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http://www.mountainhydrology.org/
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Objective

Fields of science (EuroSciVoc) 

natural sciences  earth and related environmental sciences  atmospheric sciences  meteorology

The water cycle in the Himalaya is poorly understood because of its extreme
topography that results in complex interactions between climate and water stored in
snow and glaciers. Hydrological extremes in the greater Himalayas regularly cause
great damage, e.g. the Pakistan floods in 2010, while the Himalayas also supply
water to over 25% of the global population. So, the stakes are high and an accurate
understanding of the Himalayan water cycle is imperative. The discovery of the
monumental error on the future of the Himalayan glaciers in the fourth assessment
report of the IPCC is exemplary for the scientific misconceptions which are
associated to the Himalayan glaciers and its water supplying function. The underlying
reason is the huge scale gap that exists between studies for individual glaciers that
are not representative of the entire region and hydrological modelling studies that
represent the variability in Himalayan climates. In CAT, I will bridge this knowledge
gap and explain spatial differences in Himalayan glacio-hydrology at an
unprecedented level of detail by combining high-altitude observations, the latest
remote sensing technology and state-of-the-art atmospheric and hydrological
models. I will generate a high-altitude meteorological observations and will employ
drones to monitor glacier dynamics. The data will be used to parameterize key
processes in hydro-meteorological models such as cloud resolving mechanisms,
glacier dynamics and the ice and snow energy balance. The results will be integrated
into atmospheric and glacio-hyrological models for two representative, but
contrasting catchments using in combination with the systematic inclusion of the
newly developed algorithms. CAT will unambiguously reveal spatial differences in
Himalayan glacio-hydrology necessary to project future changes in water availability
and extreme events. As such, CAT may provide the scientific base for climate
change adaptation policies in this vulnerable region.



PODCAST
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https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/443090-water-quality-and-security
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F281%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F281%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing


natural sciences  earth and related environmental sciences  hydrology

natural sciences  physical sciences  astronomy  planetary sciences  planetary geology

engineering and technology  environmental engineering  remote sensing

natural sciences  earth and related environmental sciences  atmospheric sciences  climatology 

climatic changes

Programme(s)

H2020-EU.1.1. - EXCELLENT SCIENCE - European Research Council (ERC) MAIN PROGRAMME

Topic(s)

ERC-StG-2015 - ERC Starting Grant

Call for proposal

See other projects for this call

Funding Scheme

ERC-STG - Starting Grant

Host institution



ERC-2015-STG



UNIVERSITEIT UTRECHT

Net EU contribution

€ 1 499 631,00

Total cost

€ 1 499 631,00

Address
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https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F287%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F287%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F43%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F257%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F257%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F257%2F771%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F257%2F771%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F257%2F771%2F1515%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F43%2F257%2F771%2F1515%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F25%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F25%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F25%2F67%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F25%2F67%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F25%2F67%2F419%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F25%2F67%2F419%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F30032%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F30032%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F30032%2F30055%2F%27%20OR%20%2Fproject%2Frelations%2Fcategories%2FeuroSciVoc%2Fcode%3D%3D%27%2F23%2F45%2F30018%2F30032%2F30055%27&srt=%2Fproject%2FcontentUpdateDate%3Adecreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/H2020-EU.1.1./en
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/H2020_ERC-StG-2015/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=contenttype=%27project%27%20AND%20/project/relations/associations/relatedMasterCall/call/identifier=%27ERC-2015-STG%27&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/en?q=/project/relations/categories/projectFundingSchemeCategory/code=%27ERC-STG%27&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=ERC-2015-STG


Beneficiaries (1)

HEIDELBERGLAAN 8

3584 CS Utrecht

 Netherlands 

Activity type

Higher or Secondary Education Establishments

Links

Contact the organisation   Website 

Participation in EU R&I programmes 

HORIZON collaboration network 

  



UNIVERSITEIT UTRECHT

 Netherlands 

Net EU contribution

€ 1 499 631,00

Address

HEIDELBERGLAAN 8

3584 CS Utrecht 

Activity type

Higher or Secondary Education Establishments

Links

Contact the organisation   Website 

Participation in EU R&I programmes 

HORIZON collaboration network 



Total cost

€ 1 499 631,00

Last update: 24 August 2022

Permalink: https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/676819

European Union, 2025
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999985805/676819
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999985805/676819
http://www.uu.nl/
http://www.uu.nl/
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999985805
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999985805
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999985805
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999985805
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999985805/676819
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/contact-form/PROJECT/999985805/676819
http://www.uu.nl/
http://www.uu.nl/
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999985805
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/dc5f6f40-c9de-4c40-8648-015d6ff21342/sheet/3bcd6df0-d32a-4593-b4fa-0f9529c8ffb0/state/analysis/select/Organisation%20PIC/999985805
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999985805
https://cordis.europa.eu/datalab/visualisations/vis.php?lv=en&oid=999985805
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/676819


5 of 5


