynaecology, internal medicine, surgery, 

dentistry, neurology, psychiatry, radiology, therapeutics, otorhinolaryngology, ophthalmology) 
3.3 Health sciences (public health services, social medicine, hygiene, nursing, epidemiology) 
 
4. AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES 
4.1 Agriculture, forestry, fisheries and allied sciences (agronomy, animal husbandry, fisheries, forestry, 

horticulture, other allied subjects) 
4.2 Veterinary medicine 
 
5. SOCIAL SCIENCES 
5.1 Psychology 
5.2 Economics 
5.3 Educational sciences (education and training and other allied subjects) 
5.4 Other social sciences [anthropology (social and cultural) and ethnology, demography, geography 

(human, economic and social), town and country planning, management, law, linguistics, political 
sciences, sociology, organisation and methods, miscellaneous social sciences and interdisciplinary , 
methodological and historical S1T activities relating to subjects in this group. Physical anthropology, 
physical geography and psychophysiology should normally be classified with the natural sciences]. 

 
6. HUMANITIES 
6.1 History (history, prehistory and history, together with auxiliary historical disciplines such as 

archaeology, numismatics, palaeography, genealogy, etc.) 
6.2 Languages and literature (ancient and modern) 
6.3 Other humanities [philosophy (including the history of science and technology) arts, history of art, art 

criticism, painting, sculpture, musicology, dramatic art excluding artistic "research" of any kind, 
religion, theology, other fields and subjects pertaining to the humanities, methodological, historical and 
other S1T activities relating to the subjects in this group]  
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6. FINAL REPORT ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION  

 
 
This report shall be submitted to the Commission within 30 days after receipt of the final 
payment of the European Union financial contribution. 
 
 

Report on the distribution of the European Union financial contribution 
between beneficiaries 
 
 
Name of beneficiary Final amount of EU contribution per 

beneficiary in Euros 
1.  
2.  
  
n  
  
Total    

 


