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	1. Overview of activities to be carried out


1.1
Executive Summary
The INFRA/ERA 2003 conference has been organized in collaboration with ESFRI (the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures) by Sincrotrone Trieste and Area Science Park.
The conference has confirmed Research Infrastructures as a basic element for the construction of the European Research Area, being Centres of Excellence for  benchmarking and competition both in producing new high quality knowledge and for  training, increasing and attracting  human resources.
The discussion of infrastructures of very different sectors, such as: Environment, Human and Socio-Economic Sciences, Materials and Biomaterials Science and Technology, Data Transmission and Elaboration, has shown that the contribution of infrastructures to the start and continuous growth of new extensive Technological Platforms, as the World Wide Web, Genomics and Postgenomics, Nanotechnologies and New Materials, and to the birth of new specific platforms like that of Free Electron Lasers (FEL), are a strategic and decisive element for the economic growth, being at the base of new industral sectors with the most durable and highest growth dynamics in the last fifty years.
The discussion on the present perspectives for the management and financial support of research in Europe has indicated that, thanks to the new initiatives of the Commission and of the Presidency, ERA is strengthening. A number of new developments are particularly appreciated, as the EIB intervention in Research, the opening of new Community instruments as the TransEuropean Network Research (TEN-Research), the proposed founding of the European Research Council, the results reached by ESFRI, and the activities of other Institutions as the European Science Foundation and EURAB in  Science Policy Advice.
From the above emerges that the process of integrating and building  an European policy in infrastructures, initiated with the Strasbourg 2000 Conference, supporting the growth of a network able to compete at world level, is proceeding in an effective way also through ESFRI and is producing the first important results. From this derives a strong indication towards a strengthening of ESFRI’s role.
Within the results of ESFRI specific steps have been made towards a coordination of the resources in the field of Marine Sciences, in defining an European Road Map in the field of Neutron Spectroscopy, in the proposal of a TEN in the FEL facilities, and in the first start of a coordination in the field of Socioeconomic Sciences. In particular, the proposal of a TEN-Research in FELs has reached a high quality and  technical maturity, offering a strong complementarity and synergy between national resources, including New Member States, and with Community Programmes.

A possible weakness of Europe has emerged in Postgenomics, in which the very fast evolution of the necessary infrastructures requires an exceptional concentration of efforts which must be flexible and differentiated. It is felt that this aspect should be considered urgently.
The Conference has been concluded by the Minister Moratti, who confirmed the strong will to proceed in the actions supporting the growth of the ERA and to start as soon as possible those “Quick Start Projects” which demonstrate highest maturity and socioeconomic impact. She also announced that Italy will contribute to the growth of the infrastructures network by an early start of its FEL project and opening it to international collaboration.
The Conference participants were over 300, directors of the research ministries of EU Countries including new member States, and managers of national and international research infrastructures.

1.2
Management Activity

1.2.1 Management tasks

The project was carried out by resorting to the well established expertise of the two participants in managing conference organization.

This included access to updated mailing lists, treatment of databases, ICT competencies, knowledge of services available on the territory, experience in dealing with high level scientific officers at national and international level.
The list of the personnel involved in this activity includes

- F. Antonangeli, M. Bertolo, F. Bottaro: general management.
- A. Santelli, M. Skabar: management of the financial and accounting aspects.

The structure of the conference has been agreed upon intensive consultation with the Internal Advisory Committee which included, among others, high level representatives of the European institutions, including P. Kind (Director at EC-DG Research), H. Chang (Chair of ESFRI) and H. Nowotny (Chair of EURAB). It was subject to several refinements with the aim of keeping up with changes in the international scenario, such as the opening of ESFRI to the new Member States and the availability of new financial instruments for research in the EU (EIB TEN).
1.3
Other Activities
1.3.1 Organization of the conference
1.3.1.1 List of participating contractors
ST – 1

AREA – 2

The list of the personnel involved in this activity includes:

- R. Gioppo, M. Nadalin, A. Pertosi: preparation of the mailing list for the invitations.
- S. Deiuri, I. Andrian: creation and maintenance of the conference web site.

- C. Allocchio, P. Michelini: preparation of the network and of the informatics equipment c/o the conference site, in particular of the stands for the GÉANT and Grid demos.

- M. Pacovich: chauffer and light dispatch delivery service.

- A. Accettulli and D. Fonda: logistical services.
- R. Agosti, L. Brattoli: general coordination between the two participating contractors.
- R. Skabar: secretarial support.

1.3.1.2 Progress made and achievements
The invitation was sent to a selected, yet extended, mailing list of over 1500 potential participants. The mailing list was defined in close collaboration with the EC – DG Research (M. Malacarne) and included, among others,
- representatives of the DG Research
- all members of ESFRI (including the ones from the new Member States)

- all members of EURAB

- representatives of all EIROforum members

- representatives of major European Research Infrastructures

- representatives of ESF

- representatives of ERCEG

- representatives of the EIB
- all members of the Research and Finance working groups of the European

  Parliament
- representatives of the European embassies in Italy
- representatives of the Italian research institutions.

A web site (http://www.elettra.trieste.it/infraera2003/) was set up, and continuously updated, to provide the information about the conference such as the background, the objectives and the programme. The web site included also the form for the registration (more than 300 participants registered) as well as practical information for the arrival and the accomodation. The assistance for the hotel reservations was provided by our secretariat, identified as “subcontractor” in paragraph 1.2.1 below. For this task, we selected the local company “the office” (http://www.theoffice.it/) with whom we had a positive record of successes in organizing international conferences of larger size and complexity than the present one (e.g.: http://www.elettra.trieste.it/icalepcs99/ or http://www.elettra.trieste.it/vuv13/).
The first part of the Conference has described five examples of particular relevance, in the Field of Humanities (libraries and data banks, in the frame of  growth of the amount of information, in all scientific fields, which needs to be stored, maintained and made retrievable, integratinge the continuous growth of paper-based information with the even faster growth of informatic-supported data), Environment (the Earth observation with space based platforms, integrated with terrestrial networks and data eleboration and interpretation), Biological (the growth and continuous renewal of infrastructures for Genomics and Postgenomics in particular the Bioinformatics), Materials-Biomaterials and Nanostructures Sciences and Technology (infrastructures for nanoanalisys and synthesis of new materials and products developed from the molecular level, as the Free Electron Laser and Neutron Spectroscopy etc.), Data transmission and Elaboration (GRID and GEANT projects). 
The speakers and the chairs of the technical sessions (J. Wood, A. Podaire, L. Brindley, Y. Petroff, H. Dosch, F. Kafatos), which had been selected upon consultation with the International Advisory Committee, honoured their good fame of skill in holding very high-profile presentations, giving an information integrating technical elements with indications on Research Policy in the light of the multiannual planning necessary to maintain European competitivity.

Indications have emerged indicating a very strong European position in many fields, but also some weaknesses, in particular the lack of a strong European project in Postgenomics infrastructures, which are evolving very rapidly and deeply changing within a five year cycle.

The technical part has been followed by a discussion on several recent developments in Resarch Policy, opened by statements of Commissioner P. Busquin (who indicated the opportunity to strengthen the ESFRI role and has underlined the role of the Italian Presidency in putting forward the EIB involvement and the proposal of the Quick Start Projects). The next speakers were top rank executives of all European institutions who play or will play a key role in shaping the European Research Area. The first session allowed to focus more deeply the EIB intervention (speaker: EIB Vice-President G. Genuardi), the positive expectations towards the proposed founding of the European Research Council (speaker: M. Flensted-Jensen, Vice-Chair of ERCEG) and the expectations of New Member States in the development of a policy in infrastructure (speaker: N. Kroo, Secretary General of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences). A second session (chaired by H. Nowotny, Chair of EURAB) has been dedicated to the presentation of the first annual report of ESFRI (speaker: H. Chang, Chair of ESFRI) and its discussion with the contribution of the European Science Foundation (speaker: Enric Banda, ESF Secretary General) and of the European Avisory Body (speaker: C. Cesarsky - EURAB), integrated by opinions expressed by conference participants. This discussion has indicated the opportunity to strengthen the advice and coordinating role of ESFRI. 

The final session has been opened by a statement of the research Minister Deniozos from Greece underlining the importance of a longer term emphasis on infrastructures, involving also the presidencies of Ireland and the Netherlands. The main part of this session has consisted in the conclusions of  research Minister Moratti from Italy, who has underlined the main aspects developed during the italian presidency as well as some perspectives of growth for Italian research. These remarks have been concluded with the announcement that Italy intends to start a FEL project, open to international collaboration, based on the very high know-how existing in Italy, in particular in Trieste and Frascati.

In the opening session and in parallel to the conference, the President of the local Region, Illy, has first announced that the regional government will support financially the realization of the FEL in Trieste, and has signed with Minister Moratti an expression of interest to strengthen the common actions in research between the State and the Region in the field of Research.
The indications and conclusions deriving from this conference give strong support to the initiatives for the growth of ERA launched by the Commission and under the Italian Presidency, in particular those on the availability of the new financial instruments for research in the EU (EIB TEN) and underline the strong strategic relevance of ESFRI.

1.3.1.3 Milestones and deliverables

Milestones

Deadline for applications

The first deadline was set on September 15th, 2003. Afterwards, we extended it to October 10th, 2003.

Define GÉANT and Grid connections for demonstration

This was accomplished on October 10th, 2003 after a series of contacts with GARR (the Italian network of University and Scientific Research).

Conference

It took place on November 21st, 2003.

Deliverables

Conference, Grid/GÉANT demonstration, posters

The conference took place on November 21st, 
2003. The conference was paralleled (in the reception hall) by the Grid/GÉANT demonstration and the posters exhibition.
1.3.2 Dissemination
1.3.2.1 List of participating contractors
AREA – 2

The list of the personnel involved in this activity includes:

- R. Agosti and L. Brattoli: preparation of the proceedings and interaction with the media promoters.

1.3.2.2 Progress made and achievements
The proceedings (available both on CD and on the web site of the conference: http://www.elettra.trieste.it/infraera2003/) have been issued with an appealing multimedial format which is meant to reach the broadest possible public (via web) and to attract the highest possible attention.
Professionals have been involved as consultants in order to ensure a timely press and media coverage to the event. Just to mention a highlight, an excerpt of the concluding remarks by the Italian Research Minister was published on the “Il Sole 24 ore” (the most important financial newspaper in Italy).
1.3.2.3 Milestones and deliverables

Milestones

Activate proceedings on-line 
and send proceedings CD to participants and interested parties.

Achieved during April 2004.

Deliverables

Web site with proceedings and CD for mail dissemination

Achieved during April 2004.

1.4
Database Report
See attached Annex 1.
	2. Use and dissemination of knowledge


Already described in section 1.3.2.
	Annexes 


Annex 1 – Database Report (section 1.4)

Period covered:  01/09/2003 – 30/04/2004
Project Objectives
The INFRA/ERA 2003 conference was conceived as a follow-up of the “Research Infrastructures Conference” held in Strasbourg in September 2000. Its objective was to assess the present and future role of the research infrastructures in the construction of the European Research Area, and to further a common EU and Member States policy in their support, as initiated by the European Strategic Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI)
The conference was meant to underline the results obtained by research infrastructures in the development of common cultural and research areas, with a particular reference to the role they play in promoting a wider interaction extending to new Member Countries and to new modes of financing their construction and access.

The location of the conference close to the border between present and new Member States was chosen as a proper frame for the opening of ESFRI to the new Members.

Project Achievements
The INFRA/ERA 2003 conference has confirmed Research Infrastructures as a basic element for the construction of the European Research Area, being Centres of Excellence for  benchmarking and competition both in producing new high quality knowledge and for  training, increasing and attracting  human resources.
The discussion of infrastructures of very different sectors, such as: Environment, Human and Socio-Economic Sciences, Materials and Biomaterials Science and Technology, Data Transmission and Elaboration, has shown that the contribution of infrastructures to the start and continuous growth of new extensive Technological Platforms, as the World Wide Web, Genomics and Postgenomics, Nanotechnologies and New Materials, and to the birth of new specific platforms like that of Free Electron Lasers (FEL), are a strategic and decisive element for the economic growth, being at the base of new industral sectors with the most durable and highest growth dynamics in the last fifty years.

The discussion on the present perspectives for the management and financial support of research in Europe has indicated that, thanks to the new initiatives of the Commission and of the Presidency, ERA is strengthening. A number of new developments are particularly appreciated, as the EIB intervention in Research, the opening of new Community instruments as the TransEuropean Network Research (TEN-Research), the proposed founding of the European Research Council, the results reached by ESFRI, and the activities of other Institutions as the European Science Foundation and EURAB in  Science Policy Advice.

From the above emerges that the process of integrating and building  an european policy in infrastructures, initiated with the Strasbourg 2000 Conference, supporting the growth of a network able to compete at world level, is proceeding in an effective way also through ESFRI and is producing the first important results. From this derives a strong indication towards a strengthening of ESFRI’s role.

Within the results of ESFRI specific steps have been made towards a coordination of the resources in the field of Marine Sciences, in defining an European Road Map in the field of Neutron Spectroscopy, in the proposal of a TEN in the FEL facilities, and in the first start of a coordination in the field of Socioeconomic Sciences. In particular, the proposal of a TEN-Research in FELs has reached a high quality and  technical maturity, offering a strong complementarity and synergy between national resources, including New Member States, and with Community Programmes.

A possible weakness of Europe has emerged in Postgenomics, in which the very fast evolution of the necessary infrastructures requires an exceptional concentration of efforts which must be flexible and differentiated. It is felt that this aspect should be considered urgently.

The Conference has been concluded by the Minister Moratti, who confirmed the strong will to proceed in the actions supporting the growth of the ERA and to start as soon as possible those “Quick Start Projects” which demonstrate highest maturity and socioeconomic impact. She also announced that Italy will contribute to the growth of the infrastructures network by an early start of its FEL project and opening it to international collaboration.



