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Mainstreaming SME support especially through a
dedicated instrument

SMEs shall be supported across Horizon 2020. For this purpose, to participate in Horizon 2020, better

conditions for SMEs shall be established. In addition, a dedicated SME instrument shall provide staged

and seamless support covering the whole innovation cycle. The SME instrument shall be targeted at all

types of innovative SMEs showing a strong ambition to develop, grow and internationalise. It shall be

provided for all types of innovation, including service, non-technological and social innovations, given each

activity has a clear European added value. The aim is to develop and capitalise on the innovation potential

of SMEs by filling the gap in funding for early stage high-risk research and innovation, stimulating

innovations and increasing private-sector commercialisation of research results.

The instrument will operate under a single centralised management system, light administrative regime

and a single entry point. It shall be implemented primarily in a bottom-up manner through a continuously

open call.

All of the specific objectives of the priority 'Societal challenges', and the specific objective 'Leadership in

enabling and industrial technologies' will apply the dedicated SME instrument and allocate an amount for

this.
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