
Summary of the SATORI project 

The SATORI project aims to develop a common European framework for the ethical assessment of 

research and innovation (R&I). It is a 45-month project comprising 17 partners from 13 European 

countries, including an intergovernmental organization. The project was launched in January 2014. 

The project gathers private and public stakeholders from Europe and beyond in an intensive process 

of research and dialogue regarding the ethical assessment of research and innovation, both actors 

who engage in ethics assessment themselves and those who otherwise have a stake in it. Examples 

of actors involved in the design and implementation of research and innovation ethics assessment 

are research ethics committees, national ethics committees, governmental councils, research 

funding organizations, professional organizations for scientists and engineers, civil society 

organisations, and industry. The ethical issues involved in ethics assessment of R&I include issues 

related to human subjects research, animal experimentation, scientific integrity, social responsibility, 

environmental and social impacts, and impacts on human rights, amongst others. 

The SATORI project aims to identify common principles, protocols, procedures and best practices for 

ethics assessment, and to identify areas where different approaches are necessary. It aims to 

achieve mutual learning between different stakeholders so as to advance the practices of, and 

appreciation for, ethics assessment of research and innovation. Its results would not only strengthen 

ethics assessments overall, but would also contribute to more responsible processes and outcomes 

of research and innovation. 

We formulate our main objective as follows: Development of a framework for ethics assessment of 

R&I, consisting of common basic ethical principles and joint approaches and practices that are 

supported and shared by all the main actors involved in the design and application of research 

ethics, ethics of technology and innovation standards and principles, including scientists, regulators, 

civil society, industrial actors, public bodies, research ethics committees in the Member States, 

relevant international bodies and other stakeholders in society, including the public. 

Our project is distinct in considering for this purpose both research and innovation, and all scientific 

fields (both the natural sciences, engineering sciences, medical and life sciences, social sciences and 

humanities) and all actors who engage in ethics assessment (research ethics committees, national 

ethics committees, government actors, industry, CSOs, etc.). We also consider approaches within 

different countries (in the EU and associated states, the US and China, in particular) and we pay 

special attention to developing better approaches for giving shape to social responsibility and 

considering social and environmental impacts in ethics assessment, in what we call “ethical impact 

assessment”. 

During the first period of the project, months 1–18, the emphasis has been on dialogue, mutual 

learning, and the collection of data about the way in which ethics assessment is actually practiced by 

different organizations, in different fields, and in different countries, as well as the constraints 

imposed on ethics assessment through legal developments and developments in globalization. 

During the second phase of the project, months 18-36, the emphasis has been on creating 

frameworks for good practices in ethics assessment, including proposals for the development of 

ethics assessment units, the protocols of these units, and recommendations for specific types of 



organisations and scientific fields. In addition, our aims were to standardise our framework and to 

devise recommendations for assessing the risk-benefit and impact of ethics assessment. 

In the remaining months, our emphasis will be on further testing and finalising our work on general 

principles and frameworks for ethics assessment in the EU, on communicating our proposals, and on 

ensuring the sustainability (heritage) of the work carried out in the SATORI project. 

A further description of the SATORI project, as well as approved deliverables so far, can be found at 

http://www.satoriproject.eu. 


