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CRESSI Project EC Periodic Report 
 

 
 

 

Section 1: Publishable summary 
 

1.1 Summary of CRESSI context and objectives 
 
The CRESSI project explores the economic underpinnings of social innovation, with a particular 

focus on how policy and practice can enhance the lives of the most marginalized and disempowered 

citizens in society. The four year project was initiated in February 2014. It has already resulted in 

the publication of a series of working papers based on project deliverables, which are all publicly 

available on the CRESSI website ( http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/cressi ). 

 

Overall, the CRESSI project takes an institutionalist view of the key issues when exploring the 

drivers and structures that lead to marginalization and disempowerment. This research also aims to 

set out how interventions drawing on social innovation can address major economic, social and 

power imbalances and inequalities. The project draws upon three interlinked strands of theory to 

provide an overarching conceptual framework: Beckert’s social grid model; Sen’s capabilities 

approach; and Mann’s analysis of institutional power structures and their enactments.  

 

The main research work packages focus on: establishing an economic theory and context for social 

innovation across the EU; contextualizing social innovation within established research and practice 

on technological innovation; exploring emergent social innovation ecosystems and lifecycles; 

setting out effective policy agendas and instruments for fostering social innovation; and establishing 

good practice metrics for capturing the impact of social innovation.  

 

The conceptual and theoretical elements of the project will be tested and revised with a rigorous 

programme of empirical data collection and analyses. This will encompass qualitative case studies 

and linked quantitative analyses, with a focus on key topic areas across several EU Member States 

that can inform the EU-wide (including European Commission) debates on building smart 

economies that reduce inequality and socio-economic marginalisation. 

 

In addition, discrete work packages focus on the overall management of the project and the 

dissemination of its key findings and contributions.  

 

 

Grant Agreement number: 613261 

Project acronym: CRESSI 

Project title: Creating Economic Space for Social Innovation 

Funding Scheme: Collaborative project 

Date of latest version of Annex I against which the assessment will be made: 2013-09-18 

Periodic report: 1
st

 

Period covered: from  February 2014  to 31 July 2015 
Name, title and organisation of the scientific representative of the project's coordinator: 

Prof.  Alex Nicholls, Chancellor, Master and Scholars of the University of Oxford 

Tel: +44 (0)1865 278811 / E-mail: alex.nicholls@sbs.ox.ac.uk 

Project website address: http://www.sbs.oxford.edu/cressi 
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1.2 Description of the work performed since the beginning of the CRESSI project and 

the main results achieved 

 

The CRESSI project brings together eight partners, from seven EU countries: 
 

Site No. Abbreviation Full title 

1 UOXF University of Oxford (UK) 

2 EMAUG The University of Greifswald (Germany) 

3 TU Delft Delft University of Technology (Netherlands) 

4 UHEI Heidelberg University (Germany) 

5 UNIPV University of Pavia (Italy) 

6 AIT Austrian Institute of Technology (Austria) 

7 UTA University of Tampere (Finland) 

8 CERS-HAS Hungarian Academy of Sciences (Hungary) 

 
There are ten CRESSI work packages, including one (Work Package 9) on internal project 

management. In the course of this first reporting period, one work package (Work Package 1) was 

completely finalised and another (Work Package 2) almost completed. Work on a further five work 

packages is currently ongoing (Work Packages 3, 4, 6, 7 and 10). Work on the remaining two work 

packages (Work Packages 5 and 8) will not be initiated until later in the project. 

 
In the first 18 months of the project (1 February 2014 to 31 July 2015), CRESSI published online a 

series of 23 working papers, based on the completed project deliverables that were submitted to 

the EC (see Table 1 below). 

 

Further details on completed project milestones and deliverables can be found at the end of this 

report (see Tables 15 to 18) 

 
In this reporting period, the main progress can be summarised as follows: 

 

 Work Package 1 (Economics, Institutions and Social Innovation: Theory and Practice in 

Terms of the Vulnerable and Marginalised) was completely finalised. All Work Package 1 

deliverables (D1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 and 1.5) were completed as planned and submitted to the 

EC. The finalised reports were published as a series of working papers on the CRESSI 

website (see Table 1 below). 

 For Work Package 2 (Integrated Case-Studies - Qualitative), a case study common 

template was finalised in 2014 (Task 2.1). One of the Work Package deliverables (D2.1 - 

three comprehensive case studies) was also completely finalised and submitted to the EC. A 

summary from this report was also made available on the CRESSI website (see Table 2 

below). Work on the second deliverable (D2.2) is nearing completion, with three of the four 

individual case studies completed during the reporting period. Thus, to date six case studies 

have been finalised following the common template: three comprehensive case studies 

(Deliverable D2.1) and three individual case studies (D2.2). The final individual case study 

is in the process of being revised and it is anticipated that Deliverable D2.2 will be 

completely finalised by the end of September 2015. 

 For Work Package 3 (Measurement Approaches to Capturing Social Innovation Impact), 

four deliverables were completed as planned and submitted to the EC. Two of these 

deliverables have also been published as working papers on the CRESSI website (see Table 

1 below): a report on training material on accounting (D3.2); and a methodology - template 
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(D3.5). Another deliverable, Synthetic Grid (D3.1), will also be published on the CRESSI 

website later in 2015. It is anticipated that material from Deliverable D3.3 will be published 

as part of the CERS-HAS Discussion Paper series. 

 Work on Work Package 4 (Social Versus Technological Innovation) was also initiated in 

the reporting period and is progressing well. The first Work Package 4 deliverable, (D4.1 - 

Report on social versus technological innovation and their co-evolution) is expected to be 

completed by the end of October 2015. 

 As part of the work on Work Package 6 (Policy Analysis), CRESSI held an EU seminar in 

London, hosted by the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts 

(NESTA), on 6
th

 May 2015 (Deliverable 6.2). A full meeting report was submitted to the EC 

and has also been made available on the CRESSI website (see Table 2 below). In addition, 

another deliverable (D6.1) was completed as planned and submitted to the EC in the 

reporting period, and has also been published online as a series of seven working papers (see 

Table 1 below). 

 Work Package 8 (Synthesis). In advance of the initiation of this Work Package, work has 

advanced on preparing for a special issue of the Journal of Human Development and 

Capabilities (Deliverable D8.3). A call for papers for this special edition has been initiated, 

with a deadline of 15
th

 October 2015.
1
 

 Work Package 10 (Dissemination). A newsletter regularly reports on CRESSI publications 

and events
2
. To date, five CRESSI newsletters have been sent out

3
. The CRESSI project was 

presented at a thematic session of the HDCA (Human Development and Capability 

Association) Conference in Athens (2-5 September 2014). The case study on social housing 

(from Work Package 2) was presented by Susanne Giesecke (AIT) at the EUSpri Network 

Conference (10-12 June 2015) in Helsinki and at the SASE conference (2-4 July 2015) in 

London. A revised version of the CRESSI approach, including first results from case studies 

(from Work Package 2), will be presented in several papers at the ISIRC 2015 Conference in 

York (6-8 September 2015). The social innovation toolkit for youth was developed in 

collaboration with the European Rivers Network and national partners
4
. It is available in 

English, French, German and Italian and has been used by 120 teams from 28 countries. An 

evaluation report is planned for October 2015.  A thematic group on innovation, technology 

and design has been started at the HDCA, and a first webinar on social housing is planned in 

October 2015, thereby bringing a CRESSI case study to the critical attention of the HDCA 

community. 

 

  

                                                           
1
 Call for papers: http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/ideas-impact/research-projects/cressi/news/call-papers 

2
 For details see Table 11 of this report. 

3
 The newsletter content can also be accessed online, here: http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/faculty-research/research-

projects/cressi/cressi-newsletter 
4
 For further details, see: http://en.bigjumpchallenge.net/toolbox_english.html 
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Table 1: List of published CRESSI working papers 

 

Deliverable 

No. 

CRESSI 

Working 

Paper 

No. 

Chapter 

No.** 

Title* 

1.1 -- -- Report on institutions, social innovation & system dynamics 

from the perspective of the marginalized (Eds. C. Houghton 

Budd, C.W.M. Naastepad, and C. van Beers) – NB. The 

chapters of this report are published as separate working 

papers 

1 1 Introduction" (C. Houghton Budd, C.W.M. Naastepad, and 

C. van Beers) 

2 2 An extended social grid model for the study of 

marginalization processes and social innovation" (Alex 

Nicholls and Rafael Ziegler) 

3 3 How can Sen’s ‘Capabilities Approach’ contribute to 

understanding the role of social innovations for the 

marginalised?" (E. Chiappero and N. von Jacobi) 

4 4 Beckert, Sen and Finance. A response to marginalisation 

mindful of today’s prevailing monetary and financial 

environment" (C. Houghton Budd and C.W.M. Naastepad)  

5 5 How does economic sociology enrich the ‘Capabilities 

Approach’ to social innovation?  (Th. Scheuerle, G. Schimpf, 

and G. Mildenberger) 

6 6 How can Resilience theory inform social innovation for the 

marginalised (J. Lodemann and R. Ziegler)  

7 7 Resilience and Financial Literacy" (C. Houghton Budd) 

-- 8 Forms of power, European empires and globalisations. 

Michael Mann’s The Sources of Social Power and beyond" 

(R. Heiskala)  

8 9 How does the analysis of Mann enrich the ‘Capabilities 

Approach’ to social innovation?  (J. Lodemann) 

9 10 Relating Mann’s conception to CRESSI"  (R. Heiskala)  

10 11 From ‘Common Framework’ to measurement and analysis" 

(C. Houghton Budd, C.W.M. Naastepad, and C. van Beers) 

1.2 11 -- Policy Brief: Re-assessing social innovation to tackle 

marginalisation (Alex Nicholls and Daniel Edmiston) – based 

on D1.1 

1.3 12 -- Report contrasting CRESSI's approach to Social Innovation 

with that of Neoclassical Economics  

1.4 13 -- Policy Brief: CRESSI’s approach to social innovation: 

Lessons for Europe 2020" (Alex Nicholls and Daniel 

Edmiston) - based on D1.3 

3.1 14 -- Synthetic Grid: A critical framework to inform the 

development of social innovation metrics (Alex Nicholls)  
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3.2 15 -- Training material on accounting: A summary table analysing 

different data collection methods that highlights the 

advantages and disadvantages of each tool in terms of 

capturing social innovation impacts (C. Houghton Budd) 

3.5 16 -- Toolkit (Methodology) (Nadia von Jacobi, Enrica Chiappero-

Martinetti, Toa Giroletti, Lara Maestripieri and Flavio 

Ceravolo) 

6.1 -- -- Public Policy, Social Innovation and Marginalisation:  

EU Member State Policy Survey Report (Daniel Edmiston) 

(published as seven working papers) 

17 1 Executive Summary of an EU Social Innovation Policy 

Survey. 

18 2 EU Public Policy, Social Innovation and Marginalisation: 

Reconciling ambitions with policy instruments (Edmiston, 

D.) 

19 3 The UK Social Innovation Policy Agenda. Oxford: 

University of Oxford (Edmiston, D.) 

20 4 The Social Innovation Policy Agenda in Germany (Edmiston, 

D.) 

21 5 Social Innovation Policy in Hungary (Edmiston, D.) 

22 6 Social Innovation Policy in Finland (Aro, J. and Heiskala, R.) 

23 7 The Italian Social Innovation Policy Agenda (Edmiston, D.) 

*All Working Papers are downloadable from the CRESSI website: 

 http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/cressi/publications 

**The chapters of Deliverable D1.1 were published individually. Chapter 8 is not yet available 

online as it is to be published as a book chapter (forthcoming). 

 

 

Table 2: List of published CRESSI summary reports 

 

Deliverable 

No. 

Title 

2.1 Summary Report on Deliverable 2.1: Evidence base of three comprehensive case 

studies following a common template 
5
 

6.2 D6.2: EU Level Policy Seminar Report. Report on the CRESSI Seminar held on 5th 

May 2014 at NESTA, London, “EU Public Policy, Social Innovation and 

Marginalisation: Reconciling ambitions with policy instruments”
6
 

 

 

  

                                                           
5
 CRESSI, “Summary Report on Deliverable 2.1: Evidence base of three comprehensive case studies following a 

common template”. Available on the CRESSI website at: http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/ideas-impact/research-

projects/cressi/deliverables/summary-deliverable-21 
6
 CRESSI, “D6.2: EU Level Policy Seminar Report, Report on the CRESSI Seminar held on 5th May 2014 at NESTA, 

London: EU Public Policy, Social Innovation and Marginalisation: Reconciling ambitions with policy instruments”.  

Available on the CRESSI website at: http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/research-projects/CRESSI/docs/D6.2-

cressi-seminar-summary.pdf 

http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/cressi/publications
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1.3 Expected final results of the CRESSI Project and their potential impact and use 

 
In the final year of the four-year CRESSI Project, the main findings and outputs arising from all the 

other completed work packages will be analysed and compiled by work conducted in Work Package 

8 (Synthesis), with the aim to:  

 

 reassess the social grid conceptual framework in the light of the results of the project’s 

empirical work (in Work Packages 2 and 7) and to draw final conclusions regarding the 

creation of a fair economic space, favourable for social innovation; and  

 make policy recommendations for promoting a fair economic space for social innovation.  

 

The main anticipated outputs from this process are summarised below. Although these outputs are 

not planned until towards the end of the four year project (from late 2017), some progress can 

already be reported at this stage: 

 

(1) Project book (Deliverable D8.1) 

The project book will include the final version of the theoretical framework used in the project, 

incorporating Beckert’s social grid framework, the capabilities approach and Mann’s reflections 

upon power relations, along with the key findings of the various work packages. In the first 18 

months of the project, all tasks in Work Package 1 have been completed. Taken together, these 

tasks provide the conceptual basis for the project as a whole, as well as the analytic frameworks 

with which the empirical data to be collected in the course of the project will be tested and 

evaluated. Later in the project, the results of the data analysis will be reflected back to enhance and 

extend theory development, which will form the basis for the project book. 

 

(2) Strategic policy recommendations (Deliverable D8.2):  

A second main output at the end of the project will be a set of final recommendations aimed at 

policy makers, civil society actors and intermediaries, differentiated according to the three levels of 

social innovation. In the first 18 months of the project, work has already started in engaging with 

policy makers (at the national and EU levels) and developing policy questions: 

 

 On 6th May 2015, CRESSI partners at the University of Oxford held an EU level policy 

seminar (Deliverable D6.2), hosted by NESTA in Central London. The seminar was well 

attended by academics, practitioners, independent consultants and representatives from think 

tanks and umbrella body organisations. Prior to the event, confirmed delegates were sent a 

summary of the material to be covered during the seminar and were asked to consider a core 

set of questions pertaining to CRESSI’s research programme, in particular the work to be 

undertaken as part of Work Package 6.  

 In March 2015, CRESSI published a Policy Brief (Deliverable D1.4) on “CRESSI’s 

approach to social innovation: lessons for Europe 2020”
7
. The Policy Brief has since been 

widely disseminated via Social Innovation Europe
8
, and sent to relevant practitioners and 

stakeholders within the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Social Inclusion in the 

European Commission. Positive feedback and dialogue has been received from the Director 

of Europe 2020: Social Policies (Dr Lieve Fransen), the Director of Social Protection and 

                                                           
7
 CRESSI Policy Brief (Deliverable D1.4), “CRESSI’s approach to social innovation: lessons for Europe 2020”. 

Available on the CRESSI website at: http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/research-

projects/CRESSI/docs/CRESSI_Working_Paper_13_D1.4_16Mar2015.pdf 
8
 Social Innovation Europe: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/socialinnovationeurope/en 
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Activation Systems (Ralf Jacob) and from the Director of Social Inclusion and Poverty 

Reduction (Stefan Olsson). 

 

 

(3) A Special Issue of the Journal of Human Development and Capabilities (Deliverable D8.3) 

It is anticipated that the special issue, which will specifically focus on social innovation and 

capabilities, will be published in Autumn 2017. In the first 18 months of this project, good progress 

has been made towards this goal. It has been agreed that this special issue will explore the 

conceptual foundations of social innovation from a human development perspective, with a specific 

focus on those social innovations aimed to improve the capabilities of marginalized and 

disempowered groups. A call for papers for the special issue has been initiated, with a deadline of 

15
th

 October 2015.
9
  

 

                                                           
9
 Call for Papers:  http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/ideas-impact/research-projects/cressi/news/call-papers 


