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Objective

Until recently, access to telecommunication technologies was out of reach for all but
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https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP7

the most privileged citizens in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). However, recent radical
changes that have connected hundreds of millions have encouraged politicians,
journalists, academics, and citizens to speak of an IT-fuelled economic revolution
happening on the continent. Many see potentials to move away from primary
industries and towards a focus on quaternary and quinary sectors (the knowledge-
based parts of the economy). Yet, it remains that there is surprisingly little research
into the emergence of a new knowledge economy in Africa.

As such, it is precisely now that we urgently need groundbreaking frontier research to
understand precisely what impacts are observable, who benefits, and how these
changes match up to our expectations for change. We should therefore ask if we are
seeing a new era of development on the continent fuelled by ICTs, or whether SSA’s
engagement with the global knowledge economy continues to be on terms that
reinforce dependence, underdevelopment, and economic extraversion.

This research project tackles this broad line of inquiry by focusing on the
geographies, causes, and effects of SSA’s emerging knowledge economies at this
crucial moment of change. We do so through three key research contexts: economic
geographies of knowledge production; outsourcing and bottom-of-the-pyramid
labour; and the creative service sector. Using a mixed-methods approach, we will
document the unexpected challenges and the unanticipated innovative uses of this
changing connectivity, and cut through through the hype by empirically evaluating
benefits and impacts of new communication technologies in Africa. This project will
thus contribute not only to academic and policy debates surrounding connectivity and
Internet access, but will also provide a robust evidence base crucial in shaping future
rounds of ICT related development projects in low-income countries.

Fields of science (EuroSciVoc) @

natural sciences > computer and information sciences > internet > internet access

social sciences > media and communications > journalism

social sciences > political sciences > political transitions > revolutions

social sciences > social geography > cultural and economic geography

Programme(s)

FP7-IDEAS-ERC - Specific programme: "ldeas" implementing the Seventh Framework Programme of the
European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007 to
2013)
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https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F47%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F47%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F47%2F305%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F47%2F305%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F47%2F305%2F971%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F47%2F305%2F971%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F103%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F103%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F103%2F567%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F103%2F567%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F97%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F97%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F97%2F67681549%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F97%2F67681549%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F97%2F67681549%2F64785222%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F97%2F67681549%2F64785222%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F99%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F99%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F29%2F99%2F545%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F29%2F99%2F545%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP7-IDEAS-ERC/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP7-IDEAS-ERC/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP7-IDEAS-ERC/en

Topic(s)

ERC-SG-SH2 - ERC Starting Grant - Institutions, values, beliefs and behaviour

Call for proposal

ERC-2013-StG
See other projects for this call

Funding Scheme

ERC-SG - ERC Starting Grant

Host institution

THE CHANCELLOR, MASTERS AND SCHOLARS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
OXFORD

EU contribution

€ 1499 110,00

Total cost
No data

Address

WELLINGTON SQUARE UNIVERSITY OFFICES
0OX1 2JD Oxford

5[ United Kingdom 998

Region

South East (England) > Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire > Oxfordshire

Activity type
Higher or Secondary Education Establishments

Principal investigator
Mark Graham (Dr.)

Links

Contact the organisation (4  Website (4

Participation in EU R&I programmes (4
HORIZON collaboration network &
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https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/FP7_ERC-SG-SH2/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=/project/relations/categories/projectFundingSchemeCategory/code=%27ERC-SG%27&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=contenttype=%27project%27%20AND%20/project/relations/associations/relatedSubCall/call/identifier=%27ERC-2013-StG%27&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999984350/335716
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999984350/335716
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999984350
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999984350
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999984350
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999984350

Beneficiaries (1)

THE CHANCELLOR, MASTERS AND SCHOLARS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
OXFORD

=k United Kingdom

EU contribution

€ 1499 110,00

Address
WELLINGTON SQUARE UNIVERSITY OFFICES

OX1 2JD Oxford  §%8

Region

South East (England) > Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire > Oxfordshire
Activity type

Higher or Secondary Education Establishments
Principal investigator
Mark Graham (Dr.)

Links

Contact the organisation (4 Website (4

Participation in EU R&I programmes (4
HORIZON collaboration network &%

Total cost
No data
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999984350/335716
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999984350/335716
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999984350
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999984350
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999984350
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999984350
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/335716

