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Myelin: key player in neurodegeneration?

Neurons in the brain and spinal cord are insulated by a myelin sheath which can
greatly increase the speed of electrical impulses. Myelin is produced by
oligodendrocytes which seem to play a central role in neuron integrity by providing
essential metabolites required for neuronal energy production. This suggests that
oligodendrocytes could impact neurological disorders involving demyelination, such
as multiple sclerosis. Funded by the European Research Council, the MyeliNANO
project aims to investigate the role of myelin in higher brain functions and the extent
to which oligodendrocytes impact functional integrity of neurons and

1of4


https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/H2020
https://www.mpinat.mpg.de/de/nave
https://doi.org/10.3030/671048

neurodegeneration. Results will pave the way for metabolic neuroprotection as a
potential therapeutic strategy for neurodegenerative diseases.
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